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"LET US HOLD FAST

THE CONFESSION OF OUR

HOPE WITHOUT WAVERING,

FOR HE WHO PROMISED IS
FAITHFUL."

(Hebrews 10:23)



Dedicated To
My two daughters, Darlene and Rhonda,
In hopes that this book will help them fo
remain steadfast in the Christian Faith

throughout their entire lives.



PREFACE

The Letter to the Hebrews is without doubt one of the most
profound letters ever written to Christian believers. Its
themes are deeply theological and yet extremely practical.
It has been one of the greatest challenges and delightslin
my preaching ministry to ponder the message of this
provocative letter over a period of several months. These
messages were first preached to "my flock" at the Free
Methodist Churﬁh at FortvColiins, Colorado. At the
beginning of each chapter appears a concise outline of the
portion of Scripture under consideration. The homiletical
method of study hopefully will facilitate learning.

The layout of the book is designed in such a way that it can
easily be used for small adult "Growth Groups" or Sunday
School Classes. There are thought-provoking guestions
listed at the end of each chapter, to provide class
participants an opportunity to review and to discuss the
main content of each chapter.

I am deeply indebted to Shirley Ruiz, a personal friend and
willing servant of our Lord, who has volunteered her time
and talent to do all of the typing for this book. Her

joyful spirit has been a great encouragement to me.
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"LET US HOLD FAST"
(Understanding The Theme Of Hebrews)

Notes William Barclay, "When we sum it all up, we can say that
Hebrews is a letter written by a great teacher, written by a
man whom we would call a professor, to a little group or
college of Christians in Rome. He was their teacher; at the
moment he was separated from them; he was afraid that they
were drifting away from the faith; and so he wrote this letter
to them."

Notes Robert Shank, in his helpful book "Life In The Son".
"Those who contend that the writer to the Hebrews views his
readers as men who have halted short of saving faith in
Christ, rather than as true believers, do so out of regard for
the necessitates of their theology. The evidence of the
epistle is against them."

"Others agree that the Epistle to the Hebrews obviously is
addressed to true believers, but contend that the writer's
purpose is not to sound a warning against apostasy, but to
share with his readers the secret of spiritual progress. His
call to them, as they contend, is not Don't turn back! - but
Let us go on! Again, such opinion is dictated by the
necessities of their theology, rather than by the contents of
the epistle.”

"The phrase ~let us go on' appears but once (6:1). “Let us go
‘on,' he writes, “unto perfection'. The writer may have
reference to his intention to proceed +to the advanced
development of “the doctrine of Christ' to which he proposes
to lead them in the course of his letter. Or, it may be a
call to his readers to advance from spiritual infancy in which
he found them (5:11-13) toward the maturity. (v.14) which is
possible for all who will grasp it. Actually, both things are
within the writer's purpose. Certainly it is his intention to
proceed toward the fuller development of his Christology,
which is the grand theme of the didactic portions of his
letter. But the presentation of his Christology is not an end
in itself; it is offered for the profit of his readers. The
didactic portions of his letter are but the base from which he
launches his frequent exhortations, the principal burden of
which is not “let us go on', but “let us hold fast'.

"Certainly he is concerned that his readers go on unto
perfection. But his first concern is that they hold fast the
confession of hope without wavering. If they do, they will go

on toward perfection. The Christian life, a 1living
relationship proceeding wupon a living faith in a 1living
Savior, 1s never static. "Jesus said unto them, Take heed
what ye hear: for with what measure ye mete, it shall be
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measured unto you: and unto you that hear shall more be
given. For he that hath, to him shall be given: and he that
hath not, from him shall be taken even that which he hath'
(Mark 4:24,25). Robertson's comment is worth pondering: ~The
man who does not acquire soon loses what he thinks that he
has. This is one of the paradoxes of Jesus that repay thought

and practice'. Growth in grace, or spiritual decline, may be
"hardly perceptible in many instances; nevertheless, it remains
true that a Christian either grows or degenerates. The

Christian life is never static. The congregation to whom the
Epistle to the Hebrews was written had not merely failed to
grow in their Christian 1lives; they had degenerated to the

point of becoming spiritual infants again (5:11,12). "They
had become with the years less guick in understanding, and not
more guick according to a natural and healthy
development....The Hebrews had through their own neglect
become young children again....As yet however this dulness had
not extended to action, though such an issue was not far off
(comp. 2 Pet. 11,20)'." (Westcott)

"Their peril of finally apostatizing increased in proportion
as they declined spiritually." The writer's concern for them
is reflected in his frequent and urgent exhortations.

"In contrast with the exhortation “let us go on unto
perfection,' which occurs but once, the exhortation “let us
hold fast our confession' occurs twice (4:14; 10:23) and the
epistle abounds with cognate exhortations: "if we hold fast
the confidence and rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end!
(3:6); “if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast
unto the end' (3:14); “lest there be in any of you an evil
heart of unbelief in departing from the living God' (3:12);
“lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin'
(3:13); "“lest at any time we should slip away' (2:1); “if we
neglect so great salvation' (2:3):; “harden not your hearts’
(3:8,15); “lest any man fall after the same example of
unbelief'’ (4:11); show the same diligence to the full
assurance of hope unto the end' (6:11); "“let us Lkeep on
drawing near with a true heart in full assurance of faith'
(10:22); “cast not away therefore your confidence' (10:35);
“for ye have need of patience, that...ye might receive the
promise' (10:38); "“the just shall live by faith: but if he
draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him' (10:38);
"lest ye be wearied and faint' (1i2:3); “despise not the
chastening of the Lord nor faint when thou art rebuked of him'
(12:5); "be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and
live' (12:9); “lest that which is lame be turned out of the
way' (12:13); “lest any man fail of the grace of God' (12:15);
“lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who
s0ld his birthright' (12:16); “if we turn away from Him who
speaks from heaven' (12:25); “be not carried away with divers
and strange doctrines' (13:9); ~“let us keep going forth unto
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Him outside the camp, bearing His reproach' (13:13). Any
emphasis in the Epistle to the Hebrews on going on toward
spiritual maturity is secondary. The burden of the writer's
"word of exhortation,' is that his readers “hold fast the
confession of their hope' in Jesus Christ as the only Savior
and “the Source of eternal salvation unto all who obey Him.'"
(Life In The Son, Pages 231-234, Robert Shank)

The great James Denney in his book “The Death of Christ' also
believed the main thrust of the book of Hebrews was
conservation of the Faith. "The Epistle to the Hebrews does
not make as clear to us as the Pauline epistles how it is that
Christ's death becomes effective for men. The author was not
an evangelist so much as a pastor, and it is not the
initiation of Christianity, but its conservation, with which
he deals throughout."

After one makes a careful study of the book of Hebrews, one is
impressed with a pattern in the book. Three basic components
emerge: (1) Promises and Provisions, (2) Conditions and
Exhortations, (3) Warnings and Perils.

A contextual study of Hebrews involves appreciating the
promises and provisions of God as they are couched in the
broader conditions and the warnings as expounded in the total
passage under consideration. A proof-texting method of Bible
Study is always dangerous and is a direct violation of the
principles of hermeneutics.

If conservation of the faith is the main concern of the author
of Hebrews, then the didactic portions of the Bocock are the
“launching pads' for the freguent exhortations to maintain the
faith. Again, (to gquote Robert Shank):  "The didactic
portions of his letter are but the base from which he launches
his frequent exhortations, the principal burden of which is
not “let us go on,' but “let us hold fast.'" (Life In The
Son; page 232)

The Christology of Hebrews is rich and beautiful and is worthy
of a study within itself. But the didactic portions are only
secondary. The hortatory sections, in which the author's main
trust is "Let us hold fast," are primary.

Why was Hebrews written? Because the author "was afraid that
they (the believers) were drifting away from the faith."

(William Barclay). The key emphasis in the Book is, "Let us
hold fast!" Why this emphasis?
(1) Because there was a real possibility that these

believers could go back to the Jewish religion which
would mean a repudiation of the way of grace through
Jesus and the New Covenant. (2) Because of the
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possibility of falling away from grace (becoming
faithless) under the severe attacks of persecutors
(10:32-34; 13:3). (3) Because of the possibility (and
reality) of failing to grow spiritually and instead
degenerating to the point of becoming spiritual infants
again (5:11,12). "Their peril of finally apostatizing
increased in proportion as they declined spiritually.
The writer's concern for them is reflected in his
frequent and urgent exhortations." (Life In The Son;
Robert Shank; page 233). (4) Because of the possibility
of believers becoming discouraged and embittered when God
wielded the chastening rod (Hebrews 12).
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CHAPTER 1|
THE SUPREMACY OF JESUS

HEBREWS 1:1-4



HEBREWS
THE SUPREMACY OF JESUS

OUTLINE

SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 1:1-4

INTRODUCTION: Jesus is not only the greatest of the great men
and the holy angels, but Jesus is altogether unique as no one
less than the very divine Son of God -- Creator and Sustainer
of the universe, as Divine Redeemer, as the perfect expression
of the invisible God, as the exalted Mediator who sits beside
the Father's throne to make intercession for mankind, as the
King of kings and Lord of lords whose reign is both righteous
and eternal!

PROPOSITION: Jesus is supreme and incomparable, in a uniqgue

relationship to the Father. He is the eternal Son of the
Living God!
I. The Supremacy Of The Son Over The Prophets (verses
1-3
A, God's Partial Revelation Through The Prophets
(verse 1)
B. God's Perfect Revelation Through The Son
(verses 2-3)
IT. The Supremacy Of The Son Over The Angels (verses
4-14)
A, The Angels' Subordinate Position and Ministry
(verses 5-7, 13-14)
B. The Son's Supreme Person and Work (verses 8-12)

CONCLUSION: Jesus is the perfect reflection of the glory of
God, the perfect expression of the invisible God, the creator
and sustainer of the universe, the atoning sacrifice for sins,
the divine Intercessor for mankind, who reigns eternally and
righteously as the Changeless One.




HEBREWS
THE SUPREMACY OF JESUS

SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 1:1-14

INTRODUCTION: Who is Jesus? One of the most important
guestions a person will ever ask!

"One day as he (Jesus) was alone, praying, with
his disciples nearby, he came over and asked them,
'"Who are the people saying I am?' ~John the
Baptist', they told him, “or perhaps Elijah or one
of the other ancient prophets risen from the
dead.' Then he asked them, “Who do you think I am?"
Peter replied, “The Messiah-the Christ of God!'"
(Luke 9:18-20; Living Bible)

Who you believe Jesus is, will determine what your conception
of reality is! There are those who believe Jesus was a great
prophet - perhaps even the greatest prophet in a long
succession of prophets. There are those who believe that
Jesus was the greatest teacher or the greatest moral example
the world has ever known. There are others who believe that
Jesus was a self-deceived egomaniac, making claims about
himself that were extravagant and wild!

Jesus made amazing claims regarding His person and mission. He
accepted the praise and homage of people. He claimed to be the
eternal - "I AM" - the timeless divine Son of God! He claimed
the right to forgive sins, and He exercised authority over
both physical and demonic powers. He claimed to be the Judge
of all mankind, and said that one's personal response to Him
determined one's personal eternal destiny! He said that those
who refuse to follow Him, are walking in moral darkness which
would ultimately lead to eternal death!

The unigueness of Jesus as the eternal Son of God is taught
clearly in the Gospels. It is faith in Jesus as the only
Savior and the Source of eternal salvation unto all who obey -
- it is the 'faith', both as a verbal affirmation and as a
personal experience, which the author of the Book of Hebrews
declares must be maintained. Why was the Book of Hebrews
written? Because the author "was afraid that the believers
were drifting away from the faith." (William Barclay) To
drift away from the faith would mean to deny the unigqueness of
Jesus as the only Savior, and would mean to revert back to
Judaism and legalism, i.e. belief that keeping the 014
Testament Law would bring eternal salvation and acceptance by
God.



The supremacy of Jesus over the greatness of the prophets and

over the special place and function of the angels -- this is
the theme of the first chapter of Hebrews. Jesus is supreme.
He is unique. He is greater far than the 01ld Testament

prophets and superior even to angels, who, in the minds of the
Jewish people, held a position of great power. Jesus is not
only the greatest of the great men and the holy angels, but
Jesus is altogether unigue as no one less than the very
divine Son of God -- as Creator and Sustainer of the universe,
as divine Redeemer, as the perfect expression of the invisible
God, as the exalted Mediator who sits beside the Father's
throne to make intercession for mankind, as the King of kings
and Lord of lords whose reign is both righteous and eternal!

PROPOSITION: Jesus is supreme and incomparable, in a unigue
relationship to the Father. He is the eternal Son of the
Living God!

I. THE SUPREMACY OF THE SON OVER THE PROPHETS (Verses 1-3)

Hebrews 1:1-2a says, "In the past God spoke to our forefathers
through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son." (NIV)
Phillips translates these verses in this way; "God, who gave
to our forefathers many different glimpse of the truth in the
words of the prophets, has now, at the end of the present age,
given us the truth in the Son."” The Living Bible paraphrase
is interesting: "Long ago God spoke in many ways to our
fathers through the prophets (in visions, dreams, and even
face to face), telling them little by little about his plans.
But now in these days he has spoken to us through his Son to
whom he has given everything."

The New English Bible is one of the clearest translations:
"When in former times God spoke to our forefathers, he spoke
in fragmentary and varied fashion through the prophets. But in
this the final age he has spoken to us in the Son whom he has
made heir to the whole universe."”

A. GOD'S PARTIAL REVELATION THROUGH THE PROPHETS (Verse 1)

The Supremacy of God's revelation through the Son (Jesus) is
the theme of the first chapter of Hebrews. God has never been
silent, but has spoken in various ways throughout history.
However, God's supreme and complete revelation of Himself to
mankind was found in Jesus Christ. All other previous
revelations were partial and incomplete and fragmentary. John,
the beloved disciple of Jesus, wrote, "The true light that
gives light to every man was coming into the world."” (John
1:9)



Jesus 1is the true or complete 1light (or revelation) in
contrast to other lesser and incomplete lights previously
given to mankind before Jesus' coming. These other lights
were imperfect, incomplete, and transitory. Jesus 1is the
perfect revelation of God, because Jesus is God's complete and
eternal light. Jesus is like the noonday sun in contrast to
the reflected light of the midnight moon.

Reflected lights from God shone upon the earth to mankind
before the coming of Jesus. These reflected lights revealed
the reality of God imperfectly. The reflected lights cast
shadows upon the nature and person of God, even though it is
true they did partially and imperfectly reflect something of
the truth of God's nature.

What were some of these imperfect and partial "lights"? The
light of God is revealed in Nature. The 1light of God as
revealed in the 0l1d Testament Mosaic Law. The light of God as
revealed in His providential guidance of His Israelite people
through historical events. The 1light of God, as revealed
through the great writings of the Hebrew prophets. Yes,God
has not been silent! He has revealed Himself. But all of His
revelations of Himself, previous to the coming of Jesus, were
partial and incomplete and fragmentary revelations.

Throughout the ages - at various times in past history - God
spoke through prophets. Each prophet spoke to the particular
age in which he lived, communicating that facet of God's truth
which was most relevant for that particular set of
circumstances. Isaiah focused on the truth of God's holiness
amidst an age of moral pollution. His message centered on
the redemptive grace of God's salvation. Jeremiah, the
so-called “weeping prophet', prophesied during the dark days
of Judah, just a few vears before Judah's Babylonian
captivity. Jeremiah focused on the truth of God's
sovereign power over the nations. Jeremiah warned God's
chosen people that violation of God's laws and the worship
of false gods were sure to bring God's ultimate judgment.
Amos prophesied during a time when the powerful oppressed
the weak and when injustice in the marketplace was rampant.
His message was a cry for social justice. Hosea, whose own
heart broke because of domestic problems, taught lessons
concerning the forgiving love of God. "Each prophet, out
of his own experience of life, and out of the experience
of Israel, had grasped and expressed a fragment, a part of
the truth of God. No prophet had grasped the whole round orb
of truth; but with Jesus it was different. Jesus was not a
part of the truth; He was the whole truth. He was not a
fragmentary revelation of God; He was the full revelation
of God." (Barclay's Hebrews, page 4)



B. GOD'S PERFECT REVELATION THROUGH THE SON (Verses 2-3)

The greatest writings of the greatest prophets were only
preparatory revelations of the greatest revelation of all -
- the revelation of God through His Son -- Jesus Christ!

1. The Glory of the Son (verse 3a)

"The Son 1is the radiance of God's glory and the
exact representation of his being." (verse 3a)

The glory and majesty and beauty of God is
accurately reflected in the face of Jesus Christ.
"Jesus is the exact image and expression of God,
that Jjust as if you look at the impression, vyou
see exactly what the seal which made it is like,
so if you look at Jesus you see exactly what God is
like." (Barclay's Hebrews page 5)

Jesus is the flawless expression of God's Nature.
He who has seen Jesus, has seen the Father! All
that Jesus was while a man, God has always been

eternally. Jesus was love incarnate; God has
always been love and has never done anvthing that
was loveless. Jesus is the "face" of God on
earth.

2. The Work of the Son (verses 2b, 3b)

a. Jesus is the appointed heir of all things.

Though wrong oftentimes seems so strong, Jesus will
ultimately triumph. The future belongs to Christ,
not to Satan; the kingdoms of this world will fall
and the kingdom of Christ will be ushered in!
Every tongue shall confess that Jesus is Lord,
and every earthly and demonic power shall be
subdued before Christ. This is my Father's
universe, and the Father wills that everything
shall be given to His Son!

b. Jesus is the One through whom God created the
Universe. Jesus is the Agent of Creation.
Nothing came into existence without the Son.
John declared this same truth when he wrote about

Jesus: "He created everything there is - nothing
exists that he didn't make. " (John 1:3) Paul
offered the same fact: "Christ himself is the

Creator who made everything in heaven and earth,
the things we can see and the things we can't;



the spirit world with its kings and kingdoms,
its rulers and authorities; all were made
Christ for His own use and glory."”
(Colossians 1:16; Living Bible)

c. Jesus is the One who sustains the Universe.

That is to say, Jesus not only created the
universe, but He moment by moment maintains the
universe. It is His power that holds everything

together, the power that keeps the planets and
stars and galaxies in their appointed places,
the power that brings continuity and order and
predictability to the created universe, the
power that orders the seasons and that constantly
renews all things. He is intimately involved in
that which He has created. Nothing is out of His
control. Not only is He involved in the universe
of matter, but He is personally involved in the
personal lives of each of His human creatures.
Nothing happens to people without His permission.
In Christ we live and move and have our very being.

Without His sustaining presence, all of the
created universe would immediately collapse!

d. Jesus provided purification for the sins of
mankind. Mankind is polluted with sin and is
helpless and hopeless without the all-holy and
sinless Son of God, whose blood alone provides
cleansing from the taints of moral pollution.

e. Jesus is exalted to the right hand of authority
beside Almighty God. Because He sacrificed all for
a sinful race of person, Jesus is now exalted to
the very throne of the Heavenly Father,
where He makes intercession for the human race.
Jesus is there with the Father, not to bring
accusations against the human race, but as a lawyer
to plead the cause of those who truly repent of
their sins. How comforting to know that
repentant ones at the end of life, go not to a
condemning Judge but to a forgiving Father who,
because of Christ's redemptive work, is reconciled
to sinners!

THE SUPREMACY OF THE SON OVER THE ANGELS (Verses 4-14)

Even though the prophets of God were taken into God's personal
counsel and confidence, and even though thev were the
recipients of God's great revelations of truth regarding
God's will and nature, no prophet could begin to compare with
Jesus in glory or in work. The glory of God shone on the
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faces of the prophets, for they walked close to God, but the
glory of Jesus was the perfect reflection of the glory of
Almighty God. The work of the prophets was g¢great -- to
declare a specific message to a specific group of people at
a specific time in history -- but the work of Jesus is
infinitely greater than the work of all the prophets. Jesus
was the Creator and the Sustainer of the Universe, the
Redeemer and the Mediator, the King to whom the Father has
given all things!

The writer to the Hebrew believers was concerned, not only
to show Jesus' superiority over the prophets, but also to
show Jesus' superiority over the angels.

In the minds of the Jewish people to whom the author of
Hebrews is writing, God was so high and holy and
transcendent and far removed from mankind, that the
angels became the intermediaries between God and man. They
were seen as go-betweens' as “liaison officers' between God
and men. Thus, angels were very exalted beings, close to God
and personal ministers of God. "These Jewish people
believed that God spoke to man through +the angels, and
that a part of the duty of the angels was to carry the
prayers of men into the presence of God." (Barclay's Hebrews;

page 8)

A. THE ANGELS' SUBORDINATE POSITION AND MINISTRY (Verses 5-7,
13-14)

The angels may have a place that is close to God and enjoy a
relationship of intimacy with the Father that is most unique,
but there is none who is closer to the Father than Jesus,
for Jesus is declared as the very Son of God! "Then he
(Jesus) became far greater than the angels, as proved by the
fact that his name ~“Son of God', which was passed on to him
from his Father, is far greater than the names and titles of
the angels. For God never said to any angel, 'You are my
Son, and today I have given you the honor that goes with
that name.' But God said it about Jesus. Another time he
said, 'I am his Father and he is my Son.'" (Hebrews 1:4-5;
Living Bible)

If Jesus is the Son of God, holding an altogether unique
position with Almighty God, much closer to God than even the
angels, then the greatness of Jesus can never be guestioned.
Far from being only a man, or the greatest of the angels, He
is the Son of God. As such, He is not only worthy of
respect, but He is worthy of worship!

Because who Jesus inherently is -- i.e., the Son of God —-
and because of Jesus' creation power, and because of Jesus'
atoning death followed by His glorious resurrection and

8



mediatorial place beside the Father's throne -- for these
reasons alone, Jesus deserves the worship of all beings --
including all angels! The angels are mere messengers of God,
sent out to help and to care for those who are to receive the
very salvation which Jesus alone could make possible for
sinful mankind through His atoning sacrifice on the cross.

B. THE SON'S SUPREME PERSON AND WORK (Verses 8-12)

The angels were placed on 'pedestals' of importance, and were
seen as intermediaries between God and men. "It was
necessary to show that the Son was ¢greater far then thevy,
that he who knew the Son needed no angel to be his
intermediary between himself and God." {Barclay's Hebrews;
page 11) The person and work of Jesus stands out uniguely,
far above the person and work of any angel or group of angels.

1. Jesus' Everlasting Reign of Righteousness.
"Your throne, 0 God, will last forever and ever,
and righteousness will be the scepter of your
kingdom." (verse 8; Living Bible)

In contrast to the angels who are created beings,
Jesus is eternal and uncreated. Jesus is divine,
as seen in the title given to Him -- "0 God" --
whereas angels are a part of the created order of
which Jesus is the Agent of creation. So, far
from the angels being superior to Jesus, they are
greatly inferior, for the angels themselves were
created by Jesus Christ! Not only are the angels
inferior to Jesus, in the way the creation is
inferior to the Creator, but the angels are
inferior to Jesus in terms of moral and spiritual
excellence. Jesus is altogether righteous, bevond
the possibility of sinning, in His exalted place
beside His Father's throne. His Kingly reign is
not based upon the power of evil forces, but his

kingly reign is based upon the power of
righteousness. He wielded His power, as
exemplified by the scepter of His kingdom, not
with malicious motives but with pure and holy
motives. "You (Jesus) love right and hate wrong;
so God, even your God, has poured out more
gladness upon you than on anyone else." (verse 9;

Living Bible)

2. Jesus' Creative Power. "God also called him
“Lord' when he salid, “Lord’, in the beginning you
made the earth, and the heavens are the work of
your hands." (verse 10; Living Bible) Jesus is
superior to the angels, for no angel has the
ability to create something out of nothing!
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3. Jesus' Everlasting Person. "They (the heavens
and the earth) will disappear into nothingness,
but you will remain forever." (verse 11; Living
Bible)

Jesus the Creator will outlast the works of His
hands -- the created order! Jesus existed before
creation and He will continue in His eternal and
personal existence after the present created order
will disappear into nothingness.

4. Jesus' Changelessness (Immutability) "They (the
heavens and the earth) will become worn out
like old clothes, and some day you will fold
them up and replace them. But you yourself will
never change, and your years will never end."”
(verse 12; Living Bible) In contrast to man who
has to die, and in contrast to angels some of
whom fell from righteousness into sin, and in
contrast to the created universe which must grow
old, Jesus 1s the changeless One! "There is in the
Divine duration no circle to be run, no space to be
measured, no time to be reckoned. All is eternity
-— infinite -- and onward." (Adam Clarke)
"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and
forever."” (Hebrews 13:8)

"Change and decay, all around I see; Thou God who
changest not, abide with me."” Jesus does not
change like shifting shadows (James 1:17), but
He remains steadfast in His works, and untiring in
His mercies, and predictable in His character.
There is no variableness, neither shadow of
turning in Jesus. He abides forever the same,
forever faithful!

5. Jesus' Victorious Kingly Reign. Jesus is
superior to the angels, as demonstrated in many
ways! Jesus is infinite in His purity and His

righteousness, He is the sole agent of creation
of the physical universe, He is the changeless and
everlasting King before whom all visible and
invisible creatures will bow in total
submission!

"Did God ever say to an angel, as he does to his
Son, 'Sit here beside me in honor until I crush
all your enemies beneath your feet'?"” (verse
13;Living Bible) To Christ alone belongs all
rule and authority and power and dominion! All
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enemies will be subdued and Christ will eternally
reign. All victory and honor ultimately belong
alone to Jesus Christ!

All the visible kingdoms of earth and all the evil
invisible kingdoms of Satan will be subjected to
Christ. Christ's enemies will be vangquished!
"'Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong
to our God, for true and just are his judgements
....Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty
reigns. Let us rejoice and be glad and give him
glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and
his bride had made herself ready.....He (Christ)
is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his
name is the Word of God. The armies of heaven
were following him, riding on white horses and
dressed in fine linen, white and clean. Out of
his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to
strike down the nations. '"He will rule them with
an iron scepter.' He treads the winepress of the
fury of the wrath of God Almighty. On his robe
and on his thigh he has this name written: King of
kings and Lord of lords.'" (Revelation
19:1,6,7,13-16)

Jesus is the supreme Sovereign, the eternal Son of God,
whereas angels are merely the messengers of Christ, and they
are servants even to Lhrist's servants, i.e. to mankind.
"Surely the angels are no more than spirits in the service
of God, commissioned to serve the heirs of God's salvation"
(i.e. mankind). (Hebrews 1:13 Phillips translation)

CONCLUSION: The Supremacy of Jesus is well documented in this
chapter. In light of who Jesus is, what then, as humans, are
we to be or what should we be?

Jesus is the perfect reflection of the glory of God. We are
the fallen creatures of sin from whom the glory of God's
original righteousness at creation has sadly faded.

Jesus is the perfect expression of the invisible God,
demonstrating conclusively in His life and in His message
that God is perfect love. We are, at best, imperfect men
who declare only a fragment of God's truth. Christ is the
perfect embodiment of truth, whereas believers are the
imperfect communicators of only part of the truth.

Jesus is the Creator and the Sustainer of the Universe,
whereas we are merely the creatures who are totally dependent
upon our Creator for life and breath. In Christ we live and
move and have our very being!
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Jesus is the great atoning sacrifice for sins, providing the
basis for complete forgiveness of all sins and for
reconciliation with the Heavenly Father. Through the cross,
Jesus has purchased the gift of eternal 1life. He has taken
the initiative to objectively provide the gift of salvation.
It 1is now each person' responsibility individually and
subjectively to appropriate the divinely-offered gift of
life.

Jesus is the exalted Savior who sits at the right hand of
authority beside the Father to make intercession for mankind.
As believers, it is our responsibility to plead the blood of
Jesus Christ for daily forgiveness and cleansing, to commit
our case to our Divine Attorney whose defense before the
Father is altogether effective.

Jesus, as Son of God, is closer by far to God t:. " _zr,
than the greatest of God's great angels. Because of Jesus'
unigue relationship to the Father, far superior to the

relationship of the angels with the Father, Jesus is worthy
not only of our great respect but of our wholehearted
devotion and worship.

Jesus' kingly reign is both eternal and righteous. As
believers, we are to humble ourselves before Christ the King,
and we are to be clothed with the garments of Christ's
righteousness, as we put off our own garments of wickedness
and self-righteousness.

Jesus is the Changeless (immutable) One, the same vesterdav,
today and forever. As humans, we are temporal and changeable.
Amidst all the changes and chances of life, we nmust learn
to put our trust in the One with whom there is no
variableness or shadow of turning, in the One who said He is
unfailing in His mercy and everlasting in His love.
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HEBREWS

THE SUPREMACY OF JESUS (Hebrews 1:1-14)

QUESTTIONS

1.

Give your interpretation of the following statement:
"Who you believe Jesus 1is, will determine what vyour
conception of reality is." How would you respond to
those persons who believe that Jesus is only a great man
-- a great teacher, or a great moral example, or a great
prophet? What were some of the unique claims which Jesus
made regarding himself?

In general terms, why was the Book of Hebrews written?

Considering the fact that God has never been silent but
that He has spoken in various ways throughout history,
describe how the following revelations of God were
partial and incomplete and fragmentary:

a. The light of God revealed in Nature.

b. The light of God revealed in the 01d Testament
Mosaic Law.

c. The light of God revealed in His providential

guidance of His Israelite people through
historical events.

d. The light of God as revealed through the great
writings of the Hebrew prophets.

Even though it is true that each 0ld Testament prophet
spoke to the particular age in which he 1lived,
communicating that facet of God's truth which was most
relevant for that particular set of circumstances, it is
also true that the message of each prophet has
application for contemporary society. As you consider
that “key message' of each of the following four
prophets, in what ways do you believe their respective
messages have relevance to modern-day America?

a. Isajah -- focused on God's holiness.

b. Jeremiah -- focused on God's sovereign power
over the nations of the world.

c. Amos -- focused on God's cry for social
justice.

d. Hosea -- focused on lessons concerning the

forgiving love of God.
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Carefully read the following Scriptures:

a. John 1:14
b. Colossians 1:15,19
c. Hebrews 1:3

Based on an examination of these Scriptures, do vyou
believe that the following statements accurately describe
the uniqueness of Jesus' revelation of the Father? --
"Jesus is the flawless expression of God's Nature. He
who has seen Jesus, has seen the Father. All that Jesus
was while a man, God has always been eternally. Jesus
was Jlove dincarnate; God has always been love and has
never done anything that was loveless. Jesus is the
“face' of God on earth.”

Of the following truths which describe the "work" of the
Son, which of these truths do you believe need a greater
emphasis in our preaching and in our teaching, in the
context of modern America?

a. Jesus 1is the appointed heir of all
things.
b. Jesus is the One through whom God created
the Universe.
_c. Jesus 1is the One who sustains the
Universe. :
d. Jesus provided purification for the sins
, of mankind.
e. Jesus 1is presently with the Father, not

to bring accusations against the human
race, but as a lawyer to plead the cause
of those who truly repent of their sins.

At the time the Book of Hebrews was written what attitude
did the Jewish believers have regarding the place and
functions of angels?

How does the author of Hebrews (in Hebrews 1:5-7, 13-14)
argue for the superiority of Jesus over the mighty
angels?

Which of the following descriptions of the person and
work of Jesus do you believe needs special emphasis in
contemporary America (and tell why)?

a. Jesus is the uncreated, divine Son of God

who was God's Agent in creating all
things, including the mighty angels.
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Jesus was the sinless Son of God on
earth, and in His present exalted place
beside the Father's throne. He wields
His power, not with malicious motives but
with pure and holy motives.

Jesus existed before creation and He will
continue in His eternal and personal
existence after the present created order
will disappear into nothingness. ,
In contrast to man who has to die, and in
contrast to angels some of whom fell from
righteousness into sin, and in contrast
to the created universe which must grow
old, Jesus is the Changeless One.
Because all victory and honor ultimately
belong alone to Jesus Christ, all visible
and invisible creatures and forces will
be subdued, and Christ, with His saints,
will reign eternally.

10. After making a serious observation of the following

chart, ask vyourself this question:

'In light of who

Jesus 1is, am I what I ought to be in terms of proper
actions or reactions or attitudes?"

JESUS CHRIST

1. Perfect reflection of
the glory of God.

2. Perfect expression of
the invisible God of Love.

3. Creator and Sustainer
of the Universe.

4. Great atoning sacrifice
for all sins, providing the
basis for forgiveness and
reconciliation with the
Father.
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HUMAN BEING

1. Fallen creatures of sin
from whom the glory of
God's original
righteousness has sadly
faded.

2. Imperfect communicators
of only part of God's total
truth.

3. Creatures who are
totally dependent upon our
Creator for life and
breath.

4, Responsible creatures
of choice, spiritually
helpless to save ourselves,
responsible individually
and subjectively to
appropriate the divinely-
offered gift of eternal
life.



5. Exalted Savior who sits
at the right hand of
authority beside the
Father, to make
intercession for mankind.

6. Unique relationship to
the Father, far superior to
the relationship of the
angels with the Father.

7. His kingly reign is
both eternal and righteous.

8. He is the changeless

(immutable) One, the same
yvesterday, today and
forever.
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5. Responsible to plead
the blood of Jesus Christ
for daily forgiveness and
cleansing, and to commit
our case to our Divine
Attorney whose defense
before the Father is
altogether effective.

6. Because of who Jesus
is, we are to give Jesus
not only our greatest
respect, but also our
wholehearted devotions and
worship.

7., We are to submit to
Jesus' lordship, and we are
to be "clothed" with the
garments of Christ's
righteousness, as we put
off our own garments of
wickedness and self-
righteousness.

8. We are temporal and
changeable, but amidst all
the changes and chances of
life, we must learn to put
our trust in the One who
said He is unfailing in His
mercy and everlasting in
His love.



CHAPTER 2

- THE PERILS OF THE DRIFTING LIFE!
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HEBREWS
THE PERILS OF THE DRIFTING LIFE!

OUTLINE

SCRIPTURE: Hebrew 2: 1-4

INTRODUCTION: There is no such thing as automatic security in
the Christian life. There are "currents" in life - both
externally in society and internally in man's soul - that
oppose the progress of the Christian traveller, and which have
the capability of causing spiritual shipwreck.

PROPOSITION: The Causes of spiritual drifting must be
recoghized, and the Consequences of spiritual drifting must be
seen as most serious. Most importantly, the Cure for

spiritual drifting must be accepted and personally
appropriated.

I. The Causes of Spiritual Drifting

A. Procrastination Because of Busyness

B. Ignoring Message Because of Disobedience

c. Spiritual Drowsiness Because of A TLack of
Alertness and Zeal

D. Infatuation With Material Pursuits Because of A
Lack of Spiritual Perspective

E. Neglect of "Means of Grace" Because of A Lack of
Discipline

II. The Consequences of Spiritual Drifting

III. The Cure for Spiritual Drifting

A. Pay Attention to the Possibility of Drifting

B. Pay Attention to the True Message of Christ

C. Pay Attention to the Spiritual "Means of Grace"
CONCLUSION: "Do the things of God and heaven loom more
clearly on your vision? If so, rejoice! But remember that
only DIVINE strength can suffice to maintain the conflict, and
keep the boat's head against the stream."” (F.B. Meyer)
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HEBREWS
THE PERILS OF THE DRIFTING LIFE!
SCRIPTURE: Hebrew 2: 1-4

INTRODUCTION: Someone well said, "For everyone that
definitely turns his back on Christ, there are hundreds who
drift from Him. Life's ocean is full of currents, anyone of
which will sweep us past the harbor - mostly even when we seem
nearest to it, and carry us far out to sea.” ({The Way Into
The Holiest; F. B. Meyers; page 24)

Taking into consideration the original Greek language of
Hebrews 2:1, here is an accurate translation: "Therefore, we
must the more eagerly anchor our lives to the things that we
have been taught, lest the ship of life drift past the harbor
and be wrecked." (Barclay's Translation; Hebrews; page 13)

This portion of scripture (Hebrews 2:1) definitely teaches
that there is no such thing as automatic security in the
Christian 1life. There are ‘"currents" 1in 1life - ©both
externally in society and internally in man's soul - that
oppose the progress of the Christian traveler, and which have
the capability of causing spiritual shipwreck. In his letter
to Timothy, Paul referred to two persons - one time believers
- who had failed to hold on to their faith in Christ and who
had rejected the dictates of their conscience. These two

persons - Hymenaeus and Alexander - had made "shipwreck" of
their faith (I Timothy 1:19-20).

PROPOSITION: The Causes of spiritual drifting must be
recognized, and the Conseguences of spiritual drifting must be
seen as most serious. Most importantly, the Cure for

spiritual drifting must be accepted and personally
appropriated.

I. The Causes of Spiritual Drifting

Although the Scriptural portion which we are considering today
does not itemize the various causes for spiritual drifting, we
must scan the Scriptures and try to identify some of the main
causes for such a dreadful reality.

A. Procrastination Because of Busvness

There are many in life who have never even initially accepted
Christ as their Savior, who are drifting farther and farther
away from God and from realizing personal salvation. They nmay
even have good intentions, but they are so busy and so
preoccupied with other concerns in life, that they are putting
off making a decision for Christ.
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In one of his many books, William Barclay recounts the fable
which tells of three apprentice devils who were going to this
earth to finish their apprenticeship. They were talking to
Satan, the chief of the devils, about their plans to tempt and
to ruin men. The first said, "I will tell them that there is

no God". Satan said, "That will not delude many, for they
know that there is a God". The second said, "I will tell men
that there is no hell". Satan answered, "You will deceive no

one that way; men know even now that there is a hell for sin".
The third said, "I will tell men that there is no hurry".
"Go", said Satan, "and you will ruin men by the thousands".
Barclay than asserts that the most dangerous of all delusions
is that there is plenty of time. He notes that the most
dangerous day in man's life is when he learns that there is
such a word as tomorrow.

The Bible's exhortation is wise: "For if the word spoken
through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and
disobedience received a just recompense, how shall we escape
if we neglect so great a salvation?" (Hebrews 2:2-3a NASB).

Today is the acceptable time to receive Christ. Now is the
day of salvation. Tomorrow may be too late--eternally too
late! Someone appropriately said: "The road to hell is paved
with good intentions”. -

“Procrastination' is doubtless one of Satan's most powerful
tools.

"Busyness" is not only the tool which Satan uses to distract
unbelievers from making a decision to follow Christ, but
"Busyness" can also cause believers to drift away from Christ
and His salvation. The daily cares and anxieties and duties
and pleasures of life can so easily absorb our interest and
our attention and effort, resulting in our withdrawing
ourselves from "the truths which we have heard."

How easy it is to become preoccupied with the concerns and the
interests of time - family and friends and job and recreation
- and soon lose our spiritual focus and begin to drift away
from Christ and our relationship with Him!

In His parable of the Four Soils, Jesus described each soil.
"The thorny ground represents the hearts of people who listen
to the Good News and receive it, but all too gquickly the
attractions of this world and the delights of wealth, and the
search for success and lure of nice things come in and crowd
out God's message from their hearts, so that no crop lis
produced.” (Mark 4:18-19; Living Bible)

How easy it is, even for Christian workers, to allow the good
things of life to crowd out the best things of life. Like
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Martha, we can be so concerned to do a good job of serving
others, that we don't take enough time to sit at the feet of
Jesus to meditate and to review and to deepen our communion
with our Lord. On one occasion, Jesus said to His busy and
over-worked disciples, "Come ye yourselves apart into a desert
place and rest awhile." Even active church members who are
rightly committed to being busy for their Lord in Christian
service, must take time for regular contemplation and solitude
and prayer and personal spiritual revival. Someone said, "If
your outgo exceeds your intake, then your downfall will be

your upkeep."

