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INTRODUCTION

Perhaps I will never forget that period of time in my
pastoral ministry when I purposed to preach a long series of
messages on the great "Faith Chapter' of the Bible - Hebrews
11. I prepared long and hard and believed that - as the weeks
came and went - my congregation of attentive listeners was
growing by ‘leaps and bounds' spiritually in its ‘Faith' -
partly because of my ‘great sermons' on Biblical Faith.

As I finished the last message in that long series, 1I
returned to my home after the Late Morning Worship Service,
exuberant though weary as a result of preaching in both

morning services. The telephone rang, and one of my
parishioners - distraught and angry and accusing - was on the
‘other end of the line'. He said something like this to me:
"My family and I are leaving your church!" I was dumb-

founded! Here was a parishioner who (with his wife) became a
believer as a result of a ‘Home Bible Study' which I had
conducted in his home a few years before! Grabbing for words,
I finally was able to respond to his declaration. I said,
"Why, what is wrong?" He said, "We're leaving the Church
because you don't preach ‘Faith'! I wasn't present at the
Service this morning, but my wife told me that you declared in
your message on Faith that it is not always God's will to heal
a person! I believe that if one has enough "Faith', God will
always heal a believer. It is never God's will for one of His
children to be sick! The only reason why Christians are sick
is because they haven't exercised enough ‘Faith', or because
they have unconfessed sin in their lives, or because they
haven't been taught to ‘bind Satan'. We can no longer be a
member of a Church that doesn't practice “Faith'!"

No amount of reasoning on my part, and no quotation of
Scriptures (especially Hebrews 11:35b-40 and II Corinthians
12:7-10) could convince my angry friend that it is not always
God's will to physically heal Christians. I pled with him not
to leave our local church. I reminded him that he had not
even heard my sermon on ‘Faith' earlier that day, and that he
was reacting to information that was reported to him
‘secondhand' by his wife. I told him my family felt ‘close’
to him and his family, and that I felt God led him into my
life (after all, was it not I who took time ‘to lead him and

his wife to Christ'?) I reminded him that some of the
greatest ‘saints' throughout history - men of abounding
‘faith' - were persons whom God had not willed to heal

physically. Was not even the great apostle Paul - ‘a giant'
in the Faith - inflicted with a ‘thorn in the flesh'? When I
mentioned Paul's ‘thorn in the flesh', my now-estranged
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‘friend' launched into a “verbal battle' with me, as he tried
hard to convince me that the ‘thorn in the flesh' was
definitely not ‘physical’'.

That conversation took place several years ago. Yes, I
learned that a ‘charismatic' friend, with whom he had been
daily ‘car-pooling' to work, shared with him a lot of tapes on
‘Faith' - tapes with a strong emphasis on the ‘Name It-Claim
It' brand of Faith. Yes, that friend and his family left our
Church and will probably never return, for they apparently are
still attending a large, independent, ‘“charismatic' church
where ‘faith is preached', ‘prosperity is claimed', and
‘wonderful miracles regularly happen'. Yes, 1 occasionally
see that friend. How does that ‘friend' respond to me, and
how do I respond to him when we see one another in our
community? We hold no bitterness towards each other, so it is
easy to talk to one another and to express “Christian love' to
each other. ‘We agree to disagree agreeably'.

Why write a Book on Faith? Perhaps there are several
reasons. Probably (in light of what I have just related)
because I want to ‘defend' my position on ‘Faith' in the midst
of a malestorm of views on ‘Faith' which to me seem rather
‘weird' or ‘extreme' or ‘unBiblical'. ‘Defense' is not the
best reason to write a book! Perhaps it is because
(subconsciously) I feel that I am a ‘person of little faith'
and feel a need to educate myself on the ‘basics of faith' -
with the hope that God will strengthen my own faith if I think
‘hard enough' and ‘long enough' on this difficult topic!

Perhaps an author chooses to write on those themes that
express the greatest lacks in his own life. Jesus said on one
occasion: "O ye, of little faith"! I confess that I am “a
man of little faith'. But, while I openly acknowledge that my
faith is “small', I am glad boldly to proclaim that the One in
whom I have personally placed my faith is not small! Someone
rightly said, "The object of your faith determines the value
of your faith." Christ is the Object of my faith, so, while
my faith may lack greatly, the Savior in whom I have
personally placed my trust does not lack at all! Christ is
all-sufficient! Placing even a small amount of faith in a
great Savior produces great results in one's life!

I believe in Jesus Christ, that He is the Son of the
Living God through whom alone sinful persons can be forgiven,
cleansed, empowered, and perfected in character.

‘Adventures in Biblical Faith' - how best should we
approach our quest? I believe the best way to approach
‘Faith' is the same way the writer to the Hebrews
approached the topic of ‘Faith'. Not an abstract,
theoretical or deeply theological approach, but a

v



practical, ‘earthy' approach - namely, biographical
sketches of Biblical characters. Quickly scan Chapter 11
of Hebrews and note the number of personalities which
appear in this great ‘Faith Chapter’'.

The chapters in this book are homeletical in style,
biographical in approach, practical in content. Because the
book is divided into thirty five chapters, the layout of the
book is designed in such a way that there are more than enough
chapters to be used for a six-month-long adult Sunday School
course (i.e., over a period of two ‘Quarters'). The
individual chapters contain enough content, and yet are short
enough in length, that they could also well serve as material
for small midweek study groups within a local church. Because
of the homeletical style of the chapters (i.e., because of the
carefully outlined divisions), ‘fellow pastors' and teachers
may find this material helpful in preaching. When used in a
classroom setting, the thought-provoking questions listed at
the end of each chapter will provide class participants an
opportunity to review and to discuss the main content of each
chapter.

Because ‘Biblical Faith' is multi-dimensional, it is
important not to draw premature conclusions regarding one's
own faith or that of another ‘fellow struggler'. As
believers, we are at best only "Christians-in-the-making" (as
E. Stanley Jones liked often to remind us).

As we continue to ‘grow in grace and in the knowledge of
our Lord Jesus Christ', the capacity for greater faith is
almost ‘limitless'. The ‘adventuresome' spirit is the spirit
which is never satisfied with the ‘status quo'!

"I'm pressing on the upward way, New heights
I'm gaining ev'ry day;

Still praying as I'm onward bound, ‘Lord,
plant my feet on higher ground.'

My heart has no desire to stay where doubts
arise and fears dismay;

Tho' some may dwell where these abound, My
prayer, my aim, is higher ground.

"I want to live above the world, Tho' Satan's
darts at me are hurled;

For faith has caught the joyful sound. The
song of saints on higher ground.
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Chorus:
Lord, lift me up and let me stand, By faith,
on Heaven's table-land,
A higher plane than I have found; Lord, plant
my feet on higher ground.

It is my wish and prayer, that, as a result of your

*Adventures In Biblical Faith', you will find that you
are standing on ‘HIGHER GROUND'!
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CHAPTER 1
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THE CHARACTERICS OF FAITH



FAITH
THE CHARACTERISTICS OF FAITH
OUTLINE
SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 11:1-6

INTRODUCTION: The way of faith is the way to God, for Hebrews
11:6 says, "And without faith it is impossible to please God."

PROPOSITION: Faith is present-tense confidence in God, based
upon God's sure promises of future blessings, issuing forth in
confident action regardless of the present circumstances.

OUTLINE:

I. RESPONSE OF FAITH - Confident Action

II. RESISTANCE AGAINST FAITH - Doubt of Unbelievers

III. RELIABILITY OF FAITH - Promises of God

IV. RESULTS FROM FAITH - Knowledge of God

CONCLUSION: Faith responds to life and to life's unknown
future with confidence. Confident present-tense faith action
usually will soon meet certain resistances. Faith is
realistic because faith is founded upon the promises of God,
not on the unfounded promises of society or on the wishful
thinking of mere dreamers. Faith involves anticipating
positive results -assurance from God, access to God!




FAITH
THE CHARACTERISTICS OF FAITH

SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 11l:1-6

INTRODUCTION: The way of faith is the way to God, for Hebrews
11:6 says, "And without faith it is impossible to please God."
But what is faith? Hebrews 11:1,2 in the Living Bible reads,
"Faith is the confident assurance that something we want 1is
going to happen. It is the certainty that what we hope for is
waiting for us, even though we cannot see it up ahead.

PROPOSITION: Faith is present-tense confidence in God, based
upon God's sure promises of future blessings, issuing forth in
confident action regardless of the present circumstances.

In this definition of faith can be seen certain
characteristics of faith.

"Present-tense confidence issuing forth in confident action"
speaks of the RESPONSE of Faith.

"Regardless of the present circumstances"” hints of the
RESISTANCE against Faith.

"Based upon God's sure promises' speaks of the RELIABILITY of
Faith.

"Future Blessings" speaks of the REWARDS of Faith.

In seeking better to understand this definition of faith, we
must look at these four characteristics or features of faith:
(1) Response of Faith - confident action; (2) Resistance
against Faith - doubt of unbelievers; (3) Reliability of faith
- promises of God; (4) Rewards of Faith -knowledge of God.

I. RESPONSE OF FAITH - Confident Action

"Now faith is" describes the present-tense aspect of faith.
I either have faith in the present tense - now - or I don't
have faith. I can't depend on the experience of faith of
yesterday or the faith that I anticipate I will have tomorrow.
Faith is a daily, moment-by-moment reality. I must believe
God's promises today, in order to receive them tomorrow. I
must have an active, present tense faith. A present-tense
faith changes all things - now!

My faith today determines my motivation for what I will do
tomorrow. We respond today according to what we think will
happen tomorrow!



When Christians don't equip themselves today, it is a sign
that they have no faith that God is going to do anything for
them tomorrow.

A present-tense faith is what keeps us alert and alive for
God. Faith is preparing today and acting today in such a way
that indicates that we believe that God is going to do a great
thing for us tomorrow. When a believer is no longer working
today for the Lord, it is a sign that he does not believe that
God is going to do anything for him tomorrow.

If Noah would have discontinued to build on the ark, it would
have been an indication that he did not believe God was going
to do something special for him in the future.

If Joshua would have discontinued to march around the walls of
Jericho, it would have been an indication that he did not
believe God was going to do something special for him and for
Israel on the seventh day.

I1f Moses had not continued to march ahead into the wilderness
and would have instead gone back to Egypt, it would have
indicated that he did not believe God was going to do
something special in the future, namely, to give the children
of Israel the promised land of Canaan.

Our present-day actions indicate what we believe God is going
to do for us in the future.

Faith is an active, present-tense trust in God, an indication
that we believe God's promises which will be fulfilled in the
future.

If I no longer daily read my Bible, this would be an
indication of a loss of faith, an indication that I no longer
believed that God was going to do something great for me in
the future through the Word.

If I no longer sought to witness to my unsaved friends, it
would be an indication that I had lost faith that God would
reward my attempts at witnessing with the salvation of
precious souls.

If I no longer tithed my money to my local church, it would
indicate a loss of faith in my church's future. My present
actions - positive or negative - indicate my faith or lack of
faith in God's power to do miracles in the future.

I am making or unmaking my future, dependent upon my present
actions.



"What is faith? It is the confident assurance that something
we want is going to happen. It is the certainty that what we
hope for is waiting for us, even though we cannot see it up
ahead." (Hebrews 11:1,2; Living Bible)

The ‘When' and the ‘How' of what we want in the future is in
God's hands. The promise may be granted soon or late, as God
sees best. The method by which the promise is fulfilled is
also in God's hands. The confidence that the promise will be
fulfilled in God's own time and way is the essence of faith.
Faith is present confidence that what God has promised, God
will fulfill in His own time and way in the future. Present
confidence is translated into present confident action.

Noah acted confidently in the present day-by-day building of
the Ark, for he knew that God's promise to him would someday
be fulfilled! Abraham acted confidently in his present day-
by-day journeys into an unknown land, for he knew that God
would someday fulfill His promise to him! Moses acted
confidently in his present day-by-day leadership in the
wilderness of a rebellious people, for he knew that God's
promise to give Israel the land of Canaan would someday be
fulfilled!

Faith is simply putting our trust in God's trustworthy
character, believing that God will fulfill His promises to us
in His own good time and way!

« When I witness to Christ's person and power, I am putting

trust in a God who promises to draw all men to Christ when
Christ is lifted up.

When I spread the Word of God through Bible or tract
distribution, I am putting my faith in a God who has promised
that His Word will not return unto Him void, but that it will
accomplish that for which it was sent forth, namely, the
salvation of sinners and the encouragement of saints.

(Illustration of Hailey who travelled from South Africa to
Central Africa to establish Free Methodist missions, even
selling his insurance policies to get enough money for the
project because it was a time when, during the depression, the
denomination was not attempting new projects. His present-
tense active faith, issuing forth in confident actions, was an
indication that he believed that God would honor his faith,
for today, some fifty years later, there are over 100,0000
Black African Free Methodists in Central Africa!)

Faith is present-tense confidence in God, issuing forth in
present, confident action - action that indicates that the man
of faith believes God is going to do great things in the
future for him.



When I tithe my income to my local church, I am engaging in a
positive, confident, present-tense action of faith, indicating
that I believe in God's promises to bless me personally and in
God's promises to bless my church corporately!

Faith is putting your trust in a God whom you believe will
fulfill His promises in the future, and confidently acting on
that belief in the present-tense moment!

II. RESISTANCE AGAINST FAITH - Doubt of Unbelievers

Having present-tense confidence in God whom you believe will
fulfill his promises in the future does not always mean that
the present confident action (which is a result of present
confident trust) will always be easy. Quite to the contrary
many times!

Noah had day-by-day confidence in God's promises, demonstrated
by his day-by-day confident actions in building the ark, but
his confident actions were often threatened by the mockery and
sneers of his surrounding neighbors who thought Noah was
insane to build a huge boat on dry ground!

Abraham's confident actions of faith, demonstrated by his
leaving his hometown to go to an unknown country, were
challenged by his kinsfolk who thought him insane to leave the
security of his hometown to follow his new God into an unknown
country.

Moses' confident actions of faith, demonstrated by his leading
the children of Israel across the wilderness for forty years
in the Promised Land, were challenged severely when
discontented Israelites turned in rebellion against Moses'
leadership! Moses continued to demonstrate the confident
action of faith even when circumstances in the wilderness were
very adverse. Faith is continuing to act confidently even
when circumstances are unfavorable. Faith is waiting
patiently for God to act to fulfill His promises in His own
good time and way - and while waiting patiently upon God, to
continue to act positively and confidently in the present-
tense moment!

ITII. RELIABILITY OF FAITH - Promises of God

The present-tense confidence of faith (issuing forth 1in
confident action) is not an illusion. Our confidence has
substance. In other words, the confidence of faith 1is
different than the dreams of wishful thinking. Some have
*llusions of grandeur'- seeing themselves as becoming
something great in the future. But such a vision does not
have any substance or foundation; it is the mere product of



wishful thinking. Many a small boy talks about the day in the
future when he will be the President of the United States, but
such a vision is without substance.

What is the substance or foundation of faith which gives
authenticity to the present-tense confidence? The substance
of faith is the promise of God.

God's promises give us a firm footing to our lives. Faith in
the faithfulness of God's trustworthy character gives us
assurance and confidence, regardless of the darkness of
present circumstances which would threaten our faith.

Because Noah and Abraham and Moses and others knew that God
had spoken to them and had promised certain things to them,
these men of faith could maintain their confidence and their
confident actions even when circumstances were against them.

Present-tense confidence and confident actions are based on
the conviction that there is an unseen God who stands behind
the seen universe, and a God who both made the visible
universe out of nothing and who controls the universe which He

has made. "By faith we understand that the universe was
formed at God's command, so that what is seen was not made out
of what was visible." (Hebrews 11:3)

"If we can grip the fact that this is God's world, that God is
responsible for it, then two things follow. First, we will
use it as such. We will remember that everything in it is
God's and we will try to use it as God would have us use it.
Second, we will remember that, even when it does not look like
it, somehow God is in control. If we believe that this is
God's world then there comes the faith and the hope which
enable us to do the most difficult thing in the world - to
accept what we cannot understand. If we believe that this is
God's world, then into life there comes a new sense of
responsibility and into life there comes a new power of
acceptance, for everything belongs to God, and all is in the
hands of God." (Barclay's Hebrews; page 147,148)

IV. RESULTS FROM FAITH - Knowledge of God

What are the results of faith? Briefly stated, the results of
faith are realized in the fulfilled promises of God. God
always rewards faith - partially on earth and fully in heaven.

Noah's faith was rewarded - he and his household were saved
from death by the terrible flood.



Abraham's faith was rewarded - he was given a promised son
from whom an entire nation was born (the nation of Israel),
and he became the father of the greatest Son of all - Jesus
Christ!

Joseph's faith was honored eventually, as seen by the fact
that God elevated him to great leadership in Egypt, second
only to the Pharaoh in power, and used Joseph to save alive
thousands of people during a terrible famine.

Moses' faith in leaving Egypt was honored in Moses becoming
the great leader of Israel who received the Ten Commandments
from God and in Moses leading the children of Israel to the
promised land of Canaan.

Rahab's faith was demonstrated by her welcoming the Israelite
spies, and her faith was rewarded when God spared her life and
the lives of her family when the walls of Jericho fell.

Faith is always rewarded, partially on earth and completely in
heaven. "And these people were still living by faith when
they died. They did not receive the things promised;they only
saw them and welcomed them from a distance...These were all
commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had
been promised. God had planned something better for us so
that only together with us would they be made perfect."”
(Hebrews 11:13,39,40)

There are four results of faith given to us in Hebrews 11:2-5,

(1) Faith gives us approval from God (Verse 2).
(2) Faith gives us answers in God. (Verse 3)

(3) Faith gives us assurance from God. (Verse 4)
(4) Faith gives us access to God. (Verse 5)

CONCLUSION: What are the characteristics of faith?

(1) Faith involves right Responses to life. Faith responds
to life and to life's unknown future with confidence. Faith
is "the confident assurance that something we want is going to
happen. It is the certainty that what we hope for is waiting
for us, even though we cannot see it up ahead."” (verse 1,2;
Living Bible) A faith response to life is a confident
response, issuing forth in confident present-tense actions.
(2) Faith involves facing certain Resistances. Confident
present-tense faith action usually will soon meet certain
resistances. The actions of the man of faith may be looked
upon as actions of foolhardiness (as in Noah's case), or as
actions of shortsightedness (as in Abraham's case), or as
actions of presumptuous domineering leadership (as in the case
of Moses). Doubt, and sometimes active persecution, challenge
the life of faith. The positive man of faith is often
encountered by the negative man of skepticism.
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(3) Faith involves resting one's self upon the Reliable
promises of God. Faith is realistic because faith is founded
upon the promises of God, not on the unfounded promises of
society or on the wishful thinking of mere dreamers. Faith is
not taking a ‘blind leap into the dark'. Faith has a reliable
foundation or substance - the sure promises of God and the
trustworthy character of the unseen God who created the
universe and who maintains control of all things in His world.
Thus, faith believes that God has all things in control,
regardless of present circumstances which defy reason. The
God who made all things (verse 3) is the God who controls all
things, and to put faith in such a God is to put faith in one
who is able positively to control ones personal destiny.

(4) Faith involves anticipating positive Results! What is
the outcome of persevering faith - a faith that acts
confidently in spite of various perplexities, problems, or
persecutions? Faith gives approval from God (verse 2),
answers in God (verse 3), assurance from God (verse 4), access
to God (verse 5).

Taking the way of faith is taking the way to God!



FAITH

THE CHARACTERISTICS OF FAITH

QUESTIONS

1.

From a Biblical understanding of "faith", (note Hebrews
11:1), tell why you agree or disagree with the following
statement: "Faith is present-tense confidence in God,
based upon God's sure promises of future blessings,
issuing forth in confident action, regardless of the
present circumstances."

Tell what is meant by the statement: "Faith is a daily,
moment-by-moment reality". Do you agree with the
following statement? "Faith is preparing today and
acting today in such a way that indicates that we believe
that God is going to do a great thing for us tomorrow."

From Scripture and from your own personal and devotional
life, illustrate the truth of the following Scripture:
"My present actions - positive or negative - indicate my
faith or lack of faith in God's power to do miracles in
the future."

From your personal life or from your observations of
others or from the lives of Biblical characters,
illustrate the truth of the following statement: '"Faith
is a present-tense confidence in God, issuing forth in
present, confident actions - actions that indicate that
the man of faith believes God is going to do great things
in the future for him."

What factors in one's external environment constitute
resistance or challenges to the sincere believer who is
attempting to exercise true faith in God? Does the fact
that there are strong adverse factors - resistances - in
the believer's environment, give the believer opportunity
to develop a stronger and more enduring faith? Can one
have a "strong faith" in God without having, at the same
time, strong perseverance in his character? Do you agree
with the following statement: "Faith is continuing to
act confidently even when circumstances are unfavorable."

What is the substance or the foundation of faith which
gives authenticity to the believer's present-tense
confidence? Do you agree with the following statement?
"Faith in the faithfulness of God's trustworthy character
gives us assurance and confidence, regardless of the
darkness of present circumstances which would threaten
our faith." 1Illustrate the truth of this statement from
the lives of the following Biblical characters of faith:
Noah, Abraham, Moses.
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10.

Why does believing that this present world is God's world
result in enabling one to have "a new sense of
responsibility" and "a new power of acceptance'"?

In what ways is faith in God always rewarded, partially
on earth and completely in heaven?

According to Hebrews 11:2-5, list four results of having
faith in God.

Share from your own life some of the rich rewards that

have come to you, as a result of your persevering faith
in God.

11






CHAPTER 2

FAITH

NOAH - ENDURING FAITH
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FAITH
NORAH - ENDURING FAITH
OUTLINE
SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 11:7

INTRODUCTION: Noah's faith was a working way to live, a faith
that was strong in the midst of a corrupt generation.

PROPOSITION: As Noah conquered through faith, so may we too
conquer through faith. Why was Noah's faith a working way to
live? Because his faith was fixed on God at a time when
everyone around him had forgotten or denied God.

I. CARING FAITH (Not Indifferent To God's Instructions)
I1. CAUTIOUS FAITH (Not Hardhearted To God's Warnings)
III. CONSTANT FAITH (Not Impatient To God's Timing)

IV. COURAGEOUS FAITH (Not Cowardly In God's Testings)

V. CONDEMNING FAITH (Not Neutral To God's Standards)
VI. CONQUERING FAITH (Not Fruitless Of God's Rewards)

CONCLUSION: The faith that conquers is the faith that is
fixed on the living God. Such a faith is exemplified in the
life of Noah who "found grace in the eyes of the Lord". Do
you want to be, like Noah, a person who finds favor in the
eyes of the Lord? Then give yourself daily, routinely, and
persistently to the pursuit of God. "...... anyone who comes
to him (God) must believe that he exists and that he rewards
those who earnestly seek him." (Hebrews 1l1l:6b) Earnestly
seek God through faith! Experience the Faith of Noah!

13



FAITH
NOAH ENDURING FAITH
SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 11:7

INTRODUCTION: Noah's faith was a working way to live, a faith
that was strong in the midst of a corrupt generation.

PROPOSITION: As Noah congquered through faith, so may we too
conquer through faith. Why was Noah's faith a working way to
live? Because his faith was fixed on God at a time when
everyone around him had forgotten or denied God. Let us note
the various features of Noah's faith and seek to practice the
faith of Noah.

I. CARING FAITH (Not Indifferent To God's Instructions)

Hebrews 11:7 says that Noah built an ark "to save his family."
Noah's faith was a caring faith. He was not indifferent to
God's specific instructions. "so God said to Noah, 'I am
going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled
with violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy
both them and the earth. So make yourself an ark of cypress
wood, make rooms in it and cast it with pitch inside and out.
This is how you are to build it: The ark is to be 450 feet
long, 75 feet wide and 45 feet high. Make a roof for it and
finish the ark to within 18 inches of the top. Put a door in
the side of the ark and make lower, middle and upper decks."
(Genesis 6:13-16; NIV) 1 admire Noah's faith and obedience.
I1f I had been Noah, I probably would have questioned the Lord.
I probably would not have been as quick to obey. While faith
is not wunreasonable, faith does go beyond reason, and,
therefore, sometimes reason gets in the way of faith. I
probably would have reasoned something like this: 'But God,
it has never rained before. You are telling me to build an
ark on dry ground, far from any large body of water? The
earth and vegetation has been watered with streams up until
this time (Genesis 2:6), and now you tell me that some day the
entire earth will be covered with so much water that every
living creature will die! Water out of the sky, Lord? EVERY
living creature die, Lord? That seems impossible! By the
time I get this hugh boat built (it will take over a hundred
years to build it!), the people will repent of their sins and
there will be no need for a flood and for a large boat. All
my labor will be for naught! And, Lord, the ark has no mast,
no rudder, no sail, no steering! How will it float? And
because the boat is so hugh, where will it land safely after
the flood is over? (the deck area of the ark was 20 times the
size of a standard basketball court!) And, Lord, how can I
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collect so many animals, so many different species? And who
will take care of so many animals, feeding them and cleaning
up after them?" (Quotation from John Maxwell)

Noah's faith was a caring faith, for he knew that God was a
caring God. Noah knew that God had waited patiently for
mankind to repent of its wickedness, and that God was only
sending judgment upon the world because the world of Noah's
day had spurned the mercy of God. I Peter 3:20 says that "“God
waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being
built."”

God never sends judgment without first providing opportunity
for mankind to repent of its wickedness. '"He is patient...not
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance."
(II Peter 3:9) "God our Savior wants all men to be saved and
to come to a knowledge of the truth."” (I Timothy 2:3,4)

God is a caring God; therefore, like Noah, our faith must be
a caring faith. We must exercise care to obey God's explicit
instructions to us, as Noah was careful to obey God's explicit
instructions regarding the building of the ark.

God instructed Noah to prepare an ark for the saving of Noah's
household from the destruction of the flood. Noah was to
persuade men to repent of their sins and to enter the ark, to
be saved from death.

God, as it were, has built an ark for the saving of all
mankind from the final destruction of the great judgment.
That ark can be seen as God's great plan of salvation. It is
the responsibility of believers to persuade sinners to enter
into God's ‘ark of safety', in order to be saved from the
destruction of eternal death. We believers, like Noah the
preacher of righteousness, are to witness with our lives and
with our lips. We are to exercise caring faith. It is not
only our own family but the entire family of mankind that we
are to seek to save! We are to declare that there is no other
way to be saved from the coming flood of judgment than the way
of Christ. Christ and His salvation is the only ‘ark of
safety' against the storms of eternal death.

It is interesting that God told Noah to coat the ark with
‘pitch' inside and out (Genesis 6:14). The “pitch' sealed the
ark, not allowing any water to seep into the ark. The word
‘pitch' is the same Hebrew word for ‘atonement' in the 0ld
Testament. Just as ‘pitch' was indispensable £for the
salvation of Noah's household in the ark, so the ‘atoning
blood' of Jesus Christ is indispensable for the salvation of
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mankind in God's ‘ark of safety'. Our salvation is through
the shed blood of Christ. "Without the shedding of the blood,
there is no remission of sins."

Jesus shed his blood for the salvation of all mankind. His
atonement is unlimited, available for everyone.

None need perish, for Jesus' blood, like the pitch on the ark,
is the saving power of God to all who believe, i.e., to all
who enter the ‘ark of safety'.

The man of true faith responds obediently to God's
instructions because, like Noah, he knows that God is a saving
God who wishes to save all mankind in the ‘ark of safety'
(through Jesus Christ).

II. CAUTIOUS FAITH (Not Hardhearted To God's Warnings)

Noah's faith was a caring faith, for he knew God was a caring
and a compassionate God. That is, Noah was not indifferent to
God's instructions.

Noah's faith was also a cautious faith for he knew that God is
not only a God of love who wishes to save sinners, but that
God is also a God of wrath who must punish and destroy
unrepentant sinners! That is, Noah was not hardhearted or
unheeding regarding God's warnings of judgment!

"By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy
fear built an ark to save his family." (Hebrews 1ll1l:7a)

Said God to Noah, "I am going to bring flood waters on the
earth to destroy all life under the heavens, every creature
that has the breath of life in it. Everything on earth will
perish." (Genesis 6:17)

Why such unusual judgment? Because '""The Lord saw how great
man's wickedness on the earth had become, and that every
inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the
time." (Genesis 6:5)

If God loves all sinners and waits patiently to save them,
appealing to all sinners to repent (which is the basis for a
‘caring faith'), then God also hates all sin and promises to
punish all sinners who refuse to repent of their wicked ways
(the basis for a ‘cautious faith').

If God is a God of mercy and salvation, God is also a God of
judgment and destruction! "So the Lord said, "I will wipe
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mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth - men
and animals, and creatures that move along the grounds, and
birds of the air - for I am grieved that I have made them."
(Genesis 6:7)

It was not easy for Noah to preach and to live righteousness
in the midst of a perverted and wicked generation. When men
around him were mocking Noah, Noah remained true to his call.
When the hearts of men around him became calloused to the
things of God, Noah's heart remained tender and responsive.
When people around Noah closed their ears to the warnings of
judgment, Noah kept his ears attuned to the voice of the
living God. When others mocked the message of God, Noah
heeded the message of God. When others made fun of God, Noah
continued to fear his God. When others grew careless, Noah
remained cautious.

The Bible says that the "fear of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom". A true faith is a faith characterized by holy
reverence and godly fear. Noah took God's warnings seriously,
and so will every man of true faith today.

Says the Scriptures, ""See to it that you do not refuse him who
speaks. If they did not escape when they refused him who
warned them on earth, how much less will we, if we turn away
from him who warns us from heaven?.....let us be thankful, and
so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our God
is a consuming fire.'" (Hebrews 13:25,28,29)

Faith means believing that what God says, He means! God says
that unrepentant sinners will suffer the destruction of
eternal death. "He (Jesus) will punish those who do not know
God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will
be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the
presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power on the
day he comes to be glorified in his holy people and to be
marvelled at among all those who have believed." (11
Thessalonians 1:8-10)

Noah took God's warnings regarding judgment most seriously,
and so will we if we are men of true faith. Noah did not
succumb to the pressure of mocking people. He retained his
fear of the Lord. And so must we - even in the midst of
mockery and sneers. We must not allow our hearts to grow
calloused and indifferent. We must personally heed God's
warnings to flee the ‘wrath to come', and we must warn sinners
of the ‘errors of their ways' and seek to turn sinners to the
Savior! We must be cautious that we do not grow hardened in
our hearts or unheeding to the warnings of Scriptures.
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Every preacher of the Gospel and every Christian must guard
himself against insensitivity to God's voice which warns
against sin. Every person of faith must take great caution to
remain tender in his heart, fervent in his spirit, and
obedient in his will! Even the great apostle Paul feared
that, after preaching the Gospel to others, he might become a
castaway himself! Said Paul, "For my part, I run with a clear
goal before me; I am like a boxer who does not beat the air;

I bruise my own body and make it know its master, for fear
that after preaching to others I should find myself rejected."
(I Corinthians 9:26,27; NEB)

Noah did not become soft or indulgent or hardhearted; he
remained sensitive, obedient, and disciplined, taking
seriously God's warnings as seen in the fact that he continued
faithfully to build the ark.

A cautious faith is a faith that exercises great caution to
heed the warnings of God's Word!

I1I. CONSTANT FAITH (Not Impatient To God's Timing)

Noah was told to "build an ark". What an assignment! It took
over 100 years to build that ark! Most of us would have
become discouraged and given up the project! 1In fact, many
Christians today lack ‘staying power' in their faith.
Recently, a friend said to me, "I have never understood why so
many Christians have not been able to ‘weather the storm'.
Noah's faith stood the test of time and the test of
persecution! His was a persevering faith! A strong faith is
a constant faith, a faith that continues to work day after
day, year after year, for the Lord - even when, as in the case
of Noah, there is passive indifference or even active
hostility to our message! What kept Noah working on the boat,
year after year, even when many must have mocked him and
called him a great fool? It was Noah's steadfast faith in
God! What keeps some Christians today working year after
year, faithfully and joyfully, in a local church - even when
others "jump ship'? It is their steadfast faith in God and
their love of the brethren.

There is the faith that gives immediate and tangible results,
and thank God for such a faith. But there is also the faith
that endures year-in-and-year-out without results, and that is
also a great faith (perhaps greater than the former faith)!
It is the faith that works without immediate results, knowing
that God will eventually and ultimately reward, if not on
earth, then surely in heaven! It is the faith that witnesses
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to unbelievers, even when none respond to the Gospel! Think
of how great Noah's faith had to be to keep working for a
hundred years without it ever raining, and to keep preaching
for decades without converts! Most preachers would have given
up in despair!

Noah's faith was most mature because it was a constant faith.
His faith was a tough, enduring type. Constant, enduring
faith "is that determination, wunhasting and unresting,
unhurrying and yet undelaying, which goes steadily on, and
which refuses to be deflected. Obstacles will not daunt it;
delays will not depress it; discouragements will not take its
hope away. It will halt neither for discouragement from
within nor for opposition from without. It is the steadfast
endurance which will carry on until in the end it gets there."
(Barclay's Hebrews; pages 196,197)

The Bible says, "Don't grow weary in well-doing, for in due
season ye shall reap if ye do not faint." (Galatians 6:9)

Noah's faith is remarkable because it was constant, enduring,
steadfast. This is not to say that he never questioned, or
never became discouraged or depressed. But it is to say that,
regardless of his emotional ups and downs, he never gave up
his work for God. He continued to build the ark until the day
it was completed. He was not a "Quitter'! He did not “throw
in the towel' when he got discouraged! He kept ‘keeping on'
until the task was finished. His internal convictions to be
faithful in labor were stronger than the pressures of his
external environment which told him to quit! He didn't
succumb to the world's pressures to conform; rather he
submitted his will to conform to God's will for his life!

It is hard to be constant in your faith when you don't see
forthcoming results from your labors!

Men of truly great faith are those who are faithful to God and
to their work for God,regardless of the results. There have
been many missionaries who have labored many years without
converts, but in God's sight they were nevertheless fruitful
because of their obedience. In a result-oriented society,
Noah would have been considered a failure, but in God's sight
he was a great success. '"Noah found favor in the eyes of the
Lord." (Genesis 6:8) And many modern-day Christians are
finding favor with the Lord because of their faithfulness to
God's call, even when obedience to that call has not resulted
invisible fruits.
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God desires to give us visible results from our labors, but,
regardless of people's response to our message, we are
successful in God's sight if we have been, like Noah, obedient
to our call. Remember, if we are communicating the Word of
God in love, we can rest assured that God's Word will
accomplish its purpose. God wishes to save all mankind
through the instrumentality of His Word, but if the Word does
not accomplish its saving purpose through positive response in
its listeners, then the Word of God will affect its purpose of
judgment in the lives of those listeners who reject its saving
message. This was the case in Noah's listeners. They
rejected the invitation to salvation, so they reaped the
consequences of judgment in the flood. The Word is a comfort
to those who accept it, and a condemnation to those who reject
it!

IV. COURAGEOUS FAITH (Not Cowardly In God's Testings)

The faith of Noah was a courageous faith, and so is the faith
of all mature believers. "In an age when men forgot and
disregarded God, God for Noah was the supreme reality in the
world. He was the one lonely man who stood for God in a day
when all men were abandoning Him." (Barclay's Hebrews; page
16l1)

It takes a courageous faith to stand up for Jesus against the
sneers of the cynical crowd. When I was a child, I was told
to stand against the negative peer pressure around me. Said
one to me, "Ron, any dead fish can float downsteam, but it

takes a live fish to swim upstream." "If God is for you, who
can be against you!" It takes courage to go against the
popular currents of worldliness - to say '“No thank you, I

don't drink' when everyone else is drinking; to say "I choose
not to destroy my body with drugs' when teens around you think
it is ‘smart' to have a drug ‘trip'; to be kind and loving
when others around you are hateful; to remain pure in mind and
body when others are playing around with sex; to be honest
when others are using dishonest methods to advance their
selfish causes; to give of your time in service to others when
those around you are pursuing their own selfish interests; to
be a positive person in the midst of a negative, critical,
judgmental crowd.

‘Dare to be a Daniel,

Dare to stand alone,

Dare to have a purpose firm,
Dare to make it known.'
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Noah was not deterred by the mockery of those around him. He
was a man of strong convictions, a man who did not compromise
his standards of righteousness and holiness. He did not
succumb to the worldly peer pressures all around him. Noah
believed in the unseen world of spiritual reality more than in
the seen world of physical reality. He set his hope on the
future promises of God rather than on the present
circumstances of his everyday life. He was willing to wait
upon God for his rewards rather than to seek for immediate
gratification from his environment. He was willing to work
hard now (building the ark) and to wait to receive his rewards
later. A courageous faith is a faith that is able to wait
upon God, and, while waiting, to work hard for God. Deferred
gratifications! Noah received his reward after waiting and
working for decades. When the flood came, he enjoyed the
fruits of his labors, while Noah's mockers, who lived their
lives for immediate gratification, were pounding on the closed
door of the ark!

Noah's faith was a courageous faith because he listened to the
voice of God instead of to the voice of men. The counsel of
men may have seemed more ‘sensible' than the voice of God,
while Noah was building a huge boat on dry ground, but
listening to the voice of God proved to be the epitome of

wisdom when Noah was resting secure in the floating ark while
the world outside was drowning!

Noah's courageous faith enabled him to suffer persecution now
and to wait for honor in the future. Noah was wise because,
while others around him were carelessly indulging their flesh,
Noah was carefully cultivating his spirit.

So, a courageous faith is a faith that is able, if necessary,
to stand up alone for God in the midst of a crowd of worldly
people.

Noah's faith was severely tested, but his faith was perfected
through his courageous obedience. Our faith, too, will be
often tested. Let us, like Noah, be courageous, not cowardly,
during those tests.

V. CONDEMNING FAITH (Not Neutral To God's Standards)

"By his faith he (Noah) condemned the world." (Hebrews 11:7b)
Noah's purity amidst impurity, his honesty amidst dishonesty,
his hard work amidst laziness, his discipline amidst

indulgence, his godliness amidst wickedness - in short, Noah's
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righteous character in the midst of an unrighteous society
stood as a continuous condemnation to those around him.

"Noah's faith was a judgment on others. That is why, at least
in one sense, it is dangerous to be a Christian. It is not
that the Christian is self-righteous; it is not that the
Christian is censorious; it is not that the Christian goes
about finding fault with other people; it is not that the
Christian says: ‘I told you so.' It often happens that the
Christian simply by being himself is passing judgment on other
people." (Barclay's Hebrews; page 160)

The Christlike character of the true believer often stands as
a silent condemnation to unrepentant sinners.

VI. CONQUERING FAITH (Not Fruitless Of God's Rewards)

"By his faith he (Noah)....became heir of the righteousness
that comes by faith.” (Hebrews 11l:7b)

Faith always conguers! Faith brings victory! Faith is never
fruitless of God's rewards!

Faith saved Noah and his family from the destruction of the
terrible flood. Noah was declared righteous in God's sight
because of his faith. "Noah found favor in the eyes of the
Lord." (Genesis 6:8)

Without faith it is impossible to please God! Faith is the
way to God, and to God's honors, and to God's heaven. Faith
is the way to an abundant life. Faith saves one from a life
of sterility and saves one for a life of creativity and
productivity.

The way of faith is the way of holiness, and happiness, and
health.

CONCLUSION: The faith that congquers is the faith that is
fixed on the living God. Such a faith is exemplified in the
life of Noah who "found grace in the eyes of the Lord". Do
you want to be, like Noah, a person who finds favor in the
eyes of the Lord? What are the characteristics of an Enduring

Faith? (1) Caring Faith - (Not Indifferent To God's
Instructions) - Obedience. (2) Cautious Faith - (Not
hardhearted to God's Warnings) - Reverence. (3) Constant

Faith - (Not impatient to God's Timing) - Perseverance. (4)
Courageous Faith - (Not Cowardly in God's Testings) -
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Courageous. (5) Condemning Faith - (Not Neutral to God's
Standards) - Exemplary Character. (6) Congquering Faith -
(Not Fruitless of God's Rewards ) - Victorious.

Do you want to be, like Noah, a person who finds favor in the

eyes of the Lord? Then give yourself daily, routinely, and
persistently to the pursuit of God.
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Q
1

FAITH

NOAH'S FAITH AND OURS

UESTIONS

Does '"reason" sometimes stand in the way of a person
exercising the obedience to God which faith demands? Do
you think that, when God told Noah to build an ark, Noah

initially had a difficult time accepting such
"unreasonable" instructions from God? Do you agree with
the following statement: "While faith is not

unreasonable, faith does go beyond reason, and,
therefore, sometimes reason gets in the way of faith"?

Give scriptural support to document the truth of the
following statement: '"God never sends judgment without
first providing opportunity for mankind to repent of its
wickedness."

How would you describe the "ark" which God has prepared
for the saving of lost mankind, and what can sincere
believers do to motivate persons who are facing impending
judgment to enter God's "Ark"?

What, from a spiritual point of view, is the counterpart
of the physical ingredient of "pitch" in God's spiritual
"Ark of Safety"?

Why, according to Hebrews 11:7, was Noah not hardhearted
or unheeding regarding God's command to build an ark?
(Note Genesis 6:17) Why, according to Genesis 6:5, was
God so severe in his judgement on ancient mankind? Do
you agree with the following statement: "If unrepentant
sinners continue to spurn God's mercy, they will surely
and eventually reap God's judgment"! (Note Genesis 6:7
and II Peter 3:3-7)

Considering the life of Noah, tell why you agree or
disagree with the following statement: "A true faith is
a faith characterized by holy reverence and godly fear."
(Note Hebrews 13:25,28,29)

Do you agree with the following statement? "Every person
of faith must take caution to remain tender in his heart,
fervent in his spirit, and obedient in his will".
(According to I Corinthians 9:26,27, what was one of
Paul's great concerns?)
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

What kept Noah working on the ark, year after year, even
when many must have mocked him and called him a great
fool? (What keeps some Christians today working year
after year, faithfully and joyfully, in a local church --
even when others "jump ship"?)

Does great faith in God always produce immediate or
visible results?

How would you define and describe a "constant, enduring
faith", as exemplified in the life of Noah?

Give your interpretation of the following statement: "In
a result-oriented society, Noah would have been
considered a failure."

What is your response or reaction to the following
statement: "God wishes to save all mankind through the
instrumentality of His Word, but if the Word does not
accomplish its saving purpose through positive response
in its listeners, then the Word of God will affect its
purpose of judgment in the lives of those listeners who
reject its saving message."

How did Noah demonstrate courage in his faith, in the
context of the ancient world? Give examples of ways in
which a modern-day person of faith can demonstrate moral
courage in the midst of a society where compromise is
common. How does believing in the unseen world of
spiritual reality help motivate a person of faith to
maintain his strong convictions in the midst of strong
negative peer pressure?

Explain what is meant by the following statement: "It
often happens that the Christian simply by being himself
is passing judgement on other people."

In what ways was Noah's faith in God and his faithfulness
in obeying God's commands richly rewarded? Name ways in
which your faith or the €faith of those whom you
personally know, has been richly rewarded.
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CHAPTER 3

FAITH

ABRAHAM - VENTURESOME FAITH
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FAITH
ABRAHAM - VENTURESOME FAITH
OUTLINE:
SCRIPTURE: Genesis 12:1-5

TEXT: "By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a
place which he should after receive for an inheritance,
obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went."

INTRODUCTION: A brief survey of the life of Abraham teaches
one the true and simple meaning of faith. '"Faith is simply
believing what God has said, what God has promised; it is the
knowledge that what he has said he will do. Faith is not a
series of propositions which are either believed or not
believed. It is instead that trust in God which leads one to
follow him in whatever situation one may find himself, a trust
which waits on the Lord even in times when one is fearful for
his life...... Faith is primarily a relationship word which
involves our commitment to the faithful One. A man can keep
a great number of rules regarding right behavior and still not
be a man of faith." (G. Ernest Wright and Reginald Fuller)

PROPOSITION: The life of Abraham shows us, step by step, the
way of faith. Abraham is called the friend of God. Because
he believed God and obeyed His instruction, he was reckoned
righteous. It is important to understand and follow the way
of faith, for without faith it is impossible to please God.

OUTLINE:

I. GOD'S FIRST WORD - A COMMAND (12:1)

II. GOD'S GLORIOUS PROMISE - INCALCULABLE BLESSING (12:2-3)

III. MAN'S REQUIRED RESPONSE - OBEDIENCE (12:4-5)

IV. GOD'S TIMELY FULFILLMENT - ‘SPIRITUAL' BLESSINGS
(15:1-6:18:10-15:21:1-7)

V. THE BELIEVER'S SEVERE TEST - FIERY TRIAL (22:2)

VI. FAITH'S INDESCRIBABLE REWARD - FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD (15:6)

CONCLUSION: Abraham, the father of Faith, teaches us "The Way
of Faith'. Oh, that we each might exercise faith and be
called “the friend of God'!
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FAITH
ABRAHAM - VENTURESOME FAITH
SCRIPTURE: Genesis 12:1-5

TEXT: "By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a
place which he should after receive for an inheritance,
obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went."

INTRODUCTION: Many have asked, "What is faith?" A brief
survey of the life of Abraham teaches one the true and simple
meaning of faith.

“"Faith is simply believing what God has said, what God had
promised; it is the knowledge that what He has said He will
do. Faith is not a series of propositions which are either
believed or not believed. It is instead that trust in God
which leads one to follow him in whatever situation one may
find himself, a trust which waits on the Lord even in times

when one is fearful for his life.... Faith is primarily a
relationship word which involves our commitment to the
faithful One. A man can keep a great number of rules

regarding right behavior and still not be a man of faith."
(The Book of the Acts of God; pg.68) (G. Ernest Wright and
Reginald Fuller)

PROPOSITION: The life of Abraham shows us, step by step, the
way of faith, Abraham is called the friend of God. Because he
believed God and obeyed His instruction, he was reckoned
righteous. It is important to understand and follow the way
of faith, for without faith it is impossible to please God.

I. GOD'S FIRST WORD - A COMMAND (12:1)

God has a right to give commands. God is creator and as such
He has the right to command Adam and Eve not to eat of the
fruit of the tree in the midst of the garden.

God has a right to command Jonah to go to Nivevah. '"The Word
of the Lord came to Jonah, ‘Go to the great city of Nineveh'"

(Jonah 1:1). Jonah's disobedience to God's command brought
near-fatal consequences.

We, like Jonah, can run from the Lord (Jonah 1:3), or we, like
Abraham, can do as the Lord tells us (Gen. 12:4).

God had a right to call Jeremiah. (Quote Jeremiah 1:4-6)
God is Sovereign. God is creator. God is Redeemer! God owns

you, therefore God has a right to use you.
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""But who are you, O man, to talk back to God? Shall what
is formed say to him who formed it, ‘Why did you make me
like this?' Does not the potter have the right to make
out of the same lump of clay some pottery for noble
purposes and some for common use?" (Romans 9:20-21 NIV)

II. GOD'S GLORIOUS PROMISE - INCALCULABLE BLESSING (12:2-3)

"To make a new beginning, God takes this man out of his
surroundings; he has to leave his father's house, the place
where he was settled; he has to leave behind everything that
ties him to the past, and, most of all, he has to leave his
gods." (The Witnessing Community; De Detrich pg.33)

The measure of God's blessings far outweigh the price of man's
sacrificial obedience! God multiplies his blessings to the
believing and obedient heart. 8o it was with Abraham and so
it will be with his spiritual descendants - you and me! No
man can ever outgive God. Man is always on the receiving end.
The God of is the giver of all good and perfect gifts.

The great nations have come and gone, but that single Aramean
nomad - Abraham - is still claimed as a great ancestor by the
Jews, by Christians and even by the Moslems!

Said God to Abraham, "Look toward heaven, and number the
stars, if you are able to number them...So shall your
descendants be." (Gen. 15:5)

God's promises to Abraham are most generous and God's promises
to the believer today are most generous.

Christianity is not command-oriented, although it has
commands. Instead, Christianity is promise-oriented. Someone
calculated that there are 365 ‘don'ts' in the Bible, but that
there are 8000 promises in the Bible!

God desires to fill your life with unspeakable blessings.
Proverbs 3:9,10 deeply impresses me! "Honor the Lord by giving
Him the first part of all your income, and He will fill your
barns with wheat and barley and overflow your wine vats with
the finest wines."

For many years I have pictured heaven's opened window pouring
out blessings upon the obedient believer, as described in
Malachi 3:10. "Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse,
that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,'" says
the Lord Almighty," and see if I will not throw open the
floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you
will not have room enough for it." (NIV)

29



When you give to God, He always gives back to you - in
multiples!

God is not afraid to promise rewards to the believing child of
God. "The mind of Christ is gloriously positive..... All his
teaching and example cry aloud that life is good. His whole
purpose in coming to earth, he declared, was that we might
have life and have it to the full..... In the most famous
passage where Jesus praises self-denial and commends the
cross, he says that those who lose their lives shall find
them. Finding, not losing, is the last word of Christianity.
Indeed, in one place Jesus goes into the mathematics of it!
Whatever you lose you will receive a hundredfold - and
eternal life as well.... The New Testament is full of
rewards." (The Secret of Radiant Life;Sangster pg. 108,109)

IITI. MAN'S REQUIRED RESPONSE - OBEDIENCE (12:4,5)

God's glorious promises must be met with man's wholehearted
obedience. It may not always be convenient to obey, but it is
always wise. Hebrews 11:8 says of Abraham, "He went out, not
knowing where he was to go."

"To understand the nature of the break implied in these few
and sober words, we must remember the tribal system in which
religious, social, and cultural life is so closely knit that
to be cut off from the tribe is to lose one's identity, is to
be like a branch severed from its stem.”"” (The Witnessing
Community; pg.33) (Susanne DeDietrich)

Because Abraham severed himself from his past totally, God
created a new community for Abraham: "I will make of you a
great nation..... in you all the families of the earth will
be blessed." (Genesis 12:2-3)

Faith means that we, like Abraham, must ‘leave' the old way of
life to follow God into a new beginning. We must cut
ourselves off from our past life of sin, and identify with the
community of faith. We dare not turn back. 8Said Jesus, "No
one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for
service in the kingdom of God." (Luke 9:62)

It is not always easy to leave the familiar surroundings of
sin to follow God into a new and vunknown land of
righteousness. This is why we do not listen very carefully to
what God says to us. Do you remember the rich young ruler?
Jesus commanded him to leave the very thing that ensnared him
- his riches - and follow Christ. Loving his riches more than
the kingdom of God, he failed to follow Jesus, and he went
away sorrowfully, “for he was very rich'. Whether one has
much or little, he can be too rich to follow Christ!
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Abraham forgot his past and followed God. This is faith.
Wrote Paul, "Forgetting what is behind and straining toward
what is ahead.'" (Phil.3:13) Abraham was a forward-looking man
of faith. He left all to follow God.

Abraham's faith action reminds one of Ruth who also left her
past and followed her mother-in-law, Naomi, into a new land,
to become a part of the chosen people of God and indeed even
an ancestor of the Messiah himself! She had to leave the old
way of life before she could be the recipient of the gracious
promises of God. Faith is active and venturesome, not passive
and indifferent.