Being too busy in one's daily life or even in one's Christian
service, will cause one to drift away from the heart of God!

B. Ignoring Message Because of Disobedience

Whenever a believer fails to obey a command of God, his
conscience becomes less sensitive and his spiritual ears less
attuned to hear the voice of God. Such disobedience leads to
an attitude of indifference to the Christian message. It is
no wonder that disobedience, which is not openly confessed to
God, leads to drifting away from God and His wonderful
salvation. Wrote Paul to Timothy, "Cling tightly to your
faith in Christ and always keep your conscience clear, doing
what you know is right. For some people have disobeyed their
conscience and have deliberately done what they knew was
wrong. It isn't surprising that soon they lost their faith in
Christ after defying God like that."” (I Timothy 1:19; Living
Bible)

The author of Hebrews later warns believers against the danger
of disobedience. "Although God's promise still stands - his
promise that all may enter his place of rest - we ought to
tremble with fear because some of you may be on the verge of
failing to get there after all. For this wonderful news - the
message that God wants to save us — has been given to us just
as it was to those who lived in the time of Moses. But it
didn't do them any good because they didn't believe it. They
didn't mix it with faith..... let us do our best to go into
that place of rest, too, being careful not to disobey God as
the children of Israel did, thus failing to get in." (Hebrews
4:1,2,11)

"Ye call me Master and obey Me not,
Ye call Me Light and see Me not,
Ye call Me Way and walk not,

Ye call Me Life and desire Me not,
Ye call Me wise and follow Me not,
Ye call Me fair and love Me not,

Ye call Me rich and ask Me not,

Ye call Me eternal and seek Me not,
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Ye call Me gracious and trust Me not,

Ye call Me noble and serve Me not,

Ye call Me Might and honor Me not,

If I condemn you, blame Me not."
-Anonymous-

C. Spiritual Drowsiness Because of A Lack of Alertness and

Zeal
We have all heard the common declaration: "Vigilance is the
price of freedom!" Staying alert and active and zealous is

the price of spiritual vitality! How easy it is to be lulled
asleep by the routine activities of life, and find that we no
longer have the mental alertness and the spiritual zeal that
we one time experienced. We take "for granted" the old-
fashioned truths that are so familiar to us, and we no longer
give heed to the warnings, and no longer give counsel to the
exhortations, and no longer take daily delight in the promises
of that ancient and one-time cherished message which we have
long known! We are no longer alert to God's will and zealous
for His ways! We have allowed ourselves to drift! "It is a
sad illustration of the weakness of human nature that we all
tend to think that the familiar is commonplace, and that it is
almost impossible for wus, without a very specific and
continuous effort, to keep up as fresh and deep an interest in
a truth that we have believed all our days as in one that
comes to us with the attraction of novelty."” (Hebrews;
Maclaren; page 206)

Tragically, with the passing of vears, there is the fading of
zeal and enthusiasm and freshness in the lives of some
believers. Seeking to live on the "spiritual capital"” of the
past, there is seldom any new discoveries of truth and seldom

any new growth in the Christian life. Drifting can be so
gradual and so slow, but it can become so destructive in the
spiritual life. Like Peter, it is easy for us too to fall

asleep when we should be praying. Said Jesus, "Watch and pray
that ye enter not into temptation. The spirit (of man) indeed
is willing, but the flesh is weak."”

As believers, we must not allow ourselves to drift away from
the truth which we have received, because of what we consider
to be over-familiarity with the message over a long period of
time. We must not become lukewarm in our devotion to the
Lord. We dare not lose our "first love" for the Lord and for
the truth of His blessed Word. We must be "unflagging in

zeal", serving the Lord enthusiastically, keeping our
spiritual fervor, with a heart full of devotion for the
Kingdom business. We must "keep on fire" for Christ, never

allowing the flames of spiritual fervor to burn out!
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The author of Hebrews later wrote: "We are anxious that you
keep right on loving others as long as life lasts, so that you
-will get your full reward. Then, knowing what lies ahead for
you, you won't become bored with being a Christian, nor become
spiritually dull and indifferent, but you will be anxious to
follow the example of those who receive all that God has
promised them because of their strong faith and patience.”
(Hebrews 6:11-12: Living Bible)

D. Infatuation With Material Pursuits Because of A Lack of
Spiritual Perspective.

Why do some believers drift away from Christ and His wonderful
salvation? Because of their 1lust for material wealth and
"creature comforts." Paul warned against this trap! "For the
love of money is the first step toward all kinds of sin. Some
people have even turned away from God because of their love
for it, and as a result have pierced themselves with many
sorrows.” (I Timothy 6:10; Living Bible.)

One vyoung Christian, immediately following his dramatic
conversion, was "on fire" for God, attending church regularly
and witnessing boldly to his unsaved friends, and spending as
much as 2 or 3 hours daily in prayer and meditation and Bible
Study. Then a financial crises hit him. Not knowing how he
could possibly fulfill his pressing financial obligation, he
accepted a 2nd job. This job involved him in driving a
tourist van as many as a thousand miles each weekend. Of
course, this second job, involving long hours of driving, not
only wore him out physically, but it kept him away from his
wife and absent from Sunday morning and evening worship

services. At his own admission, he drifted away from his
original life of spiritual zeal and active involvement in
church and private devotions. Only after a dangerous vo:o.

away from the Christian fellowship, did he finally "wake up"
and repent and restore himself to a close relationship with
Christ. Obviously he dropped the second job and he now has
the "fire of holy enthusiasm" once again burning upon the
"altar of his heart." He is regularly attending church
services.

Preoccupation with meeting a legitimate financial obligation
caused this young Christian gradually but dangerously, to
drift away from God and the church and daily devotions.

E. Neglect of "Means of Grace" Because of A Lack of
Discipline

"It is so easy - and much more pleasant, to drift. Just to
lie back, and renounce effort, and let yourself go whither the
waters will, as they break musically on the sides of the
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rocking boat. But, ah, how ineffable the remorse, how
disastrous the result!" (The Way Into The Holiest; F. B.
Meyers; page 25)

Someone half jokingly said, "I am as lazy as I dare to bel!"”
A lack of discipline, taking the "path of least resistance,"
giving counsel to one's fears and giving in to one's flesh -
these are the ways that many drift perilously to their
destruction in the spiritual life!

Using analogies from the life of the athlete, Paul teaches the
importance of rugged personal discipline and self-control. "I
run straight to the goal with purpose in every step. I fight
to win. I'm not just shadow boxing or playing around. Like
an athlete I punish my body, treating it roughly, training it
to do what it should, not what it wants to. Otherwise I fear
that after enlisting others for the race, I myself might be
declared unfit and ordered to stand aside.” (I Corinthians
9:26-27; Living Bible)

It is not easy to discipline ourselves to wait upon God and to
submit our own wills to the will of God. It is much easier to
be self-indulgent rather than self-disciplined. "To win the
contest you must deny yourselves many things that would keep
you from doing your best.” (I Corinthians 9:25; Living Bible)

II. The Consequences of Spiritual Drifting

It was serious enough and the conseguences were great enough
when one neglected to obey God's revelation, as expressed in
the Ten Commandments in the 0ld Testament, but how much more
severe will be the judgment for the one who neglects to obey
the New Testament message of grace which finds its origin in
the very Son of God!

The salvation through Christ is much greater than the
salvation which was granted to the Jews of the 0ld Testament.
The Mosaic Law was given to the Jews only; the message of
grace and forgiveness was given by Christ to all mankind.

Severe punishment awaits the person who refuses to listen to
the message of Christ - the message of salvation through
grace. "For since the messages from angels have always proved
true and people have always been punished for disobeying thenm,
what makes us think that we can escape if we are indifferent
to this great salvation announced by the Lord Jesus himself,
and passed on to us by those who heard him speak?” (Hebrews
2:2-3; Living Bible)

"It will be great in its penalties. The tendency of our age
is to minimize God's righteous judgment on sin. It seems to
be prevalently thought that, because our dispensation is one
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of love and mercy, therefore there is the less need to dread
the results of sin. But the inspired writer here argues in a
precisely contrary sense. Just because this age is one of
such tender mercy, therefore sins against its King are more
deadly, and the penalties heavier. In the o0ld days no
transgression, positive, and no disobedience, negative,
escaped its just recompense of reward; and in these days there
is even less likelihood of their doing so. The word spoken by
the Son is even more steadfast (i.e., effective to secure the
infliction of the punishment it announces) than the word of
angels. My readers, beware! "He that despised Moses' law
died without mercy under two or three witnesses; of how much
sorer punishment shall he be thought worthy who hath trodden
under foot the Son of God!' (10:28,29)." {The Way Into The
Holiest; By F.B. Mevyer; page 24)

III. The Cure For Spiritual Drifting

A. Pay Attention To The Possibility of Drifting

If spiritual drifting is a real possibility, and if the
consequences of spiritual drifting are so serious, then what
precautions can a serious-minded believer take against such
drifting?

The most obvious and basic step that one can take to guard
himself against such dreadful drifting, is to honestly
recognize that such a possibility exists and to face the fact
that the consequences of such drifting can be most terrible.
As someone concisely and wisely said: "If we know the danger
we have gone a long way to escape it." (Hebrews; Alexander
Maclaren; page 209)

If a believer thinks that he is unconditionally secure in
Christ, i.e., if he believes that he could never drift away
from Christ and ultimately be lost eternally, then he will not
have the kind of wholesome fear that is necessary as a wise
deterrent against backsliding and spiritual apostacy. In
response to those who believe that it is impossible for true
believers to apostacize and to eventually be eternally lost,
Robert sShank makes the following observations: "Completely
absurd is the assumption that men are to be sincerely
persuaded that apostasy is impossible and, at the same time,

sincerely alarmed by the warnings..... The warnings were
given..... because of the existence of a real and deadly peril
with which we must reckon." (Life in The Son; page 172,173)

The Bible says that the "fear of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom, " It is a wise thing to reverence the Lord, to
recognize the weakness of one's flesh, to be aware of the
subtle tactics of Satan, and to understand the need for
constant spiritual vigilance. Peter learned the hard way that
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it is foolish to be over-confident in the spiritual realm. He
fell far, but he wept bitterly, and he repented deeply, and he
was restored wonderfully. Much later in life he wrote, "Be
careful - watch out for attacks from Satan, your great enemy.
He prowls around like a hungry, roaring lion, looking for some
victim to tear apart."” (I Peter 5:8; Living Bible)

How can a believer guard himself against the ever-present
possibility of spiritual drifting? The author of Hebrews

writes: "We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to
what we have heard, so that we do not drift away." (Hebrews
2:1, NIV)

B. Pay Attention To The True Message Of Christ

Pay attention to Christ and His Word, not to the false claims
of cultism, or to the rigid claims of legalism, or to the

self-indulgent claims of antinomianism. "What gets vyour
attention, will get vyoul!" So, let Christ have vyour full
attention. "Turn your eyes upon Jesus, and look full into his

wonderful face. And the things of earth will grow strangely
dim, in the light of his glory and grace."

‘The great danger, against which the author is warning the
Jewish Christians, 1is the danger of drifting back to the
religious system of Judaism, from which they had been
delivered. 1In his letter to the Galatians, Paul is warning
believers against the same possibility. Note the great
warning in Paul's voice, as he writes to believers who are in
serious danger of drifting away from the basic truth of

Christianity - the truth that there is salvation in Christ
alone, not in the legalistic observance of 01d Testament laws.
Writes Paul, "I am amazed that you are turning away so soon

from God who, in his love and mercy, invited you to share the
eternal 1ife he gives through Christ; you are already
following a different “way to heaven', which really doesn't go
to heaven at all. For there is no other way than the one we
showed you; you are being fooled by those who twist and change
the truth concerning Christ. Let God's curses fall on anyone,
including myself, who preaches any other way to be saved than
the one we told you about.” (Galatians 1:6-7; Living Bible)
To avoid drifting, we are to give very earnest attention to
the message which we have heard. What is that message? That
we are saved from our sins by placing our faith alone in Jesus

Christ, whose shed blood alone can atone for our sins. "We
are saved by grace, through faith, for good works". (Ephesians
2:8-10) As in the case of the Hebrew believers, we are to
guard against drifting into some false religion or into some
erroneous philosophy. "There is a way that seems right unto
men, but the end thereof is the way of death.” (Proverbs

14:12) Wrote Paul to the Colossian believers, "Let your roots
grow down into him and draw up nourishment from him. See that
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you go on growing in the Lord, and become strong and vigorous
in the truth you were taught. Let your lives overflow with
Jjoy and thanksgiving for all he has done. Don't let others
spoil your faith and joy with their philosophies, their wrong
and shallow answers built on men's thoughts and ideas, instead
of on what Christ has said.” (Colossians 2:7-8; Living Bible)

C. Pay Attention To The Spiritual "Means of Grace"

To what "message"” should we give the most earnest heed
(Hebrews 2:1)? First, to the declaration of warnings in God's
word, for to be forewarned is to be forearmed, and to know of
the reality of the danger and the real possibility of
drifting, is to go a long way to escape that possibility.
Second, we are to give the most earnest heed to the message
regarding the uniqueness of Jesus' person and work and death
and resurrection, and cling to the old rugged cross as God's
sole method to bring salvation to lost mankind. One of the
chief themes of the book of Hebrews is the theme of atonement.
The message which this book teaches is the very message that
we are to give most earnest attention to - namely, the message
that declares "Without the shedding of Jesus' blood, there is
no remission for sins."

The third thing to which we ought to give the most earnest
heed is this: Let us not neglect the spiritual "means of
grace" which God uses to impart renewed life to the souls of
believers.

Because Christ is the way by which we initially receive God's
wonderful salvation, we are urged to grow in grace and in the
knowledge of God. We are to focus on spiritual growth, *to
concentrate on what it means to become mature believers. The
author of this book later gives this strong exhortation: "Let
us stop going over the same old ground again and again, always
teaching those first lessons about Christ. Let us go on
instead to other things and become mature in our
understanding, as strong Christians ought to be.” (Hebrews
6:1; Living Bible) Growing Christians focus on deeper truths
in Bible Study. To guard against drifting, give time to
serious study of God's Word. The Psalmist said, "Thy word
have I hid in my heart, that I might not sin against thee."
He who meditates on God's Word, day and night, will surely
guard himself against the peril of spiritual drifting. Notes
Alexander Maclaren, "The great thing wanted in our present
average Christian character....is the honest occupation of
mind and heart with the truths of the gospel. We read
newspapers, books and magazines of all sorts, and we do not
read our Bibles..... There are many professing Christian people
who do not make the Word of God familiar by daily and
prayerful perusal; and there are many who do not understand
much more about the whole majestic orb of divine truth than
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the one bit of it that they beheld at first, when they turned
from darkness to light." (Hebrews; Maclaren; page 209-210)

Admittedly, "the Bible isn't all easy to understand. Picking
bits at random can be dangerous. Only serious, reverent and
prayerful study secures its treasures. This takes time - and
we have crowded our lives with other things. So let us
resolve to know this book better, to learn to live in it, to
give time to it daily, to wait on the Holy Spirit before we
turn a page, to let God apply it to our soul."” (Daily
Readings, Sangster; page 52)

THE 23rd CHANNEL

The T.V. set is my shepherd. My spiritual
growth shall want.

It maketh me to sit down and do nothing
for His Name's sake, because it requireth
all my spare time. It keepeth me from
doing my duty as a Christian, because it
presenteth so many good shows that I must
see.

It restoreth my knowledge of the things
of the world, and keepeth me from the
study of God's Word. It leadeth me in
the paths of failing to attend the
evening worship services, and doing
nothing in the Kingdom of God.

Yea, though I live to be a hundred, I
shall keep on viewing my T.V. as long as
it will work, for it 1is my closest
companion. Its sounds and its picture,
they comfort me. '

It presenteth entertainment before ne,
and keepeth me from doing important
things with my family. It fills my head
with ideas which differ from those set
forth in the Word of God.

Surely, no good things will come of my
life, because my T.V. offereth me no
good time to do the will of God; thus I
will dwell in spiritual poverty all the
days of my life.

Not only is the Bible one of the "means of grace" by which
serious Christians grow in their relationship with God and
avoid spiritual drifting, but regular communion with God in
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Prayer is another "means of grace." Exhorts the author of
Hebrews; "Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full
assurance of faith." (Hebrews 10:22; NIV) "Let us come
boldly to the very throne of God and stay there to receive his
mercy and to find grace to help us in our times of need.”
(Hebrews 4:16; Living Bible) He who regularly draws near to
God in daily prayer, cannot at the same time be spiritually
drifting away. However, just as Bible study is a discipline
which is not always easy to begin or to maintain in one's
Christian life, so maintaining regular periods of prayer is
not always easy. Notes William Sangster, "When we pray not
feeling like it, we bring God not only the content of our
prayer, but a disciplined spirit. We have kept our
appointment with Him against inclination. We have displeased
ourselves in order to please Him, and His pleasure is real
indeed....Feelings are too unsubstantial and too variable to
be the guide to our praying. Feeling fluctuates with our
health, our temperaments, the weather, the news; it fluctuates
also with what we eat and whom we met last! Our commerce with
Heaven cannot depend upon things so fortuitous as that."
(Daily Readings; Sangster; page 33)

Regular Bible study and a disciplined prayer life will surely
keep the soul safe and secure, and will guard the soul against
the all~-to-easy tendency to drift away from God.

A third means of grace is Christian fellowship. Exhorts the
author of Hebrews; "Let us not neglect our church meetings, as
some people do, but encourage and warn each other, especially
now that the day of his coming back again is drawing near."
(Hebrews 10:25; Living Bible) He who neglects Church
Services, is he who will surely begin to drift away from God.
It is difficult, if not impossible,to stay close to God and at
the same time be apart for long periods of time from God's
people. One good way to help guard yourself against the peril
of the drifting life, is to remain in warm fellowship with
God's people - on Sunday Morning and Sunday Evening and during
the week in a small prayer group.

There are other "Means of Grace" - such as witnessing, and
tithing, and participation in the Lord's Supper, all of which
will help the trusting soul to guard against the peril of the
drifting life.

One last thing needs to be said. The greatest safeguard
against spiritual drifting is the surrendered heart which is
open constantly to the cleansing blood of Jesus. The writer
to the Hebrews talks about the cleansing blood of Jesus:
"Since we have a great High Priest set over the household of
God, let us draw near with true hearts and fullest confidence,
knowing that our inmost souls have been purified by the
sprinkling of his blood....In this confidence let us hold on
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to the hope that we profess without the slightest hesitation.”
(Hebrews 10:21,22,23; Phillips)

There are far +too many Christians who find themselves
struggling in the cellar of their 1lives with a deep and
terrible "something" - described differently by different
people, but all referring to the same essential problem - a
divided heart, a double-mindedness, a worldly affection.
Wesley talked about the proneness to wander, the tendency to
leave the "God I Love," the need for the heart to be "sealed."
Can you say: "Here's my heart, O God, take and seal it with
the powerful blood of Jesus which alone can keep me from
wandering away from youl!"”

CONCLUSION: "Are you drifting? You can easily tell. Are you
conscious of effort, of daily, hourly resistance to the stream
around you, and within? Do the things of God and heaven loom
more clearly on your vision? Do the waters foam angrily at
your prow as you force your way through them? If so, rejoice!
but remember that only Divine strength can suffice to maintain
the conflict, and keep the boat's head against the stream. If
not, you are drifting. Hail the strong Son of God! Ask Him
to come on board, and stay you, and bring you into port."
(The Way Into The Holiest; By F. B. Meyer; page 25)
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HEBREWS

THE PERIL OF THE DRIFTING LIFE (Hebrews 2:1-4)

QUESTIONS

1.

Give your personal reaction or response to the following
guotation: "For every one that definitely turns his back
on Christ, there are hundreds who drift from Him. Life's
ocean is full of currents, anyone of which will sweep us
past the harbor-mouth even when we seem nearest to it,
and carry us far out to sea."

Tell why vyou agree or disagree with the following
statement: "The most dangerous day in a man's life is
when he learns that there is such a word as ~tomorrow'.
(Note Hebrews 2:3, Luke 14:18, Acts 24:25, Hebrews 12:25
and Hebrews 3:8)

From vyour own personal experience or from vyour
observation of others, share an example that documents
the truth of the following statement: "How easy it is to
become preoccupied with the concerns and the interests of
time —- family and friends and job and recreation - - and
soon lose our spiritual focus and begin to drift away
from Christ and our relationship with Him!" (Note Mark
4:18-19)

Give a concrete example that illustrates the truth of the
following statement, especially as it relates to the life
of a "Christian Worker": "If your outgo exceeds your
intake, then your downfall will be your upkeep."

Tell with what degree of conviction yvou agree with the
following statement: "Whenever a believer fails to obey
a command of God, his conscience becomes less sensitive
and his spiritual ears le=s attuned to hear the voice of
God." (Read I Timothy 1:19 and Hebrews 4:1,2,11)

Tell why you agree or disagree with the follewing
statement: "It is almost impossible for us, without a
very specific and continuous effort, to keep up as fresh
and deep an interest in a truth that we have believed all
our days, as in one that comes to us with the attraction
of novelty."

Tell personally how you have managed to keep a fresh and
renewed interest in the old-fashioned and familiar truths
of God's Word. (Read Ephesians 4:14-16 and Hebrews 6:11-
12 in the Living Bible)
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10.

11.

12.

What, according to I Timothy 6:10. causes some people to
turn away from God?

From your own personal experience, tell to what extent
you have found that the following statement realistically
describes the "peril of drifting": "It is so easy -- and
so much more pleasant, to drift. Just to lie back, and
renounce effort, and let yourself go whither the waters
will, as they break musically on the sides of the rocking
boat."

In maintaining the Christian 1ife, how important is
"human effort"? (Note I Corinthians 9:26-27)

After considering the following list, with which one of
the stated reasons for drifting do you believe most
Christians have most challenges?

a. Procrastination because of busyness.

b. Ignoring message because of disobedience.

c Spiritual drowsiness because of a lack of
alertness and zeal.

d. Infatuation with material possessions. because
of a lack of Spiritual perspective.
e, Neglect of "means of Grace" because of a lack

of discipline.

From vyour personal contacts and conversations with
unbelievers, why do you think that people believe they
can escape God's judgment, if they are indifferent to the
salvation which Christ alone can provide through the
costly shedding of His own blood? (Note Hebrews 2:3)

If, as many Christian leaders teach, it is impossible for
a believer ever to apostatize and finally to be lost
eternally, then why are there so many warnings addressed
to Christians within the Holy Scriptures? Tell why vyou
agree or disagree with the following statement: "The
warnings were given because of the existence of a real
and deadly peril with which we must reckon." According
to Ezekiel 3:17-21, is it possible for a one-time
righteous man to backslide from God and, because he
refuses to repent of his sins, to die in his sins and to
eternally lost?

Why 1is spiritual vigilance and prayerfulness so very

important? (Read Matthew 26:41, 69-75, I Peter 5:8 and
I Corinthians 10:6-12)
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13.

14,

15.

What are some of the subtle false teachings, or false
philosophies, or false religions that modern-day
believers tend to drift into? (Read Galatians 1:6-7 and
Colossians 2:7-8)

Why is it important for a person, not only to be "saved"
by grace initially, but to daily grow in knowledge and
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ? (Hebrews 6:1, I
Corinthians 3:1-3 and II Peter 1:3-10)

Is it possible to become strong and mature Christians
without serious study of the Bible? Why or why not? To
what extent do you agree with the following gquotation? —--
"There are many professing christian people who do not
make the Word of God familiar by daily and prayerful
perusal; and there are many who do not understand much
more about the whole majestic orb of divine truth than
the one bit of it that they beheld at first when they
turned from darkness to light."

The T.V. set 1is my shepherd. My spiritual
growth shall want. It maketh me to sit down
and do nothing for His Name's sake, because it
requireth all my spare time. It keepeth me
from doing my duty as a Christian, because it
presenteth so many good shows that I must see.

It restoreth my knowledge of the things of the
world, and keepeth me from the study of God's
Word. It leadeth me in the paths of failing
to attend the evening worship services, and
doing nothing in the Kingdom of God.

Yea, though I live to be a hundred, I shall
keep on viewing my T.V. as long as it will
work, for it is my closest companion. Its
sounds and its picture, they comfort me.

It presenteth entertainment before me, and
keepeth me from doing important things with my
family. It fills my head with ideas which
differ from those set forth in the Word of
God.

Surely, no good things will come of my life,
because my T.V. offereth me no good time to
do the will of God; thus I will dwell in
spiritual poverty all the days of my life.
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16.

117.

18.

Should we pray only when we "feel"” like it, or should we
pray regularly, regardless if we "feel" like it or not?
Why is the regular practice of prayer so difficult for
most Christians to maintain? Tell why you agree with the
following statement: "When it is hardest to pray, pray
hardest. When we pray not feeling like it, we bring God
not only the content of our prayer, but a disciplined
spirit. We have kept our appointment with Him against
inclinations."

Do vyou believe the following statement reflects a
"legalistic" attitude, or do you believe it reflects
"practical realism"? "He who neglects Church Services,
is he who will surely begin to drift away from God." Is
failure regularly to attend Church Services a direct
disobedience of God's command to believers? (Read
Hebrews 10:25)

Because it is true that a believer is more vulnerable to
the "peril of drifting" when he has a "divided heart" and
a "double-mindedness" and a "worldly affection”, is there
any "cure" for such a "low" spiritual condition? (Note
Hebrews 10:21-23) Is there as much a tendency for a
believer to drift away from God and His salvation, if
that believer has experienced "Entire Sanctification"?
(Read I Thessalonians 5:22-24)
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CHAPTER 3

REGAINING MAN'S LOST GLORY

HEBREWS 2:5-11



HEBREWS

REGAINING MAN'S LOST GLORY

OUTLINE

SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 2:5-11

INTRODUCTION: What is Man? There are two extremes, both of

which are unbiblical and untrue to reality. One extreme is
expressed by the statement "Man is a worm,"” and the other
extreme is expressed by the statement "Man is a god." The

Bible declares that man is neither the object of scorn nor the
object of worhsip.

PROPOSITION: What is Man? Man is a unigue creature, created
in God's own image, and created for greatness and nobility.
Man is a fallen creature, whose brokeness because of sin, has
resulted in Man's failuare to realize the purpose for which he
was created. The glory of man's restored greatness will
someday be complete because of man's eventual reunion with
Christ in heaven.

I. Man In His Created Greatness

II. Man In His Fallen Brokeness

ITI. Man In His Restored Glory

CONCLUSION: Man, created for glory, now often wallows in sin
and shame. But, man can reqgain his greatness through Christ,
and, because of his reunion with Christ by faith, he can share
the very glory of Christ eternally!
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HEBREWS
REGAINING MAN'S LOST GLORY
SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 2:5-11
INTRODUCTION: What is Man? This is a guestion, the answer to

which reveals one's basic philosophy of life. Many are the
secular answers to this vital question!

Some say man is a mere animal, the highest creature on the
evolutionary scale, the product of chance.

Some believe that man is merely a machine, "programmed to make
automatic responses to external stimuli.” (The Cross of
Christ; Stott; page 274)

One of the leading psychologists of the 20th century, B. F.
Skinner, who died as an old man on August 19, 1990, believed
that human behavior is predictable, just like a chemical
reaction. He believed that man was not a free moral agent
with free will, but that man's behavior was simply the product
of external influences. People are simply run through their
paces by their environment; a better world would be realized
as human behavior was "engineered", i.e., controlled by the
uses of positive and negative reinforcement.

There are many cynical philosophers whose horrible devaluation
of mankind is most tragic. Said one such philosopher: Man is
"a boisterous bit of organic scum on one small planet.”" (The
Word of The Lord Came Unto Me Also; page 128)

In contrast to pessimistic views of man, there are views of
man which declare man as intrinsically good, the result of
which is self-deification. There are two extremes, both of

which are unbibical and untrue to reality. One extreme is
expressed by the statement "Man is a Worm", and the other
extreme is expressed by the statement "Man is a god." The

Bible declares that man is neither the object of scorn nor the
object of worship.

PROPOSITION: What is Man? Man is a unique creature, created
in God's own image, and created for greatness and nobility.
Man is a fallen creature, whose brokenness because of sin, has
resulted in Man's failure to realize the purpose for which he
was created. The glory of man's restored greatness will
someday be complete because of man's eventual reunion with
Christ in heaven.
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I. Man In His Created Greatness

Quoting Psalms 8, the author of Hebrews declares the greatness
and the glory of man's unique place in God's original
creation. "What is man that you are mindful of him, the son
of man that you care for him? You made him a little lower
than the angels; you crowned him with glory and honor and put
everything under his feet." (Hebrews 2:6-8)

The greatest creation of the personal God is the creation of
Man. Man is not the strongest being nor the fastest creature
nor the largest creature, but Man is the only creature who
asks ultimate questions and who seeks ultimate meaning in
life. He is a self-conscious, self-determinative creature,
one who is made only a little lower than the angels. Man is
the object of God's special love and attention, the creature
to whom God gave total authority over all of creation.

Man is different from all other creatures because he is made

in God's own image. "And the Lord God formed man of the dust
of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of
life; and man became a living soul.” (Genesis 2:7) God is
a Tri-Une Being; and Man is also a Tri-Une being as well. God
is a Being of intelligence (Omniscience), and so man is
created a rational being. God is a Being of temperament
(love), and so man is created an emotional being. God is a
Being of action (Omnipotence), and so man is created a
volitional being with the capacity to act. God, whose

dominance is supreme, has shared that dominance with mankind.

Notes F.B. Mever, "And God said, Have dominion. (Genesis 1:28)

- There you have royal supremacy. Man was intended to be
God's vice-regent and representative. King in a palace stored
with all to please him: monarch and sovereign of all the

lower orders of creation. The sun to labor for him as a very
Hercules; the moon to light his nights, or lead the waters
round the earth in tides, cleansing his coast; elements of
nature to be his slaves and messengers; flowers to scent his
path; fruits to please his taste; birds to sing for him; fish
to feed him; beasts to toil for him and carry him. Not a
cringing slave, but a king crowned with the glory of rule, and
with the honor of universal supremacy. Only a little lower
than angels; because they are not, like them, encumbered with
flesh and blood. This is man as God made him to be." (The
Way Into The Holiest; page 29)

II. Man In His Fallen Brokenness

God created man for greatness, and God intended for all men to

exercise total authority over all creation. The author of
Hebrews declares, "In putting everything under him (mankind),
God left nothing that is not subject to him." (Hebrews 2:8)
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The author of Hebrews is a realist. He positively declares
God's original intention in creating Man, namely, to have
dominion over all of creation. But he also realistically
acknowledges Man's present fallen condition and the results of
that fall. He writes, "Yet, at present we do not see
everything subject to him." (Hebrews 2:8)

Whatever else can be said about man, we can say this: "Man is
not presently what God intended man to be.”

God made Man to reign, but sin caused Man to be subservient.
Man was made to rule God's creation like a king rules a
kingdom, but sin caused Man to wallow in shame like a slave
that is belittled and intimidated. "Man's crown is rolled in
the dust, his honor tarnished and stained, His sovereignty is
strongly disputed by the lower orders of creation. If trees
nourish him, it is after strenuous care, and they often

disappoint. -  If the earth supplies him with food, it is in
tardy response to exhausting toil. If the beast serve him, it
is because they have been laboriously tamed and trained.....If
he catches the fish of the sea, or the bird of the air, he
must wait long in cunning concealment.” (The Way Into The

Holiest; F.B. Meyer; page 29)

Far from being inherently righteous, the Bible declares that
the heart of man is "desperately wicked" (Jeremiah 17:9).
Far from everything being subject to man, man is too often a
slave to many things. Man was created to "hold his head high"
with dignity, but instead, man hangs his head low with shanme!
Far from feeling in control of his environment, man feels that
his environment is ruling him, that he is a slave to
"omnipotent matter as it rolls along on its relentless way."

Man was created for glory, but he most often feels shame. Man
experiences terrible brokenness because of the fall in the
Garden of Eden. Man fell from the height of splendor to the
depth of despair, from the beauty of perfection to the
vileness of distortion, from the joy of fellowship to the
anguish of separation, from the freedom of innocency to the
bondage of guilty, from the strength of health to the weakness
of disease, from the glory of life to the corruption of death,
from the richness of an heir to the poorness of an outcast,
from the fullness of knowledge to the shamefulness of
ignorance.

III. Man In His Restored Glory

What man lost in the fall, namely, the glory of intimate
fellowship with the Father, man can regain through the atoning
death and glorious resurrection of Jesus.
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What is the means by which fallen man can be restored to true
greatness? If Jesus had not become a human (verse 9), if he
had not suffered a substitutionary death on a cross (verse 9),
if he had not offered reconciliation for alienated man (verse
10), if He had not transformed man's nature from one of
sinfulness to one of moral purity (verse 11) - if Jesus had
not done these things, then Man would be helplessly lost in
sin!

Man was created for greatness. Man lost his greatness because
of sin. Man can regain his greatness because of Christ.

Yes, it is true that we see Man in all of his lostness - his
moral impotence and his spiritual slavery - but, far more
importantly, "We see Jesus"” who is "now crowned with glory”
who wishes to bring "many sons to glory." (Verses 9 -10)

Why is it important to gaze at Jesus Christ? The glory of
Jesus, as it was demonstrated during his earthly ministry, is
the glory of human dignity amidst a cruel environment. Jesus'
noble 1life, 1lived in the midst of multiple indignities,
demonstrates to us contemporary men that we too can "hold our
heads high" with a dignity that is noble without that dignity
becoming a pride that is repulsive. Jesus, as He lived His
life on earth, becomes the example for converted men to
follow. Jesus, with the glory that He experiences presently
with the Father, in His exalted place beside the Father's
throne, is the measure of the glory which all true believers
will someday experience! "We look forward, and we see men
sharing in Christ's glory, and gathered together round His
throne. Christ is the measure of man's capacities. He is the
true pattern of human nature. Christ is the prophecy and
pledge of man's dominion." (Maclaren's Hebrews; page 224)

Converted souls on earth have a small foretaste of the glory
which they shall fully experience in heaven!

Man - created in greatness; man - fallen in shame; man -
restored to glory! This is the story of man!

Man was born for greatness! Man has lost his greatness, but
he can never forget the destiny for which he was created! The
God-shaped image upon man may be distorted, but it can never
be totally destroyed! Man can never really forget that he was

made for godlikeness! A caged eagle wishes to be freed to
soar in the heights. Man is made for the spiritual heights
and will never be satisfied to remain in the cage of his sins.

It is possible to attain everything that life can physically
offer, and yvet to be deeply dissatisfied and disillusioned.
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"The gquest for spiritual renewal and personal fulfillment is
rooted in the depths of human nature, and the motivation to be
what a man ought to be spiritually springs from interior
depths. Man feels unhappy when he looks at his soul, dwarfed
by a secular spirit and blighted by sin. He feels restless in
his estrangement from God. He then reaches toward God. ~Thou
hast made us for thyself and our heart is restless until it
reposes in thee,'" (Personal Renewal Through Christian
Conversion; Mavis; page 12)

Fallen humanity is capable of experiencing God's love in a way
that not even the unfallen angels can experience God's love.
The race of beings which have fallen to the lowest depths are
capable of experiencing God's love at the highest heights!
God redeemed the Terrible - the Fall - into the Tremendous -
experience of Calvary love! What was for humans the greatest
tragedy - the Fall into sin - has become for the Divine the
occasion for the greatest revelation - Redeeming Love!

He - Jesus - who suffered most intensely, now experiences the
glory and honor of the Father most intensely. If a repentant
sinner clings to the cross of Christ and is willing to
identify with Christ's suffering, then the day will come when
that humble person will be ushered into the very presence of
Christ in heaven! The Bible tells us that "it has not even
entered into the heart of man what God has prepared for those
who love him." Such a person shall be clothed with the glory
of the Father and shall bask eternally in the love of God.

What is the essence of glory for which the children of God
long and wait? Notes C.S. Lewis, "Glory means good report
with God, acceptance by God, response, acknowledgement, and
welcome into the heart of things. The door on which we have
been knocking all our lives will open at last....at present we
are on the outside of the world, the wrong side of the door.
We discern the freshness and purity of morning, but they do
not make us fresh and pure. We cannot mingle with the
splendors we see...Someday, God willing we shall get
in....Nature is mortal; we shall outlive her. When all the
suns and nebulae have passed away, each one of you will still
be alive....We are summoned to pass in through nature, beyond
her, into that splendor which she fitfully reflects. And in
there, in beyond nature, we shall eat of the tree of life."
(The Living Testament; page 360-361)

CONCLUSION: Man, created for glory, now often wallows in sin
and shame. But, man can regain his greatness through Christ,
and, because of his reunion with Christ by faith, he can share
the very glory of Christ eternally!

"In the end that face which is the delight or the terror of
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the universe must be turned upon each of us either with one
expression or with the other, either conferring glory
inexpressible or inflicting shame that can never be cured or
disguised...It is written that we shall “stand before' Him,
shall appear, shall be inspected. The promise of glory is the
promise, almost incredible and only possible by the work of
Christ, that some of us, that any of us who really chooses,
shall actually survive that examination, shall find approval,
shall please God. To please God...to be a real ingredient in
the divine happiness....to be loved by God, not merely pitied,
but delighted in as an artist delights in his work or a father
in a son - it seems impossible, a weight or burden of glory
which our thoughts can hardly sustain. But so it is." (The
Living Testament; Page 360)
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HEBREWS

REGAINING MAN'S LOST GLORY

QUESTIONS

1.

If man is neither an object of scorn (a worm), nor an
object of worship (a god), then, from a Biblical
viewpoint, what is Man? (Note Genesis 2:7; Hebrews 2:6-
8; Psalms 8)

Put a T for true and a F for false before each statement,
to indicate the truth or falsehood of each description of
Man.

1. The highest creature on the evolutionary
scale.

2. A complex machine which is programmed to make
automatic responses to external stimuli.

3. A boisterous bit of organic scum on one small
planet.

4. A creature whose intrinsic "goodness" makes
him one who is worthy of being worshipped.

5. A being with unlimited intellectual
capabilities, able to control his own destiny.

6. A fallen creature whose moral depravity is

total and complete, helplessly lost in sin,
and totally worthless to God.

7. A fallen creature who is corrupted by sin, but
one who retains, in his fallen state, the
image of God, and capable of moral restoration
and spiritual renewal.

8. A unique creature, created in God's own image,
with the authority to rule the world, subject
to no one except Almighty God.

9. A fallen creature, whose brokenness because of
sin, has resulted in failure to realize the
purpose for which he was created.

10. A creature whose greatness and glory is only a
little less than the greatness and the glory
of God's unfallen angels.

11. The only creature who asks ultimate guestions
and who seeks ultimate meaning in life.

12. A creature whose inherent goodness will be
manifested in ever increasing measures, as his
environment is improved, and as his education
is perfected.

13. A “god' whose authority over the earth is
supreme, and whose accountability is to no one
outside of his own human realn.
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14. A never-dying soul whose sin is great, and
whose eternal destiny is hell, unless he turns
to God in deep repentance, and surrenders to
Christ in deep faith.

15. The object of God's special love and
attention, the creature who, because of sin,
is totally unworthy, but the creature who,
because of Christ's death on the cross, is of
infinite value to God.

In what ways is Man, who is created in God's image, like
God? In terms of intellect, emotions, and will, how is
Man like God?