Joshua 1:7 is God's command not to turn back, but to leave the
past and to march forward with God into the promised land.

The prophet Ezekiel was God's mouthpiece to speak judgment on
Israel because of Israel's idolatrous unfaithfulness. As a
wife is unfaithful to her husband, so Israel was unfaithful to
God. Israel refused to leave her idolatry and to follow God.
(Ezekiel 23:7,8)

The believer, just like Abraham, must separate himself from
the past sins of his life. (2 Cor. 6:17,18)

"Therefore come out from them and be separate,
Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you.
I will be a Father to you, and you will be my
sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty."

IV. GOD'S TIMELY FULFILLMENT - "SPIRITUAL' BLESSINGS (15:1-6;
18:10-15; 21:1-7)

In God's own time, He fulfills his promises. "Abraham had to
wait twenty years before there was even a hint that this
(promise of a son) would come to pass." (God's
unfolding purposes;pg.51. Susanne De Dietrich)

The promise was fulfilled, miraculously. The birth of Isaac
is seen to be the miraculous activity of God, a gift of God's
grace. "The child promised by God contrary to all hope and
all human expectation is truly a «child of <grace."
(Ibid;pg.52)

The fulfillment of God's promise - to raise up a great people
from Abraham - is not found in Israel's cultural greatness, or
military greatness, or economic greatness. Wherein is found
Israel's greatness? Israel's true greatness is found in the
fact that Israel was the nation to whom God spoke and by whom
God speaks to the rest of the world. (Ibid;pg.51)
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God's promises are found in a spiritual fulfillment to the man
who patiently waits. No man must “force the hand of God'.
Abraham, in his humanity, grew impatient, and had a son by
Hagar. He was not the promised son. How like us - wishing to
speed up God's timing!

Faith involves waiting, at times. Writes James to all
believers: "Be patient, then, brothers until the Lord's
coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield it's
valuable crop and how patient he 1is for the fall and spring
rains. You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord's
coming is near.' (James 5:7,8)

Just as in the case of Israel, God will fulfill His promise to
the man of faith, not always or primarily, in terms of
cultural or economic blessings, but most wonderfully in terms
of spiritual fruitfulness. "He who goes out weeping, carrying
seed to sow, will return with songs of joy, carrying sheaves
with him." (Ps.126:6)

To be used of God as a witness and proclaimer of salvation is
the greatest blessing of all. " ‘Everyone who calls on the
name of the Lord will be saved.' How, then, can they call on
the one they have not believed in? And how can they hear
without someone preaching to them? And how can they preach
unless they are sent? As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the
feet of those who bring good News!'" (Romans 10:13-15, NIV)

To be given the “heathen' as converts is the greatest gift and
blessing possible! "Ask of me, and I will make the nations
your inheritance, and the ends of the earth your possession.'
(Psalms 2:8)

To be a holy people in the world, in the midst of an unholy
generation, is the greatest possible blessing from heaven. God
fulfilled his promise to Abraham, not in the mere giving of
physical descendents, by in the giving of an unnumbered
company of spiritual descendants through the true heir of
Abraham, Jesus Christ. ''These descendants, as numerous as the
stars of the sky (Genesis 15:5), are the multitude ‘which no
man could number', referred to in the visions in Revelation
Revelation 7:9)." (God's unfolding purposes;pg.52. Susanne De
Dietrich)

V. THE BELIEVER'S SEVERE TEST - FIERY TRIAL (Genesis 22:2)

"There is not a page in the whole 0ld Testament more poignant
than the twenty-second chapter of Genesis: ‘Take your son,
your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering.'" (Genesis
22:2). (God's unfolding purpose;pg.53)

32



This command to offer Isaac was the severest of all tests to
faith. "Wwhat is involved here is the faithfulness of God, the
hope of the believer, and even the salvation of the world."
(1bid;pg.53)

As the early church father Chrysostom said concerning this

command of God, "Here God contradicts God, faith contradicts
faith, the commandment contradicts the promise." (Ibid;pg.53)

But Abraham's sever test, successfully met, issued forth in
Abraham's unspeakable joy. God stayed the hand that would
have plunged the dagger into the heart of Iassc. God provided
a substitute lamb for a sacrifice.

Do you remember the Biblical account? Abraham's faith had
been tested and perfected, and therefore Abraham's troubled
(yet obedient) heart was comforted. (Quote Gensis 22:12-18)

Abraham's would-be sacrifice of his only son is a foreshadow
of God's literal sacrifice of his only Son. "The very thing
that God asks of Abraham, as a test of his faith, is something
God himself is willing to endure." (Ibid;pg.54)

Faith must be tested and perfected. As the faith of Abraham
was tested, so the children of Abraham (spiritually speaking)
will also be tested. (Quote I Peter 1:3-7)

Job's faith, you recall, was severely tested. He stood the
test and was spiritually refined. Said Job, "But he knows the
way that I take; when he has tested me, I will come forth as
gold."” (Job 23:10)

Believers, at times, may be called to go through the furnace
of affliction. "I have tested you 1in the furnace of
affliction." (Isaiah 48:10b)

Do you remember the three Hebrew children who were thrown
into the fiery furnace? They came out of that ordeal without
even their garments having the smell of smoke upon them. Only
God can take a person successfully through the furnace.

"When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply;
The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design

Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine."

(How Firm a Foundation)
God allows his saints to be afflicted, only in order to purge
them of the dross and defilements of life. Remember, God
never allows his children to shed ‘needless tears'. During
times of affliction and severe testing, keep your faith in a
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faithful and loving God, just like Abraham did. Exhorts the
apostle Peter, "Beloved, think it not strange concerning the
fiery trail which is to try you, as though some strange thing
happened unto you." (1 Peter 4:12)

Have you considered the ways of God, as they relate to the
testing and perfecting of man's faith?

Several times in scripture, there is a God-given birth of a
vision, followed by the death of that vision, only to be
eventually followed by a supernatural fulfillment of the
vision. Notice this pattern in scripture.

Take Abraham for instance. The birth of a vision is seen in
God's promise to make of Abraham a great nation. The death of
this vision is seen in Sarah's barrenness. The supernatural
fulfillment of the vision is seen in 1Iassc's birth in
Abraham's old age.

Take Joseph, as an example of this pattern. The birth of the
vision is seen in Joseph's dream's of Leadership. The death
of the vision is seen in Joseph being sold as a slave into
Egypt. Supernatural fulfillment - Leadership in Egypt. Or
take the nation of Israel. Her vision was national greatness.
The death of that vision is seen in Israel's oppression by the
world's nations. The supernatural fulfillment of Israel's
vision is seen in the salvation of the world's peoples through
Israel's greatest Jew - Jesus Christ.

Why the severe test of faith? Why the death of faith's vision?
Because God will share His glory with no man. The vision of
faith can only be fulfilled by the Giver of Faith - God
Himself. "Not by might nor by power, but by my spirit", saith
the Lord of Hosts.

God produces character through death. Only when a grain of
seed falls into the ground and dies, does it bring forth a
mighty spiritual harvest. "Humble yourselves therefore under
the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time."
(I Peter 5:6)

Abraham humbled himself in being willing to offer his son of
the alter. God honored his humble obedience and exalted him
in due time - to become the great father of the faithful. All
the people of the earth call him blessed.

God always rewards the faith which stands the test of the

fire! Abraham remains throughout the ages the veritable type
of the believer not only because he receives everything from
the hand of God, but because he is ready at any time to give
it back to God. 1In the life of Christians there are moments
when we walk in darkness, and must give up our most beloved

34



ones, our most cherished hopes. We have to give God a blank
check of faith and obedience. Then only can we understand
something of the agony of ‘our father in the faith.'" (The
Witnessing Community;pg.39)

VI. FAITH'S INDESCRIBABLE REWARD - FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD (15:6)

James 2:23 refers to Genesis 15:6 when it says, "And the
scripture was fulfilled that says, ‘Abraham believed God, and
it was credited to him as righteousness', and he was called
God's friend."

The ultimate reward for faith is nothing less than heaven!
Faith's immediate reward is to enjoy the friendship of God! A
right relationship with God! "In a single verse, the Bible

sums up what made Abraham important: ‘He believed the
Lord;and he reckoned it to him as righteousness.' (Genesis
15:6).

It is because of his faith in God that Abraham becomes the
archetype for true belief. ‘And he was called the friend of
God.' The Bible tells us. (James 2:23). To believe means to
trust the God who revealed himself to Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, to take him at his word. It means to obey his
commandments and to be convinced that his promises are
absolutely sure." (God's unfolding purposes;pg.57)

So it is with the man of faith today. Faith is not an option;
it is an absolute necessity. "And without faith it 1is
impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to Him must
believe that He exists and that He rewards those who earnestly
seek Him." (Hebrew 11:6)

He who exercises faith, pleases God. He who fights the good
fight of faith is given a crown of righteousness. "I have
fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept
the faith. Now there 1is 1in store for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award
to me on that day - and not only to me, but also to all who
have longed for His appearing.' (11 Timmothy 2:7,8)

He who 1is faithful unto death 1is given a crown of life
(Revelation 2:10 ¢). Great is the reward awaiting the faithful
and loving saints of God.

"No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what
God has prepared for those who love Him." (I Corinthians 2:9)
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CONCLUSION: Abraham, the father of faith, teaches us "The
Way of Faith."

We have noted the six sequential steps of faith:

(1) God's First Word - A Command

(2) God's Glorious Promises - Incalculable Blessings
(3) Man's Required Response - Explicit Obedience

(4) God's Timely Fulfillment - ‘Spiritual' Blessings
(5) Believer's Severe Test - Fiery Trials

(6) Faith's Indescribable Reward - Friendship with God.

Oh, that we each might exercise faith and be called ‘the
friend of God'!
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QU

FAITH
ABRAHAM - VENTURESOME FAITH

STIONS
As a result of making a brief survey of the life of
Abraham, how would you define “faith'? Is it possible for
a man to keep a great number of rules regarding right
behavior and still not be a man of faith? Why or why not?

On what basis does God have a ‘right' to command humans
to do certain things or to go to certain places? (Note
Romans 9:20-21)

In the case of Abraham, what do you think was the
‘rationale' behind God's command to Abraham to leave his
homeland?

Tell why you agree or disagree with the following state-
ment: '"The measure of God's blessings far outweigh the
price of man's sacrificial obedience!"

What three groups of people each claim Abraham as their
‘spiritual father'?

What evidence can you cite to document the statement that
Christianity is not command-oriented, but that it is
basically promise - oriented?

Is it evidence of spiritual immaturity for a believer to
be excited about earthly and spiritual and heavenly
rewards?

(Note [??77]12:32; Mark 10:30) 1Is the last word of
Christianity “finding' or ‘losing'? What is meant by the
statement:

"Man is always on the receiving end and God is always on
the giving end"?

Tell why you agree or disagree with the following
statement! "It may not always be convenient to obey God,
but it is always wise!" (Note Hebrews 11:8) Considering
the cultural characteristics of the tribal system during
the time of Abraham, explain why Abraham's obedience to
God's command must have been especially difficult.

Spiritually speaking, what does it mean for a person

today (like Abraham) to "leave the familiar and to
venture into the unknown"?
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

1l6.

17.

18.

19,

20.

Why can Isaac, the son of Abraham, be considered ‘a child
of grace'?

Wherein is found the greatness of Israel as a nation?

Because of the seeming ‘slowness' of God in fulfilling

His promises, is there a tendency for people to grow impa
tient (as in the case of Abraham) and then ‘to force the
hand of God' or ‘to speed up God's timing'?

Is there evidence from the scripture that often times one
important element in faith is waiting upon God? (Note
James 5:7,8)

Tell why you agree or disagree with the following
statement! "Just as in the case of Israel, God will
fulfill His promise to the man of faith, not always or
primarily, in terms of cultural or economic blessings,
but most wonderfully in terms of spiritual fruitfulness."

How can God's fulfillment of His promise to Abraham best
be described and identified? (Genesis 15:5 and Revelation
7:9)

Why do you believe God required such an unusually severe
test to be given to Abraham (Genesis 22:2)7 What are some
of the purposes of trials and tests which God allows or
brings into the lives of His people? (Note I Peter 1:6-7;
Job 23:10; I Peter 4:12)

In considering ‘the ways of God' as they relate to the
testing and the perfecting of a believer's faith,
describe what is meant by ‘the birth of a vision', “the
death of a vision', and “the supernatural fulfillment of
a vision'. Give examples of these three stages in the
lives of Biblical characters.

What positive purposes can be accomplished when God al-
lows a ‘death' to faith's vision?

What does the sacrificial faith of Abraham teach the per-
son who is earnestly seeking to serve God? Can you share
from your own personal life (or from your observation of
the life of a personal friend) what it means to give God
‘a blank check of faith and obedience'?

What are the immediate and the ultimate rewards fro

exercising strong faith in the Living God? (James 2:23;
Genesis 15:6; II Timothy 2:7,8)
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CHAPTER 4

FAITH

ABRAHAM - OBEDIENT FAITH
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FAITH
ABRAHAM - OBEDIENT FAITH
OUTLINE
SCRIPTURE: HEBREWS 11:8-10
INTRODUCTION: What does it mean to be a man of faith? The
faith of a true believer expresses itself in various ways.

There is the faith which ventures, the faith which waits,
and the faith which anticipates.

PROPOSITION: A true faith is a three dimensional faith.
There are times when faith ventures, times when faith waits
patiently, and times when faith anticipates and hopes.
Faith appropriately responds to each unique set of
circumstances.

I. ADVENTURESOME FAITH (Faith That Ventures) - Verse 8

II. PATIENT FAITH (Faith That Waits) - Verse 9

III. ANTICIPATORY FAITH (Faith That Hopes) - Verse 10

CONCLUSION: What is a three dimensional faith? It is a
faith that can venture courageously, a faith that can wait
patiently, and a faith that can hope expectantly. We must
have all three aspects of faith - the faith that can take
bold steps ahead for God, the faith that can wait on its
knees for God to act, and the faith that can inspire hope as
the saint awaits his final reward. Pray for a three
dimensional faith - a faith that can venture, a faith that
can wait, and a faith that can hope.
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FAITH
ABRAHAM - OBEDIENT FAITH
SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 11:8-10
INTRODUCTION: What does it mean to be a man of faith? The
faith of a true believer expresses itself in various ways.

There is the faith which ventures, the faith which waits,
and the faith which anticipates.

PROPOSITION: A true faith is a three dimensional faith.
There are times when faith ventures, times when faith waits
patiently, and times when faith anticipates and hopes.
Faith appropriately responds to each unique set of
circumstances.

I. ADVENTURESOME FAITH (Faith That Ventures) - Verse 8

"By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place
which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed;
and he went out, not knowing whither he went." (Hebrews
11:8)

Abraham's faith enabled him to take bold and aggressive
steps forward. "If faith can see every step of the way, it
is not faith." (Barclay's Hebrews; page 163)

"In any local church, there are three kinds of leaders -
risk-takers, caretakers, and undertakers. The risk-taker is
not merely a gambler. He carefully assesses a situation,
seeing the new possibilities within it. 1In a wholesome way,
he is visionary. His risks are calculated, and he derives
blessing from helping his followers to see and share the
risks - for Christ's sake. The risks may have to do with
new ministries, new approaches to evangelism, the planting
of new churches, outreach into new communities, new ways of
experiencing Christian fellowship, or new ways to make
worship more meaningful to God's people. You'll see all
these concerns reflected in the vibrant church of New
Testament times."

"The caretaker-type leader is more interested in
maintenance. He thinks in terms of leaving things no worse
than he found them. He is the faithful sort but cautious
and unvisionary. Caretaker leaders are not nearly so
stimulating to be around as risk-takers."

"The problem so far as the church is concerned is that
caretaker leaders too often pave the way for the undertaker.
He, too, is a kind of leader, presiding with dignity over
the affairs of death. Local churches too long on a
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caretaker regime will eventually be ready for the
ministrations of the undertaker." (Donald Bastian;
Adventures In Church Membership; page 203)

Faith is willing to venture for the Lord, not in some
foolhardy way but in a wise and trusting and courageous way.

Abraham was willing to venture to an unknown land because
God told him to leave the familiar and secure environment to
go to an unknown land.

Faith will sometimes call us to leave the familiar and the
secure environment to go into unknown lands (if not literal
‘lands', then new areas of endeavor for the Lord).

(Illustration: God called me to leave the secure
environment of my church office to go out into homes to
hold Home Bible Studies; I went ‘door to door' when I
first became pastor; my wife had to give me a little
push out the door to get me into new homes; God has
blessed with the salvation of hundreds of people in
their homes through the years; I challenge all to
venture for the Lord - to do what God wants you to,
even though it may mean venturing out into unfamiliar
territory or into new areas of service for the Lord,
like teaching a Sunday School class, or witnessing, or
tithing, etc.)

Are you willing to take risks for God? Do you have the
adventuresome spirit? Are you willing to leave the familiar
and the secure environment to go into a new and different
country for the Lord or into a new ministry for the Lord?
Are you willing for God to tap your unknown resources and
potential and gifts and abilities? Are you willing to obey
God even though you don't know the specifics and the details
of God's will for your life? Abraham committed himself to
obey the Lord before he had the knowledge of God's will
specifically. (Obedience comes before knowledge in
Christianity, even though our society teaches that we are to
get knowledge first and then decide whether or not we want
to obey. The latter method does not work. God demands
obedience to Him first, and then God will impart knowledge.
A man commits himself to a woman in marriage before the
knowledge of her is fully revealed to him. Commitment leads
to knowledge. There is great faith involved in a man taking
a woman as his wife for a lifetime, with little knowledge of
the woman herself or of the future happenings with her).

II. PATIENT FAITH (Faith That Waits) - Verse 9

"By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a
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strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and
Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise.' (Hebrews
11:9)

"To Abraham God's promise never came fully true; and yet he
never abandoned his faith." (Barclay's Hebrew; page 163)

There is the faith that ventures and there is also the faith
that waits patiently.

"We must see that in the abundant life of Christ's
indwelling fullness, through the Holy Spirit, there are two
ranges of power. One is related to the ACTIVE side of the
Christian's - or, if we may think collectively - of the
Church's life. Here we achieve, venture, preach, sing,
organize, administer. The other is related to the PASSIVE
side of life. Here we submit, endure, suffer, wait. The
history of Christian sanctify shows, I think, that not
infrequently the critical test comes to us in this passive
area of our experience. Here it is crucially revealed
whether or not we are appropriating the full measure of
strength offered us by our mighty Lord. Power to DO and to
DARE? Wonderful! To BE and to BEAR? Perhaps even more
wonderful!" (Prayer and Life's Highest; page 70; Rees)

It takes great faith to wait upon God, especially when,
while waiting, nothing spectacular seems to be happening.

"To wait is even harder than to adventure. The hardest time
of all is the time in between. At the moment of decision
there is the excitement and the thrill; at the moment of
achievement there is the glow and glory of satisfaction; but
in the in-between time there is necessary the ability to
plod and to wait and to work and to watch when nothing seems
to be happening. It is then that we are so liable to give
up our hopes and lower our ideals and sink into an apathy
whose dreams are dead. The man of faith is the man whose
hope is flaming bright, whose effort is intensely strenuous
even in the grey days when there is nothing to do but to
wait." (Barclay's Hebrews; page 163, 164)

If we need the faith that enables us courageously to venture
and to dare for the Lord, we also need the faith that
enables us patiently to wait upon the Lord for Him to work
in His own time and in His own way.

We are often told in Scriptures that we are not to lose
heart. '"Don't grow weary in well-doing, for in due season
ye shall reap if ye do not fait.'" (Galatians 6:9)
"Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye
know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord." (1
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Corinthians 15:58)

Life can be ‘so daily' and so routine. We must realize that
God is working at all times. Sometimes in the Christian
life there seems to be fast and obvious progress. At other
times in the Christian life there seems to be slow and
halting progress. But the man of faith will always hold
steady - in times of plenty and in times of poverty, in
times of success and in times of failures, in times of
aggressive venturing and in times of passive waiting, in
times of routine and in times of crisis, in times of praise
and in times of persecution.

Wrote Paul, "I have learned, in whatever state I am, to be
content. I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound;
in any and all circumstances I have learned the secret of
facing plenty and hunger, abundance and want. I can do all
things in him who strengthens me.'" (Philippians 4:11-13)

Faith adjusts itself to the situation - sometimes venturing
and sometimes waiting quietly upon the Lord.

A mother in the home with small children must daily exercise
the faith that is able to wait. When a woman invests so
much of herself in her children, she must wait sometimes for
years to see the results of her investment - in the lives of
dedicated children who take their mature place in the world,
serving unselfishly in turn as their mother did before them.
Faith, as in the case of Abraham, may mean that one will not
even live long enough to see all of God's promises
fulfilled. I repeat: "To Abraham, God's promise never came
fully true; and yet he never abandoned his faith." Think of
the mother who prays in great faith for the salvation of her
family. She may wait for years for their salvation and she
may not even live long enough to see the salvation of all
of them.

When we see great and quick results from our faith, we
should rejoice exceedingly, giving God all the glory for
victory, but when we do not see quick or obvious results
from our faith but instead have to wait patiently for
answered prayer, we also should rejoice that God is working
faithfully while we are waiting patiently upon Him. Obey
God while you are waiting and allow God to work - either
quickly or slowly.

III. ANTICIPATORY FAITH (Faith That Hopes) - Verse 10

"For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose
builder and maker is God.'" (Hebrews 11:10)

Abraham was able to keep going in life because he had his
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eyes fixed on a goal. He had his eyes on the heavenly
Jerusalem. BAll of earth's struggles were worthwhile because
Abraham knew that God would someday grant him entry into the
"city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is
God." (Hebrews 11:10) "The vision of the goal made him
able to face the difficulties and discouragements of the
way." (Barclay's Hebrews; page 164)

The vision of heaven's future rewards makes the present
toils of life endurable. If we suffer for Christ now, we
shall reign with Him then. The sufferings of the present
time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that shall
follow hereafter.

(It Will Be Worth It All')

"Life's trials will seem so small,
When we see Jesus.

So bravely run the race

*Till we see Christ."

('When We've Gone The Last Mile')

"When we've gone the last mile of the way,
We will Rest at the close of the day,

And I know there are joys that await me,
When we've gone the last mile of the way."

(When We All Get To Heaven)

"While we walk the pilgrim pathway,
Clouds will overspread the sky;

But when trav'ling days are over,
Not a shadow, not a sigh.

"Let us then be true and faithful,
Trusting, serving ev'ry day;

Just one glimpse of Him in glory
Will the toils of life repay.

Onward to the prize before us!

Soon His beauty we'll behold;

Soon the pearly gates will open,
We shall tread the streets of gold.

"Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor has it entered into
the heart of man, what God has prepared for those who love
him,"

When one loses sight of his goals, he loses hope, and when
one loses hope, he loses purpose for living. Despair sets
in and one flags in zeal and eventually abandons all his
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labors. Only as one keeps his visions clear and his goals
concrete, can he meet the toils and troubles of life with
fortitude and courage. The vision of heaven must be clear
if the labors on earth are to be endured with courage.

Jesus said, "Let not your hearts be troubled; ye believe in
God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are many
mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to
prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place
for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself;
that where I am, there ye may be also." (John 14:1-3)

Why was Abraham able to endure the hardships of his life and
labors on earth while he long awaited the fulfillment of
God's promises to him? Because "he looked for a city which
hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God" (Hebrews
11:10) Why are believers today able patiently to labor
decade after decade for the Lord and to endure hardship as
soldiers of the cross? Because they look to Jesus who, as
the author and finisher of their faith, has promised to give
them mansions in the sky by and by! 'Fear not, little
flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the
kingdom." (Luke 12:32)

Wrote Paul, "I have fought the good fight, I have finished
the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid
up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only
to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.” (11
Timothy 4:7,8). Why was Paul able to fight the good fight
and to keep the faith? Because he never lost sight of his
coming day of reward when God would crown him with the crown
of righteousness in heaven! Paul could endure so much and
labor so faithfully and wait so patiently because he kept
his eye on heaven's rewards. To the degree that one's
anticipation of heaven is great, to that same degree can one
patiently wait. When one knows that the business of heaven
is unalloyed joy, he can endure the pain and struggles of
earth.

Heaven will be a place of indescribable beauty, a place of
unalloyed joys, restful labors, creative pursuits, unblocked
fellowship, total knowledge, intimate companionship,
complete understanding, unlimited growth, and much more!!

Just as Abraham was able to persevere in faith because "he
looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and
maker is God" (Hebrews 11:10), so believers today are able
to persevere in faith because they see 'the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven."
(Revelations 21:2)
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"Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there
was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared
as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Now the
dwelling of God is with men and he will live with them.
They will be his people, and God himself will be with
them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from
their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or
crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed
away.' He who was seated on the throne said, ‘I am
making everything new!' Then he said, 'Write this
down, for these words are trustworthy and true.'"”
(Revelations2l:1-5)

A goal-oriented life is a life that can endure much during
the routine of daily living. One can wait patiently now if
he knows he will be crowned then! It is when one loses the
vision of the future crown that the sufferings of the
present become unbearable. John the Baptist could wait
patiently and suffer courageously while he was in prison, as
long as he could be reassured that Jesus was indeed the true
Messiah whose promises of future glory were all true!

As long as one can keep his vision intact he can keep his
life intact. One's vision of the innumerable company of
saints who will someday be gathered around the throne of
God, enables one to keep his faith during life's pilgrimage
which sometimes involves walking alone on the dusty roads of
life. The saint on earth can patiently bear the changes and
the chances of life, if he knows that he is headed for a
glorious destiny where change and decay will be no more and
where the changeless Christ will forever dwell with him!

When we get to heaven, faith will give way to sight. We
shall know Him face to face, beholding His glorious beauty
forever! Earth's experiences will then be seen as a preface
to a book, a prelude to a song, a porch to a house, and a
journey to a destination. 1In heaven the vision will become
the reality, the aspiration will become the fulfillment, the
shadow will become the substance, the sunset will become the
sunrise!

CONCLUSION: What is a three dimensional faith? It is a
faith that can venture courageously, a faith that can wait
patiently, and a faith that can hope expectantly.

We must have all three aspects of faith - the faith that can
take bold steps ahead for God, the faith that can wait on
its knees for God to act, and the faith that can inspire
hope as the saint awaits his final reward.
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Pray for a three dimensional faith - a faith that can
venture, a faith that can wait, and a faith that can hope.
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FAITH

ABRAHAM - OBEDIENT FAITH

QUESTIONS

1.

Share your understanding of the difference between bold
and aggressive steps of faith and presumptuous actions
which are motivated by selfish ambition.

Give your interpretation of the following statement:
"If faith can see every step of the way, it is not
faith."

Define and describe the following three types of
leaders in a local church: risk-takers, caretakers,
undertakers.

Share experiences from your own life (or from the lives
of personal friends) when God has called you (like as
in the case of Abraham) to leave your familiar and
secure environment to go into ‘unknown' areas of
ministries (or localities) for the Lord.

What are some of the factors that keep people from
making 'faith ventures' for the Lord? Do some
‘believers' expect God to reveal His specific will to
them before they decide to make a commitment to follow
God into “unknown territory'? From a study of the life
of Abraham, is it accurate to conclude that Abraham
committed himself to obey the Lord before he had the
knowledge of God's will specifically? Do you agree
with the following statement: Obedience comes before
knowledge in Christianity, even though our society
teaches that we are to get knowledge first and there
decide whether or not we want to obey?"

In order for the integrity of God's character to be
maintained, is it necessary for God always to fulfill
His promises to His people on this earth? Why or why
not? Were all of God's promises to Abraham fulfilled
during the lifetime of Abraham? Does it take more
faith to trust God, in spite of the lack of fulfillment
of God's promises, than it does to trust God because of
His promises being fulfilled during one's ‘earthly
pilgrimage'?

Explain and describe the Active and the Passive sides
of Christianity, as these dimensions of the Christian
life relate to the life of Faith. Which dimension of
the Christian life requires a greater exercise of
faith? Why?
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10.

11.

12,

13.

14,

15.

Tell why you agree or disagree with the following

statement: "It takes great faith to wait upon God,
especially when, while waiting, nothing spectacular
seems to be happening." What is meant by the "in

between'" times of life?"

Why is it so important for the person of faith to ‘hold
steady' during the changes and the chances of life?
(Note Galatians 6:9 and I Corinthians 15:58 and
Philippians 4:11-13)

Do you agree with the following statement: "When we
see great and quick results from our faith, we should
rejoice exceedingly, giving God all the glory for
victory, but when we do not see quick or obvious
results from our faith but instead have to wait
patiently for answered prayer, we also should rejoice
that God is working faithfully while we are waiting
patiently upon Him".

In light of the fact that God's promises to Abraham
never came fully true, what kept Abraham from
abandoning his faith and what kept Abraham's hope
alive? (Note Hebrews 11:10) How does keeping a clear
vision of one's spiritual goal help one to face life's
difficulties and discouragements? (Note John 14:1-3;
Luke 12:32; II Timothy 4:7,8)

According to your limited understanding of the Bible's
teaching regarding ‘Heaven' how would you describe the
life and the conditions of ‘Heaven'? (Note Revelation
21:1-5)

Do you agree with the following statement: "It is when
one loses the vision of the future crown that the
sufferings of the present become unbearable."

Give your comments on the following statements
regarding heaven:

When we get to heaven, faith will give way to
sight. We shall know Him face to face, beholding
His glorious beauty forever! Earth's experiences
will then be seen as a preface to a book, a
prelude to a song, a porch to a house, and a
journey to a destination. In heaven the vision
will become the reality, the aspiration will
become the fulfillment, the shadow will become the
substance, the sunset will become the sunrise!

What are the characteristics of ‘a three dimensional
faith'?
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CHAPTER 5

FAITH

ABRAHAM - SACRIFICIAL FAITH
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FAITH
ABRAHAM - SACRIFICIAL FAITH
OUTLINE:
SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 11:17-19

INTRODUCTION: Notes Clarence Macartney, "Abraham is revered
by more people of different faiths and race than any other man
in the Bible. The Jews venerate him as the Father of the
Faithful; the Moslems venerate him as their ancestor through
his son Ishmael; and the Christians venerate him as the Friend
of God and the type of redeeming faith in Christ, for Christ
said that Abraham rejoiced to see his day."

PROPOSITION: From a study of Abraham's sacrifice of Isaac, we
may state with conviction that a supreme test from God which
is met with a supreme trust in God will result in a supreme
triumph for God.

OUTLINE:
I. THE COMMAND THAT DEFIES REASON (Genesis 22:1-2) - Supreme
Test

II. THE AGONY THAT DESCRIBES OBEDIENCE (Genesis 22:3-8) -
Supreme Trust

III. THE RESCUE THAT DEFINES VICTORY (Genesis 22:9-19) -
Supreme Triumph
A. Human Obedience (v.9-10)
B. Divine Rescue (v.11-18)

(1) God's Pleasure (Genesis 22:12) - Here 1is
praise for a test successfully passed.

(2) God's Provision (Genesis 22:13-14) - Here is
provision of a sacrifice lovingly given.

(3) God's Promise (Genesis 22:15-18) - Here 1is
promise of future Dblessings confidently
reiterated.

C. Human Enjoyment

- Benefits of Obedience in Isaac's Life.

(1) Obedience allowed Isaac to see God's miracle
of salvation of his life at the last moment.

(2) Obedience allowed Isaac to enjoy God's favor
resting upon him as the promised child of
Abraham.

(3) Obedience allowed Isaac to be in submission to
his father during the test, and to be in
closer fellowship than ever with his father
following the test.
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(4) Obedience allowed Isaac to be more strongly
convinced that he was the promised son through
whom all future generations would be blessed.

- Benefits of Obedience in Abraham's Life

(1) Obedience allowed Abraham to observe the
miracle of God's intervention.

(2) Obedience allowed Abraham to confirm his faith
in God's ability to provide in the hour of
greatest need.

(3) Obedience allowed Abraham to enjoy the comfort
of God's intimate presence and God's wonderful
saving power.

(4) Obedience allowed Abraham to enjoy, as never
before, the companionship of his son whom he
grew to love more deeply, following the test.

(5) Obedience allowed Abraham the privilege of
receiving God's reiterated blessings regarding
future generations.

CONCLUSION: The rewards for obedience today are many: (1)
seeing God's miraculous interventions in our lives; (2)
enjoying God's nearer presence and His favor resting upon us;
(3) experiencing deeper fellowship with fellow believers; (4)
receiving assurance that our future generations will be
blessed.
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FAITH
ABRAHAM - SACRIFICIAL FAITH
SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 11:17-19

INTRODUCTION: Notes Clarence Macartney in his book. “The
Greatest Men of the Bible', "The spring or fountain from which
a river flows is more important than any other part of the
river. Abraham is the fountain whence flows the stream of
faith in God. The great work of faith and redemption, God's
plan for the ages, commenced with Abraham, when God called him
out of Ur of Chaldee and made him the father of the faithful
and the founder of the Hebrew race. He told Abraham that in
him all nations of the earth would be blessed. That prophecy,
to a degree, has been fulfilled today, for all mankind have
been blessed by the revelation of God given to Israel and the
fulfillment of that revelation in Jesus Christ. Abraham is
revered by more people of different faiths and race than any
other man in the Bible. The Jews venerate him as the Father
of the Faithful; the Moslems venerate him as their ancestor
through his son Ishmael; and the Christians venerate him as
the Friend of God and the type of redeeming faith in Christ,
for Christ said that Abraham rejoiced to see his day." (pg.
85,86)

The story of Abraham's sacrifice of Isaac is doubtless the
most popular and the most important episode from the life of
Abraham. The story is recorded in Genesis 22:1-19 which we
will look at in some detail.

From this episode in Abraham's life, we learn three broad
truths: (1) The Command that Defies Reason (Genesis 22:1-2);
(2) The Agony that Describes Obedience (Genesis 22:3-8); (3)
The Rescue that Defines Victory (Genesis 22:9-19).

PROPOSITION: From a study of Abraham's sacrifice of Isaac, we
may state with conviction that a supreme test from God which
is met with a supreme trust in God will result in a supreme
triumph for God.

I. THE COMMAND THAT DEFIES REASON (Genesis 22:1-2) - Supreme
Test

Notes Barclay, "Abraham is the pattern of the man who accepts
what he cannot understand. To Abraham there had come this
completely incomprehensible demand. It did not make sense.
The promise was that in Isaac his seed would grow and grow
until he became a mighty nation in which all nations would be
blessed. On the life of Isaac depended the promise; and now
God seemed to demand that life to take it away. As Chrysostom
put it: “The things of God seemed to fight against the things
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of God, and faith fought with faith, and the commandment
fought with the promise. 1Into life for everyone at some time
there comes something for which there seems to be no reason,
something which passes comprehension and something which
defies explanation. It is then that a man is faced with
life's hardest battle - the battle to accept when he cannot
understand. At such a time there is only one thing to do - to
submit, to accept, to obey; and to do so without resentment
and without rebellion, saying: “God, Thou art love! I build
my faith on that.'" (Barclay's Hebrews; pg. 172,173)

II. THE AGONY THAT DESCRIBES OBEDIENCE (Genesis 2:3-8) -
Supreme Trust

God's ways are not our ways; therefore, there may be times
when God asks us to do something which at the time seems
difficult or even unreasonable.

It is certain that God will command us to give up our sons and
daughters to Jesus Christ. It may seem hard to do this. Our
tendency, as parents, is to hold on to our sons and daughters,
to be possessive of them, or to squeeze them into our own
molds. There must come a time when we truly dedicate them to
the Lord, even if this means that, in giving them to the Lord,
we give them up to die for the Lord on the mission field.

As in the case of Abraham, it can be a very emotional
experience to sacrifice our children for the Lord. Abraham
was successful as a father for he did not allow his personal
emotions of agony, due to God's command to sacrifice his son,
to stand in his way of actually obeying the Lord's command.

The supreme test of fatherhood is to act in obedience to God
when our emotions direct us to act in disobedience to God. To
be a good father means to obey the voice of conscience instead
of the clamor of one's own emotions, when the latter
challenges the former. If Abraham would have obeyed his
emotions instead of his conscience, he would have disobeyed
God.

There are times when fathers must lay their sons and daughters
on the altar of God and surrender them to the service of God.
The way of surrender may not always be easy, but it is always
right, and even though the way of surrender and sacrifice may
seem to be the way of defeat, it is always and ultimately the
way of victory!

Surrendering your children to God will always lead ultimately

to joy and victory, but initially the way of surrender may
bring emotional sorrow and may even defy reason.
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Thousands and thousands of fathers and mothers have climbed
the steep and lonely path of Moriah to offer their sons and
daughters to the Lord. Some have given up their children by
sending them off to a Christian college, far away from home,
when emotionally those parents would have rather had their
children stay home to take over the family business or ranch
or farm. Those children never returned to the home place but
instead married and are now serving the Lord far away from
their home. Other parents have sacrificed their sons and
daughters on the altar of missionary service, and as a result
see their children only once every four or five years when
they are on missionary furlough. A few fathers and mothers
have made the supreme sacrifice and have literally given up
their children to die on the mission filed.

Other parents have given up their children to die in the
service of their country, as in World War II.

Have you, as a father or a mother, truly dedicated your
children to the Lord? Have you placed them on the altar of
sacrifice? Have you taken your hands off of them and placed
them into the hands of God?

This is not to say that we, as parents, are not responsible
for them or that we are not to act as God's hands of guidance
to them, or as God's voice of instruction to them, or as God's
representative of love to them. We are to provide guidance,
instruction, discipline, and love to them. But we, as
parents, are never to be possessive of them. We are instead
to recognize that we do not own our children; they are loaned
by God to us for a few years. They belong to God. We must
allow God to lead them into His service. We must not stand in
the way of God's leadership in their lives.

Even though our emotional ties to our children are rightly
strong and intense, we must never allow our emotions to rule
our responses toward our children. We must obey the voice of
God rather than the emotions of our heart, even when to obey
God's voice (as in the case of Abraham) seems to defy our
reason and to crush our emotions. To obey God as it relates
to our children may be costly.

As in the case of Abraham, it is hardest of all to obey when
your mind is confused and your hopes are dashed and your
emotions are crushed. It is hard to obey, when to obey seems
to mean that your total future is forfeited! Obedience to God
can bring tears to the eyes, but obedience to God cannot take
faith from the soul. For obedience, even though it can defy
the reason and even though it can bring agony to the emotions,
is the very thing that brings life to the soul. As Abraham
was on his way up the mountain to sacrifice his son, his mind
was confused and his heart was heavy, but his spirit was alive
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to faith, for he was able to answer his son when he asked
Abraham where was the sacrifice, ‘The Lord will provide.'
Bmidst the agony of sorrow there was the ecstacy of trusting
God for the provision of a sacrifice. In the darkest night of
sorrow, often the brightest words of faith are spoken: “God
will provide.'

When your mind is confused and when your heart is broken, your

spirit can still declare with conviction: "The Lord will
provide." These are words of faith which express belief in
the unseen provisions of God. When all doors are closed to
man, there is always a door open to God! When all human
options are exhausted, there is always a divine option
available! "The Lord will provide" - in His own unigue time
and way!

The story of BAbraham teaches wus the importance of
demonstrating supreme trust in God during the hour of a
supreme test. Abraham was tested severely - he was commanded
to sacrifice his promised son, the very son from whom all
future generations would descend. But in the midst of his
supreme test, when his mind was confused and his heart was
crushed, he exercised supreme trust in the living God: "The
Lord will provide." These are words of total trust that the
unseen God will give victory in the face of defeat and will
bring meaning out of a confusing, incomprehensible set of
circumstances! Faith is the way of victory. A supreme test
which i1s endured with supreme trust will lead to supreme
triumph! To obey a divine command which seems unreasonable
may bring agony to the soul now but obedience ultimately will
bring total victory.

"The story (of Abraham's sacrifice of Isaac) teaches us that
we must be ready to sacrifice that which is dearest to us for
the sake of loyalty to God." (Barclay's Hebrews; pg. 171)

We have already spoken of the Christian parent's
responsibility of laying his children on God's altar of
consecration. Every Christian parent must surrender his
children to God, even if this means giving up his children
literally to die on some foreign field of service.

The story of Abraham teaches us that we must die to our own
desires and obey God even if at times this obedience brings
confusion to the mind and tears to the heart! Obedience
ultimately leads to indescribable joy, but obedience to God's
commands may initially involve great sacrifice which brings
agony to the soul!

Notes Paul Rees, "I have long been charmed and, I may add,
chastened by the life-story of Henry Martyn.
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With his brilliant student career at Cambridge behind
him, there came the call of his Lord to the mission
field. Though several attractive, lucrative vocations
were open to him, he said: '"Here I am, Lord: send me to
the ends of the earth; send me to the rough, the savage
pagans of the wilderness; send me from all that is called
comfort in earth; send me even to death itself if it but
be in Thy service and in Thy kingdom."

When he fell deeply in love with a girl named Lydia, he
told her of his call form God to live and minister in
India. Was this agreeable to her? He pleaded that it
might be. It was not. If he would stay in England, he
could have her as his bride. If he went to India, it
would be without her. Hence the question, like a drum-
beat in his brain: "India or Lydia? Lydia or India?..."

But Martyn was a master man-mastered by love and love's

Master. Therefore the mastery was his in a crisis of
poignant choice. Pain-drenched yet triumphant was his
witness: "My dear Lydia and my duty call me different
ways."

Yet God hath not forsaken me....I am born for God only.

Christ is nearer to me than father or mother or sister."

Obedience to God's call resulted in great agony of soul to
Henry Martyn, but because of his supreme trust in God during
this supreme test of obedience, Henry Martyn could also
testify to supreme triumph in God: "I am born for God only.
Christ is nearer to me than father or mother or sister."

Sacrificing the dearest thing to you may involve agony, as it
did in the case of Abraham, but during the supreme test and
sacrifice you may say (as Abraham said) "God will provide".

Henry Martyn had to sacrifice getting married to follow
Christ, but God provided for Henry Martyn.

Sacrifice for some might involve surrendering one's money to
God (Note Matthew 17:21).

For others, sacrifice might involve surrendering ease,
prestige, and luxury to follow Christ. Think of Albert
Schweitzer, whose call from God took him to the jungles of
Africa as a missionary for a lifetime. Schweitzer had several
earned doctorate degrees - in theology, in music, in medicine
- and yet he chose to surrender ease and wealth in America and
accept challenge, hard work, inconveniences, and heartache to

minister to the poor and the diseased in Africa. But a
supreme trust that matches a supreme test results in a supreme
triumph in life. Albert Schweitzer's sacrificial life will
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always be highly revered in the hearts of millions! He who
sacrifices greatly is honored greatly!

III. THE RESCUE THAT DEFINES VICTORY (Genesis 22:9-19) -
Supreme Triumph

A supreme test from God that is met with a supreme trust in
God results in a supreme triumph for man! Abraham experienced
the greatest test of his life when he was commanded by God to
sacrifice his promised son on an altar. But, because he
obeyed explicitly and trusted totally ("the Lord will
provide"), Abraham ultimately enjoyed the greatest triumph of
his life. Obedience in an hour of severe trial brought to
Abraham God's pleasure (v.12), God's provision (v.13,14), and
God's promise (v.15-18). In considering Abraham's supreme
triumph, we must look at three things: Human obedience,
Divine rescue, and Human enjoyment.

A. Human Obedience (v.9-10)

Genesis 22:9-10 describes Abraham's obedience. No
greater demonstration of human obedience to a divine
command can be found in Holy Scripture! No greater
confusion of mind or agony of heart has been experienced
by any man than that which Abraham experienced on that
dreadful day when he raised the knife preparing himself
to kill his long-awaited-for and divinely-promised son.
Neither doubt that assailed his mind nor sorrow that
filled his heart nor fear that plagued his soul could
keep Abraham from binding his son on the altar and from
raising his knife high into the air! Nothing other than
the angel's voice could stop Abraham's hand from
descending to slaughter his son and presenting him as a
sacrifice to the God of Heaven. Abraham's love for his
son was great, but his love for his God was greater yet.
And love for one's Master always means obedience to one's
Master. Love for God is not mere sentimentality; love is
obedient action, even if that obedient action means
sacrificing the dearest thing on earth to one's God!

And so it is today. Love for God means obedience to God,
even if that obedience seems to defy the reason and crush
the heart. Obedience is an act of the will, with or
without the understanding of the mind or the joy of the
heart. Reason and emotions must both bow before the
dictates of the will. 1In positively exercising his will
in obedience to his God, Abraham was also submitting the
reasons of his mind and the emotions of his heart to the
dictates of his will, in order to fulfill the hard
commands of his God!
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"By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples if
ye keep my commandments." This is Jesus' word to every
disciple today!

Wrote John, '"We know that we have come to know him if we
obey his commands. The man who says, ‘I know him', but
does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is
not in him. But if anyone obeys his word, God's love is
truly made complete in him.'" (I John 2:3-5) Obedience
to God's commands not only demonstrates the genuiness of
love, but obedience also perfects one's love for God. 1It
was so in Abraham's case, and it is also true in our
case!

We must now look at the rewards for obedience.

B. Divine Rescue (v.11-18)

(1) God's Pleasure (Genesis 22:12) - (Here is
praise for a test successfully passed)

There can be no greater reward for obedience than
the “smile of God's approval' resting upon the
obedient one. To know that God backs your actions
is to know that you are living in harmony with the
universe. ‘If God is for us, who can be against
us?'

(2) God's Provision (v.13,14) - (Here is provision
of a sacrifice lovingly given)

What Abraham declared by faith - ‘The Lord will
provide' - the Lord fulfilled miraculously - just
in the ‘nick of time'. A moment later, Isaac would
have been dead!

In our greatest hour of trial, when all seems
hopeless, the Lord will miraculously provide! God
rescued Isaac from the hand of death through the
provision of a substitutionary sacrifice in the
form of a ram caught by its horns in a thicket.

God provides for sinful mankind, but God's
provision for sin was made possible, not through
the last minute rescue of His Son from the cross,
but through the agonizing death of His Son on the

cross. ‘By His stripes we are healed' from the
deadly disease of sin. Because Jesus died, we may
live.

As believers who are seeking to obey God, we can be
assured that God will provide safety, security, and
eternal salvation to us. Divine rescue in some
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form is always the gift of God to believing,
obeying Christians. Divine rescue means, most of
the time (but not all the time), rescue from
physical harm. But, if God chooses not to rescue us
from the jaws of physical death, He has promised
always to rescue us from the jaws of eternal death
and to save us for His eternal kingdom (Hebrews
11:35-38). God will provide for all the needs of
the obedient Christian - both in life and in death,
both in the routine of everyday living and at the
altar of severe testing on the top of Mount Moriah
(Genesis 22:14).

(3) God's Promise (v.15-18) - (Here is promise of
future blessings confidently reiterated)
"Abraham had stood the terrible test. To all

intents and purposes, he had offered up his only
son on the altar. God knew that Abraham feared him
and believed in him, "Now I know that thou fearest
God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine
only son from me.' That was the end of Abraham's
probation. He had been tried and not found
wanting. Now God repeated the blessing. It was no
longer a hypothetical blessing, but one which was
assured. The faith of Abraham guaranteed the
blessing. God said to him, “Because thou hast done
this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine
only son: that in blessing I will bless thee, and
in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the
stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon
the sea shore;....and in thy seed shall all the
nations of the earth be blessed, because thou hast
obeyed my voice.' Think of that! All humanity, to
the remotest age, forever blessed because there on
the mount one man obeyed God!" (The Greatest Men
of the Bible; Macartney;pg.94,95)

When we obey the Lord during the tests of life, we
bring God's pleasure upon us, God's provisions to
us, and God's promises through us to future
generations. Abraham did not see the fulfillment
of all God's promises to him personally, but all
future generations since his time have reaped the
benefits of his obedience to God.

It is an exciting thought to realize that your
obedience to God not only brings God's present
favor upon you and God's present provisions to you,
but that your obedience to God also brings future
blessings wupon your future generations! Your
obedience and godly life now will have their
definite positive benefits upon future generations
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- even to the fourth and fifth and sixth
generations.

C. Human Enjoyment

In considering Abraham's supreme test, we have looked at
Human Obedience and Divine Rescue (Genesis 22:9-18). In
looking at this story, it is easy to note the results of
obedience, in both the lives of Abraham and Isaac, in
terms of Human Enjoyment!

Sweet is the fruit of obedience! We can note at least
four or five similar benefits in the life of Abraham and
in the life of Isaac, because both were obedient to the
commandment of God. Abraham's obedience is expressed in
terms of the active initiator, and Isaac's obedience is
expressed in terms of the passive cooperator.

Benefits of Obedience in Isaac's Lif

1. Obedience allowed Isaac to see God's miracle of
salvation of his life at the last moment.

2. Obedience allowed 1Isaac to enjoy God's favor
resting upon him as the promised child of Abraham.

3. Obedience allowed Isaac to be in submission to his

father during the test, and to be in closer
fellowship than ever with his father following the
test.

4, Obedience allowed 1Isaac to be more strongly
convinced that he was indeed the promised son
through whom all future generations would be
blessed.

Benefits of Obedience In Abraham's Life

1. Obedience allowed Abraham to observe the miracle of
God's intervention.

2. Obedience allowed Abraham to confirm his faith in
God's ability to provide in the hour of greatest
need.

3. Obedience allowed Abraham to enjoy the comfort of
God's intimate presence and God's wonderful saving
power.

4, Obedience allowed Abraham to enjoy, as never

before, the companionship of his son whom he grew
to love more deeply, following the test.

5. Obedience allowed Abraham the privilege of
receiving God's reiterated blessings regarding
future generations.

The rewards for obedience today are many and multiple and
wonderful. We can be sure that obedience will bring
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great blessings to us, as obedience brought to Abraham
and Isaac - blessings like (1) seeing God's miraculous
interventions in our lives; (2) enjoying God's nearer
presence and His favor resting upon us; (3) experiencing
deeper fellowship with fellow believers; (4) receiving
assurance that our future generations will be blessed.

CONCLUSION: In looking at the story of Abraham's sacrifice of
Isaac, we have seen three main things: (1) The Command that
Defies Reason (v.1-2), (2) The Agony that Describes Obedience
(v.3-8), (3) The Rescue that Defines Victory (v.9-19).

There may be times in our lives when God gives us a Birth of
a vision, only to bring a Death to that same vision, in order
eventually to give a Resurrection to that vision. When God
delivered a death to the very vision which God had given birth
to, this act of God seemed totally contradictory, but Abraham
continued to believe in God nevertheless. The 'Nevertheless'
of faith is the key to understanding Abraham's faith. Even
though God's command (‘'sacrifice Isaac') fought against God's
promise ('in Isaac shall all the nations be blessed'), Abraham
was convinced that God would miraculously solve this dilemma.
"Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and
figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from the
death." (Hebrews 11:19) The God who gives birth to a vision
and who brings death to the same vision, is the God who gives
resurrection to the vision.