Because of the Fall of Mankind (Genesis 3), how has God's
original intention for Man (Genesis 1:28), been
frustrated? (Note Hebrews 2:8)

Do you believe the following statements reflect a
realistic evaluation of modern man? Tell why or why not?

1. Far from being inherently righteous, the
nature of man is desperately wicked.
(Jeremiah 17:9)

2. Far from everything being subject to Man
(Genesis 1:28), man is too often a slave to
many things.

3. Far from feeling in control of his

environment, Man feels that his environment is
ruling him, that he is a slave to "omnipotent
matter as it rolls along on its relentless
way."

What was it that Man lost, because of the terrible Fall
(Genesis 3), that he can regain because of what Christ
accomplished in His death and resurrection?

What, according to Hebrews 2:9-11, did Jesus do to make
possible the restoration of fallen mankind to a position
of glory?

Why is the focus of our "gaze" - either on "Man in his
sin" or on "Jesus in his glory" - the determination of
our evaluation of Mankind's potential? When "we see
Jesus" who is "now crowned with glory" (Hebrews 2:9),
what can we conclude about the potential destiny of Man
(Hebrews 2:10)?
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10.

Tell with what degree of conviction you agree with the
following statements: "Jesus, with the glory that
He presently experiences with the Father, in His exalted
place beside the Father's throne, is the measure of the
glory which all true believers will someday experience.
Christ is the measure of man's capacities.”

What is the "Essence" of glory for which the children of
God long and wait? Tell how the following guote from
C.S. Lewis helps answer this question: "Glory means good
report with God, acceptance by God, response,
acknowledgment, and welcome into the heart of things."”

Do you believe that the following guote from C.S. Lewis
accurately reflects the awesomeness of each person's
ultimate accountability, and the seriousness of each
person's ultimate eternal destiny?

"In the end that face which is the delight or the terror
of the universe must be turned upon each of us either
with one expression or with the other, either conferring
glory inexpressible or inflecting shame that can never be
cured or disguised."
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CHAPTER 4
- HOW MUCH DOES JESUS CARE?

HEBREWS 2:11-18



HEBREWS
HOW MUCH DOES JESUS CARE?

OUTLINE

SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 2:11-18

INTRODUCTION: Many are the voices of people who cry out,

"Does anyone understand, does anyone care?" "Does anyone care
for you in this world of lonely people?" Yes, there is one
who cares for you, more than you can imagine! His name is

Jesus! No one ever cared for you like Jesus!

Proposition: Jesus cared enough for all of us humans that (1)
He came to live with us (Hebrews 2:11-14a); (2) He came to
die for us (Hebrews 2:14b-17); (3) He came to win in us
(Hebrews 2:18).

I. He Came To Live With Us (Hebrews 2:11-14a)

II. He Came To Die For Us (2:14b-17)

III. He Came To Win In Us (2:18)

CONCLUSION: He will befriend you; He will forgive vyou; He
will strengthen you! How much does Jesus care? He cares a
lot for you!
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HEBREWS
HOW MUCH DOES JESUS CARE?
SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 2:11-18

INTRODUCTION: Many are the voices of people who cry out,
"Does anyone understand, does anyone care?" "Does anyone care
that I feel lonely in a big impersonal world?" "Does anyone
care that I am burdened down with life's responsibilities,
worry-worn and weary and discouraged?" "Does anyone care when
I falter and fail, in the face of life's seeming inequities
and mysteries and injustices?" "Does anyone care when ny
burdens press, and my cares distress, and the way grows weary
and long, when my path is dark with a nameless dread and
fear?" "Does anyone care when I've said “good-bye' to the
dearest on earth to me, when for my deep grief I find no
relief, though my tears flow all the night long?" (See the
Song, "Does Jesus Care?")

Have you ever felt like a small child who was lost at night in
a big forrest, wishing you could put your small hand in the
big hand of a loving guide who knew the way through the
haunting forrest?

Does anyone care for you, in this world of 1lonely people?
Yes, there is one who cares for you, more than vyou can
imagine! His name is Jesus! No one ever cared for you like
Jesus!

Proposition: Jesus cared enough for all of us humans that (1)
He came to live with us (Hebrews 2:11-14a); (2) He came to
die for us (Hebrews 2:14b-17); (3) He came to win in us
(Hebrews 2:18).

I. He Came To Live With Us (Hebrews 2:11-14a)

"Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy
are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them
brothers. He says, "I will declare your name to my brothers;
in the presence of the congregation I will sing vyour
praises.' And again, "I will put my trust in him.' And
again he says, ~"Here am I, and the children God has given
me.,' Since the children have flesh and blood,he too shared in
their humanity...."” (Hebrews 2:11:2:i:z"°

Jesus was fully Man! Paul wrote that Jesus "took upon Him the
form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of man."
(Philippians 2:7) The writer of the Hebrews vividly described
the fact of Jesus' humanity. "Forasmuch then as the children
are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself took part of
the same;...... For verily he took not on him the nature of
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angels; but he toock on him the seed of Abraham....that he
might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things
pertaining to God." (See Hebrews 2:14-18)

Notes J. B. Phillips, "Now once you honestly reach this
conclusion that Christ was God--God revealed as fully as is
possible, in a human being--you certainly don't know all the
answers, but you have a remarkable amount of light to live by.
For one thing, it revolutionizes vyour conception of the
character of God. You don't see him any longer as a remote
and terrifying being insulated from human life. You see him
as God who so loved Man that he became Man. It was not a put-
up job. He did it properly, without supernatural advantages,
and he lived and died in the sweat and pain of human life.
This is not one of those pagan legends about one of the gods
disguised as a human being: this is the real thing. And once
you see what God really was and did and suffered, you begin to
see what kind of a person he is, and you have a powerful clue
to his long and patient purpose." (Good News; J. B; Phillips;
page 72, 173)

The story is told of a naturalist who viewed a procession of
ants carrying pebbles to build an ant hill. To the
naturalist, the ants seemed to be moving to and fro in
confusion, with little organization. With keen interest the
observer watched and wished that he could communicate to the
ants a more organized method to carry their heavy pebbles.
Wishing that he could alleviate them of the confusion, the
naturalist suddenly realized that he could communicate to the
ants only if he himself would become an ant.

The naturalist who viewed the ants wished only to become an
ant in order to help them. Christ only became a man in order
to release man from his bondage of sin. But Christ "came to
his own home, and his own people received him not." (John
1:11)

The sorrows and sufferings of life are many and varied, but
Jesus' life shows us that God is involved in all of them.
Wrote Kagawa, the great Japanese missionary: "God dwells
among the lowest of men. He sits on the dust heap among the
prison convicts. He stands with the juvenile delinguents. He
is there with the beggars. He is among the sick. He stands
with the unemploved. Therefore let him who would meet God
visit the prison cell before going to the temple. Before he
goes to Church let him visit the hospital. Before he reads

his Bible let him help the beggar." There is never a sorrow
that He doth not share, nor a woe that He does not feel. He
was a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief. Picture

Jesus as He makes His way into the desert to contemplate,
following the beheading of His cousin John. Follow Him to the
graveside of His dear friend Lazarus, and listen to His deep
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moans and sobbing in the midst of Lazarus' broken-hearted
sisters, Mary and Martha. Go with Jesus to the Mount that
overlooks Jerusalem; and witness Jesus' tear-soaked cheeks as
he cries out, "0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the
brophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often
would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not.
Behold your house is left unto the desolate.” (Matthew
23:37,38)

"The poor mother of Nain, crying as if her heart would break
as she stumbled after the pathetic little procession going out
to bury her only son--Christ could not bear it! The leper,
the innocent, once gay young life struck down by that slow,
dreadful living death--Christ could not bear it. ~I will, be
thou clean.' The great mass of attractive, lovable men and
women caught in the toils of sins that spoilt their lives, and
temptations they could not break, and wild regrets that were
a misery--Christ could not bear it. And so He died to free
them. And so we can say today, in those most moving words of
our hymn, ~“Jesus, Thou art all compassion.'

“Jesus, Thou art all compassion,
Pure, unbounded love Thou art;
Visit us with Thy salvation,
Enter every trembling heart.'

But the greatest thing of all is this, that when you see this
compassionate Christ, you are seeing God." (The Gates of New
Life; Stewart; page 197)

II. He Came To Die For Us (Hebrews 2:14b-17)

"He too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might
destroy him who holds the power of death - that is, the devil
- and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by
their fear of death. For surely it is not angels he helps,
but Abraham's descendants. For this reason he had to be made
like his brothers in every way, in order that he might become
a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and
that he might make atonement for the sins of the people.
Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to
help those who are being tempted." (Hebrews 2:14b-17)

The Scriptures often speak of the suffering and sacrifice of
the Savior. "For it became Him (Jesus), for whom are all
things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto
glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through
sufferings."” (Hebrews 2:10)

"Under the system of Jewish laws the high priest brought the
blood of the slain animals into the sanctuary as a sacrifice
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for sin, and then the bodies of the animals were burned
outside the city. That is why Jesus suffered and died outside
the city, where His blood washed our sins away." (Hebrews
13:11,12)

"We see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for
the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor; that he
by the grace of God should taste death for every man."”
(Hebrews 2:9)

The writer of Hebrews wrote: "Keep your eyes on Jesus, our
leader and instructor. He was willing to die a shameful death
on the cross because of the joy He knew would be His
afterwards; and now He sits in the place of honor by the
throne of God." (Hebrews 12:2;) The substitutionary death of
Jesus became the ransom price for mankind!

Greater love than this cannot be found, that God would shed
His sinless blood for sinful man!

How is God's love best shown? God's 1love for helpless,
hopeless, sinning humanity is shown best--not through Christ's
great teachings concerning love, not through Christ's great
miracles and healing works of compassion, not even through His
sinless, loving actions and relationships among men. No, as
great as the teachings, miracles, and life of Jesus were, it
is not these that best demonstrate God's love for mankind. It
is not these that save mankind.

There is no way that God could have saved sinning humanity--
you and me--except through Christ's death! "Christ died for
the ungodly."” (Romans 5:6) Christ came into the world, not
just to give us powerful miracles, profound teachings, and a
pure example to follow. Christ came into the world to provide
a substitutionary death for every sinner. God's saving love
for the sinner demands that Christ "taste death for every
man." (Hebrews 2:9)

The penalty of sin is death. The justice of God demands the
death penalty for willful transgressions against the known
laws of God. The only way for an unjust sinner to be justly
spared sin's penalty, is for the righteous Savior to
unsparingly take the sinner's death. The justice of God can
only be maintained through the exercise of the love of God--
love that must suffer a substitutionary death for the sinner.
Only through the exercise of such dying love can God remain
just in His character and at the same time the sinner become
justified in his standing before God. Someone must die for
the sinner, and God's love compelled the Son to die for the
sinner. Thus, the only way the sinner can be saved is through
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the cross of Christ. The cross is the meeting ground for the
justice of God and the love of God. The cross satisfied God's
justice and at the same time demonstrates God's love.

Common to the idea of redemption is freedom--the result of
paying the ransom price. When a ransom was given for a slave,
the slave was freed. The Bible defines man as a slave to sin,
and it describes Christ's death as a death to ransom man, to
free him from the bondage of sin.

Many passages from Paul speak of man's freedom from sin's
bondage. "For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus
hath made me free from the law of sin and death."” (Romans
8:2) Paul wrote to Timothy that Christ "hath abolished death,
and hath brought life and immortality to light through the
gospel.” (II Timothy 1:10) Paul said that "our old self is
crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed,
that henceforth we should not serve sin.” (Romans 6:6) The
Christian is serving a new Master.

It is the glorious message of the Bible that man can be freed
from his sinful bondage! Christ gives liberty to man. If the
Son makes you free, vyou are free indeed! This liberty,
however, is not a selfish liberty, but it is a liberty to
serve Christ, instead of self! The paradox of the Christian's
redemption is that he is redeemed to become a slave! A slave,
not of passion, but of love; a slave, not of self-will, but of
Christ; a slave, not of sin, but of righteousness! "But now
being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have
your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.”
(Romans 6:22)

Liberty is not to be abused. Christian liberty is liberty to
serve Christ, and the motivation for this service is love.
Christ loved man so much that He bought man with the price of
His own blood! "For ye are bought with a price: therefore
glorify God in your body, and in your spirit which are God's."
(I Corinthians 6:20)

How can God be glorified? By living a 1life of love and
service to God and to our fellowmen.

Christ gives 1love for hate, a cool head for a hot temper,
understanding for resentment, confidence for fear, relaxation
for anxiety, peace for guilt, integration for divided
loyalties, direction for confusion. Christ came to give the
more “abundant life.' The greatest freedom of all is the
freedom from the tyranny of self. Self in the center of life,
makes one's life off-center! Freedom from sin is freedom to
serve the Savior. Bowing low before Christ, you stand tall
before everything else! Glorious freedom!
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"God, I realize that it is an inescapable fact of life that
everyone is the servant of some master-—-either a servant of
sin or a servant of righteousness! Satan gives bondage;
Christ gives freedom. I choose Christ as my Master! Amen."

Why did Jesus choose to share our human nature? "He did so
that through his death he might destroy the Devil, who has the
power over death, and so set free those who were slaves all
their lives because of their fear of death." (Hebrews 2:14-15
Today's English Version)

What Satan thought was his greatest triumph became in reality
his greatest tragedy! Satan claimed victory when he saw Jesus
hang His head in death on the cross. Satan was crushed three
days later when he looked into an empty tomb and knew that
Jesus was ascended to the right hand of His Father's kingly
throne! The demons' cries of triumph on Calvary's Friday
suddenly turned into cries of terror on Easter morning!
Christ disarmed the power of Satan!

"Death cannot keep his prey,
Jesus, my Savior!

He tore the bars away,
Jesus, my Lord!

Up from the grave he arose,

With a mighty triumph o'er his foes;

He arose a victor from the dark domain,

And He lives forever with his saints to reign;

He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ
arose!
The greatest weapon of Satan has always been death. When

Christ arose from the dead, Jesus captured Satan's chief
weapon!

"Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death is your
sting?' The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the
law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ."” (I Corinthians 15:55,56 NIV)

Because Christ died and arose from the dead, He has
demonstrated His victory over death, and has taken the mystery
and the terror out of death for those who place their faith in
Jesus Christ, the deathless One! Notes F. B. Meyer:

Fear not the mystery of death!/-Jesus has died, and
shown us that it is the gateway into another life,
more fair and blessed than this-a life in which
human words are understood, and human faces smile,
and human affections linger still. The forty days
of His resurrection life have solved many of the
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problems, and illumined most of the mystery. To
die is to go at once to be with Him. No chasm, no
interval, no weary delay in purgatory. Absent from
the body, present with the Lord. One moment here
in conditions of mortality; the next beyond the
stars.

Fear not the loneliness of death!-The soul in the
dark valley becomes aware of another at its side,
"Thou art with me." Death cannot separate us, even
for a moment, from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord. In the hour of death Jesus
fulfills His own promise, "I will come again and
take you unto Myself." And on the other side we
step into a vast circle of loving spirits, who
welcome the new-comer with festal songs. (2 Peter
1:11).

Fear not the after-death!-The curse and penalty of sin
have been borne by Him. Death, the supreme sentence on
sinners, has been suffered for us by our Substitute. 1In
Him we have indeed passed on to the other side of the
doom, which is justly ours, as members of a sinful race.
"Who is He that condemneth? It is Christ that died, vea,
rather, that is risen again."”

Death! How shall they die who have already died in
Christ? That which others call death, we call sleep. We
dread it no more than sleep. Our bodies 1lie down
exhausted with the long working-day, to awake in the
fresh energy of the eternal morning; but in the meanwhile
the spirit is presented faultless before the presence of
his glory with exceeding joy. (The Way Into The Holiest;
F. B. Mevyer; pages 39-40)

III. He Came To Win In Us (Hebrews 2:18)

"Because he (Jesus) himself suffered when he was tempted, he
is able to help those who are being tempted." (Hebrews 2:18)

The Bible says, "He (God) hath visited and redeemed his
pbeople." (Luke 1:68) Says E. Stanley Jones: "The only way
to redeem His people was to visit them. He couldn't sit on a
cloud and utter commands or pick us up and take us to heaven
with celestial tongs, not soiling His fingers with the messy
business of human living. No, He dwelt among us—-amid our
poverty, amid our temptations, amid our problems and choices,
amid our opposition and disappointments. He lived among us
and showed us how to live by living." (Word Became Flesh;
page 34)
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God, in the person of Jesus, knew what it was to pass through
childhood, adolescence, and manhood--with all of the
temptations unique to each stage. Jesus, like us, felt the
pull of materialism, the pull to popularity at any cost, the
pull to accomplish the right ends with the wrong means. He
was tempted in all points like as we are, but without sin.

Jesus understood what poverty was all about. After Jesus had
entered into His public ministry, on one occasion He said,
"The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests;
but the Son of Man hath not where to lay his head."” (Matthew
8:20)

Jesus understood the challenge of involvement with people, for
he worked with all sorts of people--religious and profane,
literate and illiterate, high and low, rich and poor, young
and old, healthy and sick, Jew and Gentile, urban and rural.
He understood the complexities of human relationships and the
subtleties of human nature.

Jesus understood what it was to be misunderstood, rejected,
and despised, and he also knew what it was to be hailed,
praised, and followed. Jesus knew abounding times and abasing
times, prosperity and poverty, apparent success and apparent
failure, companionship and loneliness, Jjoy and sorrow,
acceptance and rejection. Through all the changes and
chances, due to the ebb and flow of life, Jesus learned to be
master of circumstances. As we would say today, Jesus learned
to cope with 1life, to cope with the challenges and the
responsibilities of 1life. Jesus' life demonstrates God's
total identification and involvement with man's daily changing
experiences. "The Captain of our salvation (Jesus) has gone
through and shared all our hardships, and plodded with
bleeding feet over every inch of the ground over which He
would lead us." (Expositions of Holy Scriptures; volume 15;
page 235, Alexander Maclaren)

If there is any one who understands the subtle forms of
temptation which Satan uses to allure and to seduce mankind,

it is Jesus who understands best of all. Jesus is not a
casual observer or a disinterested bystander or a detached
moral lecturer, when it comes to temptation. Jesus

understands firsthand what it means to be tempted, so He can
sympathize with persons when they are tempted. He knows from
experience what the full force of Satan's attacks are like!
He knows what it is like to "suffer being tempted."”

"He knows our needs; He has met our sorrows; He has faced our

temptations. And because of that He knows exactly what help
we need and He can give it." (Barclay's Hebrews; page 21)
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"Does Jesus care when I've tried and failed
To resist some temptation strong;

When for my deep grief I find no relief,
Tho' my tears flow all the night long?

O yes, He cares; I know He cares,

His heart is touched with my grief;

When the days are weary, the long nights dreary,
I know my Savior cares."”

"There have always been some who in a mistaken reverence have
held that there was no possibility of Jesus falling to
temptation, that he was of such complete goodness and purity,
that he was, so to speak, so much God that he could not
possibly have fallen to temptation. To believe that is to
make the temptation story guite unreal, and to reduce it to a
kind of play-acting. We must have no doubt of the utter
reality of the temptation of Jesus; and, when we realize this,
the temptation story becomes one of the most dramatic stories
in history, for in those days when Jesus was tempted and
tested, the fate of God's plan of salvation was literally
swinging in the balance. It is further true that Jesus was
not tempted less but more than any other person. In the case
of ordinary men like ourselves, the tempter never has to put
out his full power; we fall long before that; but in the case
of Jesus the tempter put forth every effort he could, and
Jesus overcame them all. To Jesus there came a strength and
violence of temptation which no one else has ever known-and he
overcame." (The Mind of Jesus; William Barclay; page 34)

He understands when we are tempted; He restores us when we
have fallen; He reinforces us constantly amidst the storms and
pressures of life. He who is within us is greater than he
(Satan) who is in the world. "0 sufferers, tempted ones,
desolate and not comforted, lean your heads against the breast
of the God-man, whose feet have trodden each inch of your
thorny path; and those experiences of the power of evil well
gqualify Him to strengthen you to stand, to 1ift you up if you
have fallen, to speak such words as will heal the ache of the
fleshly gaping wound. If He were impassive, and never wept or
fought in the garden shadows, or cried out forsaken on the
cross, we had not felt Him so near as we can do now in all
hours of bitter grief.” (The Way Into The Holiest; F. B.
Meyer; page 45)

CONCLUSION: Do you feel lonely? Remember, Jesus has come and
dwelt in our midst, a man among men. "Immanuel" means "God
With Us." This is a "visited planet"! Jesus has come to
dwell in our midst; full identification with mankind.
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Do vyou feel guilt-ridden because of sin in vyour 1life?
Remember, Jesus died for sinners like you and me! Because
Jesus, the Innocent One, died for guilty ones like you, God is
able to remain both just in His character and merciful in His
treatment of sinners, when He offers forgiveness and
reconciliation. Jesus is a "merciful and faithful High Priest
before God, a priest who would be both merciful to us and
faithful to God in dealing with the sins of the people."
(Verse 17;, Living Bible)

As a believer, do you feel weak in the face of temptation?
Remember, that Jesus Himself suffered temptation, and suffered
not less but more than any other person has ever suffered
during severe temptations. Because He went through
temptations successfully, He 1is able to help you endure
temptations and to become stronger through your trials!

He will befriend you; He will forgive you; He will strengthen
you! How much does Jesus care? He cares a lot for you!
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HOW MUCH DOES JESUS CARE?

QUESTTIONS

1.

Briefly share a personal experience of hardship when you
felt 1like crying out: "Does anyone understand, does
anyone care?" When facing a hardship tell how the three
following facts about Jesus could help you to cope with
your losses and loneliness and heartbreaks: (a) Jesus
came to live with us; (b) Jesus came to die for us; (c)
Jesus came to win in us.

Why, according to Hebrews 2:14-18, was it necessary for
Jesus to take on himself the nature of Abraham rather
than the nature of the angels?

When you honestly conclude that Jesus was God - God
revealed as fully as is possible, in a human being - how
does this conclusion revolutionize your conception of the
character of God?

After studying the life of Jesus, to what extent can you
conclude that God is involved in the sorrows and the
sufferings of each human life? Give examples from the
life of Jesus that demonstrate divine involvement in
human suffering. (Note Matthew 14:6-13; John 11:32-36:
Matthew 23:37-38; Luke 7:11-15)

After reading Hebrews 2:9,10; 12:2; 13:11,12, what
significance did the author of Hebrews attach to the
death of Jesus?

God's love for helpless, hopeless, sinning mankind is
shown best, not through Christ's great teachings
concerning love, not through Christ's great miracles and
healing works of compassion, not even through His
sinless, loving actions and relationships among men. How
then is God's love best shown?

What is the only way an unjust sinner can be justly
spared sin's penalty, without the justice in God's
character being compromised? Explain the significance of
the following statement: "The cross is the meeting
ground for the justice of God and the love of God."

How would you describe the "freedom" which the sinner
experiences because of the ransom price which Jesus the
Redeemer paid when He died on the cross? (Note Romans
8:2; 2 Timothy 1:10 and Romans 6:6)

58



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

How would you describe the "Liberty" which Christ the
Redeemer gives to those who are bound in the slavery of
sin? (Note Romans 6:22) What is the difference between
"Christian liberty" and "Selfish license"? (Note Romans
6:1,2 11-18) Give your response to the following
statement: "The paradox of the Christian's redemption is
that he is redeemed to become a slave - a slave not of
passion, but of love; a slave, not of self-will, but of
Christ; a slave, not of sin, but of righteousness."
(Note I Corinthians 6:18-20)

Tell to what extent you agree with the following
statements: "The greatest freedom of all is the freedonm
from the tyranny of self. Self in the center of life,
makes one's life off-center. Freedom from sin is freedom
to serve the Savior. Bowing low before Christ, you stand
tall before everything else. Christ gives lasting
freedom. He gives love for hate, a cool head for a hot
temper, understanding for resentment, confidence for

fear, relaxation for anxiety, peace for guilt,
integration for divided lovyalties, direction for
confusion."

How was Christ, through His death, enabled to destroy the
Devil, and to set free human beings who were slaves all
their lives because of their fear of death? (Note
Hebrews 2:14-15) (Note I Corinthians 15:55,56)

Why, according to Hebrews 2:18, can Jesus perfectly
understand what you feel and experience when you undergo
a severe trial or temptation? Share what your emotional
and intellectual response is to the following gquote:
"The Captain of our salvation (Jesus) has gone through
and shared all our hardships, and plodded with bleeding
feet over every inch of the ground over which He would
lead us."” (Alexander Maclaren)

When Jesus was tempted, do you believe that it was
possible for him to yield to the temptations and, thus,
to sin? Why or why not? Tell why you agree or disagree
with the following statement: "To believe that it was
impossible for Jesus to sin when He was tempted, is to
make the temptation story quite unreal, is to reduce it
to a kind of play-acting, and is to make Jesus'
identification with the human race less than complete
identification (Hebrews 2:18)."

Do you honestly believe that Jesus was tempted in all

points as you are tempted, and yet without yielding to
any of those temptations?
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15.

16.

Do you believe that Jesus loves you less when you sin
than when you cbey His commandments? Tell how you would
answer the following guestion:

"Does Jesus care when I've tried and failed
To resist some temptation strong;

When for my deep grief I find no relief,
Tho' my tears flow all the night long?"

Give your response to the following quotation: "Jesus
was not tempted less but more than any other person. In
the case of ordinary men like ourselves, the tempter
never has to put out his full power; we fall long before
that; but in the case of Jesus the tempter put forth
every effort he could, and Jesus overcame them all. To
Jesus came a strength and violence of temptation which no
one else has ever known - and he overcame. Jesus is not
a casual observer, or a disinterested bystander, or a
detached moral lecturer, when it comes to temptation. He
understands firsthand what it means to be tempted, so He
can sympathize with persons when they are tempted.”
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CHAPTER 3

KEYS TO SPIRITUAL MAINTENANCE

HEBREWS 3:1-19



HEBREWS
KEYS TO SPIRITUAL MAINTENANCE

OUTLINE

SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 3:1-19

INTRODUCTION: Just as there were perils in the desert for the
children of Israel, so there are perils in the journey of life
for the believer. It is easy to start a race, but difficult
to finish a race. It is easy to start a journey, but it is
not always easy to complete a journey.

PROPOSITION: The Christian life is fraught with perils. To
maintain a vital Christian life, a believer must continually
respond with obedience and trust in God.

I. THE CAUSES OF FORFEITING SPIRITUAL LIFE

A. The Wandering Heart (hardened affections)
B. The Rebellious Will (wrong decisions)
C. The Untrusting Spirit (abandoned commitments)

II. THE CONDITIONS FOR MAINTAINING SPIRITUAL LIFE

A. Realize The Superioritv of Christ's Person (verses
1 - 86)

B. Respond With A "Soft"” Heart During Testing (verses
7 - 8)

C. Recognize God's Miraculous Intervention In Your Life
(verse 9)

D. Resist The Personal Tendency Of Your Heart To Drift
(verse 12)

E. Receive Corrective Counsel From A Caring Group
(verse 13)

F. Reiterate Your Faith and Repentance To the End Of
Life (verse 14)

CONCLUSION: "He (God) is able to keep you from slipping and
falling away, and to bring your sinless and perfect, into his
glorious presence with mighty shouts of everlasting joy.
Amen." (Jude 25; Living Bible)
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HEBREWS
KEYS TO SPIRITUAL MAINTENANCE
SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 3:1-19

INTRODUCTION: There are various ways to picture the Christian
life. You can think of the Christian life like a "House'. A
house has both a foundation and superstructure. How foolish
it would be to build only a foundation and fail to complete
the house by refusing to build the superstructure.

You can think of the Christian life like a marriage. It takes
only a short time to exchange wedding vows, but it takes much
effort throughout a lifetime to implement the vows in the
marriage relationship. It takes only a short time to pray a
prayer of confession and repentance - to become a Christian -
but it takes much effort and cooperation with God to remain a
Christian.

You can think of the Christian life like a marathon race. It
is easy to begin a long race, but it is difficult to continue
in the race and to complete the race. Wrote Paul, "I have
finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in
store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, will award to me on that day - and not only
to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing." (2
Timothy 4:7-8)

The illustration which the writer of Hebrews uses to describe
the Christian life is the story of the Israelites under Moses,
travelling from the land of Egypt to the Promised Land of
Canaan. Just as the Israelites were delivered from their
bondage in Egypt, so sinners are delivered from the slavery of
sin. It was God's intention , when delivering His people out
of Egypt, to lead them to the place of "milk and honey” (the
Promised Land of Canaan). So, likewise, when God through
Christ delivers a person from the slavery of his sins
(represented by Egypt), it is God's intention miraculously to
intervene and to safely lead him eventually to the heavenly
"Promised Land" (the eternal home where abundance - "milk &
honey"” - 1is enjoyed). However, as in the case of Israel,
there is a journey through a desert, before a believer enters
the Promised Land of Heaven.

Just as there were perils in the desert for the children of
Israel, so there are perils in the Jjourney of life for the
believer. It is easy to start a race, but difficult to finish
a race. It is easy to start a journey, but it is not always
easy to complete a journey.
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The faithfulness of God and the power of God to keep believers
safe and secure - this is never in question. God's purposes
are good, and His power is great, and His love is unceasing,
and His longsuffering is evident, and His forgiving grace is
lavish. But God's faithfulness cannot take the place of man's
faithfulness. Throughout 1life, the believer is constantly
subject to the tests of God, the trials of circumstances, and
the temptations of Satan. Only after the believer reaches the
Promised Land of Heaven, will he be finally and eternally
secure.

It is not only the writer of Hebrews (in the 3rd chapter of
Hebrews) who warns us of the perils on life's journey toward
the Promised Land, but Paul the Apostle also warns us to
beware of the multiple perils along life's way - idolatry,
fleshly indulgence, pagan revelry, sexual immorality,
grumbling. (Read I Corinthians 10:1-12)

"One of the great characteristics of this remarkable letter to
Hebrew Christians is the frequency and earnestness of its
warnings against apostasy. Over and over again we find these
recurring, and in fact we may say that the whole letter is
written in order to guard against that danger." (Maclaren's
Hebrews; page 295)

PROPOSITION: The Christian 1life is fraught with perils.
Because of the seductiveness (deceitfulness) of sin, there are
one time believers whose hearts have become hardened, whose
wills have become rebelliods, and whose spirits have abandoned
trust in God. As in the case of the unbelieving Israelites in
the wilderness, those one-time believers who abandon their
faith in God will incite the wrath of God (verse 10), and
these unrepentant backsliders will be rejected from the
Promised Land (verse 11) and will die in the ~“wilderness'
(verse 17). To maintain a vital Christian life, a believer
must continually respond with obedience and trust in God.

I. THE CAUSES OF FORFEITING SPIRITUAL LIFE

There are many warnings in God's Word against the dangers of
spiritual drifting and apostasy. There is great safety and
security, as long as a believer maintains faith in the living
God. But, while it is true that faith is a gift from God,
given to believers, it is also a volitional response on the
part of man. In other words, it is possible for a believer to
abandon faith in God and to harden his heart against God.

According to this chapter (Hebrews 3) what causes believers to

abandoned their faith in God and thus to forfeit their
spiritual life?
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A. The Wandering Heart (hardened affections)

What caused the ancient Israeiites to fall in the desert, and
what will forfeit the life of God in a believer today? A

heart that wanders away from God! Quoting from an 014
Testament portion, the writer of Hebrews warns the Jewish
Christians: "Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your
hearts as you did in the rebellion, during the time of testing
in the desert..... That is why I was angry with that generation
and I said, “Their hearts are always going astray." (Hebrews
3:7,8,10)

Guard the affections of your heart, for your heart guides your
life. Keep your affections fixed on God and His will, not on
worldly pursuits and pleasures. Wrote John, "Stop loving this
evil world and all that it offers you, for when you love these
things you show that you do not really love God; for all these
worldly things, these evil desires - the craze for sex, the
ambition to buy everything that appeals to you, and the pride
that comes from wealth and importance - these are not from
God. They are from this evil world itself.” (I John 2:15-16;
Living Bible)

The Christian who daily renews his love for God and for God's
Kingdom, need never fear that he will wander away from the
faith. Such a person guards against worldly affections - the
craze for sex, the love of money and material things which
money can buy, and the love of worldly recognition and power
and position.

Because of their love of money, there have been many one-time
believers who have even turned away from God, and "as a result
have pierced themselves with many sorrows'. (I Timothy 6:10;
Living Bible)

"Lukewarmness" in our reaction to Christ spells eventual
disaster. To the Laodicean Church, God said, "I know you well
- you are neither hot nor cold;....since you are merely
lukewarm, I will spit you out of my mouth!"” (Revelation 3:15,
Living Bible)

B. The Rebellious Will (wrong decisions)

Another cause of the Israelites' fall in the desert was their
rebellious will. The wandering (indifferent and lukewarm)
heart, is the heart that directs the will to rebel against
God's ways. Given ever so much intellectual knowledge about
the ways and the will and the Word of God, a person (like the
Israelites) will nevertheless make the wrong decisions if the
heart is not fixed on God! The will of man is "slave" to the

affections of man. Actions are directed by Emotions. As a
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man feels, so he will act. If his heart is wayward, his
actions will be unrighteous. Out of the heart of man proceeds
actions.

Because the hearts (affections and sentiments and desires) of
the Israelites went astray, the result was that these
Israelites did not know God's ways (verse 10). Disobedience
regarding God's will, and a decision to take their own way
rather than God's way, was the essence of their sins and the
result was terrible! They "left their bones in the desert”
(verse 17 Phillips) and never saw the Promised Land!

The Bible says, "In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall

direct thy paths." "There is a way that seems right unto man,
but the end thereof is the way of death!” Man's ways,
independent of God's Wisdom, lead to death! God's ways,

humbly accepted and followed, lead to life! Failing to keep
a tender heart, and failing to obey God's laws, resulted in
abandoning trust in God's provisions and person.

C. The Untrusting Spirit (abandoned commitments)

"To whom did God swear that they should never enter into his
rest? Was it not these very men who refused to trust him?
Yes, it is all too plain that it was refusal to trust God that
prevented these men from entering his rest." (Hebrews 3:18-19
Phillips)

Because man is "incurably religious", the person who chooses
to disbelieve God and His promises, is the person who turns to
a false god in whom he places his trust. Idolatry - serving
another god rather than the true and the living God - is an
advanced and serious manifestation of apostasy. "Then they
(the children of Israel) despised the pleasant land; they did
not believe his promise. They grumbled in their tents and did
not obey the Lord. So he swore to them with uplifted hand
that he would make them fall in the desert, make their
descendants fall among the nations and scatter them throughout
the lands. They yoked themselves to the Baal of Peor and ate
sacrifices offered to lifeless gods." (Psalms 106:24-28)

Hardening their hearts against God's love, choosing
disobediently to follow their own ways rather than God's ways,
and disbelieving God's promises resulting in turning to false
gods for their assurance and provisions - these were the sins
which kept the Israelites out of the Promised Land of Canaan,
and they are the same sins which will keep backslidden persons
out of heaven!

To abandon God and His ways will result in God's anger being
incited. Mercy spurned is judgment earned! Disobedience and
unbelief forfeit God's promises! "And to whom was God
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speaking when he swore with an oath that they could never go
into the land he had promised his people? He was speaking to
all those who disobeyed him. And why couldn't they go in?
Because they didn't trust him." (Hebrews 2:18-19; Living
Bible)

If there are warnings to be heeded, there are also conditions
to be met - if we are to eventually enter the Promised Land of
Heaven.

II. THE CONDITIONS FOR MAINTAINING SPIRITUAL LIFE

There is "eternal security" in the Christian life, but that
security is not automatic or unconditional or irrevocable. It
is conditional security - a security that depends upon one's
relationship with God that is maintained through dynamic faith
and obedience and trust. Through a careful observation of the
Israelites in the wilderness, one can gain much wisdom, and
one can be motivated to avoid the pitfalls which eventuated in
their lose of physical and spiritual 1life.

A. Realize the Superiority of Christ's Person (verses 1-6)

T“he most important “key' to maintaining a dynamic spiritual
life is to focus on Christ and His person, to realize the true
superiority of Christ over all other persons or things.
Everyone has faith, but it is the “object' of one's faith
which determines the “value' of one's faith. Putting faith in
anyone other than in Christ will never suffice. Jesus is not
one among many great leaders, but He is altogether unigue - in
a “class' all to Himself.

What is the significance of Hebrews 3:1-67 "To the Jew it
would have been impossible to conceive that anyone ever stood
closer to God than Moses did, and vet that is precisely what
the writer of the Hebrews set out to prove..... Jesus came from
God, clothed with all the power of God. All God's grace and
mercy and love and powers were in His ambassador, His apostle,
Jesus Christ.... Jesus is the one person through whom man
comes to God and God comes to man..... Moses was a created man
and he worked in a created universe. He was part of the
house, involved in the house. But Jesus is the creator of the
house, and the creator of the house is bound to stand above

the house itself..... Moses knew a little about God; Jesus was
God. Therein lies the greatness of Jesus and the secret of
His unigque superiority." (Barclay's Hebrews; page 24,25)

The first and most important condition which you must meet, if
you are to maintain a vital spiritual life, is to realize the
altogether unique personhood of Jesus Christ and to fix your
thoughts on him. (verse 1)
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"Jesus! the very thought of Thee
With sweetness fills my breast;
But sweeter far Thy face to see,
And in Thy presence rest."”

A passing glance at Jesus and His Word will never do! If we
are to maintain vitality in our Christian life, we must learn
to “loaf' in His presence, to concentrate on His Word, to take
time "“in the garden' alone with Jesus!

B. Respond With A "Soft" Heart During Testing (verses 7-8)

The time of testing in the wilderness was intended for the
character development of the Israelite people. Instead of
softening their hearts and submitting their wills, they
hardened their hearts and disobeyed God's commands.

When you are being tested by God, humble yourself in His
presence. Don't harden your heart. Keep it “soft' and
responsive to His correction.

Later in the letter to the Hebrews, the author wrote: "Since
we respect our fathers here on earth, though they punish us,
should we not all the more cheerfully submit to God's training
so that we can begin really to live?....... God said, "My son,
don't be angry when the Lord punishes you. Don't be
discouraged when he has to show you where you are wrong....let
God train you, for he is doing what any loving father does for
his children." (Hebrews 12:5,7,9)

C. Recognize God's Miraculous Intervention In Your Life

(verse 9)

"But God was patient with them forty years, though they tried
his patience sorely; he kept right on doing his mighty
miracles for them to see." (verse 9; Living Bible)

The Israelites fell in the wilderness and died, because they
failed to "count their blessings", because they refused to
focus on the positive aspects of their lives and chose instead
to murmur and to complain.

Closing your eyes to the smaller and the momentous miracles of
God in your 1life will result in opening your mouth with
complaints and murmuring. The greatest deterrent against a
bitter spirit is a mouth that is open with praises to God for
the countless benefits and provisions which the Creator
lavishes upon unworthy subjects!
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"Are you ever burdened with a load of care?

Does the cross seem heavy you are called to bear?
Count your many blessings, every doubt will fly,
And you will be singing as the days go by."

"Count your blessings, Name them one by one;

Count your blessings, See what God hath done;
Count your blessings, Name them one by one;

Count your many blessings, See what God hath done."