God's command which defied Abraham';s reason seemed to
contradict God's divine promises. The agony which describes
Abraham's obedience seemed to crush Abraham';s human feelings.
But, praise be to God, the divine rescue that defines human
victory, seemed to perfect Abraham's love immeasurably!

God always has a purpose for what He does and, even though
God's purposes may at times defy human reason and devastate
human emotions, the man of faith must obey explicitly if he is
to enjoy the blessings of God fully.

The supreme test which is met with supreme trust results in
supreme triumph!
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Q
1

UESTI

FAITH
ABRAHAM - SACRIFICIAL FAITH

_ONS

Why do you think that Abraham "is revered by more people
of different faiths and race than any other man in the
Bible" (Clarence Macartney)?

Tell with what degree of conviction you agree with the
following statement:"A supreme test from God which is met
with a supreme trust in God will result in a supreme
triumph for God". Can you share any personal experiences
from your own life which validates the truth of this
statement?

Considering Genesis 22:1-2, how would you describe a
believer's hardest battle in life?

What should be the attitude and the response of a
believer when things happen in life which defy reason,
and/or when God requires a believer to face a trial or a
test which he cannot understand?

From your own experiences or from your observation of the
experiences of others, have you learned that (as in the
case of Abraham) obedience to God sometimes requires
making a hard decision that may be contrary to one's own
rational understanding or contrary to one's own emotional
desires?

Tell why you agree or disagree with the following
statement:"The way of surrender to God may not always be
easy, but it is always right, and even though the way of
surrender and sacrifice may seem to be the way of defeat,
it is always and ultimately the way of victory!"

Share various ways in which modern-day parents can place
their sons and daughters on ‘the altar of sacrifice' to
God. Is it still true to say (as in the case of
Abraham's would-be sacrifice of Isaac on a literal altar)
that to obey God, as it relates to our children, it may
be very costly?

Tell why you agree or disagree with the following
statement :"Obedience, even though it can defy the reason
and even though it can bring agony to the emotions, is
the very thing that brings life to the soul."
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

In what way was Abraham's reply to Isaac's question,
regarding the whereabouts of the animal sacrifice, an
answer of strong faith?

During a time of severe testing, when a man of faith
declares "The Lord will provide," what, in reality, is he
declaring regarding life's obstacles and regarding God's
power?

Is it true to say that the person of faith must always be
ready to sacrifice that which is dearest to him for the
sake of loyalty to God? What specifically must a
believer be ready to sacrifice to God because of his love
for God?

Do you agree with the following description of
Obedience:"Obedience is an act of the will, with or
without the understanding of the mind or the joy of the
heart"? Have you ever had a time in your life when your
reason and your emotions both had to bow before the
dictates of your will, based upon your determination to
obey a hard command of God?

What is the relationship between ‘Obedience' and ‘love',
as these relate to each other during a time of
severetesting? (I John 2:3-5)

In what ways did God richly reward Abraham for his
explicit obedient to God's hard command? (Genesis 22:12-
18)

With the illustration of Abraham's would-be sacrifice of
Isaac in mind, what can you say is the basis of God's
rescue of lost mankind?

Does God's rescue of believers always include physical
protection? Why or why not? (Note Hebrews 11:35-38).
Tell why you agree or disagree with the following
statement: "God will provide for all the needs of the
obedient Christian - both in life and in death, both in
the routine of everyday living and at the altar of severe
testing on the top of Mount Moriah."

From your knowledge of Biblical characters and from your
personal life experiences, illustrate the truth of the
following statement: '"When we obey the Lord during the
tests of life, we bring God's pleasure upon us, God's
provisions to us, and God's promises through us to future
generations."
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18.

List several benefits which Abraham and Isaac each
received, as a result of their successful response to
God's most challenging test to them. List some of the
benefits that present day believers will experience as a
result of careful obedience to God's explicit
instructions.
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CHAPTER 6

FAITH

LOT - SHALLOW FAITH
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FAITH
LOT - SHALLOW FAITH
OUTLINE

SCRIPTURE: Genesis 13:1-13; 19:15-38

TEXT: "Lot pitched his tent toward Sodom."

INTRODUCTION: Lot was a believer, but he was a shallow
believer. He can be characterized as a worldly-minded
believer, one who set his heart upon material wealth rather
than upon spiritual growth, one who allowed himself to be
overcome by covetousness and greed.

PROPOSITION: Lot is like too many professors of Christianity
- worldly-minded and preoccupied with material pursuits rather
than spiritual pursuits. Lot compromised with sin, and too
many believers today are also flirting with sin. To flirt
with sin is to court disaster, however.

OUTLINE:

I. LOT WAS TOO EASILY INFLUENCED BY MATERIALISTIC
CONSIDERATIONS.

A. Materialistic Pursuits Caused him to make selfish
choices.

B. Materialistic Pursuits Caused him to be insensitive
to spiritual values.

IT. LOT GRADUALLY COMPROMISED WITH SIN AND ULTIMATELY LOST
EVERYTHING.

CONCLUSION: Lot forever teaches us the folly of being a
worldly-minded believer. The perils of materialism are ever
present. Stay close to the company of the godly. Don't
compromise with sin. Don't pitch your tent toward Sodom!
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FAITH
LOT - SHALLOW FAITH

SCRIPTURE: Genesis 13:1-13; 19:15-38

TEXT: "Lot pitched his tent toward Sodom."
INTRODUCTION: Lot was a believer, but he was a shallow
believer. He can be characterized as a worldly-minded

believer, one who set his heart upon material wealth rather
than upon spiritual growth, one who allowed himself to be
overcome by covetousness and greed.

PROPOSITION: Lot is like too many professors of Christianity
- worldly-minded and preoccupied with material pursuits rather
than spiritual pursuits. Lot compromised with sin, and too
many believers today are also flirting with sin. To flirt
with sin is to court disaster, however.

Lot was a materialist. He was too easily influenced by
materialistic considerations. Lot gradually compromised with
sin and ultimately lost everything.

I. LOT WAS TOO EASILY INFLUENCED BY MATERIALISTIC
CONSIDERATIONS.

A. Materialistic Pursuits Caused him to make selfish
choices

Lot did not feel bad to put himself and his own materialistic
interests first, before the interests of Abraham.

His love of money caused him to disregard others. Money can
still put blinders on people's eyes, causing them to be
oblivious to the needs and interests of others.

Life becomes cheap when one considers things more important
than persons. Lot was selfish in his response to his godly
uncle Abraham. He took what he thought was the best land, but
eventually his selfishness landed him in Sodom and ultimately
his selfishness caused him total loss of even his earthly
possessions.

In contrast to Lot, the man who seeks first God and His
Kingdom, is the man who will also have material things added
to him. The man who seeks his own selfish advantage rather
than the will of God and the good of others, will lose out
spiritually and also lose out physically and materially.
Selfishly, "Lot thought that he could manage his own affairs.
He did not want God to interfere with his business
transactions." (Moody's Bible Characters; page 79) Lot was
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guided by secular and materialistic considerations.

Lot wanted the best land and he wanted to prosper financially.
Abraham was a spiritually-minded man. He honored God and
obeyed God, and his faith was counted unto him for
righteousness. Abraham was called the friend of God. Abraham
lived not for the wealth of the earth, but he lived for "the
city which hath the foundation, whose Builder and Maker 1is
God." BAbraham had a proper vision of reality; He lived not
for the wealth of earth, but he set his heart upon heavenly
treasures.

Lot might be described as a materialistic believer. He was
strongly influenced by the profit motive. "And Lot lifted up
his eyes and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it was well
watered everywhere....Then Lot chose him all the plain of
Jordan."

What a self-centered, materialistically-motivated choice!
"What a man chooses, and how a man chooses, when opportunities
and alternatives and choices are put before him - nothing more
surely discovers a man than that." (Bible Characters; Whyte;
page 84)

How easy for believers to succumb to a worldly profit motive
rather than live by the service motive! Notes Barclay, "The
essence of the world's standard is that it sets self in the
center; the essence of the Christian standard is that it sets
Christ and others in the center. The essence of the worldly
man is, as someone has said, that ‘he knows the price of

everything and the value of nothing.' The world's motive is
the profit motive; the Christian's dynamic is the desire to
serve." (Barclay's Ephesians; page 115)

The secularist is involved in a bitter battle of competition
and cares not if he tramples on another in his vicious pursuit
for riches and honor. Money is a prestige symbol and many
will bury their honor in the dust to get another dollar. Says
Mavis, "Secularism has a strong appeal to practical-minded
people, such as BAmericans, because secular values are
utilitarian. We have been conditioned to appreciate gadgets
more than ideas." (The Psychology of Christian Experience;
page 112)

Mavis further notes, '"Modern man has a c¢lear vision for
secular goals, but dull vision for spiritual goals. It seems
that some evil spirit, to use Kierkegaard's figure of speech,
has put a pair of glasses on the nose of this generation. One
of the lenses is a powerful magnifying glass; the other is an
equally strong reducing glass. Our generation looks at the
secular things through the strong lens and at the spiritual
things through the reducing one." (Ibid; page 103)
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In many ways, Lot was a secularist, even though he was a
believer in God. Lot was taken in by the ‘deceitfulness of
riches.' Jesus warned against the possibility of present-day
believers becoming enamored by money. In His parable of the
four soils, Jesus says, "He also that received seed among the
thorns is he that hearth the word; and the care of this world,
and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he
becometh unfruitful." (Matthew 13:22)

What is secularism? W. Curry Mavis says, '"Secularism means,
most simply, a regard for the interests and affairs of this
life to the neglect of matters pertaining to the future life.
It represents the enthronement of personal interests and human
sufficiency at the very center of life. Man takes a priority
over God in the practical matters of life, and he maintains a
nonchalant attitude toward Him....In secularism, ‘temporal
values are seen as ends in themselves', and men devote their
lives to them." (Ibid; page 107,108)

In all fairness to Lot and in all fairness to the total
Biblical interpretation of Lot, we must say that Lot was NOT
a thorough~-going secularist. He may have to be described as
a worldly-minded believer, but nevertheless he was a believer.
He may have compromised with sin, by moving to Sodom, but Lot
nevertheless maintained an aversion toward the perversions of
sinful men in Sodom.

In II Peter 2, we find a description of Lot that is
interesting. In verses 7, 8 of this chapter, Lot is described
as "a righteous man who was distressed by the filthy lives of
lawless men (for that righteous man, living among them day
after day, was tormented by the lawless deeds he saw and
heard)." (Living Bible)

Notes Dr. Alexander Whyte, "To read (this II Peter portion)
only makes us stop and say and ask, Why did a man with a
beginning like Lot, and with past experiences like Lot, why
did he not rise up and leave a life, and a neighborhood and an
occupation, and a companionship out of all which so much
danger and so much vexation of soul continually sprang? The
reason was that he had invested in Sodom, as our merchants
would say. He had invested money, and he had embarked himself
and his household in the land round Sodom, in the produce of

Sodom, and in her splendid profits. And all the vexations
that wrung his heart Lot could never make up his mind to be
done with Sodom and Gomorrah for ever." (page 86) "Lot

therefore is the father of all those men whose righteous souls
are vexed with the life they are leading, but who keep on
enduring the vexation." (page 87)
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Only the fire of God from heaven which destroyed Sodom was
able to deliver Lot from his materialistic entanglements in
Sodom!

Lot's life could have been so different if materialistic
considerations had not overcome spiritual values in his life!
"Had Lot 3just held on as he began; had he kept close to
Abraham, and had he been content to share Abraham's life; he
would have escaped many sorrows, and, instead of being
scarcely saved; saved indeed, but saved with the fire and
brimstone of Sodom and Gomorrah smoldering in his skirts; he
would have gone down to a truly patriarchal grave, an elder of
a good report and a father of a blameless name. All went well
enough with Lot as long as he had the good sense, and the good
feeling, and the good manners to know his proper place and to
keep it." (Ibid; page 82)

B. Materialistic Pursuits Caused Him to be Insensitive to
Spiritual Values.

Lot went to live in Sodom where possibly his business could be
more profitable, but he was insensitive to worldly influences
on his children in that wicked city. "You take your children
to Sodom, and you will find it will not be long before they
will want to stay there. It is easier to lead your children
into temptation than it is to lead them out. What a mistake
Lot had made! He had taken them away from the society of
Sarah and Abraham, that holy family, living out on the plain
in communion with heaven daily. He had taken them down to
Sodom, and they were steeped in the sins of Sodom." (Bible
Characters: Moody; page 84)

But, as the story unfolds and Sodom is to be destroyed, the
angels tell Lot to warn his children. "But they mock him.
Ah! poor Lot has lost his testimony and his own children do
not believe him...I tell you, when men live so like the world
that their own children have no confidence in their piety,
they have sunk very low." (Ibid; page 85)

Because Lot put materialistic values ahead of spiritual
values, Lot had to suffer the consequence of seeing his
daughters marry evil Sodomites! "You go into the world and
live like the world, and see what the result will be. How
many fathers and mothers are now mourning on account of
marrying their sons and daughters to Sodomites! Marrying them

to death and ruin!" (Bible Characters of Famous Authors; page
99)
Lot nearly lost his own soul in Sodom! Jesus said, '"What

shall it profit a man if he should gain the whole world and
yet lose his own soul?"
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Lot is a warning to all believers to avoid the folly of
secularism. Lot grew fat on his wealth, but he refused to
leave Sodom, and return to God. He was vexed in his spirit
because of Sodom's sins, but not vexed enough to leave Sodom.
His business interests had too strong a hold on Lot.

The greedy secularist who has grown fat on the accumulation of
material goods, remains dissatisfied because of the leanness
of his soul. To his bitter disappointment he learns that life
does not consist in the abundance of things that a man
possesseth. His riches have only given ulcers to his stomach
and taken peace from his mind. His false friends stand by to
mock him, and his sad delusion turns to suicidal despair. The
crackle of the dollar and the glitter of the coin have lost
their appeal, for he finally learns that everything does not
have its price and there are qualities that have no monetary
value. 8Sliding down the slope of life on the bed of perpetual
pain caused from his indulgent living, the disillusioned
secularist realizes that he has been the subject of a cruel
tyrant. The sweet wine of frivolous living has left a bitter
taste in his mouth. His one-time admirers and lovers now
scorn the ‘wrinkled old man'. The swinging music of his youth
remains as a strange echo in his mind to mock him as a fool.
As Solomon of old, the materialistically-preoccupied
secularist must learn that "the lover of money shall not be
satisfied with money, nor the lover of wealth with his gain;
this, too, is futility. With the increase of goods there is
an increase of those consuming them." (Ecclesiastes 5:10)

In the light of the transitoriness of life, the money-inflamed
is a fool. To become preoccupied in the accumulation of
material possessions, is like a duck who has become so fat on
grain that it is unable to soar into the skies as it was meant
to soar. Man was meant to soar into the realm of spiritual
living which leads to eternal life, but many, just as the
fatten duck, are living indulgent, earth-centered lives. Some
have never known the joys of socaring the heights of spiritual
ecstacy, and such will never know the joys and peace of
eternal life unless they repent of their indulgent, Christless
lives. How foolish is the man who toils for the almighty
dollar. Why? Because material riches are limited only to
this material world. The rich man cannot take his riches with
him when he dies. "As he came naked from his mother's womb so
he shall return again as he came, and nothing shall he take
for his labor that he may carry away 1in his hand."
(Ecclesiastes 5:15)

IT. LOT GRADUALLY COMPROMISED WITH SIN AND ULTIMATELY LOST
EVERYTHING.

Lot's choice of the plain of Jordan was most devastating to
him and to his family. "Mark how Lot was swiftly swept into
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the vortex; first he saw; then he chose; then he separated
himself from Abraham; then he journeyed east; then he pitched
his tent toward Sodom; then he dwelt there; then he became an
alderman of the place, and sat in the gate. His daughters
married two of the men of Sodom; and they probably ranked
among the most genteel and influential families of the
neighborhood. But his power of witness-bearing was gone."
(Book by Meyer, ‘Abraham' page 44)

Gradually, but surely, Lot was swept into the whirlpool of
sin! Sad it is that many have yielded to the enticements of
materialistic gain, only to find that, as a result, their
families have fallen completely away from God. Lot took his
life into his own hands and acted independently of God. Lot
was selfish, pleasure-seeking, self-indulgent. Many there are
who are following Lot's choice and example - who disregard
moral standards and say that ‘Business is business; and thus
subject their family to a gross materialism. Money, pleasure,
and prestige became the basis of Lot's choice. "It is told
that a man came to Tertullian with his problem. He told
Tertullian his problem and then he said, "But after all I must
live'. *Must you?' said Tertullian.'" (Barclay's
Corinthians; page 247)

Sin is dangerous. To compromise with sin can have devastating
consequences. At first when one sins, he feels very bad. the
more he repeats his sin, the more insensitive he becomes to
sin. The less horrified one is in the presence of sin and
sinful companions, the more one rationalizes with sin, and the
more one feels comfortable in an evil atmosphere.

Remember, "Evil companions corrupt good manners." Sinful
companions can have a great corrupting affect upon believers.
As long as Lot was under the good influence of godly Abraham,
Lot was safe. '"His mistake was in leaving him" (Abraham).
(D.L. Moody) The downfall of many one-time believers is
leaving the godly company of the Church or of godly friends.
How often I have seen young believers go back into sin because
they left the godly company of the Church (Example: One man,
with whom I had many Home Bible Studies and who regularly
attended Church services with his family. He and his family
did well while they regularly attended Church, but when they
drifted away from the godly influence of the Church, he and
his wife divorced and their children were emotionally
injured.)

Jesus said that we are to be IN the world but not OF the
world. We are not to absorb the worldly spirit. Notes John,
"Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone
loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For
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everything in the world - the cravings of sinful man, the lust
of his eyes and his pride in possessions - comes not from the
Father but from the world.'" (I John 2:15,16: NIV)

Says James, "You adulterous people, don't you know that
friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who
chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.'"
(James 4:4)

To flirt with sin and sinful practices is to court spiritual
disaster! The Bible says, "Wherefore come out from among
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the
unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will be Father unto
you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord
Almighty." (2 Corinthians 6:17)

Lot was foolish for he "pitched his tent toward Sodom."

Lot was foolish because he did not discern the perils of evil
influence.

It is frightening to behold the braggart spirit of some
shallow believers who feel that they can play around with sin
and yet not get hurt. Can a person play with a rattle snake
and not get bitten? "Can a man hold fire against his chest
and not be burned? Can he walk on hot coals and not blister
his feet?" (Proverbs 6:27,28; Living Bible)

Can a man "pitch his tent toward Sodom' and not eventually
enter Sodom? Can a man experiment with sin and not become
dominated by sin?

For instance, can a believer experiment with social drinking
and not lose his vibrant witness for Christ?

Can a believer maintain a vital witness for Christ and at the
same time blow cigarette smoke in the face of the man he seeks
to reach for Christ?

Can a believer listen to the same music which outright
unbelievers listen to and expect to be uninfluenced by worldly
values? I have heard this poor reasoning by some professing
Christians: "I only listen to the beat. I don't even listen
to the words of the song."” Who can say what one's
subconscious mind ‘hears' and ‘“absorbs'? Who is to say that
listening to and enjoying the beat of Satan-inspired songs,
written by Satanic priests, is right for Christians? A former
Satanist witch, Mr. John Todd, reports that KISS stands for
Kings in Satanic Service, the name of the popular Rock Group.
To listen to such music, to say the least, is to pitch your
tent toward Sodom'.
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Is not the viewing of sensual or violent T.V. shows the same
as ‘“pitching your tent toward Sodom'? Should Christians
surrender their time and their attention to the godless actors
of Hollywood who trample on the blood of Christ and who
ridicule the sacred standards of the Bible and Church? Who
wields the most influence in believers' lives - Christ, in
whose presence many Christians spend five minutes daily in
prayer, or Television in whose presence most Christians spend
two or three hours daily.

Too many believers, like Lot, are “pitching their tents toward
Sodom"!

Notes D.L. Moody, "Lot allowed the world to get the advantage;
and that is where thousands of Christians are failing in the
present day. They do not let the Lord choose for them in
regard to temporal things, and they make great mistakes."
(Bible Characters; 77)

The Proverbs gives us good advice: "Above all else, guard
your affections. For they influence everything else in your
life....Watch your step. Stick to the path and be safe.
Don't side-track; pull back your foot from danger.'" (Proverbs
4:23,26,27)

Lot failed to guard his affections. He grew careless and
covetous. He looked toward Sodom. He observed the well-
watered plains. Eventually Lot's heart was in Sodom, for
Sodom was an opportunity for financial gain. Where a man's
treasure is, there will his heart also be. And where one's
heart is, there will his body and presence also eventually be.

Lot's heart was in Sodom, and so eventually Lot moved his tent
from the well-watered plains into the very city of Sodom.

How many sad cries are heard from backslidden Christians: "I
didn't mean to go all the way. I meant to stop before I got
to this point."

The young girl who plays around with sin, gradually
sacrificing her standards, only to find that she has gone all
the way and has lost her virginity! She pitched her tent
toward Sodom' and found that eventually she was living in
Sodom!

To flirt with sin is to court disaster. To compromise with
sin is to become conquered by sin!

This principle, just mentioned, applies to young men as well.
Says the Proverbs: ‘"Spurn the careless kiss of the

77



prostitute. Stay far from her. Look straight ahead; don't
even turn your head to look." (Proverbs 4:24,25) Says Paul
to young Timothy, "Flee youthful lusts."

This is like saying: '"Stay in the company of the godly. Stay
with godly Abraham. Don't pitch your tent toward Sodom, even
though the plains near Sodom are well-watered!"

"Guard your affections, for they influence everything else in
your life."

Don't let the lure of money and the desire for profit and
power and prestige draw you into sin's net! Stay with godly
Abraham! Evil companions corrupt good manners! Remember, "If
you can go around Temptation, don't expect God to take you
through temptation!" Don't put yourself into the very trap of
temptation! Avoid evil places, evil companions, and evil
meditations! 1It's true, you can't help it if the birds fly
above your head, but you can keep the birds from making nests
in your hair! You cannot keep evil out of the world, but you
can keep evil out of your life! You can't help being tempted,
but you can keep yourself from yielding to temptation! You
cannot help it if there are Sodoms in the world, but you don't
have to pitch your tent toward Sodom! It is God's job to
bring judgment upon the Sodoms; it is your job to stay out of
Sodom!

The Bible says, '"The Lord God sanctify you." Yes, God
separates you and makes you holy! This is God's work. But
the Bible also says, "You sanctify yourselves!" As a

believer, you have your own responsibility to separate
yourself from evil, and make yourself holy and clean. God's
work of sanctification cannot substitute for your work of
sanctification. The Bible says, "Save yourselves from this
perverted generation." (RActs 2:40) "The Lord is our
strength." Yes, this is true, but the Bible also says, ""Be on
your guard, stand firm in the faith, live like men, be
strong!" (I Corinthians 16:13; Phillips) God cannot make you
strong without your cooperation.

The choice is yours as a believer. Paul says, 'We are not
ignorant of the devices and tricks of Satan.'" Every believer
is responsible to be aware of Satan's devices. One of his
devices is the device of Compromise. If Satan can get the
believer to ‘pitch his tent toward Sodom', then Satan has a
good chance of getting the modern-day Lots to eventually live
in the city of Sodom. To live in Sodom is to experience total
loss!

Lot lived in Sodom and Lot lost everything - his cattle
(Possessions), his sons-in-law and his wife (family), his
reputation, and everything else that he valued!

78



Sin pays terrible wages! The wages of sin is death! Lot was
saved from Sodom's destruction by the “skin of his teeth'.

It was Jude who wrote, '"And convince some, who doubt; save
some,by snatching them out of the fire; on some have mercy
with fear, hating even the garment spotted by the flesh."
(Jude 22,23)

The Bible talks about some believers whose souls will be saved

but whose lives will be lost. That is, the shoddiness of
these believers' lives will be such that they will not endure
the flames of God's ‘judgment of evaluation'. (Read I

Corinthians 3:11-15)

Lot was like ‘a man escaping through a wall of flames.' He
verily escaped the judgment of Sodom!

CONCLUSION: Lot forever teaches us the folly of being a
worldly-minded believer. The perils of materialism are ever
present. Stay close to the company of the godly. Don't
compromise with sin. Don't pitch your tent toward Sodom'.
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FAITH

LOT - SHALLOW FAITH

QUESTTIONS

1.

From your own personal experience and observations,
illustrate the truthfulness of the following statement:
"Money can still put blinders on people's eyes, causing
them to be oblivious to the needs and interests of
others."

Even though a selfish action may seem to be a financially
profitable action, what are some of the ultimate
consequences of selfish actions and decisions (as
illustrated in the life of Lot)?

Like Lot, are there still professing Christians who wish
to be religious in some of their actions and who, at the
same time, are profoundly secular in their business
transactions?

In contrast to Lot, why is Abraham considered to be so
godly in his reactions to Lot's request and in his
general attitude toward earthly values?

Tell with what degree of conviction you agree with the
following statement: '"What a man chooses, and how a man
chooses, when opportunities and alternatives and choices
are put before him - nothing more surely discovers a man
than that."

Give your interpretation and illustrations of the
following statement: "The worldly man knows the price of
everything and the value of nothing."

Tell why you agree or disagree with the following
statement: "As practically-minded people, we American
have been conditioned to appreciate gadgets more than
ideas."

What is meant by "the deceitfulness of riches", and why
is the latter such a great snare to modern-day American
Christians? (Note Matthew 13:22 and I Timothy 6:10)

Describe and define ‘Secularism', as this term relates to
the importance of tangible things in comparison to
spiritual values, and the importance of human sufficiency
in comparison to divine intervention.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Briefly give a ‘profile' of a spiritually-minded
believer, a worldly-minded believer, and a totally-
secular nonbeliever, in terms of how these persons value
spiritual matters.

Why, in spite of all the vexations which Lot felt in his
soul as he observed the gross behavior of people in
Sodom, did he not move away from the city of Sodom? Why
are some modern-day Christians hesitant to ‘move away'
from the association with non-Christians with whom they
are in close business partnerships, in spite of the fact
that these Christians are deeply distressed with the
‘loose lifestyle' of their worldly partners?

If the judgment of God's “fire from heaven' was the only
thing that finally motivated Lot to leave Sodom, what do
you think it will take to disentangle modern-day
Christians from unholy ‘business' alliances?

What benefits will accrue to the younger believer who
maintains an intimate relationship with an older and more
mature saint of God? What benefits would have been
gained and what losses would have been avoided, if Lot
would have stayed <c¢lose, both geographically and
spiritually, to Abraham?

Tell with what degree of conviction you agree with the
following statement: '"You take your children to Sodom,
and you will find it will not be long before they will
want to stay there. It is easier to lead your children
into temptation than it is to lead them out." What are
various ways in which insensitive “Christian' parents can
lead their children into temptation? Suggestions: (a)
Sending their <children to a secular-oriented public
school instead of to a Bible-centered Christian school;
(b) Taking their children to ‘questionable' places of
entertainment, (c¢) allowing their children to watch
‘worldly' television shows and videos, or to attend
'godless' movies at the neighborhood theater; (d)
allowing their children to date non-Christians.

Tell why you agree or disagree with the following
statement: "When men (like Lot) live so like the world
that their own c¢hildren have no confidence in their
piety, they have sunk very low."

From your observation of the secularists around you,
describe the disillusionment that eventually comes to the
secularist whose materialistic pursuits fail to satisfy
his spiritual and soul needs? (Note Ecclesiastes
5:10,15)
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17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

Considering the example of Lot, describe the gradual, and
sometimes subtle, process of worldly compromise which
many professing Christians have experienced, as they move
away from godly associates to godless company. Are most
professing Christian suddenly or gradually swept into the
‘whirlpool of sin'?

Why is even one deliberate act of disobedience (sin) so

very dangerous? Give your interpretation of the
following statement: "Evil companions corrupt good
manners." How does John (in I John 2:15,16) describe the

*love of the world'?

Is it possible to be, at one and the same time, a “friend
of the world' and a 'friend of God'? (Note James 4:4 and
2 Corinthians 6:17)

Can a man ‘"pitch his tent toward Sodom' and not
eventually enter Sodom? Can a man experiment with sin
and not become dominated by sin? (Note Proverbs 6:27,28)
Give specific illustrations of experimentation with
worldly practices, all of which can eventually lead to
devastating spiritual consequences.

Why is the guarding of one's affections so important in
the successful living of the Christian life? (Note
Proverbs 4:23,26,27)

Tell with what degree of conviction you agree with the
following statements:

(a) "I1f you can go around Temptation, don't expect
God to take you through Temptation."

(b) "It is God's job to bring judgment upon the
Sodoms; it is your job to stay out of Sodom!"

What is God's responsibility and what is Man's
responsibility as regards to the work of ‘Sanctification'
of the believer's life? (Note Acts 2:40; I Corinthians
16:13)

Considering I Corinthians 3:11-15, is it possible that
the shoddy lives of some 'worldly believers' will be
destroyed, even though the souls of such persons will be
saved? Do you believer, as in the case of Lot, that
there will be some believers who will verily escape the
judgment of God, like ‘a man escaping through a wall of
flames'?

Would you characterize any of your present actions or
attitudes as ‘pitching your tent toward Sodom'?
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CHAPTER 7

FAITH

JACOB - TRANSFORMING FAITH
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FAITH

JACOB - TRANSFORMING FAITH
OUTLINE
SCRIPTURE: Genesis 32:28
TEXT: 'And God said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob,
but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with
men, and hast prevailed."” (Genesis 32:28)
INTRODUCTION: Jacob's conversion changed the life of a whole
nation. Jacob was the father of the twelve tribes of the

nation of Israel. His conversion was so dramatic that his
changed nature demanded a changed name!

PROPOSITION: Conversion, whether in the 0ld Testament or in
the New Testament, is the greatest theme of the Bible and is
the most hopeful possibility of man. If man cannot have his
nature changed, then there is no hope for a changed world.
But God can change man's nature, just as he changed Jacob's
nature. Let us look at this great example of God's own life
and times.

OUTLINE:

I. COMPLACENCY AND SELF-CENTEREDNESS
A. God as Second-Hand Experience
B. Materialism
C. Humanism and Secularism (Egoism)

IT. CONSEQUENCES OF SIN

III. HALF CONVERSION

IV. CONVICTION

V. CONVERSION

VI. RECONCILIATION

CONCLUSION: Are you like Jacob - you know about the God of
your fathers or about the God of theology, but you don't know
God personally in a warm living relationship? 1Is money more
of an attraction to you than God? 1Is selfish interests and
pursuits more real to you than service to God and man? 1Is the
profit motive more important to you than the motive of love
for man?

Don't run away from God like Jacob did. If you are wrestling
with the angel of God and your conscience is battling with

84



you, then surrender to Christ. Let conviction lead you to
conversion. Let Christ change you completely. Conversion is
the most important message of the Bible. "Unless a man be
born again, he cannot enter the Kingdom of Heaven." Let
Christ convert you today. Confess your sins. Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ. Invite Christ to take over the rule of
your life!
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FAITH
JACOB - TRANSFORMING FAITH
SCRIPTURE: Genesis 32:28

TEXT: "And God said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob,
but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with
men, and hast prevailed.'" (Genesis 32:28)

INTRODUCTION: Jacob's conversion changed the life of a whole
nation. Jacob was the father of the twelve tribes of the
nation of Israel. His conversion was so dramatic that his
changed nature demanded a changed name!

Let us look at this great example of God's converting power in
the life of Jacob, and apply the truths to our own life and
times

I. COMPLACENCY AND SELF-CENTEREDNESS (Jacob's Cunning
Character)
A. God as Second-Hand Experience (Jacob the selfish

exploiter (Genesis 25:29-34) and Jacob the selfish
deceiver (Genesis 27:15-20)

Jacob's grandfather, Abraham, walked with God, but God in
two generations' time had faded out. Too many people
have second-hand experience of God. The glow of first-
hand experience is no more. There is a remembrance of
God rather than a personal relationship with God. Such
people can talk about their grandmother's experience with
God and some can even talk with pride concerning their
grandfather who was a preacher. But God to them is not
a vital living person with whom they can have fellowship
God is outmoded and irrelevant, and out of touch with the
modern-day perplexities and problems.

"In order to test whether this “old-fashioned-concept was
persisting in modern young people, a simple psychological
test was applied to a mixed group of older adolescents.
They were asked to answer, without reflection, the
question: ‘Do you think God understands radar?' In
nearly every case the reply was "No', followed of course
by a laugh, as the conscious mind realized the absurdity
of the answer. But, simple as this test was, it was
quite enough to show that at the back of their minds
these youngsters held an idea of God quite inadequate for
modern days." (Your God Is Too Small; Phillips;pg.20)
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B. Materialism. Other people, like Jacob, not only have
a second-hand contact with God, but they are materialists
whose preoccupation is with money and getting ahead in
life. They know the price of everything and the value of
nothing. Their god is their belly, and pleasure is the
delight of their soul.

C. Humanism and Secularism. Jacob made himself God. He
was the center of all, and the world revolved around him.
He depended on his own trickery and deception to advance
his own selfish interest. 1If Jacob had any morality at
all, it was the morality of Expediency. Anything that
served his interests was considered right, and anything
that hindered his interests was considered wrong. As a
humanist, Jacob believed greatly in himself.

Like Jacob, there are many humanists around who enthrone
‘self', and who consider all things and people valuable
only inasmuch as they are instruments of serving
themselves. W. Curry Mavis clearly defines the meaning
of secularism. "Secularism means, most simply, a regard
for the interests and affairs of this life to the neglect
of matters pertaining to the future life. It represents
the enthronement of personal interests and human
sufficiency at the very center of life. Man takes a
priority over God in the practical matters of life, and
he maintains a nonchalant attitude toward Him...In
secularism, ‘temporal values are seen as ends in
themselves', an men devote their lives to them." (The
Psychology of Christian Experience;pg.107,108)

ITI. CONSEQUENCES OF SIN

Genesis 27:41 says, "Esau hated Jacob". As one noted; "Jacob
got his way - plus the hatred of his brother." (Jones;pg.72)

He who puts himself first will have no one to praise him but
himself. Think of the fruit of sin (Galatians 5) - enmity,
strife, jealousy, anger, dissension, party spirit, envy - all
the results of self-centeredness. When a person seeks to be
first, he will be the object of scorn and resentment.

Paul writes, "If we are living now by the Holy Spirit's power,
let us follow the Holy Spirit's leading in every part of our
lives. Then we won't need to look for honors and popularity,
which lead to jealousy and hard feelings.'" (Galatians 5:25-
26, Living Bible) Jealousy and hard feelings - that was the
result of Jacob's self-centered living.

Jacob lived for No. 1 - himself - and the result was his
running from his murderous brother to a far-off land. Self-
centeredness always alienates relationships.
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Later when Jacob got to his destination, and had worked some
time for his father-in-law, he began to scheme to get his
father-in-law's property. His dishonest plans to get that
property worked, but with the property, Jacob got must more -
the ill-will of the father-in-law and the brothers-in-laws
(Genesis 31:1-2).

The man who looks after only himself, will have much more to
look after - namely, the ill-will and hatred of others. What
a terrible consequence of self-centered living!

III. HALF CONVERSION (Religion without conversion) (Form
without substance) (Sympathy without surrender)

As Jacob was leaving home, and sleeping one night, Jacob
dreamed he saw a ladder between heaven and earth. He awoke
and vowed that "the eternal shall be my God, and this stone
which I have erected as a pillar shall be God's dwelling, and
I will give thee faithfully a tenth of all that thou givest
me." (Genesis 28:21-22, Moffatt).

God wants the tenth, but God wants much more than the tenth.
God wants you! God wants not only the symbol of self, but God
wants the self. Have you given your very self to christ? 1If
not, then, like Jacob, your conversion is not complete! 1It is
a half conversion.

Some try to appease their guilt by offering some guilt-
offering to God - an offering of only part of the self-perhaps
some service to the Church, some gift to charity, or some lip
service to God. But, like Jacob, "you can never be blest or
have peace and sweet rest until your all on the altar is
laid."

IV, CONVICTION

As Jacob was fleeing from his father-in~law, he was soon to
meet his brother Esau whom he had not seen for many years.
Jacob's sin was catching up with him. He had already felt the
consequences of sin in alienation from family members, hatred
from his brother, ill-will from his father-in-law, and now
fear that he and his family would soon be destroyed by Esau
who was a few miles away approaching him with an army of 400!

Jacob's reaction to this crisis is record in Genesis 32:11,
and is the cry of the defenseless sinner, caught by his sin:
"0 save me from the power of my brother, from Esau! I am
afraid of him attacking me and over-powering me." (Genesis
32:11, Moffatt).

This cry registers the first sign of Conviction of sin. But
even at this stage where Jacob is beginning to see the serious

88



consequences of sin, Jacob is praying to be saved from the
consequences of sin rather than from sin itself.

There are people who are convicted because of the consequences
of sin, rather than being convicted of the sin itself. When
sin begins to take its toll, some people want to be delivered
from the affects of sin rather than desiring deliverance form
sin itself.

But the day before Jacob met Esau, Jacob was all alone to face
his moral condition. "Like an animal trapped in a corner and
the hounds closing in, he had no way out. Except one way -
the divine Initiative. The Bible says, A man struggled with
him till the break of day" (Genesis 32:24, Moffatt)....The
struggle with the Divine Wrestler is a symbol of struggling
with yourself and your conscience - the hour of conviction."
(E.S. Jones; 175)

V. CONVERSION

Conviction is for the purpose of leading one to Conversion.
Conversion is a radical change of one's nature, affected by
the power of God. Conversion is always preceded by
confession. It was so in Jacob's life.

When the angel asked Jacob "What is your name?", Jacob blurted
out, 'It's Jacob - which means 'the crooked supplanter of
others.'"

When one hits rock bottom and confesses his true moral
condition to God, then God moves tin to change the person.
Confession simply means to "agree along with God" regarding
one's moral condition. It is to agree with God that man is
morally bankrupt and in need of Christ's riches and grace. It
is to acknowledge one's own insufficiency and Christ's total
sufficiency.

Confession involves great humility and self-denial and self-
surrender to Christ. Confession is the result of complete
honesty and oneself.

"If you have not reached that place, you will have to stop
everything and say this one thing to God - your name. Perhaps

you will say that your name is ‘Ego - I do everything for
myself.' ‘It's Fear - I am filled with fear.' ‘It's
Resentment - I am filled with it.' “It's Self-Pity - for I am
a self-pitying self.' ‘It's Negative - I'm always saying No,
always running away.' ‘It's Hypocrisy - for I'm not real; I°
tying to be two people.' ‘It's Conflict - for I'm a civil
war.' It will be hard to get that name out - you will choke

on it. But get it out, no matter the cost, for there is no
new name until you say the old names. The saying of the old
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name is confession - a catharsis." (Ibid;pg.76;Jones)

Confession is the outward evidence of inner faith - faith that
God is able to give you a new name and a new nature. Jacob
(The Supplanter) became 1Israel (The Prince with God).
Conversion is a change of nature. Conversion makes a bad man
good.

God took Jacob, deceiver of men, and made him into a prince of
God. God is in the transforming business! 'Therefore if any
man be in Christ, he is a new creature; old things are passed
away; behold, all things are become new." (11 Corinthians
5:17)

God took a thieving Onesimus and changed him into an honest
servant. God took a demon-possessed Mary of Magdalene and
changed her into a love-possessed disciple. God took a shady
tax-collector and changed him into a writer of one of the
Gospels, named after himself - Matthew. God took a zealous
persecutor of the Church - Saul - and changed him into a
flaming evangel of the Gospel - Paul. God took an indifferent
brother of Jesus - James - and turned him into a strong leader
of the Early Church.

When God converts you, He changes your name from "Self-
centered to God-centered; from Resentment to God Will; from
Fear to Faith; from Gloom to Gladheart; from Defeated to
Victorious; from Barren to Fruitful." (Ibid;76)

Come to Christ just now and confess your sins and, in faith,
confess your total need of Christ as Savior. "If we confess
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.’” (I John 1:9)

IV. RECONCILIATION

When Jacob was changed to Israel, his name and nature were not
only changed, but his surroundings were also changed.

Genesis 33:12 (Moffatt) notes this evidence of
reconciliation: "Then said Esau, ‘'Let us travel together on our
way;, I will march in front.' Comments E.S. Jones; "The man
who came with blood in his eyes was now proposing that they
travel together and he would be a body guard to Jacob!
Conversion converts us and our surroundings!" (Ibid;pg.77)

"The essence of the world's standard is that it sets self in
the center; the essence of the Christian standard is that it
sets Christ and others in the center.'" (Ephesians 115) When
others become the object of love and concern, reconciliation
in relationships becomes inevitable. Conversion allows one to
accept personal moral responsibility and motivates one to
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pursue peace in relationships. The selfish profit motive is
replaced with the unselfish motive to serve.

The truly converted man not only gains peace with God, but he
gains favor with men. It is written of the young Jesus that
‘He grew in wisdom, and in stature, and in favor with God and
man." Reconciliation is always the result of true Conversion.
A new relationship with God always results in a new

relationship with men.

CONCLUSION

Are you like Jacob - you know about the God of your fathers or
about the God of theology, but you don't know God personally
in a warm living relationship? Is money more of an attraction
to you than God? 1Is selfish interests and pursuits more real
to you than service to God and man? 1Is the profit motive more
important to you than the motive of love for man?

Don't run away from God like Jacob did. 1If you are wrestling
with the angel of God and your conscience is battling with
you, then surrender to Christ. Let conviction lead you to
conversion. Let Christ change you completely. Conversion is
the most important message of the Bible. "Unless a man be
born again, he cannot enter the Kingdom of Heaven." Let
Christ convert you today. Confess your sins. Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ. Invite Christ to take over the rule of
your life!
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FAITH

JACOB - TRANSFORMING FAITH

QUESTIONS

1.

10.

11.

Do you agree with the following statement: '"Conversion,
whether in the 0ld Testament or in the New Testament, is
the greatest theme of the Bible and is the most hopeful
possibility of man"?

Why, for some young people, has “God' become merely an
outdated concept or, at best, a second-hand experience?

What characteristics best describe a person who has
chosen to serve the ‘god of materialism'?

As exemplified in the life of Jacob, prior to his
spiritual transformation, how would you define the ‘most
of Expediency'?

How would you define and describe “the secular
lifestyle'?

What are some of the “fruits' and ‘consequences' of a
self-centered lifestyle?

What actions of a would-be follower of God reveal that he
is 1less than totally sincere and 1less than fully
committed to God? What is meant by a ‘half-conversion'?

When a sinner begins to realize the trustful consequences
of his own wrong moral choices, what should be his
appropriate response to God's conviction of his sins?
What is the difference between a sinner asking God to
deliver him from the consequences of his sins and asking
God to forgive him for the sin itself? When God forgives
the sinner for his sin, does God often or always deliver
him £from the consequences of his previous wrong choices?
Why or why not?

In the hour of a sinner's conviction, who c¢an be
identified as “the Divine Wrestler', and what is the
purpose of the latter's activities in the life of the
convicted person?

What is meant by the following statement: "Conviction is
a necessary prelude to Conversion"?

What is the meaning of ‘Confession', and why is
confession an absolute condition for genuine conversion?

92



12,

13.

14.

15.

What is accomplished in the life of a person when God
responds to the humble cry of the repentant sinner?

What evidence is there, from a study of the life of
Jacob, that conversion results in changing not only the
person himself but also his surroundings?

How strongly do you believe in the following statement:
"The essence of the world's standard is that it sets self
in the center; the essence of the Christian standard is
that it sets Christ and others in the c¢enter"?
(Philippians 2:3,4) How can one maintain an attitude of
humility and, at the same time, cultivate a wholesome
self-esteem?

Tell why you agree or disagree with the following

statement: "Reconciliation with one's fellowmen 1is
always the result of a true conversion to God."
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CHAPTER 8

FAITH

JOSEPH -~ PROVIDENTIAL FAITH
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FAITH
JOSEPH -~ PROVIDENTIAL FAITH
OUTLINE
SCRIPTURE: Genesis 45:6-8

INTRODUCTION: The story of Joseph has in it all of the
elements of a great and moving story - ambition, youth,
sorrow, loneliness, hatred, temptation, advancement, success,
love, and forgiveness. Many are the lessons which can be
drawn from Joseph's life: (!) Favoritism brings tragedy in
a home; (2) Adversity produces character; (3) Forgiveness is
the sign of true greatness; (4) God providentially uses
circumstances for the good of the one who fears God.

PROPOSITION: We will see all of these lessons as we examine
Joseph's life. We will look in some detail at the tests which
Joseph underwent and how these in turn produced a noble and
great character who was worthy to lead. Joseph's life can
conveniently be divided into three divisions: (1) Joseph the
Spoiled, (2) Joseph the Tested, (3) Joseph the Ruler.

OUTLINE:

I. JOSEPH THE SPOILED

II. JOSEPH THE TESTED
A. In Potipher's House
B. In Prison
C. 1In Pharaoh's Presence

III. JOSEPH THE RULER

In Organization

In Sensitivity

In Wisdom

In Tenderness and Forgiveness
In Humility

MmoQm»

CONCLUSION: What lessons can we draw from a study of Joseph's
life? Perhaps above all else, Joseph's life gives us a great
appreciation of God's providence. Joseph's tests resulted in
Joseph's triumph. God providentially planned it that way.
And Joseph's triumph was God's triumph, for God uses human
instruments to carry out His plan.

"My times are in thy Hands,
Whatever they may be,

Pleasing or painful, sad or glad,
As best may seem to Thee."
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FAITH
JOSEPH - PROVIDENTIAL FAITH

SCRIPTURE: Genesis 45:6-8

INTRODUCTION: The story of Joseph has in it all of the
elements of a great and moving story - ambition, youth,
sorrow, loneliness, hatred, temptation, advancement, success,
love, and forgiveness. Many are the lessons which can be
drawn from Joseph's life: (!) Favoritism brings tragedy in
a home; (2) Adversity produces character; (3) Forgiveness is
the sign of true greatness; (4) God providentially uses
circumstances for the good of the one who fears God.

PROPOSITION: We will see all of these lessons as we examine
Joseph's life. We will look in some detail at the tests which
Joseph underwent and how these in turn produced a noble and
great character who was worthy to lead. Joseph's life can
conveniently be divided into three divisions: (2) Joseph the
Spoiled, (2) Joseph the Tested, (3) Joseph the Ruler.

I. JOSEPH THE SPOILED

Says the record, '"Now Israel loved Joseph more than all the
rest of his sons because he was to him a son of his old age;
so he made him a long coat reaching to his feet." (Genesis
37:3) Jacob was a dotting father. He treated Joseph with
great favoritism. Jacob should have learned from his own
divided, jealous-ridden home of his childhood that favoritism
always leads to bitterness, jealousy, and hatred. 'And when
(Joseph's) brothers saw that their father prized him more
dearly than all his brothers, they hated bhim and could not
speak cordially to him." (Genesis 37:4) Joseph's well-
favored treatment, richly-talented endowment, and over-
ornamented dress, made Joseph's brothers burn with envy and
resentment. Joseph, the next to the youngest child, was
treated as the sole heir of a fortune. His father “bowed and
scraped ' to his every desire and whim. He lived a life of
leisure and served as his father's inspector. Joseph was sent
by his father to inspect the conduct of his brothers. "Joseph
told their father of their misbehavior," (37:2) and no
tattle-tell is popular. Besides, Joseph had the gumption to
tell his father and brothers of his ridiculous and self-
centered dreams. "You see, we were binding sheaves in the
field and think of it, my sheaf rose up and stood erect while
your sheaves surrounded it and bowed deeply to my sheaf....See
here, I have had another dream. Take notice: The sun, the
moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me." (Genesis
37:7,9) These dreams only added fuel to the fires of resent-
ment.
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Then the day of opportunity came - the day when the brothers
would silence this conceited, talkative, self-righteous little
brother who always kept a suspicious eye on them and reported
their every move to their father. To each other they said, as
they saw Joseph approaching in the distance, '"Look! This
master of dreams is coming. Now, then, come on let us kill
him and throw him into one of the pits and we will say, A
wild beast has devoured him.' Then we shall see what becomes
of his dreams." (Genesis 37:19,20) No longer would they have
to put up with their braggart brother who spent his time
sticking his nose into their business and preoccupied with a
sense of his own importance.

However, among the hardened brothers there remained a trace of
compassion in the heart of Reuben the oldest. 'Why not just
put him in a pit. He will die soon enough without actually
shedding his blood." Reuben intended to rescue Joseph later
and return him to his father.

Fate seemed to be against Reuben to shatter his good inten-
tion, for when he returned to the pit later, Joseph was not to
be found. Business-minded Judah seized the opportunity of the
moment to gain a little cash from Midianite traders who were
on their way to Egypt and who would be glad to make a profit
themselves by selling Joseph as a slave at the Egyptian
market.

What were the thoughts of poor Joseph while in the pit and as
he was taken as human property by the Midianite traders?
Serious thoughts, to be sure. As he lay in the pit thinking
of oncoming, apparent death, Joseph must have begun to die to
his sense of self-importance. Perhaps he felt, mixed with his
emotion of paralyzing fear, an emotion of guilt as he saw the
reality of things as never before. This inflated and naive
adolescent of only seventeen must have begun to realize the
folly of his pride and flaunting spirit.

II. JOSEPH THE TESTED

As Joseph was carried away into Egypt, loneliness must have
seized him as memories of the past flooded his soul. No
longer the loving protection of father, the nourishment of
good food, the pleasures and pursuits of home. Instead, a
living death which is worse than actual death. Freedom gone,
no special attention and love, a disregard for personality -
that is the way of slavery. Anxiety concerning an unknown
future must have been very real to this boy, the first time
away from home. Nevertheless, Joseph was determined to make
the best of his future - be it slavery or whatever.

Joseph, who was one time rich, was now forced into a life of
poverty. However, while Joseph was poor materially, he now is
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richer spiritually than ever he was while at home. His
poverty and aloneness is driving him to God.

A. In Potipher's House

Joseph was sold to Potipher, official of Pharaoh, and Joseph
became so popular with Potipher that he became Potipher's
household steward. The ‘morals' in Egypt were terribly loose
and therefore it was not long until Joseph was faced with a
trial of great temptation. Joseph was now in his twenties and
a very well built, handsome man. Potipher's wife sought to
entice Joseph into committing immorality. Here was Joseph's
opportunity. '"None would ever know. Besides, think of the
honor of being appealed to by the very wife of Potipher.
After all, you are a red-blooded, normal young man. Surely
there could be no wrong in gratifying your normal desires,
just once." That is the voice of the tempter. I1f Joseph
would have contemplated concerning the offer, these rational-
izations could well have been adopted by Joseph. Instead,
Joseph, who honored God and abhorred sin, immediately an-
swered: '"How could I commit so great a crime and sin against
God!" (Genesis 39:9b) Joseph feared God and realized the
seriousness of sin. "An old story tells how when Joseph began
to talk about God to the temptress, she flung her skirt over
the bust of the god that stood in the chamber and said, “Now,
God will not see!'’ But Joseph answered, ‘My God sees!'"
(Trials of Great Men of the Bible; page 47)

Joseph was running a great risk in turning down Potipher's
wife. For it has been well said,

‘Heaven has no rage like love to hatred turned,
Nor hell a fury like a woman scorned.' (Ibid; page
46)

However, despite the cost of remaining pure, Joseph was
willing to pay that price. BAnd Joseph won, for the fear of
God has rewards which this world knows nothing about. Of John
Knox it was said, as his body was lowered into the grave,
"Here lies one who feared God so much that he never feared the
face of man."