D. Resist the Personal Tendency of Your Heart To Drift (verse

12)

"Beware then of your own hearts, dear brothers, lest you find
that they, too, are evil and unbelieving and are leading you
away from the Living God." (verse 12; Living Bible)

To guard against spiritual drifting and ossification of the
heart, here is a good prayer to pray:

"Search me O God, and know my heart; test me and know my
anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in
me, and lead me in the way everlasting." (Psalms
139:23,24)

A daily examination of your heart will help you to confess
fresh sins and to check the wanderings of your affections
towards lesser objects of delight than the Lord God Almighty.
Guard vyour heart, for your heart will guide your life. Keep
your heart's affections fixed on God, for He alone is worthy
of vyour love. Delight thyself in God alone, and He shall
fulfill the desires of thy heart. Keep thy heart full of God,
and there will be no room for lesser loves!

Beware of a divided heart - a heart which tries to divide its
loyalty and its love between God and mammon (money). You
cannot serve both God and mannon, so choose to serve God only.
Love God supremely, and all other loves will be subordinate -
the love of family and friends and job and possessions will be
sanctified for God-honoring purposes.

Eternal vigilance - keeping guard over your own heart - this
is the price you must pay in order to walk safely through the
maze of life. "Above all else, guard your affections. For
they influence everything else in your life." (Proverbs 4:23;
Living Bible)

The hardening of vyour heart is far more serious than the
hardening of your arteries! The latter may lead to physical
death, but the former will surely lead to spiritual death! To
maintain a close relationship with your God, vyou must
constantly guard against heart hardening. "The hardest hearts
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were soft once, and the softest may get hard....Judas Iscariot
must have been once a tender and impressionable lad. But
hearts harden gradually, 1like the freezing of a pond on a
frosty night.....We get hard through the steps of an
unperceived process. The constant hearing the truth without
obeying it. The knowing a better and doing the worse. The
refusal to confess the wrong and to profess the right. All
these things harden. Beware of the deceitfulness of sin!
Take heed to yourselves!"™ (The Way Into The Holiest; F. B.
Meyer; page 51-52)

E. Receive Corrective Counsel From A Caring Group

(verse 13)

"Speak to each other about these things every day while there
is still time, so that none of you will become hardened
against God, being blinded by the glamour of sin." (verse 13;
Living Bible)

Satan is strong and temptation is sometimes subtle. The flesh
is weak, and the possibility of being enamored by sin's
allurements 1is always a possibility. Trying to “solo' the
Christian life is a sign of pride, and is the essence of
folly. Every believer needs to be accountable to a caring and
sharing group. If you wish to grow in the Christian life,
maintain fellowship with God and be answerable and responsible
to a small prayer cell. Meet weekly and help examine each
other's soul. Never be judgmental, but always be your
"brother's keeper." A common, but all-important, question to
ask your fellow believer, within the intimacy of a "“Tender
Loving Care Group' is this: "How is it with your soul, my
dear brother?" Wrote James to fellow believers: "You should
get into the habit of admitting your sins to each other, and
praying for each other so that you may be healed." (James
5:16; Phillips)

Guarding each other's soul 1is part of the Christian
responsibility. Wrote Paul, "Dear brothers, if a Christian is
overcome by some sin, you who are godly should gently and
humbly help him back onto the right path, remembering that
next time it might be one of you who is in the wrong. Share
each other's troubles and problems, and so obey our Lord's
commands."” (Galatians 6:1-2; Living Bible)

"We should see not only to our own heart, but to the heart of
our brethren, and exhort one another daily, watching over each
other, and seeking to revive drooping piety and re-animate
fainting hope.” (The Way Into The Holiest; F. B. Mevyer; page
52)
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F. Reiterate Your Faith and Repentance To The End of Life
(verse 14)

"Tf we are faithful to the end, trusting God just as we did
when we first became Christians, we will share in all that
belongs to Christ." (verse 14; Living Bible)

It is not he who starts a race, but it is he who finishes a
race that shall be crowned with the crown of life! It is not
he who is fascinated with the foundation of the house, but it
is he who builds the superstructure of the house who shall be
honored! It is not he who merely leaves the "house of
bondage" in Egypt, but it is he who (1like Joshua and Caleb)
obediently follows the commands of God and who maintains faith
in the provisions of God and who rejoices in the gifts of God
- it is to such a person that the land of "milk and honey"
belongs! "Be Thou faithful unto death and I will give thee
the crown of life." "We receive Jesus Christ and all that He
has and all that He is on condition of faithfully holding fast
by the beginning of our confidence..... We are all apt to drop
into a complacent taking for granted that the old energy
lasts; and that our religious life is bottomed on the old
foundations, and that it yields to and is guided by the old
motives, when all the while an entire change has come over the
man, and what he used to do from fresh impulse he now does as

a matter of routine ..... There have been ships wrecked at the
harbor-mouth and which have gone to pieces with the loss of
all hands, on the bar. And as John Bunyan saw long ago, a
door opens down to the depths, at the very gate of the
Celestial City. So we can never relax our watchfulness nor
our effort to retain what we had, and to continue to practice
what we did, long ago." (Alexander Maclaren's Hebrews; page

299,300,302)

To whom are granted the privileges of sharing in Christ, or
receiving abundant life from Him? It is to those who hold
firmly till the end the initial confidence which they had in
Christ when they were first converted. From whence did that
initial confidence come? It came as a result of true
repentance of sin and from genuine surrender to Jesus as
Savior and Lord. What the author of Hebrews savs 1is this:
"Keep a firm grasp of the elementary initial truths which at
first drew you to the Master..... any advance which is to be
according to the true law of the Christian system must not be
away from, but deeper into that which we apprehended at
first." (Maclaren's Hebrews; page 297,298)

"Confidence is born of penitence and faith." (Ibid;297)
Repentance or confession of sin is not only a decisive past
act by which we initially became Christians. Rather,
repentance and confession are attitudes of the spirit which
must be maintained throughout a lifetime. John wrote, "If we
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continue to confess our sins, faithful is He and just to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from every
unrighteousness."” (I John 1:9 Wuest's Translation)

Believing in Christ as Savior is not only an initial act by
which we transfer faith from our own selves to Christ alone as
our only Savior, but faith in Christ is an ongoing, dynamic
relationship in which we continuously surrender to Christ and
by which we regularly draw new strength for daily living.
"Just as the branch is unable to be bearing fruit from itself
as a source unless it remains in a living union with the vine,
so neither you, unless you maintain a living communion with
me!" (John 15:4; Wuest's Translation)

It is he who continues to confess his sins, and who continues
to believe in Jesus, that maintains a vital relationship with

God. "“Hold fast the beginning of your confidence', and ever
reiterate the two initial acts (repentance and faith) from
which it flowed." (Ibid; page 297)

"Reiterate' means to do something again and again, to repeat
over and over. To maintain vitality in the Christian life, we
need not confess old sins repeatedly to Christ in order to
enjoy assurance of sins forgiven, but we must daily confess
any new sins, and we must daily surrender new_ areas of our
lives to Christ's lordship!

Listen to what God revealed to Ezekiel: "I have said the good
man will live. But if he sins, expecting his past goodness to
save him, then none of his good deeds will be remembered. I
will destroy him for his sins." (Ezekiel 33:13; Living Bible)

How do you maintain spiritual life? By maintaining a close
and obedient walk with God. Daily build yourself up in the
most “holy faith', and exhort each other to follow the Lord.

CONCLUSION: How can we remain faithful to our Lord, dynamic
in our inner spiritual 1life, forward-moving in our desert
pilgrimage towards The Promised Land? The writer to the
Hebrews (in chapter 3) tells us how:

(1) Realize the Superiority of Christ's Person (verses
1-6)

(2) Respond with a “Soft' Heart During Testing (verses
7-8)

(3) Recognize God's Miraculous Intervention In Your Life
(verse 9)

(4) Resist the Personal Tendency of Your Heart To Drift
(verse 12)

(5) Receive Corrective Counsel From A Caring Group
(verse 13)

72



Reiterate Your Faith and Repentance To The End of

(6)
Life (verse 14)

Always Remember:
"He is able to keep you from slipping and falling away,
and to bring you sinless and perfect, into his glorious
presence with mighty shouts of everlasting joy. Amen.”

(Jude 25; Living Bible)
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HEBREWS

KEYS TO SPIRITUAL MAINTENANCE

QUESTIONS

1.

Share how the following analogies help describe the
"Christian Life": (a) Building A House; (b)
Experiencing a wedding and a marriage; (c) Running a
Marathon race; (d) Taking a Long Journey.

What illustration does the writer of Hebrews (in Chapter
3) and Paul in I Corinthians 10:1-12 use to describe the
"Christian Life"? What warnings are believers to heed as
a result of a serious study of the ancient Israelites?

If it is true (as it is true) that God's purposes are
good, God's power to keep believers is great, God's love
is unconditional and unceasing, God's longsuffering is
evident, and God's forgiving grace is lavish, then how
can one believe with integrity that the believer's
"eternal security"” is conditional rather than
unconditional, automatic, and irrevocable?

Point out those verses that specifically describe the
following three causes for the fall of the anc1ent
Israelites in the wilderness:

(a) The Wandering Heart (hardened affections)

(b) The Rebellious Will (wrong decisions)

(¢) The Untrusting Spirit (abandoned commitments)

Tell to what degree you agree or disagree with the
following statement: "Hardening their hearts against
God's love, choosing disobediently to follow their own
ways rather than God's ways, and disbelieving God's
promises resulting in turning to false gods for their
assurance and provisions - these were the sins which kept
the Israelites out of the Promised Land of Canaan, and
they are the same sins which will keep backslidden
persons out of heaven." (Note Hebrews 3:18-19)

Tell, from your own personal experience, how you have
found the conviction expressed in the following
statements to be both true and practically important to
you, as you have attempted to live a victorious Christian
life:
"A passing glance at Jesus and His Word will never
do! If we are to maintain wvitality in our
Christian life, we must learn to “loaf' in His
presence, to concentrate on His Word, to take time
“in the garden' alone with Jesus!”
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10.

11.

12.

13.

When we as believers, like the ancient Israelites in the
wilderness, are severely tested by God, what peril should
we be careful to avoid? (Note Hebrews 3:7-8; 12:5-9)

Why, in spite of the many miracles which God performed
before the eyes of the ancient Israelites, did the latter
complain and grumble and become rebellious? (Note
Hebrews 3:9) Is it possible for modern Christians to
become negative and ungrateful grumblers, in spite of the
fact that God graciously and regularly "showers"
blessings upon them? Why? Tell to what extent you agree
with the following statement: "The greatest deterrent
against a bitter spirit is a mouth that is open with
praises to God for the countless benefits and provisions
which the Creator lavishes upon unworthy subjects!"

Why is the pravyer, as recorded in Psalms 139:23,24, so
important for believers daily to pray? (Note Hebrews
3:12)

Give vyour interpretation of the following statement:
"Guard your heart, for your heart will guide your life."
Tell why you agree or disagree with the following
statements: "The will of man is “slave' to the
affections of man. Actions are directed by Emotions.

As man feels, so he will act. If his heart is wayward,
his actions will be unrighteous. Out of the heart of man

proceeds actions." (Note Proverbs 4:23)
One perceptive person said, "We get hard through the
steps of an unperceived process. The constant hearing

the truth without obeying it. The knowing a better and
doing the worse. The refusal to confess the wrong and to
profess the right." Can you name any other causes of
heart hardening?

According to Hebrews 3:13, do you believe the following
statement accurately describes one of the reasons for a
lack of spiritual vitality easily recognizable in the

lives of many professing Christians? - "Trying to “Solo'
the Christian life is a sign of pride, and is the essence
of folly." ({Note Hebrews 10:25; James 5:16; Galatians
6:1-2)

What Scriptural support can you give to document the
truth of the following statement: "It is not he who
merely leaves the “house of bondage' in Egypt, but it is
he who (like Joshua and Caleb) obediently follows the
commands of God and who maintains faith in the provisions
of God and who rejoices in the gifts of God - it is to
such a person that the land of "milk and honey" belongs!"
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14.

15.

Are “repentance' and “faith' only initial decisive acts
by which one becomes converted to Christ, or are these
“acts' continuing attitudes that must be reiterated often
in the Christian life? (Note I John 1:9 and John 1:12)
(Note John 15:4)

Give vyour comments on the following statement: "To
maintain vitality in the Christian life, we need not
confess old sins repeatedly to Christ in order to enjoy
assurance of sins forgiven, but we must daily confess any

new sins, and we must daily surrender new areas of our

lives to Christ's lordship." Give your personal reaction
to the following Scripture: Ezekiel 33:10-2
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CHAPTER 6

"REST' FOR THE PEOPLE OF GOD!

HEBREWS 4:1-16



HEBREWS

"REST' FOR THE PEOPLE OF GOD!
OUTLTINE

SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 4:1-16

INTRODUCTION: There is no perfect tranquility, this side of
heaven, but there is nevertheless a heritage of peace and rest
from God, ready for every trusting soul to claim as his very
own heritage, while he travels life's pathways during his
pilgrimage towards heaven.

PROPOSITION: There remains a rest for the people of God, and
is available to all who choose to enter into it through trust
and obedience. The God who promises rest to the soul is the
God who sympathizes with man's weaknesses, and who allows man
to approach His throne of grace to find grace to help him in
his times of need.

I. God's Present Provision For Our Rest (verses 1-11)
A. Availability of God's Rest For All
B. Conditions For Finding God's Rest
II. God's Perfect Evaluation Of Our Responses (verses 12-13)
A. Judgement Through God's Word
B. Accountability Before God's Omniscience

ITI. God's Sympathetic Understanding of Qur Weaknesses (verses

14-16)

A. The Availability Of Divine Resources (Throne Of
Grace)

B. The Avenue To Divine Resources (Great High Priest)

C. The Advance Towards Divine Resources (Let Us Come

Boldly)

The Avalanche From Divine Resources (Mercy and Grace
To Help In Times Of Need)

(=)

CONCLUSION: The God who initiates - provides rest for the
weary souls - is the God who evaluates - scrutinizes the
responses of man to His offer - and is the God who sympathizes
- enables the humble to be forgiven and the weak to be
strengthened! What a God of grace, and justice, and mercy!
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HEBREWS
"REST' FOR THE PEOPLE OF GOD!
SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 4:1-16

INTRODUCTION: Somecne has called a Christian a "Positive
Realist." That 1is to say, a Christian realistically
acknowledges the fact of troubles and trials and sorrows and
pains in this present “veil of tears' on earth and, vyet, at
the same time, a Christian positively affirms the fact that
there is peace and gquiet and rest available for God's people,
under the shadow of God's wings during life's turmoil.

There is no perfect tranguility, this side of heaven, but
there is nevertheless a heritage of peace and rest from God,
ready for every trusting soul to claim as his very own
heritage, while he travels 1life's pathways during his
pilgrimage towards heaven. There is no need for believers to
be weighed down with life's burdens, anxiety-ridden, worry-
worn, crushed with sorrows, insecure among people, terrorized
by the fear of the unknown, frayed in nerves because of a lack
of solitude, distracted in mind because of a lack of
direction, disillusioned in spirit because of a lack of

purpose! "On all hands we hear of strong and useful workers
stricken down in early life by the exhausting effects of
mental toil. The tender brain tissues were never made to

sustain the tremendous wear and tear of our times. There is
no machinery in human nature to repair swiftly enough the
waste of nervous energy which is continually going on." (The
Way Into The Holiest; F. B. Meyer; page 53)

PROPOSITION: The author of Hebrews declares with certainty
that there remains a rest for the people of God (Verses 1-10).
This "rest' (or peace with God) is available to all who choose
to enter into it through trust and obedience. God knows the
heart of every person, whether it is a believing heart that
claims the promise of rest, or whether it is an unbelieving
heart that rejects God's promise of rest (Verses 11-13). The
God who promises rest to the soul (Verse 1), 1is the God who
sympathizes with man's weaknesses (Verse 15), and who allows
man to approach His throne of grace to find grace to help him
in his times of need (Verses 14-16).

Let us consider the REST which God has available for all men.

From a study of Hebrews 4:1-16, let us consider: (1) God's
Present Provision for Our Rest (Verses 1-11); (2) God's
Perfect Evaluation of Our Response (Verses 12-13); (3) God's

Sympathetic Understanding of Our Weaknesses (Verses 14-16).
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I. God's Present Provision For Our Rest (Verses 1-11)

For the soul that is bowed down with a heavy load of sin, for
the mind that is distracted with the many worries of life, for
the heart that is restless hecause of its unfulfilled desires
- for such a pathetic person there is God's promise of Rest
for him to claim and to enjoy!

None need miss that Promised Rest, but all must be most
careful not to fail to enter into that Rest. "Although God's
promise still stands - his promise that all may enter his
place of rest - we ought to tremble with fear because scms
you may be on the verge of failing to get there after all.”
(Hebrews 4:1; Living Bible)

A. Availability of God's Rest For All

The Rest of God, of which the author of Hebrews writes, is a
spiritual peace which is presently available to every person.
God loves all persons and His heart is grieved when He sees
His ~“crowning creation' - Man - torn asunder with life's
worries and weighed down with sin's burdens.

The Rest which God promises is heavenly in nature and divine
in source. It is the "soul rest" which is a gift from God
Himself.

There is a parallel between the rest of the Father after the
six days of Creation, and the rest of Jesus after His
resurrection and ascension, and the rest of the believer after
his deliverance from sin and his conversion to Christ.

God rested from all his work (Verse 4). Jesus "has gone
through the heavens" in His ascension (Verse 14). "Anyone who
enters God's rest also rests from his own work" (Verse 10).

The Promised Land of Canaan symbolized the eternal Rest of
God. Just as it was God's will ultimately to take each one of
the Israelites who left Egypt (the land of bondage) to the
land of '"milk and honey" (Canaan), so it is God's will to
take everyone of His creatures to the heavenly Canaan - the
place of lasting rest! The Rest which God will give to His
people in Heaven is a perfect rest. The Rest God gives to
believing people on earth is patterned after and is a
foretaste of that ultimate rest in Heaven.

The rest which God gives to trusting souls is a rest from the
burdens of sin, a rest from the vain striving of a divided
heart, a rest from the anxiety of a guilty conscience, a rest
from the distractions of a double-mindedness, a rest from the
nagging fears of an unknown future, a rest from the tumults of
unfulfilled desires, a rest from the loneliness of lost
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friends, a rest from the futile striving of self-righteous
attempts to please God, a rest from the despair of a
purposeless philosophy of life and an endless search for
truth! Rest, sweet rest in the bosom of God! The rest which
essence can be described as reconciliation with God, love for
man, and acceptance of self.

"I am resting tonight in this wonderful peace,
Resting sweetly in Jesus' control;

For I'm kept from all danger by night and by day,
And His glory is flooding my soul.

Peace! Peace! wonderful peace,
Coming down from the Father above;
Sweep over my spirit forever, I pray.
In fathomless billows of love."
(Wonderful Peace)

B. Conditions For Finding God's Rest

All who left Egypt were promised Canaan. God's promise cannot
be fulfilled, however, without certain conditions being met.
Why was God so adamant when he said, regarding the Israelite
people, "They shall never enter my rest"? (Verse 5)

God's positive purposes for Israel and His perfect promises to
Israel were frustrated because Israel failed to meet certain
conditions.

It is God's perfect will that every person enjoy His gift of
heavenly rest - both in heaven ultimately and on earth
imperfectly.

It is true that man cannot earn or purchase or deserve God's
gift of rest (peace); it is a gift from God. Nevertheless, it
is also true that God never gives His rest indiscriminately or
automatically to a person. There are certain conditions to be
met, if God's promise of rest is to be fulfilled.

(1) Give Attention to God's Promise.

There are many whose lives could be described as a
bobbing cork on a stormy sea. Like the wandering
Israelites in the desert, retracing their steps,
purposeless and restless, there are too many persons who
are miserable in their existence, aimless in their
direction, blinded in their vision, confused in their
thinking, broken in their emotions, and oblivious to
God's promises! If ever a person 1is to find peace -
real rest for his weary soul - he must recognize the
source of such peace. There is no peace outside of God,
no rest for the guilt-ridden person away from God. The

81



first step in the process of finding peace and rest is to
realize that "God's promise still stands" - the promise
of rest is presently offered to us today! (Verse 1)

(2) Make Every Effort to Enter God's Rest

The rest of God is not given to the inattentive or to the
slothful person! If one wants peace - the sweet rest
which God offers to the weary soul - he must "make every
effort to enter that rest" (Verse 11). He must exercise
every ounce of strength he has, in a great effort not to
miss out on the one thing - the peace of God - that is
infinitely valuable. Like purchasing a pearl of great
price, he must sacrifice everything else, that he might
find the peace and rest of God! (Note Matthew 13:45-46)

Jesus is the peace and rest of God. Rest is not an
abstract entity, but Rest 1is found 1in a concrete
relationship with Christ! Said Jesus, "Come to me, all
you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you
rest.” (Matthew 11:28) Aside from Jesus, there is no
true rest to the soul. "There is no peace, says the
Lord, for the wicked." (Isaiah 48:22)

Making every effort to enter God's rest essentially means
making Christ the object of one's search and the lover of
one's soul! Said Jesus, "Anyone who wants to be my
follower must love me far more than he does his own
father, mother, wife, children, brothers, or sisters -
yes, more than his own life - otherwise he cannot be my
disciple.” (Luke 14:26; Living Bible)

(3) Rest From His Own Work

Wrote the author of Hebrews, "There remains, then, a
Sabbath-rest for the people of God; for anyone who enters
God's rest alsc rests from his own work."” (Hebrews 4:9-
10)

Martin Luther, like so many in history, struggled so hard
for so long to gain God's approval by his own works of
righteousness. He worked hard to appease God's wrath.
Fastings, prayers, self-tortures - none of these brought
peace to his heart and rest to his mind.

We must make every effort to enter into God's rest, but
the effort expended is not the effort of self-righteous
acts. The Jews under the law of Moses tried hard to
please God through rituals and ceremonies and animal
sacrifices. Many since the days of the 0ld Testament
have exerted every effort to make themselves acceptable
to God. John Wesley, before his personal conversion, was
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one of the most disciplined moralist in history. But he
was restless in his soul and discouraged in his spirit -
almost to the point of despair! Lacking personal
assurance of sins forgiven, he continued to accumulate
many good works! It was only when he finally "rested
from his own works" and instead trusted in the grace of
God for personal salvation, that he found his own heart
"strangely warmed."

We must rest from seeking to work out a righteousness of
our own, and surrender instead to Christ and allow Christ
to clothe us with His own garments of righteousness.

"Not the labors of my hands,
Can fulfill Thy law's demands,
Thou must save, and Thou alone."

The Jewish believers to whom this author is writing, were
tempted to abandon Christ and the way of grace, and to
return to Moses and the way of law. He warns these
Jewish believers that to return to Judaism is to return
to a life of bondage, because by law-keeping can no one
be justified in the eyes of God. There is no substitute
for grace. No amount of gocd deeds can bring God's favor
and forgiveness. He tells them that they no longer can
depend on the observance of Mosaic rites and ceremonies
for their justification and final happiness. They must
rest from all their works of the law as fully as God has
rested from his works of creation (Verse 10).

Wrote Paul, "No one can ever be made right in God's sight
by doing what the law commands. For the more we know of
God's laws, the clearer it becomes that we aren’t obeying
them; his laws serve only to make us see that we are
sinners."” (Romans 3:20; Living Bible)

It is not by works of righteousness which we have done,
but by the sheer mercy and love of God, that we are
saved! Wrote Paul, "But when the time came for the
kindness and love of God our Savior to appear, then he
saved us - not because we were good enough to be saved,
but because of his kindness and pity - by washing away
our sins and giving us the new joy of the indwelling Holy
Spirit whom he poured out upon us with wonderful fullness
- and all because of what Jesus Christ did so that he
could declare us good in God's eyes - all because of his
great kindness; and now we can share in the wealth of the
eternal life he gives us, and we are eagerly looking
forward to receiving it.” (Titus 3:4-7; Living Bible)
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(4) Personally Receive The Message By Faith

"For this wonderful news - the message that God wants to
save us - has been given to us just as it was to those
who lived in the time of Moses. But it didn't do them
any good because they didn't believe it. They didn't mix
it with faith.” (verse 2; Living Bible)

It is possible to know about marriage, and yet not to be
married. It is possible to read many books about the art
of swimming, and never to get yvour body wet with water.
It is possible to know a lot about God, and vet never to
know God! It is possible, as in the case of the
wandering Israelites, to hear the message of God and vet
refuse to believe the message of God.

“Believing' God's message involves volitional
commitment, not merely intellectual consent. There is a
kind of 1listening that fails to bring about any moral
changes. There is a shallow intellectual believing' that
results in no spiritual transformation (note James 2:19).
Listening to God's message with the ears, must change the
attitudes of the mind, and must soften the affections of
the heart, and must change the direction of the will.
"The promises of God are not merely beautiful pieces of
literature; they are not merely sweet sayings which mean
nothing; they are promises on which a man is meant to
stake his life and by which he is meant to dominate his
action." (Barclay's Hebrews; page 33)

II. GOD'sS PERFECT EVALUATION OF OUR RESPONSES (Verses 12-13)

"The promise of entering His rest still stands" (Verse 1).
God wants to save all, Jesus has died for all, the Holy Spirit
calls all, and the plan of salvation is offered to all. God's
promise to enter the land of Canaan - the place of Israel's
inheritance, the place of physical rest which symbolized God's

eternal rest and peace - this promise was not fulfilled
because of Israel's disobedience (Verse 6). That promise was
renewed during the time of David (Verse 7). This same promise

of soul-rest continues to be offered to all mankind. Anvyone
who is willing to abandon the way of self-righteousness (i.e.,
anyone who will "rest from his own works”), will come to enjoy
the "rest of God."

What more could God do than what He has already done? Just as
God has completed creation and is now at “rest' on the
"seventh day" (Verse 4), so Jesus has completed the work of
redemption for lost humanity and "has gone through the
heavens" (Verse 14) where he now sits before the Father's
throne to make intercession for mankind. The plan of
salvation has been accomplished, the work of atonement has
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been completed, and the gift of 1life (rest and peace)
continues to be offered to all mankind.

With every opportunity given, there 1is a corresponding
accountability that is required! The God who is merciful in
His lavish offer of grace, is the same God who is strict in
His accountability, and who is accurate in His scrutiny of
man's moral response to His Divine offers!

A. Judgment Through God's Word

"For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any
double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and
spirit, Jjoints and marrow, it judges the thoughts and
attitudes of the heart." (Hebrews 4:12)

It was because of a hardened heart, a rebellious will, and an
unbelieving spirit that the Children of Israel who left Egypt
never entered the Promised Land of Canaan. It is the Word of
God that penetrates deeply into the interior being of man.
The Word of God offers to every man life or death. The Word
of God penetrates deeply, dividing soul and spirit. That is
to say, God's Word discerns man's physical life (soul life)
with the passions of the body. If a person becomes, like the
hedonistic Israelites (  lovers of pleasure more than lovers of
God'), then the penetrating Word of God can easily diagnose
that sensualism. Sensualism was one of the sins which brought
death to many Israelites. In spite of all the miracles God
did for them, these Israelites nevertheless followed the
instincts of their bodies rather than cultivating the higher
aspirations of their spirits. They became “fleshly' rather
than “spiritual’'. "From this lesson we are warned that we
must not desire evil things as they did, nor worship idols as
they did. (The Scriptures tell us, “The people sat down to
eat and drink and then got up to dance' in worship of the
golden calf.) Another lesson for us is what happened when
some of them sinned with other men's wives, and 23,000 fell
dead in one day.” (I Corinthians 10:6-8; Living Bible)

The Word of God penetrates to the division of soul and spirit,
i.e., the Word of God tests a man's earthly life (body or soul
life with its passions and instincts), and a man's spiritual
life (i.e., the spirit of man which thinks and reasons and
looks beyond the earthly life). The Word diagnoses not only
man's body with its fleshly appetites, but the Word also
diagnoses man's spirit with its strong faith in the unseen God
or its cynical doubt which results in turning away from the
true God to serve pagan idols.

Not only is the diagnosis of God's Word accurate in its
evaluation of man's body with its desires, and in 1its
evaluation of man's spirit with its object of worship, but the
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diagnosis of God's Word is accurate in its scrutiny of man's
emotional life and of man's intellectual life.

The Word of God comes to evaluate each of us.

Question One: "Is your body consecrated to God, with its
instincts and passions under the control of the Holy
Spirit, or is your body a tool for self-indulgence and
destructive lust?"

Question Two: "Is your spirit committed to God, for the
exercise of faith and trust in the character of the
living God, or is your spirit battered with doubt and
turned to the worship of other gods?"

Question Three: "Are your desires - the emotional and
affectional part of your being - set on gratefully loving
God, or have you turned ungratefully and bitterly away
from God to murmur against Him and His dealings with
you?" Wrote Paul about the judgment of God against the

ungrateful

Israelites: "And don't murmur against God and bhis
dealings with you, as some of them did, for that is why
God sent his Angel to destroy them."” (I Corinthians

10:10; Living Bible)

Question Four: "Intellectually., do vyou submit vour
thoughts to God, and do you seek to have the "mind of
Christ' within you, or have you become darkened in your
understanding with thoughts that are vain and selfish?"

Remember, the Word exposes the quality of our fleshly
appetites, the object of our spiritual worship, the gratitude
or ingratitude of our affections, the intellectual patterns of
our mind.

"The Word of God is living and active. Sharper than any
double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and
spirit, Jjoints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and
attitudes of the heart." (Hebrews 4:12;NIV)

B. Accountability Before God's Omniscience

God is omniscient - i.e. He is all-knowing. There is an "All-
Seeing Eye" constantly watching vyou! "He Lknows about
everyone, everywhere. Everything about us is bare and wide
open to the all-seeing eyes of our living God; nothing can be
hidden from him to whom we must explain all that we have
done." (Verse 14; Living Bible)
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One person, who knew the English language well, believed the
most serious word of the English language is "Accountability."

Wrote the Psalmist, "I can never get away from my God! If I
ge up to heaven, you are there; if I go down to the place of
the dead, you are there..... If I try to hide in the darkness,
the night becomes light around me. For even darkness cannot
hide from God; to you the night shines as bright as day.
Darkness and light are both alike to you." (Psalms 139:7-8,
10-12; Living Bible)

"God is the unseen guest at every table,
The silent listener to every conversation."

Every person is "naked and open" unto the eyes of Him to whom
we all must give a final accountability. "As far as men are
concerned we may be able to wear our outward trappings and our
disguises; but in the presence of God these things are
stripped away and we have to meet God as we are....We may
escape God for long enough, but in the end God grips us in
such a way that we cannot help meeting Him face to face. God
is one issue that no man can finally evade....Men may judge us
by our outer conduct and our outer appearance, but God sees
into the very inmost secrets of our hearts. It is as if to
say that the very inmost recesses of our emotional and
intellectual being are open to His sight..... There comes a
time to every man when he has to meet that God from whose eyes
nothing is and nothing ever can be concealed." (Barclay's
Hebrews; page 36,37) '

ITI. GOD'S SYMPATHETIC UNDERSTANDING OF QUR WEAKNESSES
(Verses 14-16)

The God, before whom nothing is concealed, is the God whose
total knowledge of us humans is not for the purpose of
destroying us, but for +the purpose of helping us. He
exercises not only justice in His righteous punishment of
those who refuse to obey Him, but He also manifests mercy to
those who, in spite of all their weaknesses and sins, are
humble and contrite and broken in their hearts. This High
Priest understands our human weaknesses and frailties.
"Notice how God is both kind and severe. He is very hard on
those who disobey, but very good to you if you continue to
love and trust him."” (Romans 11:22; Living Bible)

A. The Availability of Divine Resources (Throne of Grace)

"Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence."
(Verse 16)

The throne of God is not a throne hidden in the clouds of
unapproachable holiness, but it is a throne that is covered
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with the sprinkled blood of Christ and which is accessible to
repentant sinners and humble saints. He who requires so much
of humans because He has provided so much for humans, is he
who is so merciful to humans because He knows how very weak
humans really are! "The ruling sovereign element in Deity is
unmerited love and mercy and kindly regard to us poor,
ignorant, sinful creatures, which keeps pouring itself out
over all the world. God is King, and the kingly thing in God
is infinite grace." (Maclaren's Hebrews; page 335)

B. The Avenue To Divine Resources (Great High Priest)

"Jesus the Son of God is our great High Priest who has gone to
heaven itself to help us; therefore let us never stop trusting
him" (Verse 14; Living Bible)

It is one thing to be knowledgeable of the availgbility of
divine resources; it is quite another thing to know the avenue
whereby those resources can be "“tapped' or appropriated. How
can the vast separation between the Holy God and sinful man be
bridged? Through what means can heaven's treasures be
delivered to earth's paupers?

It is Jesus - the great High Priest - through whom God works
to enable man to enjoy the benefits of His forgiving grace.

Jesus is the perfect "bridge-builder" between God and Man.
Jesus is the One by whom God's love can flow to man, and by
whom man's prayers can be heard by God.

Jesus is the One who opens the heart of God to man. Without
Jesus - the perfect God-Man - there would be no access to the
Holy Father.

Jesus, our dgreat High Priest, is not only holy enough to
approach the righteous Father in behalf of unholy man, but
Jesus also was tempted enough as a true human to understand
man fully. Our High Priest is not aloof from mankind, but
instead, He is intimately involved with mankind. "This High
Priest of ours understands our weaknesses, since he had the
same temptations we do, though he never once gave way to them
and sinned." (Verse 4:15; Living Bible)

"The fact that Jesus was without sin necessarily means that He
knew depths and tensions and assaults of temptation which we
never know and never can know. So far from His battle being
easier it was immeasurably harder. Why? For this reason - we
fall to temptation long before the tempter has put out the
whole of his power. We are easily vanguished; we never know
temptation at its fiercest and its most terrible, because we
fall long before that stage is reached. But Jesus was tempted
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as we are - and far beyond what we are. For in His case the
tempter put everything he possessed into the assault, and
Jesus withstood it." (Barclay's Hebrews;38)

There is no one who understands mankind as well or who is
better gqualified to approach the Father's Throne in behalf of
mankind than Jesus Christ. In fact, it is because of what
Jesus accomplished through His sacrificial 1life, His
substitutionary death, and His glorious resurrection, that
makes God's throne a "Throne of Mercy." It is because Jesus -
the Innocent One - bore all the sins of all sinners in His
body on the cross, that God is able, at one and the same time,
to remain just in His character and to justify guilty sinners
(i.e., to treat them as if they had never sinned). God can
treat sinners with grace (unmerited favor) only because God
(in the person of His Son) took the punishment of sin upon
Himself.

If Christ had not been willing to die for guilty sinners, then
God's throne would not be a "Throne of grace", but it would be
a "throne of terrifying judgment" instead.

C. The Advance Towards Divine Resources ("Let us Come Boldly")

"So let us come boldly to the very throne of God - the throne
of grace." (Verse 16)

Because of what Jesus has accomplished in His atoning
sacrifice, every sinner has a basis for forgiveness, and every
believer has a basis for confidence and boldness in his access
to the Father. We humans have a right to pour out our needs
to the Father, because Jesus, through His atoning death, has
broken down the "dividing wall" of hostility between the Holy
God and unholy man! We need not hang our heads in shame as we
come into the Father's presence, and we need not be hesitant
or halting in our approach to the Father. We can make our
advance to the Father with confidence and with swiftness,
knowing that we are totally forgiven and totally understood
and totally accepted by the Father, because of the "finished
work" of Jesus. Jesus has "passed into the heavens" (Verse
14) to take His place beside the Heavenly Father, where He now
rests from all His redemptive works which he did on earth and
where He now intercedes in behalf of mankind.

We can come boldly before the Father, not because of our
achievements, but because of Jesus' righteousness. Because
of our knowledge of God's unconditional love for poor sinners
like us, we have courage to put our fears behind us and to
advance with boldness into the Father's presence.
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D. The Avalanche From Divine Resources (Mercy and Grace To
Help In Times of Need)

For what reason do we come confidently into the Father's
presence? Not to present the merits of our own good works,
but to present the sins of our imperfect lives and to present
the problems of our special circumstances. In light of our
sins, it is mercy that we need, not strict justice. In light
of our weaknesses, 1t 1is strength that we need, not
intimidation because of our failures.

God can be merciful to us, because God took man's penalty for
sin upon Himself when He became a man. God can sympathize
with us in our weaknesses, because God, when He was a man,
experienced every temptation that man will ever experience!
He is the God of perfect understanding and the God of perfect
adequacy. He gives forgiveness for our sins because He is a
merciful God. He gives strength for our weaknesses because He
is an understanding God whose power is available, not to
destroy us, but to develop us!

At the right time, in the right way, and with the right
measure, our merciful and understanding and lavish God gives
us what we need. ' Forgiveness for our guilt, joy for our
sc o oow,  encouragement for our despair, guidance for our
confusion, friendship for our loneliness, healing for our
hurts, strength for our weakness, plenty for our poverty! He
bestows large and full gifts! He lavishes His gifts upon us.
He opens the windows of heaven and pours us out a blessing
that is so great that we are incapable of containing it! He

giveth and giveth and giveth again! He is always on the
"Giving End" and we are always on the "Receiving End." He
hath given us all things richly to enjoy! He is able and

eager to supply all of our needs, according to His riches in
glory by Christ Jesus! Wrote James, "If any of you does not
know how to meet any particular problem he has only to ask God
- who gives generously to all men without making them feel
guilty - and he may be quite sure that the necessary wisdom
will be given him.” (James 1:5 Phillips' Translation)

Dwight L. Moody was a great success as an evangelist. He drew
large crowds to his church, but he says that many of these
early victories were accomplished "largely in the energy of

the flesh." The change came when two humble Free Methodist
women, Auntie Cook and Mrs. Snow, attended his meetings. They
sat in the front row and prayed as he preached. Moody

appreciated their intercession so much that he spoke to them
about it.

"Yes " they said, "we have been praying for you."
"Why me?" the evangelist inguired, surprised.
"Why not the unsaved?" His pride was a bit hurt by
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the implication that he personally needed praver.
"Because you need the power of the Spirit," was
their answer.

Several weeks later, Moody invited the two ladies
to his office to talk more about his need for
power.

"You spoke of power for service. I thought I had
it,"Moody said. "I wish you would tell me what you
mean."

Auntie Cook and Mrs Snow told him all they Lknew
about the infilling of the Holy Spirit. Then they
prayed with the pastor and left.

Moody said later, "From that moment, there came a great hunger
in my soul. I really felt that I did not want to live if I
could not have this power for service." He continued to pray
for a special infilling of the Holy Spirit.

Then one day in 1871, the evangelist went to New York on a
fundraising mission. As he walked the streets of New York,
his soul became hungry for God. Suddenly the Spirit of God
swept over him, and his companions could tell something was
happening.

One inguired, "Are you sick, Mr. Moody? Shall I .
call a doctor?"

"No-No!" he replied. "Leave me alone."
"Well, what shall I do?" his friend persisted
anxiously.

"Don't do anything. Leave me alone!"

"Get me in a room, and get everybody out and leave
me by myself!"

Afterward, Moody said that waves of God's power
poured over him until he cried out, "Lord, You will
have to stop or I will die! I've got all I can
hold! God, it is about to kill me!"

From that time on, Moody preached from the same sermon
outlines and from the same passages from God's Word. But,
instead of just a few responding to his invitation to accept
Jesus Christ as Lord, hundreds came forward in every meeting.
Moody's ministry was transformed by the Spirit of God.
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Charles G. Finney, another of America's great preachers who
led hundreds of thousands to Jesus Christ, had a 1life
transforming infilling of the Holy Spirit. After spending
time in earnest prayer, he says, "...it seemed as if I met the
Lord Jesus Christ face to face. He said nothing but looked at
me in such a manner as to break me right down to His feet. I
wept aloud like a child and made such confessions as I could
with my choked utterance. As I turned and was about to take
a seat....I received a mighty baptism of the Holy Ghost. No
words can express the wonderful love that was shed abroad in
my heart. I wept with joy and love."”