B. In Prison

Joseph did have to pay a price for being pure. Potipher's
wife framed Joseph and got him cast into prison. Young people
still face the temptation to be impure. Those who refuse to
bow to convention and to moral contamination are often times
ridiculed and called an assortment of derogatory terms:
square, freak, odd, old foggie, etc. Those who wish to remain
pure may have to stand alone as Joseph did. Joseph went to
prison for being pure!
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The purity, trustworthiness, and nobility of Joseph's charac-
ter were soon demonstrated to the prison warden, and Joseph
was entrusted with the administration of all the prisoners.
"The Lord was with Joseph and showed him kindness." (Genesis
39:21a) "The Lord gave (Joseph) success in everything he
undertook." (Genesis 39:23b) The Lord always honors those
who honor Him, and who walk uprightly before Him.

Because of Joseph's faithfulness to God, he was enabled by God
to interpret the dreams of Pharaoh's butler and the baker, who
had been put in prison for misconduct. The interpretations
were correct. The baker was hanged and the butler was
released to work again for Pharaoh. Reguested Joseph of the
butler: '"When all is well with you, please keep me personally
in mind, and show your gratitude by mentioning me to Pharaoh;
get me out of this house; for I was actually kidnapped from
the Hebrew country, and here, too, I have done nothing to
deserve being put in the dungeon.” (Genesis 40:14,15)

"However, the chief of the butlers did not keep Joseph in
mind; he forgot him.'" (Genesis 40:23) For two more years
Joseph's character was purged in the fiery furnace of trying
circumstances. He continued to be faithful in work, less and
less selfish in motives, more sensitive to others in their
needs. God was preparing His man for another day - a right
and prosperous tomorrow. But only Joseph first underwent the
trial of adversity would he be prepared to be God's men during
prosperity.

There were doubtless times when Joseph had to fight against
despair that sought to creep into his soul as he thought about
the unfairness of his treatment. It is hard to trust God when
one is going through adversities that seem to deny understand-
ing. It is easy to ask 'Why' and to let bitterness harden the
soul. Joseph trusted God while in prison. Let us trust God
when life's circumstances seem to imprison us.

C. In Pharaoh's Presence

When Pharaoh dreamed strange dreams and could find none to
interpret them, the Pharaoh's butler suddenly remembered
Joseph's ability to interpret dreams. In Pharaoh's dreams,
seven lean cows devoured seven fat cows and seven heads of
shriveled grain swallowed seven heads of full grain. Said
Pharaoh, "I have had a dream and none is interpreting it,; but
I have heard it said of you that you interpret a dream when
you hear it told." Joseph answered, "Not by myself. God will
give Pharaoh a favorable response.'" (Genesis 41:15,16)

Joseph's faithfulness and loyalty to God that had seemed only
to land him in jail, now paid off! Because God was with
Joseph, Joseph retained the power to interpret dreams.
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Faithfulness in small matters now led to an opportunity of a
lifetime. Said our Lord, "Be thou faithful in little things,
and I will make you ruler over many things." How true of
Joseph!

From a prison to a throne, from a humble abode of dishonor to
a place of great honor - that was the reward of Joseph. '"Then
Pharaoh pulled his signet ring from his finger and put it on
Joseph's finger; he dressed him in fine, linen garments, put
the gold chain around his neck and had him ride in his second
chariot. Ahead of him they proclaimed, ‘'Bow the knee!'
Pharaoh appointed him over all Egypt and said to Joseph, 'I
remain the Pharaoh, but without acknowledging you not one
person in all Egypt shall stir hand or foot.' Pharaoh also
gave Joseph the name Zaphenath Paneah and wedded him to
Asenath, daughter of Poti-Phera, priest of On." (Genesis
41:42-45)

Joseph had gone through the tests of Potipher's house, prison,
and Pharaoh's request. Now he was prepared to rule and to
save thousands.

ITI. JOSEPH THE RULER

A. In Organization

Joseph's leadership compares favorably with the leadership of
any great man in history. Organization was one of the keys to
his success. Organization was the result of vision, however.
When one takes God's Word seriously, then organization becomes
necessary and natural. God works out his plans through the
hands of men, and God is not a God of confusion. Therefore,
organization which brings about order is necessary to accom-
plish God's will. Joseph's foresight led to intelligent
planning for the future which resulted in saving alive
thousands of people. When the famine came, Joseph expanded
Pharaoh's treasury many fold by selling grain to the popula-
tion. When the people no longer had money to buy the grain,
Joseph took their land in exchange for grain. When there was
no more land to give in exchange for grain, the people sold
themselves to Pharaoh in order to purchase grain to stay
alive., As a young administrator, Joseph was a wise organizer.
He saved thousands from starvation, and greatly increased
Pharaoh's power, prestige, and riches.

B. In Sensitivity

Joseph was sensitive to the needs of people. The Joseph in
Egypt was a different Joseph than the Joseph in Canaan. Not
only in terms of his position and power, but, more important,
in terms of his concern for others and sensitivity to their
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feelings. No longer was Joseph the spoiled braggart of youth,
but he was now the mature administrator of men's needs.

Joseph was sensitive to his family. He did not forget his
background. Prosperity is the downfall of many. Prosperity
causes many to be proud, hard, and selfish, forgetful of their
former humble background, and forgetful of God. Because
Joseph had not forgotten God, he could not forget his family.
He longed to know about them and to care for their needs.
"Joseph was an exile from home, but splendor dazzled him in
vain. No; Joseph had never forgotten his father's house."
(Trials of Great Men of The Bible, page 52)

C. In Wisdom

When Joseph's brothers came to him for food, he disguised
himself in gruffness and severe treatment of his brothers.
This response of Joseph was not motivated by revenge, but
rather motivated by wisdom. Joseph wanted to test his
brothersto determine if their characters had changed. Joseph
loved his brothers so much that he could not immediately
respond to their needs. True love called for a test of his
brothers' true character, despite the agony that it caused
them and Joseph's father. Simeon was retained by Joseph as a
ransom while the other brothers returned to Jacob to plead
with him to let Benjamin go back with them, as Joseph demand-
ed. After much hesitation, Jacob was finally persuaded to let
Benjamin go to Egypt, with Judah having special responsibility
for his welfare. (On their return trip, the brothers were
stopped by Joseph's Egyptian envoy and accused of stealing
Joseph's cup. The brothers were horrified when the envoy
discovered the cup in Benjamin's sack of grain, the cup being
placed there as part of Joseph's scheme of testing. Returning
to Joseph, Judah made a humble and urgent request, to merci-
fully take himself (Judah) as slave in place of Benjamin,
Jacob's well-beloved and youngest son. Joseph's whole scheme
of testing his brothers was for the purpose of determining the
true quality of their character. Joseph now knew that his
brothers had changed.

D. In Tenderness And Forgiveness

Joseph's heart was not made hardened by prosperity, but he
remained tender and compassionate. When Joseph heard his
brothers confessing among themselves their guilt and former
mistreatment of Joseph, the brothers "had no idea Joseph
understood them, for he spoke to them through an interpreter.
He (Joseph) withdrew a moment and wept." (Genesis 42:23,24a)
When the brothers later returned with Benjamin, Joseph asked
his brothers: "Is this your youngest brother of whom you told
me?" And Joseph then said, '"God be gracious to you, my son!"
The account then says, '"Then Joseph hurried away, for he was
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deeply moved over his brother; so he stepped into a room and
wept. Then he washed his face, came out and mastered his
emotions.'" (Genesis 43:29b-31)

After Judah's intercession to Joseph to have mercy upon them,
following the discovery of the cup in Benjamin's sack, '"Joseph
was not able any longer to control his emotions before all the
bystanders; he shouted, ‘Have everyone withdraw!' So there
were no others present when Joseph made himself known to his
brothers. So loudly did he weep that the Egyptians and
Pharaoh's household heard it. Joseph said to his brothers, 'I
am Joseph! Is my father still alive?' His brothers were so
confounded, they could not answer him, Joseph said to his
brothers, 'Please, come close to me'; so they came nearer. He
said, 'I am Joseph, your brother, whom you sold into Egypt; be
not disheartened or vexed with yourselves for selling me here,
because God sent me ahead of you to save your life." (Genesis
45:1-5)

Joseph was not weeping with mere sentimentality over memories
of the past, but he was weeping in love for his brothers. The
tears Joseph wept were tears of forgiveness. Joseph held no
grudges and sought no revenge. Joseph forgave his loved ones,
a difficult but noble thing to do. Joseph did not minimize
their wrong - ‘you planned evil against me' - but he forgave
their wrong.

E. In Humility

After Jacob and the brothers and their relatives had lived
some time in Egypt, Jacob died. The brothers were very
fearful that now, since Jacob had died, Joseph would reap
vengeance upon them. Joseph, however, reassured them that he
had forgiven them. '"Joseph said to them, ‘Have no fear; for
am I in God's place? True enough you planned evil against me,
but God planned it for good, to bring about what today 1is
fact, the keeping alive of much people. So, have no fear; I
will take care of you and of your little ones' Thus he put
them at ease as he spoke to their hearts.'" (Genesis 50:19-21)

In this statement is expressed Joseph's confidence in God's
providence. Joseph, humbled and contrite before God, acknowl-
edged that he was merely an instrument which God was using to

work out his purposes. God had used man's evil plots to
accomplish His purposes! Clarence E. MaCartney describes well
the providence of God in Joseph's life: "When he left his

father's home at Hebron, Jacob told Joseph to visit his
brothers in Shechem; but when he got to Shechem he could not
find them. A man who found him wandering in the fields told
him that they had left some time before and that he heard them
saying they were going to Dothan. If they had remained in
Shechem, or had gone to some other section, all would have
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been different. But they went to Dothan, which lay on the
caravan route to Egypt. Reuben, the oldest of the brothers,
and apparently the most tenderhearted, tried to save the life
of Joseph. 'shed no blood,but cast him into this pit,' he
urged, giving his brothers the impression that they could get
rid of him that way without actually shedding blood. But his
plan was, when the chance came, to save the life of Joseph.
When they had cast him into the pit, the hardhearted brothers
sat down to eat as if nothing had happened, and Reuben went
off to attend to some business with his flock. But while he
was absent, the caravan of the Ishmaelites drove in sight, and
at the suggestion of Judah Joseph was sold to the Ishmaelites.
The caravan was hardly out of sight before Reuben returned,
only to find that Joseph was gone. 1If Reuben had come back a
half-hour sooner than he did, or if the caravan had come a
half-hour later, or if it had been bound northward instead of
southward toward Egypt, then Joseph would not have been
carried down into Egypt, and the whole history would have been
different. 1If in Egypt he had been sold as a slave to some
one other than Potipher, an officer of Pharaoh's household, or
had been tempted by some woman other than Potipher's wife, his
whole history would have been different. Again, if he had
been cast into prison a month earlier or a month later, he
would not have met that chief butler, whose dream he inter-
preted and who finally spoke for him to Pharaoh, and might
have stayed in the prison for the rest of his life. When
Joseph looked back upon that whole wonderful history, he said
to his brothers, ‘It was not you that sent me hither, but
God.'" (Trials Of Great Men Of The Bible; page 44,45)

All things did work together for good. Joseph found the best
through the worst. Joseph thought there could be no worse
punishment than slavery. It was a living death. However,
that slavery became God's mold to shape character. Man's
extremity (Joseph's slavery and imprisonment) became God's
opportunity (to perfect character and prepare Joseph for his
future mission). Thus, in many ways, Joseph's Day of Slavery
became Joseph's Day of Freedom. Why? For several reasons:
(1) Joseph was made to look at himself more realistically
without his dotting father around, (2) Joseph was made to
depend on God as never before, (3) Joseph was made to face
tests which perfected his character and prepared him for his
real life's mission. Truly, "God works in mysterious ways,
His wonders to perform."

CONCLUSION:

What lesson c¢an we draw from a study of Joseph's 1life?
Perhaps above all else, Joseph's life gives us a great
appreciation of God's providence. Joseph's tests resulted in
Joseph's triumph. God providentially planned it that way.
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And Joseph's triumph was God's triumph, for God uses human
instruments to carry out His plan.

"My times are in Thy Hands,
Whatever they may be,

Pleasing or painful, sad or glad,
As best may seem to Thee."
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FAITH

JOSEPH - PROVIDENTIAL FAITH

QUESTIONS

1.

Why can one conclude, from a careful study of Jacob's
life, that it was inexcusable for Jacob to treat Joseph
with great favoritism, as evidenced by Jacob's gift to
Joseph of a many-colored coat?

What attitudes and actions, on the part of Joseph,
incited envy in the lives of Joseph's older brothers?
Can Joseph's older brothers be held entirely responsible
for their envious and bitter feelings towards Joseph?
Why or why not? (Note Galatians 5:25-26)

At what point in Joseph's life do you believe Joseph
experienced (from a Christian viewpoint) a ‘genuine
conversion'?

How do you believe God used Joseph's mistreatment by his
brothers to produce a more godly character in the person
of young Joseph? 1Is humility and brokenness of spirit an
indispensable quality in the life of a person whom God is
able greatly to use in His service? (Note Proverbs 22:4;
29:;23; Isaiah 57:15; Micah 6:18; James 4:10; I Peter 5:5)

What feeling do you think Joseph experienced as he was
mistreated by his brothers (Genesis 37:12-25), and when
he was sold to the Midianite merchants (Genesis 37:26-
28), and when he was sold as a slave in Egypt to Potipher
(Genesis 37:36)7

Have you known of people who, like Joseph, turned to God
with greater determination during times of poverty,
suffering, and loneliness?

What severe test did Joseph face while he served as
steward in the household of Potipher, and what do you
believe are the reasons why Joseph so successfully
‘passed' this test? In a sensual society, what motiva-
tions can young people today depend on to enable them to
resist the temptations to immorality? Can young people,
committed to morality and chastity, expect to suffer
(like Joseph) for their commitments to purity?

What ‘rewards' can one, committed to moral purity, expect
to enjoy?
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Is the ‘fear of the Lord' a great motivation for a
believer to remain morally pure? Why or why not? (Read
the following Scriptures in “The Living Bible' - Proverbs
4:23-5:23; 6:24-7:27; 11 Timothy 2:22)

In spite of the ‘high price' that Joseph had to pay
because he was morally pure (Genesis 39:6-20), how did
God reward Joseph during his unjust punishment? (Note
Genesis 39:21-23).

What purposes do you believe God had “in mind' when He
allowed Joseph to suffer in the Egyptian prison?

What temptations do you believe Joseph had to undergo,
while he was in the Egyptian prison, suffering unjustly?
When a modern-day believer suffers because of his
commitment to God, what should he remember in order to
motivate him to remain faithful? (Note I Peter 4:12-19)

Tell why you agree or disagree with the following
statement: "Only as Joseph first underwent the trial of
adversity (in prison) would he be prepared to be God's
special servant during prosperity (as ruler of Egypt)."

How does Jesus' statement "Be thou faithful in little
things, and I will make you ruler over many things,"
apply to the life of Joseph? (Note Genesis 41:42-45)

Why can it be said that "organization is necessary to
accomplish God's will™?

As ruler of Egypt, how did Joseph show his true great-
ness, in terms of ‘sensitivity' to others? What is meant
by the statement: "Prosperity is the downfall of many"?

When Joseph's brothers came to him for food, why did
Joseph disguise himself in gruffness and why did he treat
his brothers so severely? How does Jesus' statement '"Be
as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves" (Matthew
10:16), apply to Joseph's treatment of his brothers?

What lessons in forgiveness can one learn, as a result of
studying the reactions of Joseph to his brothers (Genesis
42:23,24, 29-31; 45:1-5; 50:19-21)7

Can it be said that God pre-determined (or foreordained)
the earlier hostile reactions of Joseph's brothers
towards Joseph, or is it better to conclude that, even
though God did not “determine' the complex and 'evil'
events, he wonderfully used those events to accomplish
great good?
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20,

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

If there is such a thing as ‘coincidence', how would you
distinguish between “coincidental circumstances' and
‘divine providence'?

Can you share from your personal experiences, times when
you felt that God providentially guided your life? How
do you interpret the following phrase: "God works in
mysterious ways, His wonders to perform"? (Note Genesis
45:4-8; 50:19-21)

Share from your personal life an event or an experience
that illustrates the truth of the following scripture -
"And we know that all that happens to us is working for
our good if we love God and are fitting into his plans"
(Romans 8:28).

What is meant by the statement: "The believer's extremi-
ty is God's opportunity"? Why can it be said that
"Joseph's Day of Slavery became Joseph's Day of Freedom"?

If God is able, because of His sovereign power, to make
even '"the wrath of men to praise Him", then is not God
able to use every part of your life (including your past
mistakes, failure, and sins) to accomplish ultimate good
for you and total glory for God?

Does the following “prayer' express the desire of your
heart?

"My times are in Thy Hands,
Whatever they may be,

Pleasing or painful, sad or glad,
As best may seem to Thee."
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CHAPTER 9

FAITH

MOSES - PERSEVERING FAITH
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FAITH
MOSES - PERSEVERING FAITH
OUTLINE
SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 11:23-29

INTRODUCTION: From the birth to the death of Moses, Moses'
life is seen as a series of dramatic episodes.

PROPOSITION: The faith of Moses is the same kind of faith
that we need today - a faith that adapts itself to every
changing situation of life.

I. DARING FRAITH (Takes Risks For God) - No Intimidation
(Verse 23)

II. LOYAL FAITH (Maintains Lovalty To God) - No Compromise
(Verse 24)

I11. SUFFERING FAITH (Identifies With People Of God) - No
Abandonment (Verses 25-26)

IV. BELIEVING FAITH (Confidence In the Promises Of God) - No
Distrust (Verses 27-28)

V. COURAGEOUS FAITH (Dependence Upon The Power Of God) - No
Cowardice (Verse 29)

CONCLUSION: Look again at the five-act drama of faith as seen
in the life of Moses:

No intimidation, but instead courage to take risks for
God!

No compromise, but instead steadfastness to maintain
loyalty to God!

No abandonment, but instead identification with the
people of God!

No distrust, but instead confidence to believe in the
promises of God!

No cowardice, but instead courage to depend upon the
power of God!

Faith meets the challenge of every situation of life! Be,
like Moses, a man of Faith.
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FAITH
MOSES - PERSEVERING FAITH
SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 11:23-29

INTRODUCTION: Moses was a child of providence. To understand
this, one must recognize the background of the Hebrews who had
resided in Egypt for almost 400 years at the time of Moses'
birth. Jacob's descendants grew and a nation of people
resulted. Fear that the Israelites would overcome the
Egyptians, caused the Pharaoh to take drastic steps to
eliminate the Israelite children. A decree went out that all
Hebrew boy babies were to be thrown into the Nile River. Such
was the decree when Moses was born. But the God of providence
arranged circumstances such that the Nile became, not the
destruction of 1Israel, but the saving of Israel! How?
Through a baby's ¢ry - the cry of the baby Moses which touched
and wooed the heart of Pharaoh's daughter, who was probably
childless and desirous to have a boy baby.

From the birth to the death of Moses, Moses' life is seen as
a series of dramatic episodes. Of course, much of Moses' life
was lived rather routinely, especially as we view Moses
herding sheep for 40 years during his middle life, following
his early life in Egypt and before his dramatic leadership of

the Israelites across the desert for 40 years. But even
though Moses knew the every-dayness of living routinely, he
also experienced many dramatic episodes in his life. The

writer to the Hebrews, in writing about Moses (Hebrews 11:23-
29), describes at least five main dramas of faith in Moses'
life.

In looking at the life of Moses, we can see that faith meets
the challenge of every changing circumstances of life. We may
look at Moses' life as a "Five-Act Drama of Faith". Moses'
faith was a “tough' faith - a ‘persevering faith'!

PROPOSITION: The faith of Moses is the same kind of faith
that we need today - a faith that adapts itself to every
changing situation of life.

There is a daring faith (verse 23), a loyal faith (verse 24),
a suffering faith (verses 25,26), a believing faith (verses
27,28), a courageous faith (verse 29).

Let's look at the five-act drama of faith, as exemplified in
the life of Moses.
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I. DARING FAITH (Takes Risks For God) - No Intimidation
{verse 23)

"By faith Moses' parents hid him for three months after he was
born, because they saw he was no ordinary child, and they were
not afraid of the king's edict." (Hebrews 11:23)

Here is a picture of daring faith on the part of Moses'
parents. They feared and respected Almighty God more than
they feared the Egyptian king. '"They were not afraid of the
king's edict."

Every Christian must respect man made laws if those laws are
compatible with the laws of God. Romans 13 commands
Christians to obey the laws of the land. "Everyone must
submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no
authority except that which God has established. The
authorities that exist have been established by God.
Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling
against what God has instituted, and those who do so will
bring judgment on themselves.'" (Romans 13:1,2)

However, there may be times, as in the case of Moses' parents,
when believers must obey the laws of God rather than the laws
of the land. The Egyptian king's edict was to kill all the
male Israelite children. Moses was saved from such a cruel
death because Moses' parents refused to be intimidated by the
king's edict.

Intimidation! What is that? It is humiliation of a person or
a group as a result of pressure or persecution by a real or
imagined power. That power which seeks to intimidate is in
the form of a powerful person or a powerful institution.

A man of faith refuses to be intimidated by the godless
pressure or persecution of another.

While Christians are commanded in the Bible to obey civil
authorities (Matthew 22:21; I Peter 2:13-15; Titus 3:1; Romans
13:1-7), believers are also expected to obey the laws of God
instead of the laws of men if the latter are formed against
the former. The Egyptian midwives who were commanded by the
king to kill all Israelite male babies "feared God, and did
not as the king of Egypt commanded them, but saved the men
children alive.'" (Exodus 1:17)

Daniel refused to obey the king's decree that none should pray
to any God for thirty days except to the king. As a result of
his deliberate disobedience, Daniel was cast into the lion's
den. In the New Testament days, Peter and John were commanded
by the civil authorities not "to speak at all nor teach in the
name of Jesus. But Peter and John answered and said unto
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them, Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto
you more than unto God, judge ye. For we cannot but speak the

things which we have seen and heard." (Acts 4:18-20) They
disobeyed the c¢ivil authorities and continued to preach and
teach about Jesus in the streets of Jerusalem. The civil

authorities cast the apostles in Jjail because of their
activities of witnessing, but the apostles refused to be
silenced or intimidated. They continued to evangelize. They
had a daring faith, a faith that was willing to take risks for
God.

Martin Luther King Jr. said in his famous ‘Letters from
Birmingham Jail', "....there are two types of laws. One has
not only legal but a moral responsibility to obey just laws.
Conversely one has a moral responsibility to disobey unjust
laws. I would agree with St. Augustine that ‘an unjust law is
no law at all'. In no sense do I advocate evading or defying
the law, as would the rabid segregationist. That would lead
to anarchy. One who breaks an unjust law must do so openly,
lovingly and with a willingness to accept the penalty. I
submit that an individual who breaks a law that conscience
tells him is unjust, and who willingly accepts the penalty of
imprisonment in order to arouse the conscience of his
community over its injustice, is in reality expressing the
highest respect for law." (Facing the Issues; page 62)

What does a daring faith mean for us today? It probably will
not mean that we will have to risk our life to be a Christian
(although that is always a possibility, even in BAmerica). A
daring faith means that we are willing, like Moses' parents,
to take some kinds of risks for God without being intimidated
by unbelievers or by an unbelieving society.

Humanism is a godless philosophy which permeates our society
today. It is basically atheistic. It centers on man instead
of on God. It denies everything that Christians hold dear.
A Christian with a daring faith must be willing to stand up
against the attacks of humanism and do so without
intimidation.

Having a daring faith means that we will take our stand for
God within a society that is often not sensitive to or
obedient to the laws of God.

II. LOYAL FAITH (Maintains Loyalty for God) - No Compromise
(Verse 24)

"By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as
the son of Pharaoh's daughter.'" (Hebrews 11:24)

Even though Moses was brought up in the palace of Egypt, and
was considered by Egyptians to be the son of Pharaoh's
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daughter, Moses knew his true identity as a Hebrew and never
forgot his early training at the feet of his own godly mother.
In the disguise of a handmaiden, Moses' own mother was paid by
Pharaoh's daughter to raise Moses! Moses received not only
physical bread but also spiritual instruction from his own
mother who was viewed as a handmaiden by the Egyptians! Moses
received a fine education in the best schools of Egypt, but
knowledge of the living God which Moses received from his
mother far outweighed the knowledge he received from Egyptian
schools.

What a tribute to Moses' mother that she taught Moses so well
about the true and living God that Moses forever identified
with his own people and his people's God rather than with the
Egyptian people and the Egyptian gods! Moses was trained in
the ways of his God and he never departed from that training.
He never compromised with sin, but remained true to his God.

In a secular, humanistic society today, true Christians must
maintain loyalty to God and never succumb to the pressures of
sin. The ‘in' thing may not, and usually is not, the
Christian thing to do. A believer must stand against the tide
of popular ideas and be truly Christian in the way he thinks
and feels and acts and reacts.

A loyal faith is a faith which refuses to compromise with sin.
Jesus said, "Ye cannot serve God and money. Ye cannot serve
two masters."

"Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to
someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to
the one whom you obey - whether you are slaves to
sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which
leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God that,
though you used to be slaves to sin you
wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which
you were entrusted. You have been set free from
sin and have become slaves to righteousness.'
(Romans 6:16-18.)

"Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For
what do righteousness and wickedness have 1In
common? Or what fellowship can light have with
darkness? What harmony is there between Christ and
Belial? What does a believer have in common with
an unbeliever? What agreement is there between the
temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of
the living God. As God has said: ‘I will live
with them and walk among them, and I will be their
God, and they will be my people.' Therefore come
out from them and be separate. Touch no unclean
thing, and I will receive you. I will be a Father
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to you and you will be my sons and daughters, says
the Lord Almighty." (2 Corinthians 6:14-18.)

III. SUFFERING FAITH (Identifies With People of God) - No
Abandonment (Verses 25,26)

"He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God
rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short
time." (Hebrews 11:25)

There is pleasure in sin for a short time, but only for
a short time. The temporary pleasures of sin are soon
replaced by the permanent pains of sin. The temporary
pains caused from serving God will soon be replaced by
the pleasures of an abundant life with Christ on earth
and the eternal life with Christ in heaven. To choose
God may mean to choose pain and persecution for a short
time, but the pain of the world's persecution and
rejection is more than compensated for by Christ's
comfort and companionship which are lasting.

Moses “counted the cost' in serving the true God and, as
a result, turned his back on Egypt and accepted the
suffering which his identification with the people of God
brought.

To be a Christian may mean rejection or persecution, as
in the case of Moses. However, the Christian is wise,
for the Christian is a person with a long view. He knows,
as Moses knew, that to identify with God's people might
bring the scorn of unbelievers, but he knows also that it
will always bring the smile of God's approval upon his

life. To walk alone in sweet communion with God is
infinitely more wonderful than to walk in popularity with
a crowd of unbelievers. "If God is for us, who can be

against us?" It is important, as the woman who was voted
Miss Texas and the runner-up for Miss America said, that
every young girl should "do what is right and don't
succumb to peer pressure. Remember, God and the
individual who is doing right is always a majority!"

The believer with the long view knows that, whatever
Christians have to suffer now for their faith, their
future is bright. The way of the transgressor is hard.
The way of the Christian is easy in comparison, for the
Christian alone has peace of mind and the promise of
eternal life with God in heaven.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a man of the twentieth century
who, like Moses, closely identified with his fellow
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German Christians during World War II in Germany in spite
of Hitler's strong opposition against Christians.
Although a brilliant German scholar who taught at the
University of Berlin, he left the university and worked
to help his fellow Germans who were oppressed by Hitler.
"Forbidden by the Gestapo to preach or speak, he directed
an illegal church training school in which he endeavored
to have a community life embodying genuine Christian
brotherhood. The school was closed by the Gestapo in
1940. For a short time, through the kindness of American
friends, he was in the United States, but he felt
constrained to return to Germany. Arrested by the
Gestapo in 1943, he was in various prisons and
concentration camps and was executed on April 9, 1945,
shortly before the Allied victory would have brought him
release. In the months of confinement he was a tower of
strength to his fellow prisoners. Sustained by his faith
and love of God, he had a poise and a radiance which
brought solace to many." (The 20th Century In Europe;
Volume IV; Kenneth Scott Latourette; page 268)

"There were three driving forces in his (Bonhoeffer's)
life. There was the conviction of the right. “If we
claim to be Christians,' he said, ‘there is no room for
expediency.' There was the sense of destiny. He might
well have stayed safe out of Germany; he went back. I
know what I have chosen', he said. Supremely he was a
man of faith. As he walked out to die on 9th April 1945,
he whispered to a fellow prisoner: ‘This is the end.
But for me it is the beginning of life.'" (Men and
Affairs; by William Barclay; page 39)

Dietrich Bonhoeffer's faith was a suffering faith. He
chose to suffer with his fellow German Christians rather
than to abandon them or to compromise his Christian
convictions. Of Bonhoeffer it could be said, as it was
said of Moses in Hebrews 11:26, "He regarded disgrace for
the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures
of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward."

When our faith calls us to suffer for God, let us
remember what Jesus said, '""Blessed are you when people
insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of
evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad,
because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same
way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.'"
(Matthew 5:11,12)

IV. BELIEVING FAITH (Confidence In the Promises of God)
~ No Distrust (Verses 27,28)
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"By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king's anger; he
persevered because he saw him who is invisible. By faith
he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, so that
the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the
firstborn of Israel.'" (Hebrews 11:27,28)

Moses took God at His Word. Faith is believing that what
God says, He means, and obeying God explicitly, knowing
that God will fulfill His promises.

Doubt will sometimes assail the true believer.
Circumstances will sometimes be adverse. But faith takes
hold of God's Word and claims victory over adverse
circumstances.

Faith means believing that God is trustworthy in His
character, that His promises are reliable. Moses
believed that God would rescue the Israelites out of the
¢cruel hand of Egyptian bondage through a miraculous
deliverance. To believe God's promises implicitly means
to obey God's commands explicitly. Moses was given
careful instructions regarding the Passover observance.
If Moses and the Israelites would have failed to smear
blood on the doorposts of their homes,

the death angel would surely have struck down the
firstborn children in the Israelite homes as he did in
the homes of the Egyptians.

Believing faith is inseparably connected with obedient
faith. There can be no real faith in God without
obedience to God. Faith is not a mere assent of the mind
to God, but faith is an active obedience of the human
will to the revealed will of God. Faith involves
decisive action on the part of man. A believing faith is
a faith that knows God will act on man's behalf in a
saving way because man acts in an obedient way towards
God!

"Standing on the promises I cannot fall,
Listening every moment to the Spirit's call,
Resting in my Savior as my all in all,
Standing on the promises of God."

One will never fall, when he stands on God's promises, as
long as one will remain obedient to the Spirit's call.

Faith is not some kind of “deposit' that God gives to man
once-and-for-all that guarantees automatic security to
man. Rather, faith is a dynamic relationship of 1love
between God and man which must always be maintained by
man's obedient response to God's call. Moses obeyed
God's call and, as a result, received God's promises -
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miraculous deliverance of the Israelites from the
Egyptian slavery, as commemorated annually in the
Passover celebration.

V. COURAGEQUS FAITH (Dependence Upon the Power of God)
- No Cowardice_ (Verse 29)

"By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as on dry
land; but when the Egyptians tried to do so, they were
drowned.' (Hebrews 11:29)

"Here we have the faith of a leader and of a people who
were prepared to attempt the impossible at the command of
God, who realized that the greatest barrier in the world
is no barrier if God be there to help us to overpass it."
(Barclay's Hebrews; page 180)

"God specializes in things thought impossible,
He can do what no one else can do."

"Man's extremity is God's opportunity." Moses and the
Israelites, with the pursuing hostile Egyptians on one
side and the Red Sea on the other side, were totally
dependent upon God at that moment. But it was Moses'
strong faith in a powerful God that held steady the
faltering and fearful Israelites.

As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and
there were the Egyptians, marching after them. They were
terrified and cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses,
"Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you
brought us to the desert to die? What have you done to
us by bringing us out of Egypt? Didn't we say to you in
Egypt, “Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians'? It
would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than
to die in the desert!" Moses answered the people, "Do
not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the
deliverance the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians
you see today will never see again. The Lord will fight
for you; you need only to be still." Exodus 14:10-14.

But the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground,
with a wall of water on their right and on their left.
That day the Lord saved Israel from the hands of the
Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on the
shore. And when the Israelites saw the great power the
Lord displayed against the Egyptians, the people feared
the Lord and put their trust in him and in Moses his
servant. Exodus 14:29-31.
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CONCLUSION: Look again at the five-act Drama of Faith as seen

in the life of Moses:

(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

DARING FAITH (Takes Risks For God) - No
Intimidation
LOYAL FAITH (Maintains Loyvalty To God) - No

Compromise
SUFFERING FAITH (Identifies With People 0Of God) -

No Abandonment

BELIEVING FAITH (Confidence In the Promises Of God)
- No Distrust

COURAGEQUS FAITH (Dependence Upon The Power Of God)
- No Cowardice

No intimidation, but instead courage to take risks for God!

No compromise, but instead steadfastness to maintain loyalty

to God!

No abandonment, but instead identification with the people of
God!

No distrust, but instead confidence to believe in the promises
of God!

No cowardice, but instead courage to depend upon the power of
God!

Faith meets the challenge of every situation of life! Be,

like Moses, a man of Faith!
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QU
1

FAITH

MOSES -~ FAITH AND OURS

ESTIONS

As a conscientious believer who seeks properly to respect
man-made laws and to submit to God-ordained «civil
authorities (Roman 13), can you think of situations (as
in the case of Moses' parents) when you (for conscience'
sake) would have to obey 'God's higher laws' rather than
conform to unjust laws of men? (Note Exodus 2:1-4;
Hebrews 11:23; Acts 4:18-20)

How would you define ‘intimidation' and why is
‘intimidation' so hurtful to a believer's personal
spiritual life and witness? (Note Romans 1:16 and Acts
4:5-30 and especially Acts 4:29)

Name as many examples, both from Bible times and from
contemporary times, when God honored feivil
disobedience.' If a believer conscientiously disobeys a
man-made law (or edict) which is unjust (evil), should
the believer be expected to accept and to endure the
consequences (such as imprisonment for such ‘civil
disobedience')? Do you agree with the following
statement by Martin Luther King Jr; "One who breaks an
unjust law must do so openly, lovingly and with a
willingness to accept the penalty"?

What 1is your response to the following statement by

Martin Luther King Jr. - a statement that expressed his
‘daring faith' in the face of the widespread evil of
racial discrimination: "I submit that an individual who

breaks a law that conscience tells him is unjust, and who
willingly accepts the penalty of imprisonment in order to
arouse the conscience of his community over 1its
injustice, is in reality expressing the highest respect
for law"?

What does a “daring faith' mean for a believer in our
modern-world today? Can you share some specific
illustrations?

Is it possible, as in the case of Moses, for parents to
have a greater influence on their children than the
godless influence of humanistic teachers in public
schools? 1Is it not an unusual tribute to Moses' mother
that she taught Moses so well about the true and the
living God, that Moses forever identified with the people
of God and with the truth of God rather than succumbing
to the false teaching of Egyptian paganism to which Moses
was exposed during his educational training in Egypt?
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

What kind of suffering can the person of faith expect, as
he seeks to be loyal to God amidst a secular-oriented
society? (Notes Hebrews 11:25-26) Do you agree with the
following statement? "To choose God may mean to choose
pain and persecution for a short time, but the pain of
the world's persecution and rejection is more than
compensated for by Christ's comfort and companionship
which are lasting".

Considering the life of Moses, give your interpretation
of the following statement: "The Christian is wise, for
the Christian is a person with a long view."

Can you think of examples from the Bible or from modern
history which illustrate the nobility of heroic
Christians who were willing (in spite of great suffering)
to identify with the people of God and with the truth of
Christ rather than to succumb to the pressures of evil?

Give your interpretation of the following statement made
by the Christian martyr, Dietrich Bonhoeffer: "If we
c¢laim to be Christians, there is no room for expediency."

Regarding those who suffer greatly for their faith in God
and for their righteous stand against evil, what did
Jesus say would be their future destiny? (Note Matthew
5:11,12)

Why is faith in God's promises always inseparably
connected with careful obedience to God's command? (Note

Hebrews 11:27,28). Is it not true to say that a
believing faith is inseparably connected with an obedient
faith? Do you agree with the following statement: "A

believing faith is a faith that knows God will act on
man's behalf in a saving way because man acts in an
obedient way towards God"?

Tell why you agree or disagree with the following
statement: "Faith is not some kind of ‘deposit' that God
gives to man once-and-for-all that guarantees automatic
security to man. Rather, faith is a dynamic¢ relationship
of love between God and man which must always be
maintained by man's obedient response to God's call."

In light of the miracle at the Red Sea (Hebrews 11:29),

what is your interpretation of the following statement:
"Man's extremity is God's opportunity"?
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15.

Share an experience in your life when your faith in God's
power resulted in a “parting of the Red Sea' - in the
accomplishment of a humanly-impossible feat! Do you
firmly believe that:

"God specializes in things thought impossible,
He can do what no one else can do"?
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CHAPTER 10

FAITH

JOSHUA - DARING FAITH
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FAITH
JOSHUA - DARING FAITH
OUTLINE
SCRIPTURE: Joshua 1:1-9

TEXT: "This book of the Law must never depart from your
mouth; you must meditate on it day and night, so that you may
keep living in accord with all that is written in it; for then
you will make your way successful, and then you will prosper."
(Joshua 1:8)

INTRODUCTION: The life of Joshua is not merely a series of
events, but it is a storehouse of truths on how to live and
how to keep living spiritually. Joshua's leadership of Israel
is compared to a type of Jesus' leadership of a Christian.

PROPOSITION: Before pointing out several spiritual lessons in
this comparison, let us briefly note the basic events in
Joshua's life. Using these events as a foundation, we will
draw spiritual lessons that apply to the Christian's
pilgrimage in life.

OUTLINE:

I. SUMMARY OF JOSHUA'S LIFE

II. LESSONS FROM JOSHUA'S LIFE

CONCLUSION: In seeking to find spiritual lessons from
Joshua's life, the following can be said, by way of summary:

(1) The Christian must never take a retreatist position in
facing the threat of sin. He must rather advance, fight,
resist, and win.

(2) The Christian must be willing to be in the minority and
even suffer persecution in his stand for faith in God.

(3) With every commission that God gives to the Christian,
God also provides the courage and the strength of His presence
to carry out the commission.

(4) When the Christian faces a severe test in his life (as
represented by the Jordan) this test gives opportunity for the
strengthening of faith and demonstration of God's power to
deliver.

(5) Throughout the Christian's life, memorial stones should
be set as reminders of God's answers to prayer.

123



(6) God sends his heavenly Messenger in a special way to the
Christian when the Christian needs help, grace, and
instructions in facing the challenge of a hard task.

(7) The price of victory is explicit obedience to God's
instructions; hidden sin always brings defeat to the Christian
and temporary frustration to God's purpose. Only when the
Christian confesses hidden sin can a proper relationship be
restored and victory guaranteed.

(8) The Word of God is the sure guide in waging a successful
campaign in a hostile environment.

(9) Through the strength, strategy, and confidence which God
inspires in the Christian, ultimate victory will be achieved.

(10) A vital and victorious relationship with God must be

daily maintained through undivided loyalty to and worship of
God,
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FAITH

JOSHUA - DARING FAITH

SCRIPTURE: Joshua 1:1-9

TEXT: "This book of the Law must never depart from your
mouth; you must meditate on it day and night, so that you may
keep living in accord with all that is written in it; for then
you will make your way successful, and then you will prosper."
(Joshua 1:8)

INTRODUCTION: The life of Joshua is not merely a series of
events, but it is a storehouse of truths on how to live and
how to keep living spiritually. Joshua's leadership of Israel
is compared to a type of Jesus' leadership of a Christian.

PROPOSITION: Before pointing out several spiritual lessons in
this comparison, let us briefly note the basic events in
Joshua's life. Using these events as a foundation, we will
draw spiritual lessons that apply to the Christian's
pilgrimage in life.

I. SUMMARY OF JOSHUA'S LIFE

We know little about Joshua's early life. He was born to an
obscure Israelite named Nun, of the tribe of Ephraim. Little
did the neighbors and friends of Nun know that someday this
child Joshua would grow up to become the successor of the
great Moses and leader of the entire nation of Israel. Joshua
must have had a good beginning with godly training from a
devoted mother. Few in the 0ld Testament have a taller
spiritual stature than Joshua. Like the one who bore the
Greek counterpart of his name (Jesus), Joshua "grew in wisdom,
in stature, and in favor with God and man."

The first mention we have of Joshua, other than brief facts of
his background, is at the battle with Amalekites, where he led

the forces of Israel. Joshua fought courageously against
Bmalekites while Moses held up his hands in intercession to
God for victory. "And it came to pass, when Moses held up his

hand, that Israel prevailed: and when he let down his hand,
Amalekites prevailed. But Moses' hands were heavy: and they
took a stone, and put it under him, and he sat thereon; and
Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands...And Joshua discomfited
Amalekites." (Exodus 17:11,12a,1l3a)

In Exodus 24:12,13;33:11 we find out that Joshua became the
servant of Moses and accompanied him part way up Mt. Sinai
when the Law was given, and that Joshua attended upon Moses at
the tent of meeting.
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It was Joshua and Caleb who brought back an optimistic report
concerning the land of Canaan, and who exhorted the Israelites
to go in to conquer the Canaanites, regardless of the giants
who dwelt in the land. Joshua was a progressive man of faith
and courage. Because Joshua and Caleb were such men of faith,
God rewarded them by granting them to enter the Promised Land,
while all the other adults of their generation perished in the
wilderness.

Joshua proved himself faithful as a follower, therefore God
saw fit to make him a strong leader. Joshua was appointed and
ordained as successor of Moses. "And the Lord said unto
Moses, Take thee Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is the
spirit, and lay thine hand upon him and set him before Eleazer
the priest, and before all the congregation; and give him a
charge in their sight...and at his word shall they go out, and
at his word they shall come in, both he, and all the children
of Israel with him, even all the congregation." (Numbers
27:18,19,21b)

Before the congregation of Israel, Moses gave a solemn charge
to Joshua, and predicted that God would bring Israel into
Canaan, the land promised to the ancient patriarchs, Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. "And Moses called unto Joshua, and said
unto him in the sight of all Israel, Be strong and of a good
courage: for thou must go with this people unto the land
which the Lord hath sworn unto their fathers to give them; and
thou shalt cause them to inherit it. And the Lord, he it is
that doth go before thee; he will be with thee, he will not
fail thee, neither forsake thee; fear not, neither be
dismayed." (Deuteronomy 31:7,8) God promised to help Joshua
and to give him courage.

Early in Joshua's career as leader, God dramatically
demonstrated His power to Joshua, just as God had dramatically
demonstrated His power to Moses, early in Moses' career as
leader of Israel. Moses, you remember, was given power to
change his rod into a serpent before Pharaoh, and power to
inflict the plagues upon the Egyptians. Upon Joshua's entry
as leader, three supernatural events occurred which indicated
God's presence with Joshua. (1) the river Jordan at flood
tide divided (Joshua 3:14-17). Jordan represented death. The
ark of the Covenant represented the presence and power of God.
"And it came to pass, when the people removed from their
tents, to pass over Jordan, and the priests bearing the ark of
the covenant before the people; and as they that bare the ark
were come into Jordan, and the feet of the priests that bare
the ark were dipped in the brim of the water, that the waters
which came down from above stood and rose up upon an heap."
(Joshua 3:14), (2) A heavenly messenger appeared to Joshua
near Jericho, to encourage and to give directions for victory,
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(3) The city of Jericho was miraculously destroyed by the
power of God.

After taking Jericho so easily, Israel felt there would be no
trouble at all in destroying the city of Ai. However, Achan
had disobeyed the explicit demand not to selfishly plunder any
of the spoils from Jericho. Israel was flatly defeated at Ai.
As Joshua rent his clothes, and "fell to the earth upon his
face before the ark of the Lord until the eventide," God
revealed to Joshua that there was transgression in the camp of
Israel. Finally Achan was found and he confessed his sin of
concealing a Babylonish garment, two hundred shekels of
silver, and a wedge of gold. Achan and his household were
destroyed and God's favor again rested upon Israel.

Joshua then read before all the people the Law of Moses, with
both its blessings and cursings. Joshua made it clear to
Israel that victory and fulfillment could come only if Israel
would obey the words of the Law. Success was conditional upon
obedience.

Joshua made a mistake early in his career as leader. He was
still young and inexperienced and therefore he cannot be
blamed too harshly. The Gibeonites were fearful of Joshua's
power and therefore disguised themselves and pled for mercy
under the pretense of being sojourners from a far country in
desperate need of help. The Gibeonites said they were willing
to become the servants of Israel in payment for mercy and
protection from Israel. With the skill of great deception,
they talked Joshua into making a covenant of peace with them.
After finding out that the Gibeonites were pagan neighbors of
Israel, Joshua was shocked that he had to honor his covenant
of peace with the Gibeonites. "And the princes said unto
them, Let them live; but let them be hewers of wood and
drawers of warer unto all the congregation; as the princes had
promised them.'" (Joshua 9:21)

The latter half of the book of Joshua is a record of military
strategy and victories for Israel over pagan kings, both in
the South and in the North. It is a record of outstanding
courage and brilliant strategy. Thirty-one kings were
dethroned by Joshua and the greater part of the land was
subdued. This section also records the portioning of the land
among the tribes.

II. LESSONS FROM JOSHUA'S LIFE

Joshua's leadership of Israel is a type of Jesus' leadership
of a Christian. Let us note some spiritual applications,
keeping this comparison in mind.
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1. Exodus 17:8-16. Joshua led 1Israel in a battle
against the fierce BAmalekites. This required
considerable courage. Jesus leads the Christian in a
battle against sin. This too involves much courage. The
Amalekites were a threat to Israel. At Rephidim,
Amalekites came and fought Israel.'" (Exodus 17:8a)
Satan in many disguises, fights against the Christian.
What did Israel do when Amalekites came to fight? Israel
did not retreat, but Israel fought a bitter battle. What
should the Christian do when Satan seeks to defeat the
Christian? Never retreat or submit, but resist and

fight. "Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the
devil, and he will flee from you". (James 4:7) Submit to
God, never to the Enemy. That is what 1Israel did.

Israel submitted to God through intercessory prayer.
Moses lifted up his hands to God. The battle against sin
is the Lord's, but the Christian must cooperate. Lack of
intercessory prayer gives victory to the enemy just like
Moses' drooping arms (representing prayer) gave temporary
victory to the Amalekites. The battle was the Lord's,
and so, while human cooperation is important, the victory
in the Christian's life is the Lord's. "Not by might nor
by power, but by my Spirit", saith the Lord.

(2) Numbers 13:26-33 -~ Possibility Thinkers! We can do
it! Joshua and Caleb were in the minority when they
exhorted Israel to go into Canaan to conguer the land.
The price of faith at this time was persecution and near
martyrdom. Says the record, "The entire nation of Israel
began to complain against Moses and Aaron to such a
degree that the whole concourse said to them, ‘Oh, that
we had perished in the land of Egypt or even had died in
this wilderness. They said to one another, "Let us
appoint a leader and go back to Egypt. ‘...But Joshua
the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, two of
those who had gone to find out what the land was like,
tore their clothes and told the whole gathering of
Israel, 'The land through which we passed as spies is an
extremely fertile land. If the Lord is pleased with us,
He will bring us iIn and give us this land which 1is
flowing with milk and honey. Above all, neither rebel
against the Lord nor have fear of the native population;
they shall be as bread to us. Their defense is as a
vanishing shadow, for the Lord is with us; do not fear
them.,' At these words the whole crowd was on the verge
of hurling stones at them when suddenly the glory of the
Lord appeared to the entire nation of Israel in the tent
of meeting."” (Numbers 14:2,4,6-10) Needless to say,
Joshua's faith in God caused him to be most unpopular
with the people. Just like Joshua, so Jesus too was in
the minority. He was both a verbal and silent rebuke to
sinners. His light of faith revealed the darkness of
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doubt and hate in the lives of many. As a result, they
hated Jesus and finally killed him. Said Jesus to his
followers: "If the world hate you, ye know that it hated
me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the
world would love his own: but because ye are not of the
world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therfore

the world hateth you." Wrote John to Christians:
"Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you.” (I
John 3:13) The world is not a friend to grace.

Christians have always been the object of hate by sinners
who are not willing to walk in the light of life and
truth. Joshua is a type of Jesus, and all who will
walk the way of Joshua or Jesus, will find themselves a
member of a minority group.

(3) Men of Faith look at problems as little, because God
is Mighty. God commissioned Joshua to be a leader of the
potential kingdom of Israel. God commissioned Jesus to
be the leader of the spiritual kingdom of God,
potentially opened for membership to all men. God showed
Joshua favor and promised courage and strength to Joshua
for his commission. "I will never fail you, and I will
not forsake you. Be resolute and strong; for you will
enable this people to inherit the land which I vowed to
their fathers to give them. Only be very resolute and
strong, to keep practicing the whole Law which Moses my
servant commanded you; do not depart from it to the right
or to the left, so that you may prosper everywhere you

go." (Joshua 1:5b-7; Berkeley) God showed favor on
Jesus at the time of His inauguration into His public
ministry, and gave strength to Jesus. "And Jesus, when

he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water:
and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the
Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon
him: and a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased.'" (Matthew 3:16,17) All
who take the way of Joshua and Jesus receive a
commission. Just as Joshua and Jesus were shown favor
and given strength and courage to enter into their life's
work, so every Christian will be given courage to match
his commission.

(4) The Israelites, led by Joshua, facing the flood tide
of the Jordan river, represents the Christian facing a
severe test to his faith, whether that test be in the
form of disappointment, loss, or death. Jordan
represents death, the ultimate threat to the Israelites.
The ark of the covenant represents the presence and power
of God which, when it touched the deathly waters of
Jordan, subdued the waters and gave a path of life for
Israel through the Jordan. The Christian, who has the
presence of God in his life, is guaranteed victory over
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tests and temptations. God will make a way of escape,
and in the process strengthen one's faith. God asks us
to obey and to exercise faith even in the face of great
obstacles (Crossing Jordan).

(5) Joshua established memorial stones on the bank of
the Jordan River, "At Gilgal Joshua set up the twelve
stones, which they had taken from the Jordan. Then he
said to the Israelites, 'In the future when your children
ask their fathers, '"What do these stones mean?'" iInform
them by saying, '"Israel crossed this Jordan on dry
ground'”. (Joshua 4:20-22) Further, the Israelites
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