CONCLUSION: God perfectly provides for our rest (Verses 1-
11). God perfectly evaluates our responses (Verses 11-13).
God sympathetically understands our weaknesses (Verses 14-16).

God wants you to cast your cares upon Him, for He cares for
you! He knows the thoughts and intentions and desires of your
heart - whether your heart is tender to His correction,
whether your mind is open to His thoughts, whether your will
is yielded to His purposes, whether your spirit is believing
in His promises! Nothing is concealed from His knowledge.

But His perfect knowledge of you is not a basis for vyour
terror - unless you reject His love and unless you refuse to
"rest” from all your own self-righteous works so that you may
"rest” in His altogether adeguate grace. He who knows vyou
perfectly is the same one who loves you infinitely. Because
of Jesus' atoning sacrifice on the cross, Jesus has "built a
bridge" between unholy man and the Holy Father. Every sinner
now has access through Jesus to the Father's "throne of
grace," where he can confess his sins and receive mercy and
forgiveness, and where he can commit his problems and receive
wisdom and guidance, and where he can surrender his weaknesses
and receive strength and endurance!

The God who initiates - provides rest for the weary soul - is
the God who evaluates - scrutinizes the response of man to His
offer - and is the God who sympathizes - enables the humble to
be forgiven and the weak to be strengthened! He initiates, He
evaluates, He enables! What a God of grace, and justice, and

mercy!

"Just as I am, without one plea,

But that Thy blood was shed for me,
And that Thou bidd'st me come to Thee,
O Lamb of God, I come! I come!

Just as I am, Thou wilt receive,

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
Because Thy promise I believe,

O Lamb of God, I come! I come!"
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HEBREWS

"REST' FOR THE PEOPLE OF GOD!

QUESTTIONS

1.

In light of life's troubles and of God's promises, do you
believe that a Christian could accurately be called a
"Positive Realist"? Why or why not?

If God has promised "Soul-Rest" to believers (verse 1),
then why are there so many believers today who seem to be
"weighed down" with 1life's burdens, anxiety-ridden,
worry-worn, crushed with sorrows, insecure among people,
terrorized by the fear of the unknown, frayed in nerves,
distracted in mind, disillusioned in spirit?

Even though the author of Hebrews affirmed the fact of
God's present available “rest' for all believers, what
was his great concern and fear, as expressed in Hebrews
4:17

Examine your own heart and check any one of the following
which describes an area in your life where you need to
find "Soul-Rest" from God:
a. Rest from the burden of sin.
b. Rest from the vain striving of a divided
heart.
c. Rest from the anxiety of a guilty conscience.
d. Rest from the distractions of double-
mindedness.
e. Rest from the nagging fears of an unknown
future.
Rest from the tumults of unfulfilled desires.
-Rest from the loneliness of lost friends.
Rest from the futile striving of self-
righteous attempts to please God.
i. Rest from the despair of a purposeless
philosophy of life and an endless search for
truth. '

TQ

It is true that man cannot earn or purchase or deserve
God's gift of rest (peace); it is a gift from God.
Nevertheless, it is also true that God never gives His
rest indiscriminately or automatically to a person.
There are certain conditions to be met, if God's promise
of rest is to be fulfilled. Give your explanation and
description of each of the following conditions that one
must meet, in order to enjoy the "Rest' of God:
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10.

a. Give Attention To God's Promise (verse 1)

b. Make Every Effort To Enter God's Rest (verse
11)

Rest From His Own Work (verses 9,10)
Personally Receive The Message By Faith
(verse 2)

a0

What is the difference between the legitimate effort
(work) that one must exert as a necessary prerequisite to
enter into God's Soul-Rest (verse 11), and the
illegitimate and futile work from which one must “rest!
if he is to enjoy God's rest (verses 9-10)7?

Give your comments and explanation of the following
statement: "We must rest from seeking to work out a
righteousness of our own, and surrender instead to Christ
and allow Christ to clothe us with His own garments of
righteousness." (Note Hebrews 4:9-10; Romans 3:20; Titus
3:4-7)

After observing the following simple chart, tell at what
point a person becomes a true Christian believer, rather
than simply a "nominal Christian”:

To _hear the message of God with the ears.

To believe the message of God with the mind.
To commit to the message of God with the will.
To follow the message of God with the life.

QLOTO

From your observation of life in general or from your
knowledge of the Scriptures in specific, give an example
of a person or a group of persons that demonstrate the
truth of the following statement: "Just as one can read
about swimming and yet not swim, and just as one can know
about marriage and yet not be married, so it is possible
to know about God and yet not know God." (Note Hebrews
4:2; James 2:19)

Share from your own personal experience how you came to
a true conversion experience, as a result of the
following conditions having been met in vyour life:

"Listening to God's message with the ears, must change
the attitudes of the mind, and must soften the affections
of the heart, and must change the direction of the will.™
To what extent must one's mind and heart and will be

changed, before he has a legitimate basis to claim
personal assurance of Christian Conversion?
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11.

12.

13.

14,

15.

If it was God's will that all Israelites who left Egypt,
enter the Promised Land of Canaan, why in reality did
nearly all the adult Israelites die in the wilderness?
(Note Hebrews 4:6)

What is the difference between God's "Perfect Will" and
God's" Permissive Will," and how does the exercise of
man's "Free Will" influence "God's Will"? (Note 2 Peter
3:9) How can God be "Sovereign" and, at the same time,
allow man the creature, to exercise "free will" and thus
to determine his own "eternal destiny"?

Tell with what degree of conviction you believe the
following statements:

"With every opportunity given, there is a
corresponding accountability that is required! The
God who is merciful in His lavish offer of grace,
is the same God who is strict in His
accountability, and who is accurate in His scrutiny
of man's moral response to His divine offers."

With a consideration of Hebrews 4:12 in nmind, ive
illustrations of the penetrating power of God's Word
which is capable of:

(a) Discerning Man's physical life (soul life),
with the passions of the body (I Corinthians 10:6-
8).

(b) Discerning Man's spiritual 1life (spirit of
man) with it's faith or lack of faith in the unseen
God.

(c) Discerning Man's emotional life (affection of
man) with it's gratitude or ingratitude for God's
dealings in his life.

(d) Discerning Man's intellectual life (thoughts
of man) with it's God-centered pattern of thinking
or it's self-centered philosophy of secularism.

Is God's omniscience (i.e., His ability to know all and
to see all things) a reason for a great terror or for

- great comfort to the follower of Christ? Why? (Note

Hebrews 4:14) (Note Psalms 139:7-8, 10-12, 23-24)

When you consider the conditions of your "Home life", how
do you personally respond (or react) to the following
statement:

"God is the Unseen Guest at Every Table,
The Silent Listener to Every Conversation."
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

23.

24.

In light of the fact that there seems to be a natural
tendency for humans to judge each other, does it give you
great comfort to realize that God perfectly knows all of
your thoughts and motives and intentions and desires and
secret plans? (Note Hebrews 4:13 and Matthew 7:1-2 and
I Samuel 16:7)

Tell to what extent you believe the following statement
accurately states the truth regarding the treatment of
God towards all persons: "God exercises not only justice
in His righteous punishment of those who refuse to obey
Him, but He also manifests mercy to those who, in spite
of all their weaknesses and sins, are humble and contrite
and broken in their hearts." Have you ever noticed how
God is both very kind and very severe in His treatment of
people? (Note Romans 11:22)

How does the fact that God's Throne is a "Throne of
grace", affect your thinking and attitudes as you come to
God in prayer? (Hebrews 4:16)

How can the vast separation between the Holy God and
sinful man be bridged? Through what means can heaven's
treasures be delivered to earth's paupers? (Note Hebrews
4:14)

Why is Jesus, our Great High Priest, unusually
sympathetic towards weak and sinful humanity? (Note
Hebrews 4:15)

So far from Jesus' spiritual battles with temptation
being easier, His battles were immeasurably harder than
man's battles. Why?

There is no one who understands mankind as well or who is
better gqualified to approach the Father's throne in
behalf of mankind, than Jesus Christ. Why?

What did Jesus accomplish in His life, His death, and His
resurrection that resulted in making God's Throne a
"Throne of grace" rather than a "throne of terrifying
judgment"? ‘

Why is it not an act of human folly and presumption for

believers to approach the Father's throne "Boldly"?
(Hebrews 4:16)
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25.

Give an illustration from vyour own life which
demonstrates the truth of the following statement: "At
the right time,in the right way, and with the right
measure, our merciful and understanding and lavish God
gives us what we need." Check the following ones which
especially apply to vyou:

(a) Forgiveness for our guilt,

(b) Joy for our sorrow,

(c) Encouragement for our despair,
(d) Guidance for our confusion,
(e) Friendship for our loneliness,
(f) Healing for our hurts,

(g) Strength for our weaknesses,
(h) Plenty for our poverty.
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HEBREWS
OUR PERFECT HIGH PRIEST

OUTLINE

SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 5:1-10; 7:1-28

INTRODUCTION: There is a gigantic gulf which separates man
from God. Is there any “bridge' available to span that gulf,
to provide a way by which man can be reconciled to Almighty
God? Yes! A resounding Yes! Jesus is that “bridge' to span
the gulf between unholy man and the Holy God!

PROPOSITION: Jesus is the Perfect High Priest! A priest is
a "bridge-builder" - one who builds a “bridge' to span the
gulf which sin has caused! Hebrews 5 and Hebrews 7 describes
the reasons why Jesus is the Perfect High Priest.

I. Chosen By God (5:1,4-6)

II. Compassionate Towards Men (5:2,7)

III. Obedience Through Suffering (5:8)

IV. Source 0Of Eternal Salvation (5:9:;7:25)

V. Permanent In QOffice (5:6,10; 7:1-3, 20-24)

VI. Guarantee O0f A Better Covenant (7:4-19,22)

VII. Blameless In Character (7:26-28)

CONCLUSION: Jesus is the Perfect High Priest - the altogether
adequate “bridge' to span the gap between you as a sinner and
the Holy God!
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HEBREWS
"OUR PERFECT HIGH PRIEST"
SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 5:1-10; 7:1-28

INTRODUCTION: Recently I heard of an older person - a person
in his middle 80's - who confessed to a friend who was seeking
to lead him to Christ as Savior, that he felt he had done too
many “bad things' in his life for God ever to forgive him!
The younger person who was witnessing to this older person
tried to reassure him that God is willing to forgive anyone,
because of what Jesus did on the cross.

Have you ever felt that the gulf between you and God was so
great that there was not a long enough “bridge' to span that
gulf? Have you ever felt that your sins have separated you
from God, that your sins have hidden God's face from you so
that God would not hear you? (Note Isaiah 59:2)

Man seeks the presence of God, for man feels alienated from
God. There is a gigantic gulf which separates man from God.
Is there any "bridge' available to span that gulf, to provide
a way by which man can be reconciled to Almighty God? Yes!
A resounding Yes! The writer of Hebrews declares that Jesus
is that "bridge' to span the gulf between unholy man and the
Holy God!

PROPOSITION: Jesus is the Perfect High Priest! A priest is
a "bridge-builder" - one who builds a “bridge' to span the
gulf which sin has caused!

Hebrews 5 and Hebrews 7 describe the reasons why Jesus is the
Perfect High Priest.

1. CHOSEN BY GOD (Hebrews 5:1,4-5)

Hebrews 5:1 says, "Every High Priest is selected from among
men and is appointed to represent them in matters related to
God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins.”

Just as the high priest of the 0ld Testament was selected, so
Jesus was selected by God. Jesus was called by God, just as

Aaron was selected by God (verse 4). Jesus alone is worthy of
presenting Himself as a fit sacrifice, without blemish and
without fault of any kind. "So Christ also did not take upon

himself the glory of becoming a high priest. But God said to
him, "You are my Son; today I have become your Father.'"
(verse 5)

The relationship between Jesus the Son and God the Father
could not be closer. The will of the Father was the will of
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the Son. Jesus did not come to the earth to become the High
Priest for mankind, out of force or obligation. He came
willingly, as a result of His love for His Father, motivated
by His compassion for lost mankind.

2. COMPASSIONATE TOWARDS MEN (Hebrews 5:2,7)

The priests of the 0ld Testament had to be compassionate, if
they were adequately to fulfill their duties as priests. That
is to say, they had to understand their fellow human beings,

in whose behalf they offered sacrifices. "He is able to deal
gently with those who are ignorant and are going astray, since
he himself is subject to weaknesses." (Verse 2)

In the case of the 01ld Testament priests, these religious
leaders had to offer sacrifices in behalf of themselves, for
they too, along with the people of Israel, were sinners. They
identified not only with the weaknesses, but also with the
sins of their fellow Israelites. They were no better morally
and spiritually than the common lot of the people whom they
served religiously. Separate in function because of their
appointed priestly duties, they were not separate, but
identical, in their spiritual needs. "This is why he (the
high priest) has to offer sacrifices for his own sins, as well
as for the sins of the people.” (Verse 3)

In a far greater way than the 01d Testament priests, Jesus
identified with the weaknesses and sins of mankind. In
contrast to the 0ld Testament priests, Jesus was holy, sinless
and separate from sinners in terms of His unique personhood
and His unique lifestyle (7:26).

But, even though Jesus never sinned, He knew what was involved
in the experience of suffering severe temptation and extreme
physical and spiritual privation. He is the sympathizing High
Priest because of His experiences of suffering in the Garden
of Gethsemane. "During the days of Jesus' life on earth, he
offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to
the one who could save him from death, and he was heard
because of his reverent submission." (Hebrews 5:7)

Jesus had to drink the "bitter cup" - i.e., He had to be
crucified - but, nevertheless, God heard Jesus' cries and
answered His prayer! A "No' answer is just as much an answer
from God as a “Yes' answer. God said "No, Jesus, I cannot
remove the "bitter cup' of death by crucifixion from you, for
if I did, the salvation of mankind would be impossible, but I
will give you strength to endure and grace to die on a cross,
so that the work of salvation for mankind can be
accomplished!"
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Jesus was given strength to submit to the Father rather than
to rebel against the Father's call to suffer on a cruel cross.
It was because of Jesus' "reverent submission" to the Father's
will that He was able to go to the cross without bitterness.
Jesus did not curse His enemies, nor did He reject His Father,
while He was dying on the cross. Another reason why He is the
Perfect High Priest!

What a Compassionate Priest - one who understands mankind,
because He Iidentifies with mankind at the deepest level.
Jesus became the "Sin Bearer"!

3. OBEDIENCE THROUGH SUFFERING (Hebrews 5:8)

"Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he
suffered."” (5:8)

It was through the death of Jesus that the purpose, for which
Jesus came into the world, was accomplished and fulfilled. He
was born to die, and when He died, He accomplished much. He
appeased God's wrath against sin, He satisfied God's justice
by taking the penalty of sin upon Himself, He demonstrated
God's eternal love for unworthy sinners, He made it possible
for lost mankind to be saved.

This statement in Hebrews 5:8 ( "He learned obedience from what
he suffered"”) does not mean that Jesus was disobedient and
therefore had to learn to be obedient to the Father, through
the Father's infliction of punishment on Jesus. No! Jesus
was always obedient to the Father's will, but Jesus, through
His suffering in Gethsemane and on the Cross, experienced the
"highest cost" of obedience. Obedience is seldom, if ever,
easy, but the obedience that Jesus had to exercise, by bearing
the sins of the world in His sacrificial death, 1is the
obedience that none can come even close to matching! His
reverent submission to the Father's will and His extreme
demonstration of obedience in drinking the "bitter cup" of
Calvary's suffering - these are further reasons why Jesus is
the Perfect High Priest!

4. SOURCE OF ETERNAL SALVATION (Hebrews 5:9; 7:25)

"And, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal
salvation for all who obey him." (Hebrews 5:9)

How was Jesus perfected? Was He not already perfect? Yes, in
terms of His sinless character, Jesus was perfect throughout
His lifetime. “Perfection' in this context means "realize the
purpose for which He came." In other words, after Jesus died
on the cross to fulfill the redemptive mission for which He
came to earth, Jesus was able to offer the forgiveness of sins
" to a lost race, to offer eternal salvation to all!
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When Jesus forgives, He forgives everything, for time and for
eternity! His salvation is "eternal salvation." Safety in
time and in eternity! What a glorious promise and provision!
"With Christ a man is safe for ever and for ever. There are
no circumstances, conceivable o; inconceivable, that can pluck
a man from the hand of Christ. (Barclay's Hebrews; pzgs 7.

Because of the "Finished Work" of Christ on the Cross, there
is the gift of eternal life which is offered to every person!
To whom is this gift of life and safety and eternal salvation
given? Hebrews 5:9 tells us that this salvation is "for all
who obey him."

The gift of eternal salvation is for all, but it is not given
indiscriminately or automatically to anyone! There is a
contingency! Just as Jesus was approved of the Father because
of His obedience in accepting the "bitter cup" of Calvary, so
we must follow Christ obediently if we are to receive the gift
of eternal life! There is no life in heaven for anyone,
independent of Christ, for He is the Source of eternal 1life,
based on the fact of His sacrificial death. Christ is the
Source of eternal life, and obedient people are the Recipients
of eternal life.

It is only those who choose to come to God through Jesus who
will be "saved completely." Note Hebrews 7:25 - "Therefore he
is able to save completely those who come to God through him,
because he always lives to intercede for them."

Why is Jesus the Perfect High Priest? Because He suffered
most. Because He alone provided the basis for God to forgive
sinful men through His atoning blood. Because He always lives
to make intercession before the Holy Father for unworthy men!

5. PERMANENT IN OFFICE (Hebrews 5:6,10; 7:1-3, 20-24)

"And God says in another place, “You are priest forever, in
the order of Melchizedek.'" (Hebrews 5:6)

Jesus was "designated by God to be high priest in the order of
Melchizedek. This Melchizedek was king of Salem and priest of
God Most High. He met Abraham returning from the defeat of
the kings and blessed him, and Abraham gave him a tenth of
everything. First, this name means “king of righteousness’';
then also, “king of Salem' means “king of peace.' Without
father or mother, without genealogy, without beginning of days
or end of 1life, like the Son of God he remains a priest
forever."” (Hebrews 5:10; 7:1-3)

The mystical and strange story of Melchizedek is recorded in
Genesis 14:17-20
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After Abram returned from defeating Kedorlaomer and the
kings allied with him, the king of Sodom came out to meet
him in the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King's Valley).
Then Melchizedek, king of Salem brought out bread and
wine, He was priest of God Most High, and he blessed
Abram saying, Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator
of heaven and earth. And blessed be God Most High, who
delivered your enemies into your hand." Genesis 14:17-20

This King of Salem suddenly appears "out of the blue" on the
stage of history, and he leaves about as guickly! "We are
told of no time when Melchizedek began his priesthood, and of
no time when he ended it; we are told of no time when he was

born and of no time when he died. Therefore it is to be
deduced that Melchizedek had no beginning and has no end; and
that his priesthood lasts for ever and ever." (Barclay's

Hebrews; page 72) -

"In these respects he was like to Jesus Christ, who, as to his
Godhead, had neither father nor mother, beginning of time nor
end of days; and has an everlasting priesthood.” (Clark's
Commentary on Hebrews; page 732)

Jesus is the Perfect High Priest, for His office as Priest is
from generation to generation, through the ages. In fact, it
is permanent, because Jesus is eternal! "Now there were many
of those priests, since death prevented them from continuing
in office; but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent
priesthood." (Hebrews 7:23,24) Hebrews 7:20-21 tells us that
Jesus became a priest as a result of an oath from God. "A
thing which God confirms by an oath must be something so
utterly unchangeable that it is woven into the very fibre of
the universe and must remain for ever." (Barclay's Hebrews;
page 85)

6. GUARANTEE OF A BETTER COVENANT (Hebrews 7::4-19,22)

Just think how great he was: Even the patriarch Abraham
gave him a tenth of the plunder! Now the law requires
the descendants of Levi who become priests to collect a
tenth from the people - that is, their brothers - even
though their brothers are descended from Abraham. This
man, however, did not trace his descent from Levi, yet he
collected a tenth from Abraham and blessed him who had
the promises. And without doubt the lesser person lis
blessed by the greater. In the one case, the tenth is
collected by men who die; but in the other case, by him
who is declared to be living. One might even say that
Levi, who collects the tenth, paid the tenth through
Abraham, because when Melchizedek met Abraham, Levi was
still in the body of his ancestor.
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If perfection could have been attained through the
Levitical priesthood (for on the basis of it the law was
given to the people), why was there still need for
another priest to come - one in the order of Melchizedek,
not in the order of Aaron? For when there is a change of
the priesthood, there must also be a change of the law.
He of whom these things are said belonged to a different
tribe, and no one from that tribe has ever served at the
altar. For it is clear that our Lord descended from
Judah, and in regard to that tribe Moses said nothing
about priests. And what we have said is even more clear
If another priest like Melchizedek appears, one who has
become a priest not on the basis of a regulation as to
his ancestry but on the basis of the power of an
indestructible life. For it declared: '"You are a priest
forever, 1in the order of Melchizedek." The former
regulation is set aside because it was weak and useless
(for the law made nothing perfect), and a better hope is
introduced, by which we draw near to God. Because of
this oath, Jesus has become the guarantee of a better
covenant. Hebrews 7:4-19,22.

Another reason why Jesus is a Perfect High Priest is this:
Jesus replaced the 0ld Covenant of Law with the New Covenant
of Grace. This fact is explained in a unigque and creative
way. The preeminence of Melchizedek's priesthood over the
Levitical priesthood is affirmed very strongly. Melchizedek
represents Christ and the way of grace. Just as Melchizedek
is the king of righteousness and peace, with no record of
beginning or ending, and just as Melchizedek had a personal
priesthood based on character and not based on genealogical
inheritance, so Christ's priesthood 1is a priesthood of
righteousness and peace, and is without end (eternal), based
on the character of His person rather than on inheritance from
the tribe of Levi.

Abrzham, in whose body dwelt the very seed from which Levi
would come, paid tithes to Melchizedek. Because the lesser
always pays tithes to the greater, this principle means that
Levi (representing all the 0l1d Testament priesthood, including
Aaron the High Priest who would come many vyears later) is
subservient to and less than Melchizedek (who represents the
Lord Jesus Christ and the New covenant of grace which Christ
established). Thus, it is an amazing, even though strange,
way of saying this: "Law submits to Grace, Levi submits to
Melchizedek, the temporary priesthood of Aaron submits to the
permanent priesthood of Christ, the lesser gives way to the
greater, the priesthood which is based on genealogy is
replaced by the priesthood which is based on character, the
priesthood of the 0l1d Testament which is based on the endless
repetition of sacrifices is replaced by the one Great High
Priest of the New Testament whose all-sufficient sacrifice of
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Himself was given once-and-for-all, never to be repeated! It
can further be said that the tribe of Judah produced a
descendant, namely, Jesus Christ, the Great High Priest, who
is much greater than the tribe of Levi which produced Aaron,
the great high priest of the 01d Testament. "The 01d
Testament law was definite that all priests must belong to the
tribe of Levi; they must be descendants of Aaron; but Jesus
belonged to the tribe of Judah. Therefore, the very fact that
He is the supreme priest means that the law is canceled; it is
wiped out....The whole paraphernalia of the sacrificial and
ceremonial law is wiped out in the priesthood of Jesus."
(Barclay's Hebrews; page 84)

Another way that the superiority of Jesus' New Covenant of
Grace over the 0l1ld Covenant of Law is shown is found in
Hebrews 7:6b-7; Melchizedek "blessed him (Abraham) who had the
pbromises, and without doubt the lesser person is blessed by
the greater."” Abraham, in whose body was the seed of Levi and
of Aaron and of all the 0ld Testament priests, represents the
entire 0ld Testament's inadequate system of sacrifice, which
is lesser than (inferior to) the all-together adequate way of
grace, introduced by Christ who is represented by Melchizedek
in the 01l1d Testament.

Why is Jesus our Perfect High Priest? Because He alone could
guarantee a better covenant, covenant of grace which replaced
the covenant of law! "Christ can guarantee forever the
success of this new and better arrangement." (Hebrews 7:22,
Living Bible)

7. BLAMELESS IN CHARACTER (Hebrews 7:26-28)

Jesus' priesthood is based on the perfection of His holy
character, not upon the ¢genealogical inheritance of his
office, as was the case in the 01ld Testament Levitical
priesthood. Jesus is our Perfect High Priest because His
character is righteous altogether. "He is, therefore, exactly
the kind of High Priest we need; for he is holy and blameless,
unstrained by sin, undefiled by sinners, and to him has been
given the place of honor in heaven. He never needs the daily
blood of animal sacrifices, as other priests did, to cover
over first their own sins and then the sins of the people; for
he finished a&all sacrifices, once and for all, when he
sacrificed himself on the cross. Under the old system, even
the high priests were weak and sinful men who could not keep
from doing wrong, but later God appointed by his oath his Son
who is perfect forever.” (Hebrews 7:26-28, Living Bible)

Jesus, the Sinless High Priest, shed His own blood for sinful
mankind. So the Priest became the Sacrifice! Because of His
righteous character, His sacrifice became substitutionary.
That is, He died in the place of sinful man. Therefore, God
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accepts sinners, not on the basis of their own "righteousness'
(for man has no righteousness), but on the basis of Christ's

righteousness! "The o0ld covenant was based on man's
achievement; the new covenant is based on God's love."
(Barclay's Hebrews; page 86) It is Jesus' perfect, sinless

character which makes Jesus' sacrifice of Himself meritorious
and effective in the sight of God the Father.

Jesus 1is sinless in His character, effective in His atoning
sacrifice of Himself for sinful mankind, and forever caring in
His permanent ministry of intercession before the Father for
weak mankind! His office as the Sinless High Priest abides

eternally!

CONCLUSION: Jesus is our Perfect High Priest! None compares
with Jesus, for none is capable of giving access to the
Father's presence except Jesus.

Jesus is Perfect as a High Priest for several reasons: (1)
He was chosen by God; (2) He was totally compassionate

towards men; (3) He learned better than anyone else the true
meaning of obedience - the gbedience to the Father which cost
Him the agonizing suffering of the Cross of Calvary; (4) He
alone is the source of eternal salvation for lost mankind; (5)
He alone is permanent (eternal) in His office as High Priest,
not subject to death or to change; (6) He is the guarantee
of a better covenant - the covenant of grace which replaces
the covenant of law; (7) He alone is blameless in character,
the only worthy and sinless sacrifice to present to the Holy
God in behalf of sinful mankind.

Jesus is the Perfect High Priest - the altogether adequate
“bridge' to span the gap between you as a sinner and the Holy
God!
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HEBREWS

"OUR PERFECT HIGH PRIEST"

QUESTIONS

1.

Have you ever personally known anyone who felt that his
sins were so great that God could not forgive him? If
so, how would you counsel such a person? (Note I Timothy
2:3-6)

According to Hebrews 5:5, by what authority does Jesus
exercise the office of Great High Priest?

If, according to Hebrews 7:26, Jesus was "separate from
sinners" while He was on earth, how could Jesus be also
closely identified with sinners and empathetic towards
sinners as the Perfect High Priest? (Note Hebrews 5:1-7)

With what attitude did Jesus accept His difficult
“assignment' from the Father to go to the Cross? How can
such an attitude help vou to cope with vour trials?
(Note Hebrews 5:7)

If it 1is true (as it is true) that Jesus was never
disobedient to the Father's will, tell what the following
statement means regarding the obedience of Jesus -
"Although he (Jesus) was a Son, he learned obedience from
what he suffered" (Hebrews 5:8).

Could Jesus be the "Source of Eternal Salvation" for lost
mankind if He had not been first "perfected”" through His
death on the Cross? Why or why not? (Note Hebrews 5:9)

If the "Finished Work" of Christ on the Cross resulted in
the universal offer of the gift of eternal salvation to
all mankind, then why can't all persons automatically
receive that divine gift-? (Note Hebrews 5:9) Who,
according to Hebrews 7:25, will be "saved completely"?

According to Genesis 14:17-20, who was Melchizedek? In
what ways was Melchizedek a symbol or type of Jesus
Christ?

What significance is there in the fact that God confirmed

with an "Oath" that Jesus should be the Great High Priest
for mankind? (Note Hebrews 7:20-21)
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Tell how the preeminence of Melchizedek's priesthood over
the Levitical priesthood 1is demonstrated by the two
following principles:

(a) The lesser pays honor to the greater when the
former pays a tithe to the latter. (Note Hebrews
7:6)

(b) The lesser person is blessed by the greater
person (Note Hebrews 7:7).

With a consideration of Hebrews 7:4-22 in your mind, do
you believe the following statements accurately describe
the preeminence of Melchizedek's priesthood over the
priesthood of Levi? - "Law submits to Grace, Levi submits
to Melchizedek, the temporary priesthood of Aaron submits
to the permanent priesthood of Christ, the lesser gives
way to the greater, the priesthood which is based on
genealogy is replaced by the priesthood which is based on
character, the priesthood of the 0ld testament which is
based on the endless repetition of sacrifices is replaced
by the Great High Priest of the New Testament whose all-
sufficient sacrifice of Himself was given once-and-for-
all, the descendant of the tribe of Judah (Jesus Christ)
is far greater than the descendants of the tribe of Levi
(the 0Ild Testament priests, dincluding Aaron the High
Priest).”

Why, according to Hebrews 7:26-28, is the blamelessness
(sinlessness) of Jesus the basis of Jesus' all-sufficient
atonement for man's sins? Why was it necessary for Jesus
to be truly Man (human) (Hebrews 5:7) and, at the same
time, truly Divine (sinless) (Hebrews 7:26) in order to
provide the perfect sacrifice for man's sins?

Of the following seven reasons which are given to prove
that Jesus is the Perfect High Priest, check the reasons
that are most significant to vyou:

(1) He was chosen by God (Hebrews 5:1,4,5)

(2) He was totally compassionate towards Men
(Hebrews 5:2,7)

(3) He learned better than anvone else the true
meaning of obedience - the obedience to the
Father which cost Him the agonizing
suffering of the Cross.

(4) He alone is the source of eternal salvation
for lost mankind.

(5) He alone is permanent (eternal) in His
office as High Priest, not subject to
death or to change.
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14.

(6) He is the guarantee of a better covenant -
the covenant of grace which replaces the
covenant of law.

(7) He alone is blameless in character, the
only worthy and sinless sacrifice to
present to the Holy God in behalf of
sinful mankind.

Based on a serious study of Hebrews 5:1-10 and Hebrews
7:1-28, what response would you give to a person who
claims that there are "many ways to reach God", that
Jesus is only one of many alternative “bridges' to God"?
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CHAPTER 8

THE CALL TO CHRISTIAN MATURITY

HEBREWS 5:11 - 6:3



HEBREWS
THE CALL TO CHRISTIAN MATURITY!

OUTLINE

SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 5:11 - 6:3

INTRODUCTION: Progress demands that we leave behind the
elementary teachings and go forward into more advanced
teachings. To advance beyond the basics into the deeper
levels of learning is never easy. But, in spite of the
challenges that are always involved in progress, those
challenges are worthwhile, for the tragedy of arrested growth
is great indeed!

PROPOSITION: Every earnest believer must accept the call to
continued progress in the Christian 1life. Maturity of
thinking and maturity in living must be the goal of every
sincere Christian!

I. THE CHALLENGE OF DEEPER LEARNING (5:11)

Because Of The Breadth Of Knowledge In Christianity
Because Of The Depth Of Knowledge In Christianity
Because Of The Type 0f Knowledge In Christianity
Because Of The Indolence And Pride 0Of Man

Because Of The Distractions Of Life

OO Wi

II. THE TRAGEDY OF ARRESTED GROWTH (5:12-14)
A. Immature Students Rather Than Mature Teachers (verse
12)
B. Rudimentary Knowledge Of Law Rather Than Deep
Spiritual Experience Of Justifying Faith (verse 13)
C. Childish Inexperience Rather Than Mature Moral
Development (verse 14)

III. THE CALL TO CONTINUED PROGRESS (6:1-3)
a. The Call To Advance (6:1-2)
B. The Determination To Advance (verse 3)

CONCLUSION: He who calls you to maturity in thinking and in
lifestyle, is he who will enable you to become, in reality, a
mature follower of Christ. Lay aside your slothfulness and
your fears and your pride and your distractions, and determine
to "go on to maturity"!
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HEBREWS
THE CALL TO CHRISTIAN MATURITY!
SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 5:11-6:3
INTRODUCTION: Suppose you had a goal of building your own
house, and suppose you had laid the foundation of the house

and then came one morning with the full intention of starting
to build the superstructure of the house.

How would you feel if you came to the job site, only to find
out the foundation had been destroyed during the night, and
that you had to start all over again to rebuild the
foundation? After rebuilding the foundation, you came again
and planned to start constructing the superstructure, only to
find that again the foundation had been destroyed! Suppose
this story was repeated, over and over again. Every time you
came to the site with plans to build the superstructure, you
found that the foundation had to be relaid! What frustration!
A sense of futility would overtake you!

The author of Hebrews writes to the Jewish believers: "So,
then, let us leave elementary teaching about Christ behind us,
and let us be borne onwards to full maturity; for we cannot go
on laying the foundations all the time." (Hebrews 6:1,
Barclay's Translation)

"Progress would be impossible if we had to start all over
again at the beginning every time." (Barclay's Hebrews; page
51)

What teacher would want to start at the beginning every time
she came before her class? Progress demands that we leave
behind the elementary teachings, and go forward into more
advanced teachings.

PROPOSITION: To advance beyond the basics into the deeper
levels of learning is never easy. But, in spite of the
challenges that are always involved in progress, those
challenges are worthwhile, for the tragedy of arrested growth
is great indeed! Every earnest believer must accept the call
to continued progress in the Christian life. Maturity in
thinking and maturity in living must be the goal of every
sincere Christian!

Let us look at (1) The Challenge of Deeper Learning (5:11);
(2) The Tragedy of Arrested Growth (5:12-14); (3) The Call
To Continued Progress (6:1-3).
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I. THE CHALLENGE OF DEEPER LEARNING (5:11)

To go beyond the basics into the deeper truths of Christianity
is never easy! There is so much to learn about God, and
Christ, and Man, and the Ways and Word and Will of God!

After giving basic information about the person and the work
of Jesus Christ, and about the preeminence of Christ over the
angels and over the prophets and over Moses and over Abraham
and over the o0ld covenant, the writer to the Hebrews feels
that he would like to say so much more to these believers. He
wants them to "leave the shores" of basic Christian teaching
and to "launch out into the deep waters" of more profound

truth. However, he recognizes that the ones to whom he is
writing have a serious problem. "We have much to say about
this, but it 1is hard to explain because you are. slow to
learn. " (Verse 11, NIV). "There is a great deal that we

should like to say about this high priesthood, but it is not
easy to explain to you since you seem so slow to grasp
spiritual truth." (Verse 11, Phillips)

Why do some Christians, who should be mature, remain immature
in their understanding and infantile in their behavior? Why
is truth - the deeper truths of God and Man and Salvation - so
difficult to intellectually comprehend and to practically
implement? Why is deeper learning such a challenge? For
several reasons, some of which we can note.

A. Because of the Breadth of Knowledge in Christianity.

The scope of knowledge in Christianity is as broad as life
itself, for there is no part of life that is not the concern
of Christianity. Christianity has much to say about Man and
his nature, about God and his character, about Sin and its
conseguences, about Christ and His sacrifice, about the World
and its future, about Nature and its order, about _Salvation
and its conditions, about Death and its hereafter, about the
Revelation of God and its content, about the Church and its
mission, about Angels and their ministries, about Prayer and
its power, about Society and its institutions. The challenge
of Christianity and the difficulty of understanding the
teachings of Christianity lies partly in the fact that the
scope (or breadth) of Christianity is so great. Christianity
has something important to say about every so-called “branch'
of learning: about Man in his relationship to others

(Seciology), about Man in his relationship to himself
(Psychology), about Man in his relationship to things and
money (Economics), about Man in his relationship to his body
(Physiology), about Man in his relationship to ruling
authorities (Government), about Man in his relationship to the
world of matter (Science), about Man in his search for

ultimate meaning (Philosophy), about Man in his relationship
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to the past (History), about Man in his search for standards
(Religion).

The story of Christianity - its roots, its character, its
destiny - this story is a long and rather complicated story
which is all-inclusive in its scope.

B. Because of the Depth of Knowledge in Christianity

Not only is the story of Christianity long in its history and
broad in its scope, but the story of Christianity is difficult
to tell and difficult to grasp because of its profound depth.

Wrote Paul about the depth of God's truth: "Oh, the depth of
the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!
"Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his
counselor?'” (Romans 11:33-34)

"God' by definition is the Supreme Being who cannot be fully
grasped by a finite being. God says of Himself, "For my
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways.
As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts."
(Isaiah 55:8-9)

Wrote David, "How great are your works, O Lord, how profound

your thoughts!" (Psalms 92:5) "Great is the Lord and most
worthy of praise; his greatness no one can fathom." (Psalms
145:3)

"Can you fathom the mysteries of God? Can you probe the
limits of the Almighty? They are higher than the heavens -
what can you do? They are deeper than the depths of the grave
- what can you know? Their measure is longer than the earth
and wider than the sea.” (Job 11:7-9) "How great is God -
beyond our understanding!" (Job 36:26a)

"Though God has placed eternity in the hearts of men, even so,
man cannot see the whole scope of God's work from beginning to
end." (Ecclesiastes 3:11) "God's ways are as mysterious as
the pathway of the wind, and as the manner in which a human
spirit is infused into the little body of a baby while it is
yet in its mother's womb." (Ecclesiastes 11:5, Living Bible)

C. Because of the Type of Knowledge in Christianity

Another reason why some are "dull of hearing" is that their
ears are closed to the voice of God, their eyes are blinded to
the beauty of God, and their minds are shut to the truth of
God. The truths about God and Christ cannot be grasped as one
would grasp intellectual information about science or math.
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The knowledge of Christianity is a different type of knowledge
than the knowledge of the world.

Wrote Paul about this special type of spiritual knowledge:
"The man who isn't a Christian can't accept these thoughts
from God, which the Holy Spirit teaches us. They sound
foolish to him, because only those who have the Holy Spirit
within them can understand what the Holy Spirit means. Others
just can't take it in. But the spiritual man has insights
into everything, and that bothers and baffles the man of the
world, who can't understand him at all. How could he? For
certainly he has never been one to know the Lord's thoughts,
or to discuss them with him."” (I Corinthians 2:14-16, Living
Bible)

D. Because of the Indolence and Pride of Man

Why are so many "dull of hearing", shallow in understanding
spiritual truths? Because so many lack either diligence or

humility.

The slothful and the proud man will never know the depth of
spiritual knowledge which belongs to God and which is the gift
of God to only the earnest in effort and the teachable in

spirit,

The man who refuses to think and who is too lazy to search,
will never experience the joy of rich discoveries of God's
deeper truths. Diligent searching is one condition for
spiritual discoveries. Says the Lord, "You will seek me and
find me when you seek me with all your heart." (Jeremiah
29:13)

It is obedience from the heart that brings truth to the mind:
"Blessed are they who keep his statues and seek him with all
their heart." (Psalms 119:2)

Not only are an obedient will and a diligent mind conditions
for receiving deep spiritual truth, but a humble spirit is
also a condition. The proud and haughty are left in their
ignorance. The humble and teachable are given the treasures
of God's knowledge! Those who think they "Know it all' really
know very 1little! Receptiveness must be combined with
diligence if one ever expects to receive the gift of God's
wisdom. Just as a son carefully listens to his father's
instructions, so a believer must humble himself before the
Lord of Heaven if he wishes to know "God's secrets.”

E. Because of the Distractions of Life

Not only is it necessary for diligence to replace indolence,
and for humility to replace pride, but there is need for
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solitude to replace distractions if one is to become the glad
recipient of the deep mysteries of God's Word! Deep truths
are usually learned in the places of gquiet solitude and
through the undisturbed concentration of serious meditation.

Why are too many professing believers, as in the case of the
Hebrew believers, slow to grasp spiritual truths, dull in
hearing? Not only because God's knowledge is profound in
depth and broad in scope and spiritual in nature, but because
so many are failing to be diligent in their search, and humbly
receptive in their attitudes, and undisturbed in their
solitude. 1In His parable of the Four Soils, Jesus said, "The
thorny ground represents the hearts of people who listen to
the Good News and receive it, but all too guickly the
attractions of this world and the delights of wealth, and the
search for success and lure of nice things come in and crowd
out God's message from their hearts, so that no crop 1is
produced.” (Mark 4:18-19, Living Bible)

How can any believer expect to discover the deeper truths of
God's Word if he is not willing to spend much time alone in
gquiet solitude and in deep meditation and in earnest prayer?
Can a person become an accomplished pianist by spending 5
minutes each day in practice? Can a runner become strong and
fast by spending only a few minutes each day in practice? Can
a believer become wise in the things of God if he has no time
alone with God, free from the noise and distractions and
attractions of the world?

Notes one person, "It is quite natural and inevitable that if
we spend 16 hours daily of our waking life in thinking about
the affairs of the world, and five minutes in thinking about
God, this world will seem 200 times more real to us than God."

Why have the ears of some believers become dull to spiritual

truths? Because they have allowed the attractions and
distractions of the world to take their attention away from
God. They no longer hear the "still, small voice" of God!

The clamor of the world's noises has deafened them to the
sound of God's voice! Says the Lord, "Be still and know that
I am God." In the guietness of solitude and meditation, the
seeking heart and the open mind will hear from God!

II. THE TRAGEDY OF ARRESTED GROWTH (5:12-14)

There is a "high cost" that one must pay if he, as a believer,
is to become wise in his understanding, sensitive in his
spirit, discerning in his judgment, mature in his Christian
walk. Because God, by nature, is in many ways in
comprehensible, and because Man, by nature, tends to be
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materialistically-minded rather that spiritually-sensitive, it
is most challenging to become a truly mature Christian, both
in thinking and in behavior.

The writer to these Hebrew Christians bewailed the fact that
they were far from being fully mature in their faith. He
affirmed them for the limited progress that they had made in
the Christian life, but he sadly noted that their spiritual
growth had become arrested. They were still children
(drinking milk) when they should presently be adults (eating
meat). "It was to reclaim these Hebrews from backsliding, and
preserve them from total apostasy, that this epistle was
written."” (Clarke's Commentary; Hebrews; page 721)

A. Immature Students Rather Than Mature Teachers (verse 12)

"Though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need
someone to teach you the elementary truths of God's word all
over again. You need milk, not solid food!” (5:12)

There is no judgment against young, new believers who, of
course, are only able at first to digest milk instead of meat.
But, if a person is 20 or 30 years old, and is unable to
digest meat and must be only on & milk (liquid) diet, everyone
knows that something is seriously wrong! "There are
Christians in whose faith there has been no development for
thirty or forty or fifty or sixty years....They are grown men
and women and yet they insist on remaining content with the
religious development of a child." (Barclay's Hebrews; page
49) ‘

Such immature believers have little intellectual knowledge of
God's Word; they are Biblically illiterate. They have little
practical experience; they are living more like worldly people
than like mature followers of Christ. They have heard the
message often, but they have been dull in hearing; i.e., they
have been witless, senseless, forgetful, imperceptive,
lethargic. Ever hearing the Word, but failing to practice the
truths of the Gospel! Thus, even though they have been
professing Christians for many vyears, they are still at the
elementary level of knowledge. Like beginning students,
rather than like authoritative, experienced teachers!

B. Rudimentarv Knowledge of Law Rather Than Deep Spiritual
Experience of Justifving Faith (5:13)

"Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, 1is not
acquainted with the teaching about righteousness."” (Verse 13)

The Hebrew Christians, to whom this epistle was first written,
were only partially acguainted with the ways of Christ, with
the method of salvation which Christ made possible through His
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death. They were apparently too law-oriented instead of
grace-oriented. Converted in their souls from the bondage of
sin, and partly aware of the meaning of righteousness through
faith in Jesus Christ, thev nevertheless were still unskilled
in their experiential Lknowledge of the doctrine of
justification. Very little knowledge and understanding of the
deeper meaning of the sacrificial death of the promised
Messiah. More knowledgeable of the doctrines of 0ld Testament
Law, rather than full of wisdom because of long meditation
upon the majesty and mysteries of New Testament Grace.

Conversion to Christ in the soul can take place guickly, but
deep knowledge in the mind and mature wisdom in the inner
spirit takes much time and thought and discussion and
practical obedience. It is still possible for a believer to
be more law-oriented than grace-oriented, more ritualistically
-oriented than spiritually-oriented, more given to thoughtless
routine in religious practice than given to delightful
spontaneity in new spiritual adventures. There are still 01d
Testament type Christians, arrested in their growth, afraid to
venture into new discoveries in the spirit, endlessly
repeating the basic ideas of Christianity by rote memory
rather than "launching out into the depths" of more profound
theological ideas. Satisfied with endlessly repeating basic
religious creeds, rather than exploring the deeper treasures
of exciting concepts that are life-transforming! Arrested
spiritual growth - how tragic! Baby Christians who have never
grown up. ’

C. Childish Inexperience Rather Than Mature Moral Development
(verse 14).

"But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have
trained themselves to distinguish good from evil." (Verse 14;
NIV)

"You will never be able to eat solid spiritual food and
understand the deeper things of God's Word until you become
better Christians and learn right from wrong by practicing
doing right." (Verse 14; Living Bible)

The beginning piano student knows only a little about music,
is able only to play simple tunes with a few notes. It is
only the experienced, accomplished musician who has studied
music theory and who has mastered the difficult Bach-type
music that can sensitively discern the difference between
notes which are very similar.

There is no substitute for practice and for experience. The
more one studies a certain branch of learning, the more
sensitive and discerning he is. The beginning photographer
only sees a picture, but the experienced photographer can
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carefully analyze a picture for all kinds of features in its
composition and color and setting. The more one exercises his
muscles, the stronger and more refined and toned his muscles
become. The more one uses his spiritual senses of seeing, and
hearing, and tasting, and smelling, and feeling, the more
discerning he is of the meaning of right and wrong. Greater
moral discernment! Deeper spiritual understanding! Broader
practical applications!

What constitutes the "solid meat" of Christian teachings?
"The high and sublime doctrines of Christianity; the
atonement, justification by faith, the gift of the Holy Ghost,
the fullness of Christ dwelling in the souls of men, triumph
in and over death, the resurrection of the body, the
glorification of both body and soul in the realms of
blessedness, and an endless union with Christ in the throne of

his glory. This 1is the strong food which the genuine
Christian understands, receives, digests, and by which he
grows." (Clarke's Commentary Hebrews; page 722)

III. THE CALL TO CONTINUED PROGRESS (6:1-3)

After confronting the Hebrew believers with the fact of their
"dull hearing" (5:11) and the sad reality of their "arrested
growth", he exhorts them to advance beyond their elementary
stage of basic knowledge and immature living.

A. The Call To Advance (6:1-2)

"Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ
and go on to maturity, not laying again the foundation of
repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith in God,
instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, and
eternal judgment." (verse 1-2)

Basic Christian teaching - the “Core' of orthodox beliefs
regarding one's salvation - is foundational and wvital.
Without a foundation, there can be no superstructure in
building a house. But who wishes to stop with only a
foundation? The foundation is all-important, but it is
nevertheless preliminary and preparatory for much more - the
superstructure. None can get along without the basic

teachings of Christianity, teachings regarding the nature of
sin, the need for true repentance (a change of mind regarding
sin from one of clinging to sin to one of forsaking sin), the
necessity of having faith in Christ for salvation, the
importance of giving an outward witness to others through
water baptism, the significance of receiving a special call
in life through the laying on of hands, the realization of
eternal rewards for the righteous and eternal damnation for
the wicked after death. How to become a Christian, how
initially through baptism to witness to others of one's
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experience of the new birth, and teachings regarding man's
ultimate accountability before God after death - no one is to
minimize the importance of knowing and teaching these basic
truths.

But, as important as these truths are, they are, nevertheless,
the basic truths which are foundation-stones upon which
further and more complete truths are to be laid. "Let us go
forward, then, to mature teaching and leave behind us the
first lessons of the Christian message."” (Verse 1, Today's
English Version)

This is not to say that we should ignore the basic truths of
Christianity, or that we should refuse to teach non-Christians
the simple plan of salvation which involves explanation of
repentance, faith, baptism, spiritual gifts, eternal
accountability and the final judgment. But, while we nust
never neglect giving adequate attention to the basics of the
faith, we must never stop with the basics. We must make
progress in our faith, for God expects growth in every way -
in our intellectual understanding of deeper truths, and in our
practical implementation of life-transforming truths. More
mature thinking and more mature living!

What constitutes the "superstructure" of Christian teaching,
which must be built on the "foundation" of basic Christian
teaching? The writer to the Hebrew Christians discusses some
of those deeper truths: The superiority of Christ over the
prophets and over the angels and over Moses and Abrahanm
(Hebrews 1-4);: the deeper truths regarding the necessity and
the nature of the atoning sacrifice of Jesus, the perfect High
Priest (Hebrews 5); the promises and conditions regarding
God's eternal salvation (Hebrews 6); the superior qualities of
the New Covenant of Grace in contrast to the 01d Covenant of
Law (Hebrews 7-10); the meaning and practice of faith as
exemplified in the 1lives of the great saints of the past
({Hebrews 11); the place and need for God's chastisement of His
people, and the proper response on the part of believers to
such correction (Hebrews 12); the importance of living a God-
fearing 1life, giving heed to God's commands and walking
obediently before God all the days of one's life (Hebrews
10:19-39; 12:14-29); the mystery of suffering by God's
greatest saints (Hebrews 11:35-40); +the importance of
practical 1love and doctrinal integrity as these express
themselves within the life of the home and the church and in
the world (Hebrews 13).

B. The Determination To Advance (Verse 3)

"And God permitting, we will do so." (Verse 3) Do what?
Advance in the Christian life, meditate on the deeper truths,
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implement the fuller doctrines of Christ in practical
relationships in life.

"Let us go forward! And this is what we will do, if God
allows." (Verse 3; Today's English Version)

A believer cannot advance in the Christian life at his own
will, neither can he advance in the Christian life without his
supreme effort and without the exercise of his positive
volition. It is the combination of the believer's effort and
God's enabling power which result in dynamic growth in the

Christian life. "If God wills" speaks of God's part in the
human-divine goals towards Christian maturity. "If God wills"
- God's part! "We shall grow" - Man's part! If God wills

your growth, and if you yourself strongly desires growth for
yourself, what will happen? You will grow by leaps and
bounds!

Do you will to grow? Are you determined to leave the basics,
and the fundamentals, and the elementary teachings, and to "go
on to maturity"?

"I'm pressing on the upward way,

New heights I'm gaining every day;

Still praving as I'm onward bound,
“Lord, plant my feet on higher ground.'"

"My heart has no desire to stay

Where doubts arise and fears dismay;
Tho' some may dwell where these abound,
My prayer, my aim, is higher ground."

"I want to live above the world,

Tho' Satan's darts at me are hurled;
For faith has caught the joyful sound,
The song of saints on higher ground."

"I want to scale the utmost heights,

And catch a gleam of glory bright;

But still I'1l1l pray till Heaven I've found,
“Lord, lead me on to higher ground.'"

Chorus:
"Lord, lift me up and let me stand,

By faith, on Heaven's tableland,
A higher plane than I have found;
Lord, plant my feet on higher ground."
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CONCLUSION: He who calls you to maturity in thinking and in
lifestyle, is he who will enable you to become, in reality, a
mature follower of Christ. Lay aside your slothfulness and
your fears and your pride and your distractions, and determine
to "go on to maturity"!
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HEBREWS

THE CALL TO CHRISTIAN MATURITY

QUESTTIONS

1.

Because progress demands that we leave behind the
elementary teachings, and go forward into more advanced
teachings, does this mean that a preacher should seldon
preach a "basic sermon" on the plan of salvation from the
pulpit? If a congregation mostly hears "elementary
salvation sermons" from the pulpit, Sunday-after-Sunday,
is it likely that that group of believers will be mature
in their Biblical understanding and in their Christian
living? Why or why not? (Note Hebrews 5:11-6:1 and II
Peter 1:5-9)

Why do you believe that some believers are so slow to
grasp spiritual truth? (Note Hebrews 5:11) In other
words, why do some Christians, who should be mature,
remain immature in their understanding and infantile in
their behavior?

Tell very briefly what Christianity has to say about:

(1) Man in his relationship to others (Sociology).

(2) Man in his relationship to himself (Psychology).

(3) Man in his relationship to things and money
(Economics).

(4) Man in his relationship to his body (Physiology).

(5) Man in his relationship to ruling authorities
(Government) .

(6) Man in his relationship to the world of matter
(Science).

(7) Man in his search for ultimate meaning (Philosophy).

(8) Man in his relationship to the past (History).

(9) Man in his search for standards (Religion).

Tell why vyou agree or disagree with the following
statements:

"The scope of knowledge in Christianity is as broad as
life itself, for there is no part of life that is not the
concern of Christianity. The challenge of Christianity
and the difficulty of understanding the teachings of
Christianity lies partly in the fact that the scope (or
breadth) of Christianity is so great."

124



10.

11.

12.

After reading the recorded verses, tell if you bhelieve
the following statement is accurate: "Not only is the
story of Christianity long in its history, and broad in
its scope, but the story of Christianity is difficult to
tell and difficult to grasp because of its profound
depth."” (Read Romans 11:33-34; Isaiah 55:8-9; Psalms
92:5: 145:3; Job 11:7-9; 36:26; Ecclesiastes 3:11; 11:5)

Why cannot the truths regarding God and Christ and
salvation be grasped as one would grasp information about
science and math? (Note I Corinthians 2:14-16)

According to Jeremiah 29:13 and Psalms 119:2, what
attitude must a person have, if he ever intends to "find
God"?

To what degree do you agree with the following statement?
- "Humble receptivity must be combined with diligence if
one ever expects to receive the gift of God's wisdom."

Why, according to Mark 4:18-19, are some believers so
shallow in their thinking and so immature in their
Christian lives? Tell with what degree of conviction you
agree or disagree with the following statement: "It is
gquite natural and inevitable that if we spend 16 hours
daily of our waking life in thinking about the affairs of
the world, and five minutes in thinking about God, this
world will seem 200 times more real to us than God."

Is it possible for a person who has been a Christian for
many vears to be still on a "milk diet" spiritually, to
remain content with the religious development of a mere
"child"? (Note Hebrews 5:12)

From your personal experience, and from your observation
of others, tell if you believe the following statement
reflects "reality": "Conversion to Christ in the soul
can take place quickly, but deep knowledge in the mind
and mature wisdom in the inner spirit take much time and
thought and discussion and practical obedience."

How would you distinguish between the "Basic" Teachings
of Christianity, and the more "Advanced" Teachings of
Christianity? (Note Hebrews 6:1)

From your own Christian experience, illustrate the
accuracy of the following statements: "A belliever cannot
advance in the Christian life at his own will, neither
can he advance in the Christian life without his supreme
effort and without the exercise of his positive volition.
It is the combination of the believer's effort and God's
enabling power which results in dynamic growth in the
Christian life."” (Note Hebrews 6:3)
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13. Do you will to grow? Are you determined to leave the
basics, and elementary teachings of Christianity, and to
"go on_ to maturity"? If God wills your growth, and if
vou yourself will growth for yourself, what will happen?

"My heart has no desire to stay

Where doubts arise and fears dismay;
Tho' some may dwell where these abound,
My prayer, my aim, is higher ground."”
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CHAPTER 9
DREADFUL TRAGEDY OR DELIGHTFUL TRIUMPH

HEBREW 6:4-28



HEBREWS
DREADFUL TRAGEDY OR DELIGHTFUL TRIUMPH?

OUTLINE

SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 6:4-20

INTRODUCTION: Anvyone who reads the Bible knows that no one
can save himself. But can a person be saved apart from
himself? Any view that relieves the individual believer of
responsibility for his relationship to God 1is definitely
unbiblical.

PROPOSITION: The dreadful tragedy of apostasy is always to be
avoided, and the delightful and ultimate triumph in Christ is
to be always pursued.

I. THE DREADFUL TRUTH OF MAN'S FATILURE (Verses 4-8)

A. The Terrible Possibility Of Apostasy
B. The Tragic Conseqguences 0f Apostasy
C. The Difficult Remedy For Apostasy
ITI.THE DELIGHTFUL TRUTH OF MAN'S FAITHFULNESS (Verses 9-20)
A. The Comfort Of Divine Remembrance
B. The Challenge Of Final Perseverance
C. The Model Of Perfected Saints

CONCLUSION: Though apostasy is an ever present possibility,
"we feel sure that you, whom we love, are capable of better
things and will enjoy the full experience of salvation."
(verse ¢: Phillips)
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HEBREWS
DREADFUL TRAGEDY OF DELIGHTFUL TRIUMPH?
SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 6:4-20
INTRODUCTION: Anyone who reads the Bible knows that no one

can save himself. But can a person be saved apart from
himself?

Someone once suggested that the Christian life can best be
illustrated by a mother cat which carries its kitten by the
mouth. If the kitten falls, it's the mother cat's fault.

But is not this cat illustration, which attempts to show the
relationship between God and His children, really a violation
of the Biblical view of salvation? Any view that relieves the
individual believer of responsibility for his relationship to
God is definitely unbiblical. It is never reasonable to blame
God for our sins, apostasy, and neglect of Him. "We were
created by God to be responsible and “respond-able.'"
(Security For Believers; Pamphlet by Lloyd Knox)

PROPOSITION: Apostasy is always a possibility. Christians are
responsible to respond to God's grace, and to persevere to the
end. The incentives for faithfulness are many, and the
rewards for faithfulness are glorious! The dreadful tragedy
of apostasy is always to be avoided, and the delightful and
ultimate triumph in Christ is to be always pursued.

I. THE DREADFUL TRUTH OF MAN'S FAILURE (Verses 4-8)

The truth of God is both tremendous and terrible, comforting
and disturbing, delightful and dreadful. This is true, partly
because of the unique nature of man. God created man as a
free moral agent, free to choose between moral alternatives,
with positive results to be enjoyed or negative consequences
to be endured. In every person lies the potential for glory
beyond compare or for shame beyond description. Every person
is a creature of destiny, one who will experience either the
delights of heaven or the horrors of hell someday! Before
every person lies two roads - the narrow road which leads to
God's heaven or the broad road which leads to Satan's hell.
Every person must choose life or death, heaven or hell,
Christ or the devil. And the fact that every person on earth
is presently in a state of probation or trial, logically means
that every person - nonChristian and Christian alike - must
make moral decisions as long as he is on the planet.

Just as there is a fearful possibility of a sinner rejecting
the call of God to repentance and to initial salvation
(conversion), so there is a fearful possibility of a present
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believer (Christian) falling away from the grace of God!
There is no ultimate or eternal security, short of life in
heaven where saints no longer are tested to determine their
obedience.

A. The Terrible Possibility of Apostasy (Verses 4-5)

There have been many who have denied that Hebrews 6:4-5
describes a true Christian, but the description is too vivid
and complete to suggest that it is anyone other than a true,
born-again Christian which is being described. Notes John
Wesley about this scripture: "Must not every unprejudiced
person see, the expressions here used are so strong and clear,
that they cannot, without gross and palpable wresting, be
understood of any but true believers." (Works; Volume 10;
page 294)

(1) A Christian is one who has been enlightened. That
is to say, he has received the knowledge that Jesus is
God, that salvation is found alone in Christ who is the
Light of the World. He is one who, like these Hebrew
believers to whom this epistle is written, has forsaken
the way of law-keeping as the means by which a right
standing with God is found. The enlightened person is
one who has received the truth as it is given alone in
Jesus Christ - the truth that Jesus' blood alone can
atone for sin. Such an enlightened person has not only
received true intellectual knowledge regarding the
unigueness of Jesus' personhood and the sole method of
salvation through faith in Christ rather than through
observance of 0ld Testament rituals and ceremonies, but
the enlightened person is one who has actually left the
life of moral darkness and disobedience to enjoy the life
of light and moral obedience. It is 1likely that the
enlightened person, mentioned in Hebrews 6:4, has been
baptized into the Christian faith. Sometimes in the
Early Church the phrase "to be enlightened" was a synonym
for "to be baptized."

(2) A Christian is one who has tasted the heavenly gift.

The heavenly gift, of course, is God's gift of
forgiveness. '"Forgiveness is not something he can ever
deserve or merit or win; it is a free gift. It is only

when he comes up to the cross that his burden is rolled
away. The Christian is a man who knows the immeasurable
relief of experiencing the free gift of forgiveness of
God. Something has been done for him that he could never
have done for himself." (Barclay's Hebrews; page 56)
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(3) A Christian is one who shares in the Holy Spirit.
It is the Holy Spirit who not only convicts the sinner of
his sins and of his need for salvation, but it is the
Holy Spirit who converts and who indwells the heart of
the believing one. It is the blessed inward presence of
the Holy Spirit who changes a sinner into a saint, who
makes a bad man good, who transforms human nature. It is
the blessed Holy Spirit who witnesses to the spirit of a
person that he is forgiven of his sins, that he has been
accepted by God, that he will be enabled to live
righteously.

(4) A Christian is one who has tasted the goodness of
the Word of God. That is to say, a Christian is one who
has personally experienced how good God is, how wonderful
is God's plan for life, how glorious is the truth of
God's Word. Rather than following the opinions of men,
and the false philosophies of the world, the Christian is
one who is submitting his mind to the objective standards
of God and who is delighting in the goodness of God's
care.

(5) A Christian is one who has tasted the powers of the
coming age. "The Christian is a man who here and now is
tasting the joys, the blessedness, the peace, the power
of the age which is God's. Even in time he has a
foretaste of eternity." (Barclay's Hebrews; page 57)

"Heaven above is softer blue,

Earth around is sweeter dreen:
Something lives in every hue,
Christless eyes have never seen;
Birds with gladder songs o'erflow,
Flowers with deeper beauties shine,
Since I know, as now I know,

I am His, and He is mine."

There is no doubt that these five descriptions in Hebrews 6:4-
5 are descriptions of a true believer. But the terrible
possibility of such believers falling away from God is noted
in Hebrews 6:6 - "if they fall away" (NIV), "if they commit
apostasy" (RSV).

It may not be 1likely, but it is always possible, for a
believer to fall away from the grace of God, and finally to be

eternally lost! All persons, including believers, are free
moral agents. Man does not surrender his freedom to choose
after he is saved. Wrote Paul to believers, "So, if you think
you are standing firm, be careful that you don't falll!" (I
Corinthians 10:12) Notes Barclay, "Life is a chancy business;
we must be ever on the watch." (Barclay's Corinthians; page
90)
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B. The Tragic Consequences of Apostasy

The tragic consequences of apostasy are horrible to
contemplate!

(1) Apostates are crucifying the Son of God =zall over
again (verse 6). Notes Barclay, "In God's heart there is
for ever and for ever, so long as there is sin, this
agony of suffering and redeeming love. When we sin we
crucify Christ again. Sin does not only break God's law;
again and again it breaks God's heart." (Barclay's
Hebrews; page 59)

(2) Apostates are subjecting Christ to public disgrace
(verse 6). When those who were once dedicated to Christ
and who allow sin to conguer them and to harden their
hearts against Christ and the church, worldly people
often jeer and make taunts and jibes on Christ. Worldly
people laugh at the cross and laugh at Christians. They
make a public spectacle of Christ. Apostates make a bad
name for the cause of Christianity!

(3) Apostates are living a corrupted life of sin instead
of a fruitful life of goodness. When a believer is
ensnared in sin and when he leaves the path of
righteousness to travel the path of wickedness, not only
does he bring sorrow to Christ's heart and not only does
he bring the taunts of evil men against the person of
Christ and the cause of the Church, but he wastes his own
God-given potential in a life of barrenness!

God intended for the life of the apostate to be filled
with God's blessings and productive for God's purposes,
but instead his life has become full of sin and worthless
to all, including himself. What God intended for him to
be, in contrast to what he in reality has become because
of a life of rebellion and sin, is vividly described with
a picture from the world of agriculture. "Land that
drinks in the rain often falling on it and that produces
a crop useful to those for whom it is farmed receives the
blessing of God. But land that produces thorns and
thistles is worthless." (Hebrews 6:7,8a)

The apostate not only hurts God and God's causes because
he crucifies Christ anew and makes a shameful public
spectacle of Christ, but the apostate also hurts himself
and the world that he was meant lovingly and creatively
to serve. His life was meant by God to be most fruitful
- full of good works - like a field which has been
cultivated and watered that is meant to bring forth a
fruitful and good harvest. But, instead of his 1life
producing a good and useful harvest, his 1life is
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producing useless and destructive thorns and thistles!
Meant by God to be a useful life, it has become a useless
life! Meant to be an honor to God, his life has become
a dishonor to God! God sends the rain - the blessings
and opportunities for a productive life - but his life
(like land that refuses to absorb the rain) fails to
produce a good and useful crop (of righteousness and
holiness and goodness)!

(4) Apostates are facing the danger of ultimate divine

judgment. "Land that produces thorns and thistles is
worthless and is in danger of being cursed. In the end
it will be burned." (Hebrews 6:8)

He who continues to spurn God's mercy will eventually
reap God's judgment. Mercy spurned is judgment earned!
Uselessness always invites disaster! If the apostate
continues to reject the call to repentance, he shall
surely have to accept the judgment of ultimate
destruction! His useless life of "thorns and thistles"

(i.e., his evil 1life of wicked deeds and godless
influence) will be "cursed" (judged) and will be "burned"
(destroyed)!

C. The Difficult Remedy For Apostasy

Is apostasy without remedy? Is such a backslider beyond the
possibility of divine restoration?

This passage does not teach the total impossibility of an
apostate to repent and to be restored to the saving grace of

God. Notes one famous and widely respected Bible scholar
(Westcott) regarding this passage: "The use of the active
voice limits the strict application of the words ("it is
impossible to renew them again unto repentance') to human
agency. This is all that comes within the range of the

writer's argument."

What this passage of Scripture in Hebrews 6 teaches is this
It is impossible for any human to be God's agent (or
instrument) to bring such an apostate to a place of repentance
and restoration. Normally God uses human agencies as His
means by which He brings sinners to repentance (Note James
5:19-20;: Jude 22,23; Galatians 6:1; II Timothy 2:25,26),.
"What is said by the writer to the Hebrews to be impossible
for men is not impossible for God, with whom all things right
and good are possible." (Life In The Son: Robert Shank)

Again, Westcott writes:

The present participles (contrast parapesontas of
the definite past act of apostasy) bring out the
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moral cause of the impossibility which has been
affirmed. There is an active, continuous hostility
to Christ in the souls of such men as have been
imagined. (9)

The apostasy in view in Hebrews 6 takes its
character, not merely from a past act, but also
from a present deliberate hostility toward Christ.
The impossibility of renewal to repentance and
salvation rests, not on the mere fact of a past
act, but on the fact of a present condition of
opposition. The marginal reading to the American
Standard Version is suggestive: "It is impossible
to renew them again unto repentance, the while they
crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh and put
him to an open shame.” The present condition of
deliberate, open hostility may conceivably be
remedied and the persons renewed to repentance and
salvation.

There is hope implied also in the verses which
immediately follow: "For a piece of ground that
drinks in the rains so freguently falling on it,
and continues vielding vegetation useful to those
for whose sakes it is cultivated, receives from God
His blessings. But if it continues to yield thorns
and thistles, it 1is considered worthless and in
danger of being cursed, and its final fate Iis
burning"” (verse 7,8 Williams). The ground which
has yielded only thorns and thistles has already
been adjudged worthless, and is now rejected; but
it is said to be only "near to a curse." It awaits
eventual burning: but that fate as yet is only in
prospect. Perhaps it may be averted,

II. THE DELIGHTFUL TRUTH OF MAN'S FAITHFULNESS (Verse 9-20)

After describing the terrible possibility of falling from
grace, and the tragic consequences which come to the apostate,
and the difficulty which is involved in renewing such a person
to repentance, the writer looks on the brighter side of

things. He writes, "Even though we speak 1like this. dear
friends, we are confident of better things in vyour case -
things that accompany salvation." (Verse 9)

A. The Comfort of Divine Remembrance (verse 10)

"God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love
you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue
to help them." (verse 10)
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A life of practical love and compassionate deeds is a life
that gives evidence that one's life is patterned after God.
Such a life is like a well-cultivated field that eventually
brings forth a harvest that is useful to those for whom it is
farmed (verse 7). In other words, the person whose life is
full of generous deeds is the person whose life is fulfilling
the purpose for which it was created, and such a person will
escape the judgment of God. His good 1life gives concrete
evidence that he has not apostacised, that he has not gone
away from God. His heart is still tender towards God, as
proven by the fact that his hand is constantly outstretched to
help God's people! He maintains a right standing with God -
i.e., he remains justified in God's sight and free from sin -
because he is 1living a servant 1life of practical love! A
consistent life of loving deeds is the outward expression of
an inward life of deepening devotion to God!

Others may overlook your good deeds and others may focus on
your faults, but God will never forget the good life you are
living. God is a God of justice and fairness. Not one good
deed shall go without His reward! Said Jesus, "And if, as my
representatives, you give even a cup of cold water to a little
child, you will surely be rewarded." (Matthew 10:42, Living
Bible)

Faithfulness to God and fruitfulness in good works will surely
be recognized and rewarded! We live in a moral universe where
ultimately all good will be rewarded and all evil will be
punished. God is a just God who will not forget the good that

any man did in the name of Jesus. The most obscure servant
whose good deeds are most unrecognized, will someday be openly
praised and abundantly rewarded. God is the eternal

"Bookkeeper" whose accounts are accurate and whose prizes for
faithfulness are most delightful!

B. The Challenge of Final Perseverance (verse 11)

God is great and God is good, His promises are sure and His
rewards for faithfulness are abundant. It is God's will to
open the doors of heaven to every person. It is not His will
that anyone should perish, but that all should come to
repentance.

The glories of heaven are wonderful, but the perils of life
are real! As long as a person is in a state of probation on
earth, he must guard against the perils and the pitfalls which
can so easily ensnare him and deter him. It is only he that
endures to the end who shall ultimately and finally be saved.
"We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very
end, in order to make your hope sure. We do not want you to
become lazy." (verse 11,12a)
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The hope of the Christian is only finally realized in heaven.
Hope calls for a fulfillment, and that fulfillment is found at
the end of this earthly pilgrimage. God promises: "Be thou
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life."
There is no such thing as an inevitable or automatic or
unconditional perseverance, for man on this earth is always in
a continuing state of probation or testing.

Perseverance or endurance or continuance in the Christian way
depends upon the exercise of the will, upon the obedience of
the heart. The writer *to the Hebrews calls for diligence,
earnestness, deep concern, eagerness.

There are at least two challenges that must be overcome, if
the Christian is to be able to persevere to the end. One
challenge is the external challenge of persecution, The
writer to the Hebrews wants these believers to go on showing
their earnestness, openly and boldly, in spite of opposition
from their Jewish associates who are unbelievers. These
believers are urged to exhibit their love for Christ and their
love for Christ's people, without fear of men and regardless
of the persecution of those who oppose Christ. To persevere
to the end involves great courage, especially when believers
must face the scorns of godless people who hate Christ,.
Daring to stand alone is not easy, but the rewards for
perseverance are dreat. Said Jesus, "Blessed are you when
people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of
evil against vou because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because
great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before vyou." (Matthew
5:11,12)

Just as the Hebrew believers had to persevere under pressure
and persecution, so modern believers too must endure amidst
the fire of opposition. Paul reminded Timothy of the
importance of remaining steadfast to the Lord, regardless of
the persecution that he would have to face. Wrote Paul, "In
fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus
will be persecuted, while evil men and impostors will go from
bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. But as for vyou,
continue in what vou have learned and have become convinced
of, because you know those from whom you learned it." (2
Timothy 3:12-14)

Why do some fail to persevere to the end in their Christian
lives, and thus fail to enjoy the fulfillment of their hopes?
It is because of the fear of men, because of the pressure of
persecution. Notes Adam Clarke, "There might be reason to
suspect that some, through fear of man, might not wish the
good they did to be seen, lest they also should suffer
persecution. This would not comport with the . =roue, noble

spirit of the Gospel; the man who is afraid to let his decided
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attachment to God be known, is not far from backsliding. He
who is more afraid of man than he is of God Almighty, can have
very little religion." (Clarke's Commentary on Hebrews; page
727) In addition to the first challenge of external
persecution, there is a second challenge which the Christian
must overcome, if he is to persevere to the end in his
Christian life. The second challenge is an inward challenge.
Wrote Paul, "We do not want you to become lazy." (Hebrews
6:12) Growing careless or lazy or sluggish or slack, or
becoming spiritually dull and indifferent - these are inward
enemies to perseverance in the Christian life. Keeping the
fire of enthusiasm and zeal and contagion burning brightly is
all important, if a believer is to maintain his faith until
the end. Remain active in Christian service! Be unflagging
in zeal, serving the Lord! Stay on the "cutting edge" of new
growth! Keep the adventurous spirit! Take on new "love
projects." Wrote Paul, "Therefore, prepare your minds for
action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the ¢grace
to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed. (I Peter 1:13;
NIV)

One of the chief enemies in the Christian life is not only
external pressure and persecution, but internal slothfulness
and indolence and sluggishness and laziness. It is far too
easy to drift, to become passive and indifferent and
complacent, to "take for granted"” the things of God and to
fail to exercise discipline and diligence. We must "Keep on
keeping on" if we make it to the "finish line" of life, and if
we finally enjoy the full realization of our Christian Hope in
Heaven! Paul knew how important such self-discipline and
self-control were in his life. Wrote Paul, "That is why I run
straight for the finish line, that is why I am like a boxer,
who does not waste his punches. I harden my body with blows
and bring it under complete control, to keep from being
rejected myself after having called others to the contest."
(I Corinthians 9:26,27; Today's English Version)

C. The Model of Perfected Saints (verse 12-20)

These Jewish believers were far from a state of total maturity
in their Christian lives, as recognized by the fact that they
were still "drinking milk" instead of digesting more "solid
food" (5:12). However, progress was being made (6:9) and
apostasy was being avoided, in spite of the fact that there
were the ever-present challenges of outward persecution and
the tendency towards inward sluggishness (6:11,12a).

As an additional incentive for aggressive effort and
increasing spiritual growth and perseverance amidst
difficulty, the writer to these Hebrew Christians encourages
them to model those strong and enduring believers who have
travelled the pathway ahead of them.
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"What he is saying to them is: “You are not the first to
launch out on the glories and the perils of the Christian
faith. Others braved the dangers and endured the tribulations
before you and won through! He is telling them to go on in
the realization that others have gone through their struggle
and won the victory; that others have dared their voyage and
come safe to harbor. The Christian is not treading an
untrodden pathway. He is treading where the saints have trod."
(Barclay's Hebrews; page 62)

Modeling the steadfast saints who have remained faithful is

most helpful. "We do not want you to become lazy, but to
imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has
been promised." (Hebrews 6:12) Why were these saints, whose

examples are worthy of modelling, so successful in 1living
faithfully to the end? It was because these saints from the
past believed in the trustworthiness of God, whose promises
they took most seriously.

God can be trusted; He cannot lie. We can know without any
doubt that God will give us the ultimate salvation in heaven
that he has promised (6:18).

"For instance, there was God's promise to Abraham: God took
an oath in his own name, since there was no one dgreater to
swear by, that he would bless Abraham again and again, and
give him a son and make him the father of a great nation of
people. Then Abraham waited patiently until finally God gave
him a son, Isaac, just as he had promised.

"When a man takes an oath, he is calling upon someone greater
than himself to force him to do what he has promised, or to
punish him if he later refuses to do it; the oath ends all
argument about it. God also bound himself with an oath, so
that those he promised to help would be perfectly sure and
never need to wonder whether he might change his plans.

"He has given us both his promise and his oath, two things we
can completely count on for it is impossible for God to tell
a lie. ©Now all those who flee to him to save them can take
new courage when they hear such assurances from God; now they
can know without doubt that he will give them the salvation he
has promised them.

"This certain hope of being saved is a strong and trustworthy
anchor for our souls, connecting us with God himself behind
the sacred curtains of heaven, where Christ has gone ahead to
plead for us from his position as our High Priest, with the
honor and rank of Melchizedek." (Hebrews 6:13-20; Living
Bible)

138



Why were the saints so persevering in their faith? Because
they were patient to wait upon God, until God's promises were
fulfilled. Because God's promises are as trustworthy as His
character is trustworthy, we too, like the saints of old, can
keep our hope alive. A great incentive to persevere to the
end, to maintain our faithfulness to our God!

CONCLUSION: Because every believer 1is 1in a state of
probation, spiritual apostasy is always a possibility. The
devil is strong, temptation is subtle, and man at best is
vulnerable and weak. It is important to remain diligent in
effort and vigilant at all times. Guard against "thorns and
thistles" growing in your life. Cultivate the soil of your
heart and be always open to the blessings of God which He
desires to pour out into your life. Produce a "crop" of good

fruits - a crop that is useful to God for whom your life is
farmed (verse 7). Keep doing good works and showing love
towards all of God's people (verse 10). Remain diligent to

the end of life, and don't allow either outward persecution or
inner sluggishness (verse 11) to render you fruitless and

sterile. Persevere against all obstacles, and take the
faithful saints of previous ages as your example to model
(verse 12). Remember that God's promises are sure, and

determine to fix your attention always upon Jesus Christ, your
Great High Priest, whose "finished work" on the cross has
forever opened the door of access to the Father, for all
persons!

Though apostasy is an ever present possibility, "We feel sure

that you, whom we love, are capable of better things and will
enjoy the full experience of salvation." (Verse 9: Phillips).
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DREADFUL TRAGEDY OR DELIGHTFUL TRIUMPH?

QUESTIONS

1.

Someone suggested that the Christian life can bhest be
illustrated by a mother cat which carries it kittens by
the mouth, and that if the kitten falls, it's the mother
cat's fault. Do you believe that this view relieves the
individual believer of his responsibility for his
relation to God, and thus an unBibical illustration of
the dynamic relationship between God and the Believer?
Why or why not?

Tell to what degree vyou agree or disagree with the
following statement: "We were created by God to be
responsible, and “respond-able'."

After carefully reading Hebrews 6:4-12 (and also the
following Scriptures — I Timothy 1:18-20; I Timothy 4:1;
IT Timothy 4:3-4; I Corinthians 10:12; Hebrews 3:12; II
Peter 3:17), tell if vou believe the following statements
accurately reflect Biblical truth: "Just as there is a
fearful possibility of a sinner rejecting the call of God
to repentance and to initial salvation (conversion), so
there is a fearful possibility of a present believer
(Christian) falling away from the grace of God. There is
no ultimate or eternal security, short of life in heaven
where saints no longer are tested to determine their
obedience."”

What evidence is there, from a careful study of Hebrews
6:4-5, that the five following descriptions given are
descriptions of a true believer:

(a) One who has been enlightened;

(b) One who has tasted the heavenly gift;

(c) One who shares in the Holy Spirit;

(d) One who has tasted the goodness of the word of
God;

(e) One who has tasted the powers of the coming
age.

Although all of the consequences listed are most tragic,
share which one of the following consequences of apostasy
seems to you to be the most tragic consequence: (Tell
your reason for your choice)

(a) Apostates are crucifying the Son of God zll
over again (verse 6).

(b) Apostates are subjecting Christ to public
disgrace (verse 6).
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(c) Apostates are living a corrupted life of sin
instead of a fruitful life of goodness (verse
7,8).

(d) Apostates are facing the danger of ultimate
divine judgment (verse 8).

One of the most respected Bible Scholars in the world
(B.F. Westcott) notes the following about Hebrews 6:4-6 -

"The use of the active voice 1limits the strict
application of the words ( it is impossible to renew them
again unto repentance') to human agency. This is all that
comes within the range of the writer's argument." What
this passage of Scripture in Hebrews 6 teaches is this:
It is impossible for any human to be God's agent (or
instrument) to bring such an apostate to a place of
repentance and restoration. Notice from a reading of the
following Scriptures how God usually uses human agencies
as His means by which He brings sinners to repentance -
James 5:19-20; Jude 22,23; Galatians 6:1; II Timothy
2:25,26.

What, according to Hebrews 6:10, is one of the best
evidences that a person is in a right relationship with
God, and that he is avoiding the tragedy of spiritual
apostasy? (Note Matthew 10:42)

Tell to what extent vyou agree with the following

statements: "The hope of the Christian calls for a
fulfillment, and that fulfillment is found at the end of
this earthly pilgrimage. There is no such thing as an

inevitable or automatic or unconditional perseverance,
for man on this earth is always in a continuing state of
probation or testing." (Note Hebrews 6:11,12a)

Of the two following challenges which every believer must
overcome, if he is to persevere to the end in the
Christian 1life, which to you personally presents the
greatest obstacle?

(a) External challenge of the fear of men and
the persecution from men. (Read Matthew
5:11,12; II Timothy 3:12-14)

(b) Internal sluggishness and laziness.
(Read Hebrews 6:12a; I Peter 1:13; Romans
12:11; I Corinthians 9:26,27) ,

According to Hebrews 6:12, what is one of the strongest
incentives to a believer to remain true and faithful to
the Lord throughout his entire lifetime?
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PROVISIONS OF THE NEW COVENANT

HEBREWS 8:1 - 10:18



HEBREWS
PROVISIONS OF THE NEW COVENANT

OUTLINE

SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 8:1 - 10:18

INTRODUCTION: When we speak of the "Finished Work" of Christ
on the Cross of Calvary, what do we mean? We mean that Christ
did everything that was necessary to accomplish a total
reconciliation between unholy man and the Holy God.

PROPOSITION: Jesus accomplished much for mankind, but those
glorious accomplishments were most costly - nothing less than
the cost of Jesus' shed blood!

I. What Did Jesus Accomplish For Mankind?

A. He sits down at the place of authority in heaven
(Glorious Reign).

B. He serves in the heavenly sanctuary (Humble Service).

C. He mediates between the Holvy God and unholy Man
Reconciling Work).

D. He establishes a New Covenant with Man (Transforming
Power) .

E. He makes a holy people to serve Him (Progressive
Character-Building).

F. He promises eventual eternal rewards (Promised

Rewards) .

II. How Did Jesus Accomplish So Much For Mankind?

A. What Jesus accomplished was once-for-all, never to be

repeated,
B. What Jesus accomplished was real.

CONCLUSION: Jesus is all that vyour soul ever needs - your
mediator between you and Almighty God, your Savior to forgive,
your Sanctifier to cleanse, your Redeemer to deliver, your
Transformer to empower you for productive service, your Coming
King to reward you for faithfulness!
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HEBREWS
PROVISION OF THE NEW COVENANT

SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 8:1 - 10:18

INTRODUCTION: When we speak of the "Finished Work" of Christ
on the Cross of Calvary, what do we mean? We mean that Christ
did everything that was necessary to accomplish a total
reconciliation between unholy man and the Holy God.

When Jesus died on the cross, His shed blood provided
atonement for man's sins. Man the sinner can become man the
saint. Man the alienated can become man the reconciled. Man
the guilty one can become man the forgiven one.

When Jesus died on the cross, His blood became the signature
of the New Covenant of Grace which obliterated the 01d
Covenant of Law.

PROPOSITION: Jesus accomplished much for mankind, but those
glorious accomplishments were most costly - nothing less than
the cost of Jesus' shed blood!

I. What Did Jesus Accomplish For Mankind?

Because Jesus died and because He arose from the dead, what
did Jesus accomplish for you and me - for all mankind?

A. He sits down at the place of authority in heaven.
(Glorious Reign).

Jesus, whose priesthood is patterned after +the order of
Melchizedek, won the victory for mankind when He died for
man's sins and when He arose for man's Jjustification. "The
point of what we are saying is this: We do have such a high
priest, who sat down at the right hand of the throne of the
Majesty in heaven." (8:1)

Because Jesus died, He now reigns. Because He went through
the shame of an ignoble death, He now enjoys the glory of an
eternal reign. Because He went to the depths of humiliation,
He now deserves the highest praise and honor. Because He took
the worst that Satan could inflict on Him, He now experiences
the most wonderful rewards that the Father could heap upon
Him!

Wrote Paul, "Plainly seen as a human being, he humbled himself
by living a life of utter obedience, to the point of death,
and the death he died was the death of a common criminal.
That is why God has now lifted him to the heights, and has
given him the name beyond all names, so that at the name of
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Jesus “every knee shall bow', whether in Heaven or earth or
under the earth. And that is why “every tongue shall confess'’
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
(Philippians 2:7-11; Phillips)

B. He serves in the heavenly sanctuary (Humble Service).

He who reigns with the Father, exercising great power and
authority as the victorious king, is He who also "serves in
the sanctuary, the true tabernacle set up by the Lord, not by
man." (Verse 2)

He who served mankind on earth, continues to serve mankind in
eternity! Jesus is not isolated from the presence of men or
insulated from the hurts of men. Even in His ascended state,
He is still identified with man. In His resurrected body,
Jesus continues to show His five wounds, forever revealing the
fact that He cares eternally for the welfare of earth's
inhabitants!

Jesus is the eternal king whose heavenly occupation is not
basking in the Father's glory, but instead it is involvement

in the sinner's hurts and failures and sins. Far from
clinging to His royal rights of kingly power, Jesus Iis
involved in humble ministry to lost mankind. He intercedes
constantly for mankind. "Jesus is the unique example of
divine majesty and divine service combined. He had received
glory to enable others to enter into glory. In Him the
supreme majesty and the supreme service met." (Barclay's

Hebrews; 94)

C. He mediates between the Holy God and unholy man
(Reconciling Work).

As the mediator, Jesus stands in the middle between the sinner
and the sinless God, to bring the two together in perfect
fellowship.

"The ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as
the covenant of which he is mediator is superior to the old
one, and it is founded on better promises."” (8:6)

"For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant,
that these who are called may receive the promised eternal
inheritance - now that he has died as a ransom to set them
free from the sins committed under the first covenant."”
(9:15)

Notes Barclay about Jesus' work as mediator: "He stands
between the unreality of this world and the reality of the
real world; He stands between us and God. He opens the way to
reality and to God. He is the only person who can effect this
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union, this reconciliation between man and God, between the
real and the unreal. That is, in effect, to say that Jesus is
the only person who can bring us real life.” (Barclay's
Hebrews; page 97)

D. He establishes a New Covenant with Man (Transforming

Power) .

Jesus accomplished much for mankind when He, through His
sacrificial death, established a new covenant of grace to
replace the old covenant of law. "The covenant which Jesus
brings is new in quality and it completely obliterates and
cancels the old covenant." (Barclay's Hebrews; page 100)
(Note Hebrews 8:13)

The New Covenant which Jeremiah prophesied would someday
become a reality, has become a reality because of Jesus' death
and resurrection. "The time is coming, declares the Lord,
when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and
with the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I
made with the forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead
them out of Egypt, because they did not remain faithful to my
covenant, and I turned away from them, declares the Lord.
This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel
after that time, declares the Lord. I will put my laws in
their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be their
God, and they will be my people. No longer will a man teach
his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, “Know the Lord,'
because they will all know me, from the least of them to the
greatest. For I will forgive their wickedness and will
remember their sins no more." (Hebrews 8: 8-12; NIV)

This new covenant of grace has some very wonderful features.
It is written on the ~“tablet of man's fleshly heart', not on
the “tablets of hardened stones.' The moral laws of God are
obeyed because the nature of man is changed, and the essence
of the moral law is love. God changes the nature of man from
a nature of rebellion to a nature of tender receptivity. Man
delights to do the will of God, because the love of God has
been shed abroad in the heart of man (Romans 5:5). A new
internal motivation, because of God's transforming power,
replaces the old external impositions and prohibitions, based
on the law's strict requirements. Men under the new covenant
obey God, not because of the terror of punishment, but because

they love God in their hearts. It is not a matter of "Have
To", but it is a matter of "Want To". "I delight to do thy
will, O God, because You have changed my inner nature." The
new covenant of grace is the "Expulsive power of a new
affection" - the affection of God's newly imparted love!

The new covenant results in the forgiveness of sins (Hebrews
8:12; 9:15), inner cleansing from sin's pollution (9:14),
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empowerment for loving service (8:10, 9:14b), and intimate
relationship and fellowship with Christ (8:11).

All men - not Israelites alone - can enjoy the benefits of
this new covenant. "All men would be under it. There would
be no specially privileged class. All men, wise and simple,
great and small, would know the Lord. The doors which had
been shut were thrown wide open." (Barclay's Hebrews; page
101)

E. He makes a holy people to serve Him (Progressive

Character - Building)

Christ's accomplishments for mankind, according to this
portion of Scripture from the Book of Hebrews, is seen thus
far in several ways: His glorious reign (8:1), His humble
service (8:2), His reconciling work (8:6), His transforming
power (8:10-12).

In addition to these four great accomplishments, Christ also

is involved in the sanctification of believers. "And by that
will (covenant) we have been sanctified through the offering
of the body of Jesus Christ once for all."” (10:10; RSV)

"Because Jesus Christ did what God wanted him to do, we are
all made clean from sin by the offering that he made of his
own body, once and for all.” (10:10; Today's English Version)

"By virtue of that one single offering, he has achieved the
eternal perfection of all whom he is sanctifying." (10:14;
Jerusalem Bible) Because of Jesus' death and resurrection, He
is able to bring sinners to heaven - where these transformed
persons will enjoy eternal perfection, a heavenly life of
sinlessness and total Christlikeness. This final perfection
in heaven, where believers will be delivered from the very
presence of sin, is the culmination of a process that begins
on earth. Believers, upon whom the transforming grace of the
covenant-keeping God has worked, are consecrated to God and
are cleansed from the inner moral pollution of sin. Not yet
perfect, they nevertheless are in the process of being
perfected by God's Holy Spirit. It is God's purpose to raise
up a holy people, separate from worldly practices and
consecrated to holy purposes. They are in the process of
being made holy, that 1is, increasingly being made more
Christlike because of the transforming work of God (a
provision of the New Covenant of Grace).

The life of holiness can be described not only in terms of
inner cleansing, but also in terms of inner empowering that
results in a life of practical service. "The blood of goats
and bulls and the ashes of a heifer are sprinkled on those who
have incurred defilement and they restore the holiness of
their outward lives; how much more effectively the blood of
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Christ, who offered himself as the perfect sacrifice to God
through the eternal Spirit, can purify our inner self from
dead actions so that we do our service to the living God."
(Hebrews 9:13-14; Jerusalem Bible)

The blood of Jesus, which is the sign and seal of the New
Covenant of Grace, has great power! Power to reconcile
alienated man to the Holy God (8:6). Power to forgive guilty
man (8:12) and to cleanse believers from the inner pollution
of sin's stains (9:14). Power also to empower weakened
believers so that they may serve the living God (9:14).
Holiness is not only the cleansing away of a negative
pollution, but it is also the imparting of a positive power!
Power to live for God, power to love the loveless, power to
serve the needy! Not the mere avoidance of sin, but the
positive and loving involvement with sinners! According to
James, the hallmark of genuine religion (the religion of
Christ) is not the mere avoidance of worldly pollution, but it
is also the positive involvement in caring for needy persons.
"pure, unspoiled religion, in the eyes of God our Father is
this; coming to the help of orphans and widows when they need
it, and keeping oneself uncontaminated by the world." (James
1:27; Jerusalem Bible)

The holiness which the Spirit of God is progressively
producing in the lives of believers, is the holiness which not
only separates one from the contamination of the world, but
it is also the holiness which separates one to do practical
service for one's fellowmen.

F. He promises eventual eternal rewards (Promised Rewards)

"For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant,
that those who are called may receive the promised eternal
inheritance - now that he has died as a ransom to set them
free from the sins committed under the first covenant."

(9:15)

Those who are reconciled in time, will come into God's nearer
presence in eternity. The person whose life on earth is
characterized by inner purity and outer service,is the same
person who will enjoy the glories of heaven, the same glory
which Jesus presently enjoys and which He intends to share
with His faithful followers.

Because they have been set free from their sins through the
ransom price of Jesus' blood, these delivered people will
enter heaven someday where they will never experience the
temptations of sin's allurements. The blood of animals was
never able to atone for the sins of anyone under the
dispensation of Law, but the blood of Jesus is able to cleanse
from all sins under the dispensation of Grace!
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"christ also was offered in sacrifice once to take away the
sins of many. He will appear a second time, not to deal with
sin, but to save those who are waiting for him." (9:28;
Today's English Version)

Jesus came to earth the first time to die for sinners - to
provide an atonement for sin and to make possible the
reconciliation of unholy man to the Holy God. Jesus will come
to earth the second time to reward the faithful and to give
full salvation to those who are serving Him and who are
waiting eagerly for Him. Believers are saved from sinning,
and are saved for service. Someday they shall be saved
ultimately in heaven where they will be perfected forever and
where they will be rewarded fully!

II. How Did Jesus Accomplish So Much For Mankind?

Jesus' accomplishments are many: (1) He sits down at the
place of authority beside His Father (Glorious Reign) - 8:1.
(2) He serves in the heavenly sanctuary (Humble Service) -
8:2. (3) He mediates between the Holy God and unholy man
(Reconciling Work) - 8:6. (4) He establishes a New Covenant
of Grace with Mankind (Transforming Power) - 8:10-12. (5) He
makes a holy people to serve Him (Progressive Character-
Building) - 10:10,14. (8) He promises eventual eternal
rewards (Promised Rewards) - 9:15,28.

On what basis was Jesus able to accomplish so much? The
writer of the Hebrews makes it very clear that the basis of
Jesus' great accomplishments is the once-and-for-all offering
of Jesus' own body in death as a pleasing sacrifice to God.

Jesus established the New Covenant upon the foundation of His
own shed blood. What Jesus accomplished was far greater than
the greatest things which the 0ld Testament rituals and
sacrifices accomplished.

A. What Jesus accomplished was once-and-for-all, never to be
repeated,

(1) Jesus entered the Most Holy Place once~-and-for-all.
"He (Jesus) did not enter by means of the blood of goats
and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for
all by his own blood, having obtained eternal
redemption."” (9:12)

In contrast to Jesus, the regular priests of the 01d
Covenant entered regularly into the outer room to carry
on their ministry, and the high priest entered the inner
room (Holy of Holies) once a year to make sacrifices for
sins. (Note Hebrews 9: 6,7)
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(2) Jesus offered Himself once to the Father as the
atoning sacrifice for all sin. "Nor did he (Jesus) enter
heaven to offer himself again and again, the way the high
priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood
that is not his own. Then Christ would have had to
suffer many times since the creation of the world. But
now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages
to do away with sin by the sacrifice of

himself...... Christ was sacrificed once to take away the
sins of many people.” (Hebrews 9: 25, 26, 28a)
B. What Jesus accomplished was real.

All that was done by the priests under the 0ld Testament
dispensation of law was only a shadowy outline of the heavenly
order. "The earthly priesthood is unreal and cannot lead men
into reality. But Jesus can lead men into reality. His is
the real priesthood which alone can lead men out of this world
of shadows into the real unseen world." (Barclay's Hebrews,
page 95)

Jesus' gift of Himself as the sacrifice for sin is the only
real sacrifice, in contrast to the inferior gifts of animals
which the 0ld Testament priests had to offer to God, none of
which could cleanse from sin. How unreal and inadequate were
the sacrifices of the 01d Testament! "The gifts and
sacrifices being offered (in the times of the 0ld Covenant of
Law) were not able to clear the conscience of the worshiper.
They are only a matter of food and drink and various
ceremonial washings - external regulations applying until the
time of the new order.." (9: 9,10)

"The ancient sacrifices cleansed a man's body from ceremonial
uncleanness: the sacrifice of Jesus cleansed men's souls."
(Barclay's Hebrews; page 114) The sacrifice of Jesus alone is
real, for it alone can accomplish God's will for mankind,
namely the setting free of man's soul from the bondage of sin.
The sacrifice of Jesus brought eternal redemption, whereas the
sacrifices of the ancient Jewish world had no power to release
man from the stronghold of sin's grip on his life. Under the
0ld covenant, no amount of animal sacrifices had the ability
to deliver man from the dominion of sin. Nothing other than
the blood of Jesus could provide a purchase price to free man
from the slavery of sin.

The sacrifice of Jesus was real because it alone was able to
provide freedom from sin's dominion and forgiveness of sin's
guilt and cleansing from sin's pollution.

Jesus' sacrifice was real for other reasons also: His
sacrifice was voluntary (willingly given), rather than

obligatory, as in the case of the animal sacrifices which had
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to die. His sacrifice was spontaneous, the product of love,
not the product of law. His sacrifice was rational, not an
ignorant sacrifice "caught up in circumstances over which He
had no control and did not understand.." (Barclay's Hebrews;
page 116) "He (Jesus) died open-eyed and knowing whence He
had come, whither He was going, and what He was doing.”
(Ibid; page 116) His sacrifice was moral, that is, it was
given through the power which the eternal Spirit made
available to Jesus as He was dying. The Spirit's enabling
presence and Jesus' surrendered will combined to accomplish
the work of the cross. "It was not legal mechanism that was
working in the sacrifice of Jesus; it was the Spirit of God.
This thing on Calvary was not done because of any prescribed
ritual mechanically carried out." (Barclay's Hebrews; page
116)

The once-and-for-all sacrifice of Jesus on the cross was not
an option, but a divine necessity - if man was to be
reconciled, forgiven, cleansed, empowered for service, and
ultimately granted a life of perfection in heaven. Not that
Jesus had to die, in terms of an absolute necessity, for Jesus
voluntarily came to earth to shed His blood for sinners. But,
in terms of a redemptive necessity, Jesus had to die if
mankind was to be saved from sin. Without the shedding of
blood - the blood of Jesus, the Perfect Sacrifice - there is
no forgiveness of sins and no access to God! (Note Hebrews
9:22)

"What can wash away my sin?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus;
What can make me whole again?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus."

"For my pardon this I see -
Nothing but the blood of Jesus;
For my cleansing, this my plea -
Nothing but the blood of Jesus."

"Nothing can for sin atone -
Nothing but the blood of Jesus;
Naught of good that I have done -
Nothing but the blood of Jesus."

"This is all my hope and peace -
Nothing but the blood of Jesus;
This is all my righteousness -
Nothing but the blood of Jesus"
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Chorus:

"Oh! precious is the flow

That makes me white as snow;

No other fount I know,

Nothing but the blood of Jesus."

(Song: Nothing But The Blood)

"There is a fountain filled with blood
Drawn from Immanuel's veins;

And sinners, plunged beneath that flood,
Lose all their guilty stains."

"And since, by faith, I saw the stream
Thy flowing wounds supply.

Redeeming love has been my theme,

And shall be till I die."

(Song: There Is A Fountain)

Many years ago my grandmother, who at the time was washing
clothes on an old-fashioned scrub board, was weeping and
praying as she was washing the clothes. As a single parent
trying to raise four small children, she was very poor and she
was trying to make "ends meet" financially by washing clothes
for other people. She was not only poor financially, but she
was very spiritually burdened with a sense of her own sins and
her own unworthiness. As she was washing the clothes that
day, she was crying out to God for help. Suddenly she said
that God revealed to her a most unusual sight - a vision of a
river of blood. She knew what she saw was not gruesome, but
unspeakably precious, for the river of blood was the blood of
Jesus! She heard God speak personally to her: "Edna, plunge in
and be made whole!"

CONCLUSION: Yes, Jesus is the perfect sacrifice for sin. He
died that you might live. He is your Mediator, between you
and Almighty God, to make a way of bold access to the Holy
Father, to reconcile the alienated one. He is your Savior to
forgive, your Sanctifier to cleanse, your Redeemer to deliver,
your Transformer to change your nature, your Enabler to
empower you for productive service, your coming King to reward
you for faithfulness!

He is all that your soul ever needs - the Great High Priest
whose "finished work" on the cross was accomplished for you!
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HEBREWS
PROVISION OF THE NEW COVENANT

QUESTTIONS

1. When we speak of the "Finished Work" of Christ on the
Cross of Calvary, what do we mean?

2. Why, according to Philippians 2:7-11, does Jesus deserve
to be highly exalted? (Note also Hebrews 8:1)

3. Is there evidence from Scripture to document the
following statement? "Jesus is not isolated from the
presence of men or insulted from the hurts of men. Even
in His ascended state, He is still identified with Man."
(Note Hebrews 8:2)

4, If Jesus, in His ascended state, refused to merely bask
in the glory of God but instead serves mankind in
eternity as well as on earth when He was a man, what
attitude should a Christian have who is greatly honored
by his fellowmen? (Note Philippians 2:1-11)

5. According to Hebrews 8:6 and Hebrews 9:15, what is one of
Jesus' greatest ministries, in behalf of lost mankind?

6. Describe some of the wonderful features of the New
Covenant of Grace, as described in Hebrews 8:8-12.

7. Cite Scriptural evidence to document the truth of the
following statement: "The new covenant of grace is the
“expulsive power of a new affection' - the affection of
God's newly imparted love!" (Note Romans 5:5)

8. Share from your own life how you have personally been

changed in one or more of the following ways, as a result
of accepting God's New Covenant of Grace:

(a) Forgiveness of sins, resulting in the resolution of
guilt (Note Hebrews 8:12; 9:15).
(b) Inner cleansing from sin's pollution (Note Hebrews

9:14).

(c) Empowerment for loving service (Note Hebrews 8:10;
9:14b).

(d) Intim= ‘zllowship and relationship with Christ
(Note Hebrews 8:11).

9. Because of the offering of Jesus' body in death, what is
God able to provide for believers, according to Hebrews
10:107
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

According to Hebrews 10:14, is sanctification a dramatic
experience that is accomplished at a certain point in
time, or is sanctification a gradual process in time
which shall finally be consummated in eternity?

Cite Scriptural evidence to document the truth of the
following statement: "The life of holiness can be
described not only in terms of inner cleansing, but also
in terms of inner empowering that results in a life of
practical service."” (Note Hebrews 9:13-14: James 1:27)

To those who are faithful to the Lord throughout their
lifetimes, what has God promised, according to Hebrews
9:15 and II Timothy 4:7-87

According to Hebrews 9:28, why did Jesus come the FIRST
TIME and for what purpose will Jesus come the SECOND
TIME?

In summary, consider the great accomplishments of Jesus,
and point out which one of the following means the most
to you personally:

(a) He sits down at the place of authority beside the

Father (Glorious Reign) - Hebrews 8:1.

(b) He serves in the Heavenly Sanctuary (Humble
Service) - Hebrews 8:2.

(c) He mediates between the Holy God and unholy man
(Reconciling Work) - Hebrews 8:6.

(d) He establishes a New Covenant of Grace with Mankind
(Transforming Power) - Hebrews 8:10-12,

(e) He makes a holy people to serve Him (Progressive
Character - Building) - Hebrews 10:10,14.

(f) He promises eventual eternal rewards (Promised
Rewards) - Hebrews 9:15,28.

According to Hebrews 9:12, 25, 26, 28, what did Jesus
accomplish once-and-for-zl1l1?

What evidence is there that Jesus' accomplishments were
Real, in contrast to the so-called accomplishments of the
0l1d Testament sacrificial system? (Hebrews 9:9,10)

As you contemplate the following contrast between the
sacrifice of Jesus and the animal sacrifices of the 0ld
Testament, lift your heart in gratitude for the divine
love which motivated Jesus to make such a costly
sacrifice of Himself for lost mankind.
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Jesus' Sacrifice Animal Sacrifices

1. Voluntarily-given 1., Given out of
obligation

2. Sacrifice was 2. Sacrifice was

spontaneous, as a product of mechanical, as a

love. product of law.

3. Sacrifice was rational, 3. Sacrifice was

with Jesus having full ignorant, with victim

knowledge of what he was having no control

doing. over its fate.

4., Sacrifice was moral, 4, Sacrifice was

given as a result of the Holy ritualistic, given as

Spirit's enabling presence. a result of a
legalistic
requirement.

18. Did Jesus have to come to earth to die for mankind? Why
or why not? Tell to what extent you agree or disagree
with the following statements: "Jesus did not have to
die in terms of an absolute necessity, for Jesus
voluntarily came to earth to shed His blood for sinners.

_ But, in terms of a redemptive necessity, Jesus had to die
if mankind was to be saved from sin."

19. What, according to Hebrews 9:22, was absolutely essential
if mankind was to be redeemed from sin and forgiven of
sin?

20. From your own personal Christian experience, share how

Jesus has ministered to you in each of the following
ways:

(a) Mediator to make a way of bold access to the
Father.

(b) Savior to forgive you of all your sins, and to
resolve all of your guilt.

(c) Sanctifier to cleanse vyour heart from sin's
pollution, resulting in uniting all your powers to
serve Christ alone as Lord and Master.

(d) Redeemer to release you from the grip of sin's
power in your life, resulting in deliverance from
unholy habits.

(e) Transformer to change your nature, resulting in a
new delight in God's laws.

(f) Enabler to impart power to you for productive
service and good works.
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HEBREWS
THE HIGH CALL TO FAITHFULNESS

OUTLTINE

SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 10:19-39

INTRODUCTION: The promises and provisions of the New Covenant
of Grace are fulfilled in the lives of those persons who
initially accept Christ by faith and who continue throughout
life to remain faithful to Christ.

PROPOSITION: Based upon the fact of Christ's abundant
provisions, a call to persevering faith is issued! This call
to faithfulness is sounded forth in a variety of ways.

T. Closer Fellowship With God (Verses 19-22)

II. Stronger Determination In Hope (Verse 23)

III. Greater Performance Of Works (Verse 24)

IV. Consistent Attendance At Church (Verse 25)

V. Holy Life Of Righteousness (Verses 26-31)
VI. Maintained Confidence Amidst Persecution (Verses 32-39)
A. We Must Recognize The Great Cost In Being Faithful
To Christ
B. We Must Realize The True Meaning In Being Faithful
To Christ
C. We Must Respond To The Powerful Motivation in Being

Faithful To Christ

CONCLUSION: The high call to faithfulness 1is multi-
dimensional. Are you willing personally to accept that high
call to faithfulness?
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HEBREWS
THE HIGH CALL TO FAITHFULNESS
SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 10:19-39

INTRODUCTION: The promises of God and the provisions of the
New Covenant of Grace are great and wonderful! Because Christ
reigns (8:1), the devil is dethroned and his day of final
execution is assured. The Christ who reigns in power is the
same Christ whose glory in heaven is expressed in His ministry
of service in behalf of mankind on earth (8:2). In His
heavenly state, Christ is not isolated from mankind nor
insulated from the hurts and sins of lost humanity, but,
instead, He sits at the right hand of the Father's throne
where He constantly intercedes for you and for me! "In Him
the supreme majesty and the supreme service met." (Barclay's
Hebrews; page 94) As mediator, Christ stands between unholy
man and the Holy God, to provide a "bridge" whereby man the
sinner can become a friend of God the Master (8:6). Through
the shed blood of Jesus, the New Covenant of Grace was signed
into existence, and the transforming power of God to change
human nature has been released into the lives of repentant
sinners. Henceforth, since the establishment of the New
Covenant of Grace obliterate the 0ld Covenant of Law, the laws
of God are written, not externally on clay tablets, but
internally on fleshly hearts (8:8-12)! Persons whose lives
have been changed because of the transforming power of the
covenant-keeping God, are persons who progressively are
becoming more Christlike. The progressive and gradual
perfecting of the character of these persons shall be made
complete when these earthly saints shall be finally rewarded
in heaven (10:14). Inward cleansing evidences itself in a
life of outward power. Power to love the loveless, and to
help the needy. Provision was made for inner purity in order
that one may have power to do service to the 1living God
(9:14). The person whose life on earth is characterized by
inner purity and outer service, 1s the same person who will
enjoy the glories of heaven, the same glory which Jesus
presently enjoys and which He intends to share with His
faithful followers. Someday Christ's followers will receive
their promised eternal inheritance (9:15).

PROPOSITIONS: The promises and provisions of the New Covenant
of Grace are fulfilled in the lives of those persons who
initially accept Christ by faith and who continue throughout
life to remain faithful to Christ. Based upon the fact of
Christ's abundant provisions, a call to persevering faith is
issued! This call to faithfulness is sounded forth in _a
variety of ways: (1) Faithfulness in drawing closer to God
(verses 19-22); (2) Faithfulness in unswervingly holding on
to our hope (verse 23); (3) Faithfulness in the performance
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of good works and in stimulating fellow believers to do deeds
of compassion (verse 24); (4) Faithfulness in consistent
attendance at church services (verse 25); (5) Faithfulness in
living a holy life of righteousness and avoiding an apostate
life of wickedness (verses 26-31); (6) Faithfulness in
maintaining confidence and courage amidst severe persecution
and material and physical loss (verses 32-39).

I. CLOSER FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD (Verses 19-22)

"Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the
Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way
opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and
since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us
draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of
faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty
conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.”
{Hebrews 10:19-22)

Let us draw nhear to God, because Christ's blood assures
cleansing from all sins, and personal access to the Father.

Why can believers draw closer to God? Because of what Jesus
has accomplished when He died on the cross. "As the rending
of the Tabernacle veil opened the way to the presence of God,
so the rending of the flesh of Christ revealed the full
greatness of the love of God." (Barclay's Hebrews; page 134).
Jesus not only, through His death, became the rent veil to
open the way to God's presence, but Jesus was the Great High
Priest to build a bridge of access to God. "Jesus does not
only show us the way that leads to God, He takes us, as High
Priest, into the presence of God." (Ibid; page 134). Jesus
shows us the way to God; Jesus actually takes us into the
presence of God. Also, Jesus makes us fit morally and
spiritually to be in God's holy presence. Through His blood,
He cleanses the affections of our hearts and purifies the
instincts of our bodies.

Because Jesus reveals the person of God, and because Jesus
takes us to the presence of God, and because Jesus imparts to
our nature the purity of God, we therefore have great
confidence and powerful incentive to draw nearer to God in
loving worship and adoration.

II. STRONGER DETERMINATION IN HOPE (Verse 23).

"Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who
promised is faithful. " (Hebrews 10:23).

Let us hold unswervingly to our hope, because God's
fajthfulness assures fulfillment of His promises.
The hope of the Christian is not an illusion of the mind with
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no substance. The hope of the Christian is based on the
trustworthiness of God's person and the integrity of God's
promises. God cannot lie (Titus 1:2). He says what He means,
and He means what He says. The hope of seeing Jesus and the
hope of experiencing eternal life in heaven, is not "wishful
thinking” or a mere delusion of the mind.

As believers, we must hold unswervingly to our hope in Christ.
We must not allow the perplexities of events or the inequities
of life or the mysteries of unsolved problems to cause us to
leave the pathway of righteousness. When wrong seems often so
very strong, and when righteousness seems often to be
unrecognized and unrewarded, it is so easy for a believer to
be taken captive in "Doubting Castle."

We must remember that that which is unseen - our ultimate
salvation in heaven - is that which is most certain.

IITI. GREATER PERFORMANCE OF WORKS (Verse 24)

"And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward
love and good deeds." (verse 24)

Let us perform good works, because the believer's influence
motivates others to do compassionate deeds of love.

We are not saved by good works, but we are saved for good
works. According to Ephesians 2:8-10, we are saved by grace,

through faith, for good works. "For we are God's handiwork,
created in Christ Jesus to devote ourselves to the good deeds
for which God has designed us." (Ephesians 2:10, NEB)

Faith in God is concretely expressed by an outward life of
good deeds. "But someone may well argue, “You say the way to
God is by faith alone, plus nothing; well, I say that good
works are Iimportant too, for without good works you can't
brove whether you have faith or not; but anyone can see that
I have faith by the way I act.” (James 2:18; Living Bible)

We are saved by faith, but a "saving faith" is a "working
faith." ‘"Jesus Christ gave himself for us to redeem us from
all inigquity and to purify for himself a people of his own who
are zealous for good deeds.” (Titus 2:14; RSV) "This is
solid truth: I want you to speak about these matters with
absolute certainty, so that those who have believed in God may
concentrate upon a life of goodness. Good work iIs good in
itself and is also useful to mankind." (Titus 3:8; Phillips
Translation)

Jesus told His disciples to let their lights so shine before
men that they may see their good works; good works glorify the
Father who is in heaven (Matthew 5:16). Notes Barclay, "Faith
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and deeds are not opposite; they are, in fact, inseparable.
No man will ever be moved to action without faith; and no
man's faith is real until it moves him to action. Faith and
deeds are opposite sides of a man's experience of God."
(Barclay's James; page 92)

Of one godly woman in the Early Church, Dorcus, it is written
that she "was always doing good and helping the poor."” (Acts
9:36) Is it any wonder that there was great sorrow when she
died? "All the widows stood around Peter, crying and showing
him the robes and other clothing that Dorcus had made while
she was still with him." (Acts 9:39)

A life of good deeds is an exemplary life of godliness, and
such a life helps motivate others to enter into the arena of
practical love. Each Christian is not only to practice good
works himself, but he is to spur other Christians to do good
works as well.

IV. Consistent Attendance at Church (verse 25).

"Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit
of doing, but let us encourage one another - and all the more
as you see the Day approaching.” (Verse 25)

Let us persist in regular church attendance, because fellow
believers need encouragement in face of Christ's Second Coming
and of God's Coming judgement.,

There are Christians who neglect coming regularly to Church

Services. They remain aloof and want to practice their
Christian faith in solitude. It is both dangerous and selfish
to be a "Lone Ranger Christian." Dangerous because individual

believers are so much more vulnerable to Satanic attacks and
so much more subject to doctrinal heresies when they are not
a responsible member of a company of believers. Selfish
because other believers need the encouragement which their
presence would give if they were a regular part of a committed
company of fellow believers. Christians are not meant to live
in isolation, but rather they are meant to live in fellowship
with fellow believers.

Good habits are as hard to break as Bad habits. Persons -
even professing Christians - who are out of the "habit' of
regular church attendance, have a difficult time breaking that
“bad' habit. Christians who are in the "habit' of regular
church attendance are most fortunate, for such persons not
only receive counsel and protection from their fellow
Christians, but they also have the opportunity, by their
positive influence and through the exercise of their spiritual
gifts, to edify the entire congregation in the local church.
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What is the reason for Christians coming regularly together at
a public Church Service? Not to fulfill a 'religious duty',
but to encourage and to build up fellow believers in
the faith'. Among the several good objectives that can be
fulfilled in a church service, one of the most important
objectives is "Mutual Encouragement" among God's People.

I like the following which my wife, Venita Christian, wrote:
"The analogy of the Church which I enjoy the most is that of
a family. When we become a Child of God we become a member of
God's family. We are blessed with many privileges. One of
those is that of growing up in the loving, caring atmosphere
of the Family.

"As & child the meost special time in our day, after a big day
of working in the field, was meal time. Our meals were served
at regular times, the food was delicious, and the fellowship
was great! We were all expected to pull up our chairs to the
table to be together at a meal time. As a Christian, the
special time with my brothers and sisters in Christ is at
"meal time'. It is at this time that I am strengthened by the
Bread of Life and encouraged by the joy of the fellowship in
order that I will be a better worker in the Harvest Field. 1In
our local Family of God the meal is served regularly, several
times during the week. Around the Family Table is a chair
bearing the name of each of our family members. A meal is
served at Sunday Morning Worship, Sunday School, Sunday
Evening Celebration, Christian Growth Group, etc. When we
fail to “pull up our chair' when the meal is served, we most
likely will become weak spiritually and will eventually become
ill. ©Not only do we suffer, but also do our family members.
No one can fill our chair but us. When we are not present at
the "meal', we are missed because we are loved. I think I
understand more clearly now, having experienced the sorrow of
some family members' chairs not being filled regularly, why my
father insisted that we all be present at meal time, Our
presence was a sign of health and our presence made the family
complete. We needed each other after a long hard day of work.
The laughter and the joy over the meal was so satisfying and
drew us even closer together. Brothers and sisters in Christ,
we need the nourishment served at "meal time' and we need each
other. When we are not present at "meal time' we become weak,
our chair is vacant, and other family members are concerned
because they love us.

"As one who wants to be present at each meal served to our
Church Family, I have noticed that one of the first signs of
spiritual illness, is the lack of “pulling up' to the table
when the meals are served. Often we feel tired and weak after
a day of working in the heat, battling the obstacles of life.
The enemy of our souls, the author of spiritual illness,
delights in seeing our absence at the table. Sometimes I
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would tell my mother “I'm too tired to eat.' She would
respond with “Come and join us, you'll feel better'. And I
did! When vou feel weak and tired, I urge you as a family
member, to “pull up your chair' to the table. You'll feel
better. Family members, someday we will be invited to the
table where the meal of meals will be served. The Bible tells
us "“Blessed are those who are invited to the Marriage Supper
of the Lamb' (Revelation 19:9). What a thrill to pull up our
chair to the grandest meal of all with Christ and the Family
of God! Somehow I believe our response to the regular meals
with our Family here on earth will influence whether or not we
will be blessed to receive that grand invitation to the Meal
of meals. My prayer daily for all my brothers and sisters in
Christ and for myself is that we will have a good hearty
appetite for the Bread of Life and that we will want to pull
up our chairs to the table when the meal is served! See you
at "meazl time'!"

Are you committed to regular attendance in your local church?
A vital relationship with God cannot 1long be maintained
without regular attendance at the public worship services. I
have noticed, after working with scores and scores of young
believers during the last 25 years, that those young believers
who become committed to regular church attendance are the same
ones who generally grow into spiritual maturity. The opposite
is also generally true: Those young believers (or, for that
matter, older believers) who ~“drop out' of regular church
attendance also “drop out' of a vital relationship with God.
Such persons become luke-warm Christians and sometimes
backslide completely. Church attendance alone 1is not
sufficient to maintain a vital daily relationship with God,
but it is almost impossible to enjoy a vital relationship with
God without commitment to consistent church attendance. I
have never yet met a mature Christian who does not habitually
attend public church services.

v. Holy Life of Righteousness (verses 26-31).

"Tf we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the
knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins 1is left, but
only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that
will consume the enemies of God. Anyone who rejected the law
of Moses died without mercy on the testimony of two or three
witnesses. How much more severely do you think a man deserves
to be punished who has trampled the Son of God under foot, who
has treated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that
sanctified him, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace? For
we know him who said, "It is mine to avenge; I will repay.'’
and again, "The Lord will judge his people.' It is a dreadful
thing to fall into the hands of the living God." (Hebrews
10:26-31) Let us guard against spiritual apostasy, because it
is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.
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Because God created each of us with a "Free Will"” - i.e., with
the ability to choose right and wrong - believers do not lose
the capacity to respond negatively rather than positively

after their point of initial spiritual conversion. Notes
Lloyd Knox, "I believe in the security of the believer. But
it is conditional rather than unconditional. I am secure

while I keep on believing, trusting, responding. To be secure
in any other fashion would violate all that 1is meant by
personal relationship and covenant....At no point in our
personal history does God intend to depersonalize us by
destroying our will, our power to choose, our capability of
responding positively or negatively to our relationship with
God." (Pamphlet "Security For Believers" by Lloyd Knox)

"“Staying on track' with Jesus means being faithful in our
“walk with Christ', obeying God's commands, confessing sin
guickly, remaining sensitive to the Holy Spirit's wooing,
recognizing the seriousness of sin and seeing that gin is not
a mere violation of law but a breaking of a relationship of
love, regarding the sacred nature of the sacrificial 'blood of
Jesus', keeping a reverential fear of the Lord who is a just
and averaging Judge of unrepentant sinners.

It may not be probable, but it is always possible to fall away
from grace and to revert to a life of deliberate and habitual
sinning. Wrote Peter about those who abandon the way of
righteousness and fall back into a life of sinning. "And when
a person has escaped from the wicked ways of the world by
learning about our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and then gets
tangled up with sin and becomes its slave agalin, he is worse
off than he was before. It would be better if he had never
known about Christ at all than to learn of him and then
afterwards turn his back on the holy commandments that were
given to him. There is an old saying that A dog comes back
to what he has vomited, and a pig is washed only to come back

and wallow in the mud again.' That is the way it is with
those who turn again to their sin." (II Peter 2:20-22; Living
Bible.)

Forgiveness is always extended to those whose hearts are
broken and whose spirits are repentant. The case of Hebrews
10:26-31 is the case of a one-time believer who deliberately
turns from Christ and who denies the Lord and the
effectiveness of His atoning sacrifice altogether, and who
chooses constantly to reject the wooing of the Holy Spirit.
This apostate callously hardens his heart to God's overtures
of love (trampling Christ under foot), callously profanes the
sacred things of God (treating Jesus' blood of the new
covenant as an unholy thing), and callously closes one's ears
to the voice of the Holy Spirit (insulting the Spirit of
grace) .
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Notes Adam Clarke, "Jesus being the only sacrifice which God
will accept, those who reject him have none other sacrifice;
therefore their case must be utterly without remedy. The case
is that of a deliberate apostate - one who has utterly
rejected Jesus Christ and his atonement, and renounced the
whole Gospel system. It has nothing to do with backsliders in
our common use of that term. A man may be overtaken in a
fault, or he may deliberately go into sin, and yet neither
renounce the Gospel, nor deny the Lord that bought him. His
case is dreary and dangerous, but it is not hopeless; no case
is hopeless but that of the deliberate apostate, who rejects
the whole Gospel system, after having been saved by grace, or
convinced of the truth of the Gospel. To him there remaineth
no more sacrifice for sin; for there was but the ONE, Jesus,
and this he has utterly rejected.” (Clarke's Commentary on
Hebrews; page 757)

This Scripture (Hebrews 10:26-31) does not teach that
forgiveness and restoration of the backslider are impossible;
it does teach that as long as a one-time believer continues in
a state of willful apostasy - that is, habitual deliberate
sinning - he puts himself beyond the possibility of
forgiveness. There can only be forgiveness and spiritual
restoration to God through repentance, and if one refuses to
repent, then he forfeits any possibility of recovery!

Life is a fragile business, therefore we must handle it with

prayer! Jesus said, "Watch and pray that ye enter not into
temptation; the spirit indeed is wiling, but the flesh is
weak. " Guard the affections of vyour heart, for vyour
affections guide vyour 1life! Paul warned wus against
overconfidence in the Christian life; "So let the man who
feels sure of his standing today be careful that he does not
fall tomorrow.” (I Corinthians 10:12; Phillips)

Daily examination of our own lives is vitally important, to
guard ourselves against spiritual drifting, to check ourselves
against both blatant and subtle sins. Wrote Paul, "Examine
yourselves to make sure you are in the faith; test yourselves.
Do you acknowledge that Jesus Christ is really in you? If
not, you have failed the test."” (II Corinthians 13:5;
Jerusalem Bible)

Wrote David, "Search me, 0O God, and know my heart; test me and

know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way
in me, and lead me in the way everlasting."” (Psalms 139:23-
24)

If punishment was severe for those who, in 0id Testament days,
refused to listen to Moses, how much greater will be the
punishment of those who, during this present age of grace,
refuse to respond to the offers of forgiveness which Christ

166



gives! For those who persist in their state of apostasy,
there awaits a terrible punishment. "It is & fearful thing to
fall into the hands of the lIiving God." (Hebrews 10:31)

What incentives in the Christian life are there for "keeping
true to Jesus"? The incentive of love 1is the greatest
incentive! How can a present believer look at the tender face
of Jesus and the open arms of acceptance, and how can he
think of the Lover of Men who suffered on a cruel cross, and
then coldly walk away from Christ? The magnet of God's love,
demonstrated conclusively on Mount Calvary, should be the
greatest "staying power" to "keep one on track with Jesus."
But another very powerful incentive for faithfulness is the
just wrath of God which shall be poured out upon all hardened
apostates. The wrath of God is just as terrible as the love
of God 1is wonderful! As believers, let us always guard
against spiritual apostasy, because it is a dreadful thing to
fall into the hands of the living God!

IV. Maintained Confidence Amidst Persecution (verses 32-39)

Let us remember our previous times of courageous suffering,
because previous perseverance in trial will motivate us to the
final perseverance which gives great eternal rewards.

A. We must recognize the great Cost in being faithful to
Christ.

Strange 1is the doctrine that is too often spread among
Christians which declares that when a person becomes a
believer he is delivered from his problems, that he becomes
healthy, and that he becomes a recipient of material wealth.
This so-called "Prosperity Gospel” is not true to the
Scriptures. Not only in the Early Church, but throughout the
last 20 centuries, there have been multitudes of believers who
have suffered great persecution and who have lost their
physical property and their personal freedoms because of their
declared faith in Jesus Christ! Many to whom the book of
Hebrews was written had suffered greatly - public exposure to
insults and persecution, confiscation of property,
imprisonment, and ridicule because of Jidentification with
fellow sufferers (Hebrews 10:32-34).

There is a high cost in serving Christ, in remaining faithful
to Christ when it is not popular to be a Christian! At one
time or another, it is inevitable that a believer will suffer
some type of persecution as a result of faithfully following
Christ! Paul wrote, "Everyone who wants to live a godly life
in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evil men and
importers will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being
deceived.” (II Timothy 3:12-13; NIV)
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Imprisonment for Christ, confiscation of property, and
martyrdom for Christ are not phenomena confined to the days of
Early Christianity. More have died for their Christian faith
in the twentieth century than in any one previous century
since the time of Christ! Claims David Barrett of the World
Evangelization Research Center, "In one part of the globe,
over ten thousand Christians have been killed every year since
1950, due to clashes with anti-Christian mobs, infuriated
relatives, state-organized death squads, and so on." (Quoted
in "Christian History" Magazine; Issue 27, Volume IX, No. 3;
page 37) David Barrett estimates that of the sixty million
killed and sixty-six million imprisoned between 1917 and 1953
in the USSR, half were Christian!

One reliable source reports the following: "During China's
Cultural revolution (1966-76), religious activity was forced
underground, most Bibles were destroyed, believers' homes were
looted, and many Christians were imprisoned or executed. In
1983 the government arrested hundreds of church leaders and
cracked down on illegal house-church meetings. Beyond the
Soviet Union and China, Christians have laid down their lives
for their faith in some 180 countries." (Ibid; page 37)

Yes, those who follow Christ as Master must be prepared to
endure persecution and suffering, for a disciple is not above
his Master.

"Must Jesus bear the cross alone,
And all the world go free?
No; there's a cross for every one,
And there's a cross for me."
{Must Jesus Bear The Cross Alone?)

Jesus said, "If anyone would come arfter me, he must deny

himself and take up his cross daily and follow me." (Luke

9:23)

B. We must realize the true meaning in being Faithful to
Christ.

What does it mean to be faithful to Christ? It means that, in
the midst of terrible persecution and great physical loss, we
do not throw away our confidence. "So do not throw away your
confidence; it will be richly rewarded.' (Hebrews 10:35). How
easy it is to be intimated in the face of persecutors, and to
lose hope in the face of great losses. We must keep our
confidence in God's goodness and our hope in God's promises.
We must never forget that heaven is our true home, and that we
are mere "pilgrims" passing through this earth. Amidst great
persecution and loss, Martin Luther expressed his confidence
in God's justice and power and ultimate rewards:
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"Let goods and kindred go, This mortal life also -
The body they may kill; God's truth abideth still:
His kingdom is forever."

(A Mighty Fortress Is Our God)

What does it mean to be faithful to Christ? It means to
maintain confidence amidst persecution. It alsoc means to
persevere in doing the will of God until the very end of life.
"yYou need to persevere so that when you have done the will of
God, you will receive what he has promised." (Hebrews 10:36)

Ultimate rich rewards come to those who maintain confidence
amidst persecution, and to those who maintain perseverance
until the end of life. "Perseverance is one of the great
unromantic virtues. Most people can start well; almost
everyone can be fine in spasms. Most people have their good
days. Most men have their great moments. To everyone it is
sometimes given to mount up with wings as eagles; in the
moment of the great effort everyone can run and not be weary;
but the greatest gift of all is to walk and not to faint."
(Barclay's Hebrews; page 143, 144)

Said Jesus, "All men will hate you because of me, but he who
stands firm to the end will be saved.”" (Matthew 10:22) Wrote
James, "Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because
when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life
that God has promised to those who love him." (James 1:12)

C. We must respond to the powerful Motivations is being
Faithful to Christ.

Maintaining confidence in the midst of persecution, and
maintaining endurance throughout one's entire lifetime are not
easy, but the motivations for doing so are very great indeed.
The writer to the Hebrew Christians gives three main
motivations for faithfulness in Hebrews 10:37-39.

(1) The fact of Christ's soon Second Coming is a strong
motivation for faithfulness amidst persecution.

"For in just a very little while, “He who is coming will come
and will not delay’."” (Hebrews 10:37)

Suffering Christians will not have to suffer forever. They
will soon be rewarded - and rewarded richly (verse 35) - for
their faithfulness. God's promises, given to persevering
saints, will soon be fulfilled. Even a cup of cold water,
given in Jesus' name, will not go without its reward (Matthew
10:42). He who suffers much for Christ now will be rewarded
most greatly when Christ returns. He who bears humiliation
now for the cause of the cross of Christ, will be crowned with
glory in the Mansion above. Suffering temporarily, but glory
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forever! Says the Lord in the Book of Revelation: "Do not be
afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil
will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will
suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the
point of death, and I will give you the crown of life.”
(Revelation 2:10; NIV)

The soon coming of Jesus should motivate us to be faithful,

for Jesus will come to "balance the books", to reward the
righteous and to punish the wicked. His Coming spells both
justice and goodness - i.e., just punishment for unrepentant

sinners and tender goodness to suffering saints. Wrote Paul,
"God is just; He will pay back trouble to those who trouble
you and give relief to you who are troubled. This will happen
when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire
with his powerful angels. He will punish those who do not
know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They
will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out
from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his
power on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy people
and to be marveled at among all those who have believed." (II
Thessalonians 1:6-10; NIV)

Polycarp, the aged bishop of Smyrna, was born A.D. 70 and knew
eyewitnesses of Jesus,possibly including the apostle John.
When he was 86 years old, during a severe persecution of the
Early Church by Roman pagans, Polycarp was told to curse

Christ or be burned azalive at the stake. Said the Roman
proconsul, "I will make thee to be consumed by fire, if thou
repent not." Polycarp answered, "Thou treatest the fire that

burns for an hour and in a little while is guenched; for thou
knowest not of the fire of the judgement to come, and the fire
of the eternal punishment, reserved for the ungodly. But why
delayest thou? Bring what thou wilt." (Quoted in "Christian
History" Maga=zine; Issue 27; Volume IX, No. 3; page 15)

Faithfulness to Christ, even amidst suffering, is worthwhile,
for Christ is coming again. There is a Judgement Day coming,
when all evil doers will be punished and all the faithful
shall be rewarded!

(2) Faith in God's Sovereign Power amidst
injustice is a strong motivation for faithfulness.

Hebrews 10:38 1is a quotation from Habakkuk 2:3 - "But my
righteous one will live by faith." 1In Habakkuk, "the prophet
tells his people that if they hold fast to their loyalty to
God, God will see them through their present situation; but
the victory comes only to the man who holds on." (Barclay's
Hebrews; page 144)



The 0l1d Testament prophet Habakkuk felt the unfairness of a
situation at a time in history when it appeared that the
wicked nation of Babylon was devouring God's chosen people.
Boldly the prophet asked the Lord this guestion: "Why then do
you tolerate the treacherous? Why are you silent while the
wicked swallow up those more righteous than themselves?"”

(Habakkuk 1:13b) When the wicked man prospers and the
righteous man suffers loss, the godly man is tempted to
guestion the justice of God. Doubt and confusion can give
birth to anger or to depression. Then it is possible easily
to fall into the trap of envy - envying the prosperity of the
wicked. Getting one's focus off of God and onto others can
cause one to lose his spiritual foothold. "But as for me, my

feet had almost slipped; I had nearly lost my foothold. For
I envied the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the
wicked." (Psalms 73:2,3)

What should a believer do when righteousness goes unrewarded
and when evil seems to be rampant, to go unchecked and
unpunished? In the midst of a set of circumstances which
seemed so unfair, and at a time when the prophet Habakkuk
could have so easily succumbed to despair, or to anger, or to
envy, he instead learned to flex his spiritual muscles and to
put his full trust in his Sovereign God. The Lord instructed
Habakkuk during this time of national crisis and moral

turmoil: "The righteous will live by his faith."” (Habakkuk
2:4b)

Habakkuk chose the way of faith in God instead of the pathways
of despair or envy or bitterness. How do you exercise faith
in God during a +time when, morally-speaking, things are
"topsy-turvy" - when the wicked are prospering and the

righteous are suffering? Like the Psalmist in Psalms 73 and
like the prophet in Habakkuk 3. Faith means you wait for God
to vindicate the righteous and to punish the wicked. Said the
Psalmist: "As a dream when one awakes, so when you arise, O
Lord, you will despise them (the wicked) as fantasies."”
(Psalms 73:20) Said the prophet Habakkuk: "Yet I will wait
patiently for the day of calamity to come on the (wicked)
nation invading us.” (Habakkuk 3:16Db)

Faith, during a time of personal or national crisis, means
that you continue to serve God faithfully regardless of the
material or the visible benefits that you derive from serving
God. To succumb to envying the wicked is to fall away from
faith in God. Faith means trusting God, regardless of
results, and in spite of the fact that the wicked appear to go
unpunished and unchecked in their wickedness. Said the
prophet Habakkuk: "Though the fig tree does not bud and there
are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and
the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the
pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in God my
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Savior. The Sovereign Lord is my strength; he makes my feet
like the feet of a deer, he enables me to go on the heights."
(Habakkuk 3:17-19; NIV)

(3) Contemplating the serious conseguences of
unfaithfulness to Christ is a strong motivation to remain
faithful to the end of life.

"And if he shrink back, I (God) will not be pleased with him."
(Hebrews 10:38)

Not only does the apostate displease God, but the apostate -
i.e., the one who leaves Christ and His Gospel system (Hebrews
10:26-31) - brings eternal destruction to his soul! According
to Hebrews 10:39, those who shrink back from following Christ
are those who are destroyed! There are only two ways in life
- the way of faith (belief) which brings ultimate salvation in
heaven, and the way of faithlessness (disbelief and apostasy)
ioh brings eternal destruction in hell. Rejecting Christ
and being destroyed was certainly a possibility, in the case
of the Hebrew Christians (or why all the warnings against such
a dreadful possibility?), but the writer to these believers is
confident of much better things in their case (Hebrews 6:9)

"and in his own case (as the writer). "But we are not of those
who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who believe
and are saved.'" (Hebrews 10:39)

Belief in the goodness of God, expressed in the rewards He
shall grant His people when Christ returns the Second time
(10:37), 1is a great meotivation for faithfulness. Belief in
the justice of God, eventually to be manifested in the midst
of unfair circumstances, 1is another great motivation for
faithfulness (10:38a). Belief in the wrath of God, finally to
be poured out upon those who shrink back from following Christ
(unrepentant apostates), is a third motivation for
faithfulness and perseverance (10:38b-39).

It is possible, out of fear or cowardice, to shrink back from
following Christ and to abandon the way of righteousness.
There is no such thing as unconditional or inevitable

perseverance, Every believer is a person of choosing, and
every believer must continue to choose to follow Christ,
through "thick and thin" and in spite of losses and

persecution.

Knowing how severe is the punishment for cowards who turn back
from following Christ, ought to be a strong deterrent against
backsliding and apostasy. Wrote God through the apostle John
in the book of Revelation: "Everyone who conguers will
Inherit all these blessings, and I will be his God and he will
be my son. But cowards who turn back from following me, and
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those who are unfaithful to me - their doom is in the Lake
that burns with fire and sulphur. This is the Second Death."
{Revelation 20:7-8:Living Bible)

Warned God, through His prophet Ezekiel, "The righteous man,
if he sins, will not be allowed to live because of his former
righteousness., If I tell the righteous man that he will
surely live, but then he trusts in his righteousness and does
evil, none of the righteous things he has done will be
remembered; he will die for the evil he has done." (Ezekiel
33:12b-13; NIV)

The cost of faithfulness is great - suffering loss and
enduring persecution (10:32-34). The rewards for faithfulness
are great - receiving what God has promised (10:35-36). The
motivations for faithfulness are great - the goodness of God
(10:37), the justice of God (10:38a), the wrath of God
(10:38b-39).

CONCLUSION: The high call to faithfulness is multi-
dimensional. It is a call to a closer fellowship with God
(16:19-22), a call to a stronger determination in hope
(10:23), a call to a greater performance of good works
(10:24), a call to a consistent attendance at church services

(10:25), a call to live a holy life of righteousness rather
than to live a wicked life of apostasy (10:26-31), a call to
maintain confidence amidst persecution (10:32-39).

Are vyou willing personally to accept that high call to
faithfulness?



THE HIGH CALL TO FAITHFULNESS
(Discussion Questions on Hebrews 10:19-39)

Based upon a close observation of Hebrews 10:19-22, point
out those verses which indicate that Jesus is (a) the
rent veil to open the way to God's presence, (b) the
Great High Priest to build a "Bridge of access" to God,
(c) the Cleanser to make us fit morally and spiritually
to be in God's holy presence.

In light of the perplexities of events and the inequities
of life and the mysteries of unsolved problems, what are
Christians, who are tempted to despair, exhorted to do,
according to Hebrews 10:237

According to Hebrews 10:24, what "service" are believers
exhorted to perform for each other? Tell to what extent
you agree or disagree with the following statements:
"Faith and deeds are not opposite; they are in fact,
inseparable. No man will ever be moved to action without
faith; and no man's faith is real until it moves him to
action. Faith and deeds are opposite sides of a man's
experience of God." Read and briefly discuss what the
following Scriptures say about the significance of "Good
Works": Ephesians 2:10; James 1:27; James 2:18; Titus
2:14; Titus 3:8; Matthew 5:16; Matthew 25:31-40; II
Corinthians 5:10; Acts 9:386. Do vyou believe the
following statements reflect the Biblical understanding
of the relationship between Faith and Good Works? -
"Faith is the direct condition for salvation, and Good

Works is the direct result of salvation. We are
saved by grace, through faith, for good works
(Ephesians 2:8-10). A “saving faith' is always a
"working faith!', for “faith without works is
dead.'"

Why is it both “dangerous' and “selfish' to be a “Lone
Ranger Christian', i.e., to remain aloof from other
Christians? (Note Hebrews 10:25)

According to Hebrews 10:25, what is one of the main
reasons that Christians meet together in corporate church
services?

Tell with what degree of conviction vyou accept the
concept of "Eternal Security" as described in the
following statements: "I believe in the security of the
believer. But it is conditional rather than
unconditional. I am secure while I keep on believing,
trusting, responding. To be secure in any other fashion
would violate 2ll that is meant by personal relationship
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and covenant. At no point in our personal history does
God intend to depersonalize us by destroying our will,
our power to choose, our capacity of responding
positively or negatively to our relationship with God."
(Note II Peter 2:20-22)

Do you believe the following explanation (commentary) by
the famous Adam Clarke (a contemporary of John Wesley)
adequately “explains' Hebrews 10:26-317 "Jesus being the
only sacrifice which God will accept, those who reject
him have none other sacrifice; therefore their case must
be utterly without remedy. The case is that of a
deliberate apostate - one who has utterly rejected Jesus
Christ and his atonement, and renounced the whole Gospel
system. It has nothing to do with backsliders in our
common use of that term. A man may be overtzken in a
fault, or he may deliberately go into sin, and yet
neither renounce the Gospel, nor deny the Lord that
bought him. His case is dreary and dangerous, but it is
not hopeless; no case 1is hopeless but that of the
deliberate apostate, who rejects the whole Gospel system,
after having been saved by grace, or convinced of the
truth of the Gospel. To him there remaineth no more
sacrifice for sin; for there was but ONE, Jesus, and this
he has utterly rejected.”

‘What attitudes should a Christian maintain, as he faces

the challenges of trials and the dangers of temptations?
(Note I Corinthians 10:12; II Corinthians 13:5: Psalms
139:23-23).

Does the Bible teach that when a person becomes a
Christian, he is delivered from all his problems, he
becomes healthy physically, and he becomes a recipient of
material wealth? (Note Hebrews 10:32-34; II Corinthians
4:7-12; James 5:10; I Peter 2:20; II Corinthians 12:7-10)

Tell to what extent you agree or disagree with the
following statement: "At one time or another, it is
inevitable that a believer will suffer some type of
persecution as a result of faithfully following Christ."
(Note II Timothy 3:12-13).

What 1is vyour reaction or response to the following
statement? "More have died for the Christian Faith in
the twentieth century than in any one previous century,
since the time of Christ."

In the midst of terrible persecution and great physical

loss, according to Hebrews 10:35-36, how should a
Christian respond?
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According to Hebrews 10:36, to whom will God grant the
fulfillment of His great promises? (Also Note Matthew
10:22 and James 1:12; Revelation 2:10)

Which one of +the following three motivations for
faithfulness to Christ, most "inspires" and "moves" you
to be a loyal follower of Christ?

(1) The fact of Christ's soon Second Coming is a
strong motivation for faithfulness amidst
persecution (Note Hebrews 10:37). (Goodness
of God)

(2) Faith in God's Sovereign Power amidst
injustice is a strong motivation for

faithfulness, (Note Hebrews 10:38a) (Justice
of God)

(3) Contemplating the serious consequences of
unfaithfulness to Christ is a strong
motivation to remain faithful to the end of

life. {Note Hebrews 10:38b-39) (Wrath of
God)

Do you believe the following statements reflect the
"Biblical Reality" regarding the nature of God and the
nature of Man? ~ "It is possible, out of fear or
cowardice, to shrink back from following Christ and to
abandon the way of righteousness. There is no such thing
as unconditional or inevitable perseverance. Every
believer is a person of choosing, and every believer must
continue to choose to follow Christ, through "thlck and
thin" and in spite of losses and persecution. (Note
Revelation 20:7-8; Ezekiel 33:12-13).

Check those following statements which presently reflect
your owil personal positive responses to God's "High Call
To Faithfulness":

(1) let us draw near to God, because Christ's
blood assures cleansing from all sins, and
personal access to the Father. (Hebrews 10:19-

22)

(2) 1let us hold unswervingly to our hope, because
God's faithfulness assures fulfillment of His
promises., (Hebrews 10:23)

(3) let us perform good works, because the
believer's influence motivates others to do
compassionate deeds of love. (Hebrews 10:24)

(4) let us persist in regular church attendance,

because fellow believers need encouragement in
face of Christ's Second Coming and of God's
Coming Judgment. (Hebrews 10:25)
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let us guard against spiritual apostasy,
because it is a dreadful thing to fall into

the hands of the living God. (Hebrews 10:26-
31)

let wus remember our previous times of
courageous suffering, because previous

perseverance in trial will motivate us to the
final perseverance which gives great eternal
rewards. (Hebrews 10:32-39)



CHAPTER 12
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HEBREWS

THE CHARACTERISTICS OF FAITH

OUTLTINE

SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 11:1-6

INTRODUCTION: The way of faith is the way to God, for Hebrews
11:6 says, "And without faith it is impossible to please God."

PROPOSITION: Faith is present-tense confidence in God, based
upon God's sure promises of future blessings, issuing forth in
confident action regardless of the present circumstances.

OUTLINE:
I. RESPONSE OF FAITH - Confident Action

II. RESISTANCE AGAINST FAITH - Doubt of Unbelievers

III. RELIABILITY OF FAITH - Promises of God

1V. RESULTS FROM FAITH - Knowledge of God

CONCLUSION: Faith responds to life and to life's unknown
future with confidence. Confident present-tense faith action
usually will soon meet certain resistances, Faith is
realistic because faith is founded upon the promises of God,
not on the unfounded promises of society or on the wishful
thinking of mere dreamers. Faith involves anticipating
positive results -assurance from God, access to God!




HEBREWS
THE CHARACTERISTICS OF FAITH
SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 11:1-86

INTRODUCTION: The way of faith is the way to God, for Hebrews
11:6 says, "And without faith it is impossible to please God."
But what is faith? Hebrews 11:1,2 in the Living Bible reads,
"Faith is the confident assurance that something we want is
going to happen. It is the certainty that what we hope for is
waiting for us, even though we cannot see it up ahead.

PROPOSITION: Faith is present-tense confidence in God, based
upon God's sure promises of future blessings, issuing forth in
confident action regardless of the present circumstances.

In this definition of faith can be seen certain
characteristics of faith.

"Present-tense confidence issuing forth in confident action"
speaks of the RESPONSE of Faith.

"Regardless of the present circumstances" hints of the
RESISTANCE against Faith.

"Based upon God's sure promises" speaks of the RELIABILITY of
Fzith.

"Future Blessings" speaks of the REWARDS of Faith.

In seeking better to understand this definition of faith, we
must look at these four characteristics or features of faith:
(1) Response of Faith - confident action; (2) Resistance
against Faith - doubt of unbelievers; (3) Reliability of faith
- promises of God; (4) Rewards of Faith -knowledge of God.

I. RESPONSE OF FAITH - Confident Action

"Now faith is" describes the present-tense aspect of faith.
I either have faith in the present tense - now - or I don't
have faith. I can't depend on the experience of faith of
yesterday or the faith that I anticipate I will have tomorrow.
Faith is a daily, moment-by-moment reality. I must believe
God's promises today, in order to receive them tomorrow. I
must have an active, present tense faith. A present-tense
faith changes all things - now!

My faith today determines my motivation for what I will do
tomorrow. We respond today according to what we think will
happen tomorrow!
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When Christians don't equip themselves today, it is a sign
that they have no faith that God is going to do anything for
them tomorrow.

A present-tense faith is what keeps us alert and alive for
God. Faith is preparing today and acting today in such a way
that indicates that we believe that God is going to do a great
thing for us tomorrow. When a believer is no longer working
today for the Lord, it is a sign that he does not believe that
God is going to do anything for him tomorrow.

If Noah would have discontinued to build on the ark, it would
have been an indication that he did not believe God was going
to do something special for him in the future.

If Joshua would have discontinued to march around the walls of
Jericho, - it would have been an indication that he did not
believe God was going to do something special for him and for
Israel on the seventh day.

If Moses had not continued to march ahead into the wilderness
and would have instead gone back to Egypt, it would have
indicated that he did not believe God was going to do
something special in the future, namely, to give the children
of Israel the promised land of Canaan.

Our présent—day actions indicate what we believe God is going
to do for us in the future.

Faith is an active, present-tense trust in God, an indication
that we believe God's promises which will be fulfilled in the
future.

If I no longer daily read my Bible, this would be an
indication of a loss of faith, an indication that I no longer
believed that God was going to do something great for me in
the future through the Word.

If I no longer sought to witness to my unsaved friends, it
would be an indication that I had lost faith that God would
reward my attempts at witnessing with the salvation of
precious souls.

If I no longer tithed my money to my local church, it would
indicate a loss of faith in my church's future. My present
actions - positive or negative - indicate my faith or lack of
faith in God's power to do miracles in the future.

I am making or unmaking my future, dependent upon my present
actions.
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"What is faith? It is the confident assurance that something
we want is going to happen. It is the certainty that what we
hope for is waiting for us, even though we cannot see it up
ahead."” (Hebrews 11:1,2; Living Bible)

The "When' and the “How' of what we want in the future is in
God's hands. The promise may be granted soon or late, as God
sees best. The method by which the promise is fulfilled is
also in God's hands. The confidence that the promise will be
fulfilled in God's own time and way is the essence of faith.
Faith is present confidence that what God has promised, God
will fulfill in His own time and way in the future. Present
confidence is translated into present confident action.

Noah acted confidently in the present day-by-day building of
the Ark, for he knew that God's promise to him would someday
be fulfilled! Abraham acted confidently in his present day-
by-day journeys into an unknown land, for he knew that God
would someday fulfill His promise to him! Moses acted
confidently in his present day-by-day leadership in the
wilderness of a rebellious people, for he knew that God's
promise to give Israel the land of Canaan would someday be
fulfilled! :

Faith 1is simply putting our +trust in God's trustworthy
character, believing that God will fulfill His promises to us
in His own good time and way!

When I witness to Christ's person and power, I am putting
trust in a God who promises to draw all men to Christ when
Christ is lifted up.

When I spread the Word of God through Bible or tract
distribution, I am putting my faith in a God who has promised
that His Word will not return unto Him void, but that it will
accomplish that for which it was sent forth, namely, the
salvation of sinners and the encouragement of saints.

(Illustration of Hailey who travelled from South Africa to
Central Africa to establish Free Methodist missions, even
selling his insurance policies to get enough money for the
project because it was a time when, during the depression, the
denomination was not attempting new projects. His present-
tense active faith, issuing forth in confident actions, was an
indication that he believed that God would honor his faith,
for today, some fifty years later, there are over 100,0000
Black African Free Methodists in Central Africa!l)

Faith is present-tense confidence in God, issuing forth in
present, confident action - action that indicates that the man
of faith believes God is going to do great things in the
future for him.
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When I tithe my income to my local church, I am engaging in a
positive, confident, present-tense action of faith, indicating
that I believe in God's promises to bless me personally and in
God's promises to bless my church corporately!

Faith is putting your trust in a God whom you believe will
fulfill His promises in the future, and confidently acting on
that belief in the present-tense moment!

IT. RESISTANCE AGAINST FAITH - Doubt of Unbelievers

Having present-tense confidence in God whom you believe will
fulfill his promises in the future does not always mean that
the present confident action (which is a result of present
confident trust) will always be easy. Quite to the contrary
many times!

Noah had day-by-day confidence in God's promises, demonstrated
by his day-by-day confident actions in building the ark, but
his confident actions were often threatened by the mockery and
sneers of his surrounding neighbors who thought Noah was
insane to build a huge boat on dry ground!

Abraham's confident actions of faith, demonstrated by his
leaving his hometown to go to an unknown country, were
challenged by his kinsfolk who thought him insane to leave the
security of his hometown to follow his new God into an unknown
country.

Moses' confident actions of faith, demonstrated by his leading
the children of Israel across the wilderness for forty years
in the Promised Land, were challenged severely when
discontented Israelites turned in rebellion against Moses'
leadership! Moses continued to demonstrate the confident
action of faith even when circumstances in the wilderness were
very adverse. Faith is continuing to act confidently even
when circumstances are unfavorable. Faith is waiting
patiently for God to act to fulfill His promises in His own
good time and way - and while waiting patiently upon God, to
continue to act positively and confidently in the present-
tense moment!

III. RELIABILITY OF FAITH - Promises of God

The present-tense confidence of faith (issuing forth in
confident action) is not an illusion. Our confidence has
substance. In other words, the confidence of faith is
different than the dreams of wishful thinking. Some have
“llusions of grandeur'- seeing themselves as becoming
something great in the future. But such a vision does not
have any substance or foundation; it is the mere product of
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wishful thinking. Many a small boy talks about the day in the
future when he will be the President of the United States, but
such a vision is without substance.

What is the substance or foundation of faith which gives
authenticity to the present-tense confidence? The substance
of faith is the promise of God.

God's promises give us a firm footing to our lives. Faith in
the faithfulness of God's trustworthy character gives us
assurance and confidence, regardless of the darkness of
present circumstances which would threaten our faith.

Because Noah and Abraham and Moses and others knew that God
had spoken to them and had promised certain things to them,
these men of faith could maintain their confidence and their
confident actions even when circumstances were against them.

Present-tense confidence and confident actions are based on
the conviction that there is an unseen God who stands behind
the seen universe, and a God who both made the visibile
universe out of nothing and who controls the universe which He

has made. "By faith we understand that the universe was
formed at God's command, so that what is seen was not made out
of what was visible."” (Hebrews 11:3)

"If we can grip the fact that this is God's world, that God is
responsible for it, then two things follow. First, we will
use it as such. We will remember that everything in it is
God's and we will try to use it as God would have us use it.
Second, we will remember that, even when it does not look like
it, somehow God is in control. If we believe that this is
God's world then there comes the faith and the hope which
enable us to do the most difficult thing in the world - to
accept what we cannot understand. If we believe that this is
God's world, then into life there comes & new sense of
responsibility and into life there comes a new power of
acceptance, for everything belongs to God, and all is in the
hands of God." (Barclay's Hebrews; page 147,148)

IV. RESULTS FROM FAITH - Knowledge of God

What are the results of faith? Briefly stated, the results of
faith are realized in the fulfilled promises of God. God
always rewards faith - partially on earth and fully in heaven.

Noah's faith was rewarded - he and his household were saved
from death by the terrible flood.
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Abraham's faith was rewarded - he was given a promised son
from whom an entire nation was born (the nation of Israel),
and he became the father of the greatest Son of all - Jesus
Christ!

Joseph's faith was honored eventually, as seen by the fact
that God elevated him to great leadership in Egypt, second
only to the Pharaoh in power, and used Joseph to save alive
thousands of people during a terrible famine.

Moses' faith in leaving Egypt was honored in Moses becoming
the great leader of Israel who received the Ten Commandments
from God and in Moses leading the children of Israel to the
promised land of Canaan.

Rahab's faith was demonstrated by her welcoming the Israelite
spies, and her faith was rewarded when God spared her life and
the lives of her family when the walls of Jericho fell.

Faith is always rewarded, partially on earth and completely in
heaven. "And these people were still living by faith when
they died. They did not receive the things promised; they only
saw them and welcomed them from a distance...These were all
commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had
been promised. God had planned something better for us so
that only together with us would they be made perfect.”
(Hebrews 11:13,39,40)

There are four results of faith given to us in Hebrews 11:2-5.

1) Faith gives us approval from God (Verse 2).
2) Faith gives us answers in God. (Verse 3)

3) Faith gives us assurance from God. (Verse 4)
4) Faith gives us access to God. (Verse 5)

CONCLUSION: What are the characteristics of faith?

(1) Faith involves right Responses to life. Faith responds
to life and to life's unknown future with confidence. Faith
is "the confident assurance that something we want is going to
happen. It is the certainty that what we hope for is waiting
for us, even though we cannot see it up ahead.” (verse 1,2;
Living Bible) A faith response to 1life is a confident
response, issuing forth in confident present-tense actions.
(2) Faith involves facing certain Resistances. Confident
present-tense faith action usually will soon meet certain
resistances. The actions of the man of faith may be looked
upon as actions of foolhardiness (as in Noah's case), or as
actions of shortsightedness (as in Abraham's case), or as
actions of presumptuous domineering leadership (as in the case
of Moses). Doubt, and sometimes active persecution, challenge
the life of faith. The positive man of faith is often
encountered by the negative man of skepticism.
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(3) Faith involves resting one's self upon the Reliable
promises of God. Faith is realistic because faith is founded
upon the promises of God, not on the unfounded promises of
society or on the wishful thinking of mere dreamers. Faith is
not taking a "blind leap into the dark'. Faith has a reliable
foundation or substance - the sure promises of God and the
trustworthy character of the unseen God who created the
universe and who maintains control of all things in His world.
Thus, faith believes that God has all things in control,
regardless of present circumstances which defy reason. The
God who made all things (verse 3) is the God who controls all
things, and to put faith in such a God is to put faith in one
who is able positively to control ones personal destiny.

(4) Faith involves anticipating positive Results! What is
the outcome of persevering faith - a faith that acts

confidently in spite of various perplexities, problems, or
persecutions? Faith gives approval from God (verse 2),
answers in God (verse 3), assurance from God (verse 4), access
to God (verse 5).

Taking the way of faith is taking ths -~ to God!



THE CHARACTERISTICS OF FAITH

QUESTTIONS

1.

From a Biblical understanding of "faith", (note Hebrews
11:1), tell why you agree or disagree with the following
statement: "Faith is present-tense confidence in God,
based upon God's sure promises of future blessings,
issuing forth in confident action, regardless of the
present circumstances.”

Tell what is meant by the statement: "Faith is a daily,
moment-by-moment reality". Do you agree with the
following statement? "Faith dis preparing today and

acting today in such a way that indicates that we believe
that God is going to do a great thing for us tomorrow."

From Scripture and from your own personal and devotional
life, illustrate the truth of the following Scripture:
"My present actions - positive or negative - indicate my
faith or lack of faith in God's power to do miracles in
the future."

From your personal life or from your observations of
others or from the 1lives of Biblical characters,
illustrate the truth of the following statement: "Faith
is a present-tense confidence in God, issuing forth in
present, confident actions - actions that indicate that
the man of faith believes God is going to do great things
in the future for him."

What factors in one's external environment constitute
resistance or challenges to the sincere believer who is
attempting to exercise true faith in God? Does the fact

that there are strong adverse factors - resistances - in N

the believer's environment, give the believer opportunity
to develop a stronger and more enduring faith? Can one
have a "strong faith" in God without having, at the same
time, strong perseverance in his character? Do you agree
with the following statement: "Faith is continuing to
act confidently even when circumstances are unfavorable."

What is the substance or the foundation of faith which
gives authenticity to the believer's present-tense
confidence? Do you agree with the following statement?
"Faith in the faithfulness of God's trustworthy character
gives us assurance and confidence, regardless of the
darkness of present circumstances which would threaten
our faith." TIllustrate the truth of this statement from
the lives of the following Biblical characters of faith:
Noah, Abraham, Moses.
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10.

Why does believing that this present world is God's worid
result in enabling one to have "a new sense of
responsibility" and "a new power of acceptance"?

In what ways is faith in God always rewarded, partiall<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>